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Psalm 76      May 14, 2017 AM 
None But Zion’s Children                  The Church 
PS1703           
 

“God’s World Headquarters” 
 

INTRODUCTION: The Psalter was the OT Church’s hymnbook … 

1. Written over a period of 1,000 years:  

a) Psalm 90, earliest Psalm, by Moses, (c. 1400 B.C.) 

b) Second Temple Psalms, by the Sons of Korah, (c. 500-400 B.C.) 

c) Samuel Terrien: The Psalms and Their Meaning Today 

d) Subtitle: Their original purpose, contents, religious truth, poetic beauty and significance.  

2. Terrien comments of the Songs of Zion (p. 93) 

a) Inasmuch as the Psalter was originally the hymnal of the Second Temple (about 516 B.C.-
A.D. 70), all the hymns and prayers which it contains were used for worship at the sanctuary 
of Jerusalem. Nevertheless a few psalms were more explicitly concerned with the significance 
of ceremonial adoration and they may therefore be grouped together as “Hymns of Zion.”  

b) Incidentally: The Psalter was Jesus’ Hymnbook. And Christ sang regularly “The Songs of 
Zion” 

c) It would be a grave error – sometimes committed by Christian interpreters, especially of a 
nonliturgical Protestant tradition – to consider the Temple esplanade merely as a place for 
the slaughter of rams and bullocks, or to view the Temple services as little more than 
theatrical performances. Such an attitude betrays a misapprehension of the true spirit of 
drama as well as a lack of understanding of the relation between faith and ritual.  

d) Our Protestant, Puritan, Presbyterian and Pilgrim heritage has rejected almost everything from 
the Medieval Church including any appreciation for ceremony or ritual.  

e) The love of the psalmists for Zion reveals something more than a sentimental attachment to 
religious pageantry. Behind the symbolism of sacerdotal garb and ornament, above the 
solemnity of procession, posture, and act, beyond the aesthetic impressiveness of orchestral 
and choral music, the people perceived and received the sacrament of the real presence of 
God. Assembled in the Temple for worship, priests, musicians and congregation realized an 
experience of covenantal oneness in two dimensions: they were knit together as a sociological 
whole, and they felt the awesome nearness of the maker of heaven and earth who in his 
gracious condescension, consented to tabernacle in the holy of holies.  

f) Interesting: Try as we might we tend to come back to Easter celebrations, Christmas 
tradition, choir anthems, and the drama of the sacraments, time and again.  

3. The American church is impoverished because of three Western tendencies:  

a) The spiritualizion of Faith so that everything becomes a structure of Greek thought; sophia: 
Wisdom, Philosophy. Rationalism.  
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b) American Individualism: A personal relationship with God which robs us of our corporate life 
(and liturgy) together.  

c) A fear of mysticism/ superstition which drives us to make worship like either a lecture hall or 
a rock concert … pure intellect or unbridled sentimentalism (emotionalism)  

4. What we’re really struggling with is Gnosticism: a compartmentalizing of spirit and body –  

a) spirit: the place of faith, doctrine, ideas, etc.  

b) body: the place of worship, music, feelings, etc.  

c) What God has joined together we have torn apart!  

d) Samuel Terrien: There is an intimate connection between body and soul. Thus the most 
spiritual worship may not be separated from outward form and dramatic expression. (p.94) 

5. At first sight, the six Songs of Zion seem “weird” to us; all this emotional and hyperbolic expression 
about some “City of God” and a “Holy Temple”! Aren’t we glad that we live in a more enlightened age! 

6. Samuel Terrien: The Psalms and Their Meaning for Today, p. 120 

a) At first sight the hymns of Zion, by the very nature of their theme, should be more alien to 
Christians than the other psalms. Yet, not unlike the ancient Hebrews, Christians believe in 
the tabernacling presence of God on earth. “And the Word was made flesh and tabernacled 
among us” (John 1:14). Indeed there is a recurrent theme in the New Testament which 
associates the person of Christ with the Temple. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up” (John 2:19; see Mk. 14:58; Mt. 27:40). This association is revealed in a profound 
way by the gospel tradition according to which, after the death of Jesus, “the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom” (Mk. 15:38). This association is then 
extended to the new community, the body of the living Christ, and in the celebration of the 
Eucharist – the service of praise – God eternal, creator, judge, and king of the universe 
perpetuates his tabernacling presence. The hymns of Zion may therefore be appropriated by 
Christendom without violation of their original intent. There is between the tabernacling 
presence of God in Zion and the tabernacling presence of God in Christ a historical and 
theological continuity.  

b) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20) 

7. In Psalm 76, the Psalmist named Asaph presents Zion, Jerusalem, “The City of God,” as God’s Military 
HQ on the earth!  

In Judah God is known; 
his name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem, 
his dwelling place in Zion. 
There he broke the flashing arrows, 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah (Ps. 76:1-3) 

8. Asaph was a Levite (priestly servant) who lived in the days of King David …  
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a) Appointed by David as a singer-songwriter-song-leader in the Tabernacle Liturgies. Asaph 
wrote Psalms.  

b) These are the men whom David put in charge of the service of song in the house of the Lord 
after the ark rested there. They ministered with song before the tabernacle of the tent of 
meeting until Solomon built the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, and they performed their 
service according to their order. These are the men who served and their sons. Of the sons of 
the Kohathites: Heman the singer the son of Joel, son of Samuel, (1 Chron. 6:31-33) 

and his brother Asaph, who stood on his right hand, namely, Asaph the son of Berechiah, son 
of Shimea, (1 Chron. 6:39) 

c) David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brothers as the singers who 
should play loudly on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise sounds of 
joy. So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brothers Asaph the son of 
Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, their brothers, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; and with 
them their brothers of the second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, 
Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, and Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom 
and Jeiel. (1 Chron. 15:16-18) 

The singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound bronze cymbals; (1 Chron. 15:19) 

d) A man named Chenaniah became “Choir Director” or “Music Director” in the Tabernacle in 
Jerusalem.  

Chenaniah, leader of the Levites in music, should direct the music, for he understood it. (1 
Chron. 15:22) 

e) And they brought in the ark of God and set it inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and 
they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. Then on that day David first 
appointed that thanksgiving be sung to the Lord by Asaph and his brothers. So David left 
Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the Lord to minister regularly 
before the ark as each day required, (1 Chron. 16:1, 7, 37) 

9. These three men, Heman, Asaph and Ethan, served well into the years of Solomon’s Temple. At the 
dedication of Solomon’s Temple, they are mentioned:  

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had 
consecrated themselves, without regard to their divisions, and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, 
Heman, and Jeduthun, their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, 
stood east of the altar with 120 priests who were trumpeters; and it was the duty of the trumpeters 
and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord), and when 
the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the Lord, 

“For he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever,” 

the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. (2 Chron. 5:11-14) 

10. Their sons also aided King Hezekiah and King Josiah in the reform of Judaism, in years to come –  
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The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place according to the command of David, and Asaph, 
and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the gatekeepers were at each gate. They did not need 
to depart from their service, for their brothers the Levites prepared for them. (2 Chron. 35:15) 

11. Heman co-authored Psalm 88 with the Sons of Korah; the Sons of Korah wrote 11 Psalms (42, 44-49, 
84-85, 87-88); Ethan wrote Ps. 89. 

12. Asaph wrote the most Psalms, second only to David, 12 in all (50, 73-83).  

13. And one of them is the beautiful Song of Zion: Psalm 76 …  

In Judah God is known; 
his name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem, 
his dwelling place in Zion. 
There he broke the flashing arrows, 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah (Ps. 76:1-3) 

Glorious are you, more majestic 
than the mountains full of prey. 
The stouthearted were stripped of their spoil; 
they sank into sleep;  
all the men of war 
were unable to use their hands. 
At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
both rider and horse lay stunned. 
But you, you are to be feared! 
Who can stand before you 
when once your anger is roused? (Ps. 76:4-7) 

From the heavens you uttered judgment; 
the earth feared and was still, 
when God arose to establish judgment, 
to save all the humble of the earth. Selah 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; 
the remnant of wrath you will put on like a belt. (Ps. 76:8-10) 

Make your vows to the Lord your God and perform them; 
let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, 
who cuts off the spirit of princes, 
who is to be feared by the kings of the earth. (Ps. 76:11-12) 

 

 

14. Samuel Terrien: The Psalms and Their Meaning Today; p. 96 

Through most centuries of Dispersion, Jews came back to Jerusalem as eager pilgrims to participate 
in the celebration of the festivals; although they prayed wherever they lived, they looked at Zion as 
the concrete symbol of divine inhabitation of the earth. There, in some unique way, the creator dwelt. 
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There the church of dispersed Israel was visible as a united body. There the past and the future of 
history were liturgically overcome. There confession was uttered, forgiveness was received, vows 
were paid, resolutions were taken, and life received meaning.  

I. IN THE CHURCH GOD IS KNOWN THE TRUE GOD (Ps. 76:1-3) 

In Judah God is known; 
his name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem, 
his dwelling place in Zion. 
There he broke the flashing arrows, 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah (Ps. 76:1-3) 

1. These opening verses are astonishingly profound … and provincial! 

a) In Judah God is known; 
his name is great in Israel. 
His abode has been established in Salem, 
his dwelling place in Zion. (Ps. 76:1-2) 

b) God can be known only in Judah (where Zion is; among the Jews!) 

c) God’s great name is only associated with Israel (God’s people) 

d) God’s Sacred Tent of meeting = Tabernacle is only found in Salem 

(1) Ancient name for Jeru-salem 

(2) Salem=Peace (Shalom) 

(3) For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king 
of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. (Heb. 
7:1-2) 

e) His dwelling place is also in Zion …only. For there God’s Shekinah Glory indwelt Tabernacle 
and Temple!  

2. This may offend our egalitarian spirit and our democratic mindset, but Jesus would say, “That’s true. God 
can only be known in Jerusalem!” 

a) The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. (John 4:19-22) 

b) Note! “We worship what we KNOW …”  

c) Note again! For salvation is from the JEWS …”  

3. And Christians are just as narrow-minded, provincial and offensive in their belief about Christ –  
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (John 1:1-2, 14-18) 

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, 
he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” (John 4:25-26) 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” (John 14:6-7) 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And 
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:11-12) 

4. But this is true of all beings –  

a) I can be “known” only as Mike Ross and (now) only in this place, Matthews, NC. 

b) God is the one, true God, who will not/cannot answer to any other name, and can be known 
only in one person: Jesus …  

c) … by one people – Believers – in one place: The Church. 

5. And, only as He portrays Himself in his revealed word and Son:  

a) There he broke the flashing arrows, 
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah (Ps. 76:3) 

b) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. 
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; 
you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 
I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 
You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; 
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they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
You stretched out your right hand; 
the earth swallowed them. (Ex. 15:1-3, 7-12) 

“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 
the place, O Lord, which you have made for your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 
The Lord will reign forever and ever.” (Ex. 15:13, 17-18) 

c) God the Warrior, God the Redeemer, God whose world HQ are in Zion: The City of God! 

6. Good News: God can be known, God is willing to be known, God deeply desires to be known, personally 
and peacefully, by everyone who would come to Him in search of Peace with God through Jesus Christ 
…  

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than 
that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. (Rom. 5:1-2, 10-11) 

II. IN THE CHURCH GOD IS REVERED AS A HOLY GOD (Psalm 76:4-7) 

Glorious are you, more majestic 
than the mountains full of prey. 
The stouthearted were stripped of their spoil; 
they sank into sleep;  
all the men of war 
were unable to use their hands. 
At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
both rider and horse lay stunned. 
But you, you are to be feared! 
Who can stand before you 
when once your anger is roused? (Ps. 76:4-7) 

1. There is, in this stanza, a clear reference to the Song of Moses: “The Horse and the Rider” (which I just 
quoted) …  

a) The stouthearted were stripped of their spoil; 
they sank into sleep;  
all the men of war 
were unable to use their hands. 
At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
both rider and horse lay stunned. (Ps. 76:5-6) 
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b) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. (Ex. 15:1-2) 

c) The Lord is, once again, pictured as “God the Warrior.”  

2. If this Psalm was written by Asaph (which the subtitle says and which I believe) then whatever victory 
was being described here belonged either to King David or to King Solomon. But that battle is not 
specified by the Psalmist.  

3. Perhaps it is no specific victory at all, but what we call a “composite picture”: a typical description of 
God’s victories over Israel’s enemies, seen time and again in the OT history.  

4. The majesty of God is displayed in mysterious language: God rebukes … utters judgement and the enemy 
fell asleep … lay stunned.  

5. John Goldingay: Psalms: Baker Com. OT Wisdom and Psalms: Vol. 2; p. 453 

Literally “all the men of ability/strength/valor did not find their hands.” These top-notch warriors lay 
there wondering where their hands were in order to lay them on their bows, shields, and swords so as 
to defend themselves, but they never found them. Whereas v. 5 thus spoke of something mysterious yet 
human and empirical, v. 6 goes on to look behind this mystery to discern Yhwh’s activity. The strange 
event issued from the blast of the hot breath of Jacob’s God, something with the force of an explosion 
such as knocks people over. It was this that meant not only that people fell asleep (v. 5) but also that 
chariot and horses lay stunned; here the psalm does use the verb rādam, the root of tardēmâ, 
suggesting a supernatural deep sleep. The line as a whole recalls the Red Sea deliverance.  

6. The end result: “But you are to be feared …”  

a) The Fear of the Lord (Reverence) 

b) In the Church (City of God) a reverence for God is to be engendered.  

c) The great mysteries of God should cause people to hold God in great reverence.  

7. We live in an impiously, blasphemously, arrogantly irreverent age and society.  

a) God’s name is a curse word on most people’s lips. 

b) God is ridiculed by scientists, denounced by atheists, accused of evil by every disappointed 
person.  

c) Politicians use God to get votes and then to justify evil laws. 

d) Abortion, divorce, homosexuality, feminism, fascisms, racism, social violence, civil 
disobedience and idolatry are all promoted in God’s name.  

8. There is one place and one people who beg to differ and who dare to live differently: The people of the 
Church live with reverence for God and a piety toward the things of God.  
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9. Of all the blessings bequeathed to be by the local churches I’ve grown up in and had to privilege to serve, 
Piety has been the greatest gift the church has given to me.  

10. There is a definite correlation between the loss of piety and the growing irreverence (blasphemy) in 
American and American’s poor attendance at church and the dropping out of church by the youth.  

11. The result: A “Christianity” (Religion) without Reverence: Elevation Church! 

12. A Biblical church produces reverence or piety in people because it focuses people on the mysteries of 
God found in the Bible …  

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. (1 Cor. 4:1-2) 

13. If I could pass on one word, one exhortation one piece of advice, to young people especially, it would be 
this: Piety. 

a) Develop a reverence for God and respect for the people and the things of God. 

b) Hear me:  If you do not develop piety in your soul by the age of 25, you’ll never have it. 
You’ll grow up to be and grow old as an impious, smart-mouthed, irreverent, person of 
contempt …  

c) ... cursing God when things go wrong …  

d) … getting up in the face of your pastor when upset … 

e) … walking away from the Church if disappointed or distracted.  

14. A Personal Plea: When I came here to Christ Covenant Church this was one angry, divided and in-your-
face congregation. Many people, over these past 11 years have said things to me you should never say to 
an older man, a man of God or your Pastor – even curing me. And then never made amends. James M. 
Boice comments on this tendency of sinner in his thoughts of Psalm 76:8 …  

One of the most objectionable characteristics of people who do wrong is that they never seem to 
admit it and then shut up. On the contrary, they are always making excuses for their wrong behavior, 
trying to get in the last word of self-serving, self-justifying explanation.  

And all because they lacked a true reverence for God. Please! Please! Don’t do that to Kevin DeYoung. 
Show respect to him because you revere the Lord. Treat him with piety.  

III. IN THE CHURCH GOD IS PRAISED AS OUR SAVIOR (Psalm 76:8-10)  

From the heavens you uttered judgment; 
the earth feared and was still, 
when God arose to establish judgment, 
to save all the humble of the earth. Selah 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; 
the remnant of wrath you will put on like a belt. (Ps. 76:8-10) 

1. These are difficult verses (words) to interpret: “Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; the remnant of 
wrath you will put on like a belt.” (v. 10) 

2. Especially when we hear what James writes about human anger: “… for the anger of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God.” 
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Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for 
the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore put away all filthiness and 
rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
(James 1:19-21) 

3. I think these verses mean this: Once the sovereign God has worked His victory over sin, subdued sinners 
in their rebellion, and judged evil in all its forms, many of the men and women of the earth, who were 
once angry at God and spiteful towards the Church will have been saved, joined the Church and be ever 
praising God.  

a) They were angry at God, Christianity, the Church. 

b) God rose up to conquer them by grace and same them. 

From the heavens you uttered judgment; 
the earth feared and was still, 
when God arose to establish judgment, 
to save all the humble of the earth. Selah (Ps. 76:8-9) 

c) And their wrath was turned to wonder; their anger to praise!  

Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; 
the remnant of wrath you will put on like a belt. (Ps. 76:8-10) 

d) a remnant of wrath = The Remnant of the Redeemed.  

4. Joseph S. Exell (The Biblical Illustrator: Psalms III: 367) sets forth three ways the anger of man leads to 
the praise of God:  

1. The wrath of man praises God as it is an example and illustration of Divine truth, and clearly 
points out the corruption of our nature, which is the foundation-stone of the doctrine of redemption. 
2. The wrath of man praiseth God, as it is the instrument in His hand for bringing sinners to 
repentance, and for the correction and improvement of His own children. 3. The wrath of man 
praiseth God, as He sets bounds to it, or retrains it by His providence, and sometimes makes it 
evidently a means of promoting and illustrating His glory.  

5. Over the years I’ve met many angry people at Church – and their anger was often unleashed toward me.  

a) Rev. Jesse Jackson: “Their arms were too short to box with God, so they hit the preacher 
instead!”  

b) If they left angry they went on to ruin: They took their anger at God to the next Church, then 
the next Church, and on and on … still looking for relief. 

c) If they stayed and worked through that anger with the help of the Pastor and the aid of the 
congregation, they were saved. And their anger was turned into praise! 

d) People get angry for one of Five reasons:  

(1) They are wounded and hurting 

(2) They’ve been treated unjustly 

(3) They are disappointed and frustrated 

(4) They are afraid of people (and anger keeps people away)  
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(5) They are unable to forgive and are thus deeply bitter. 

e) In the Church, Jesus Christ absorbs our anger, shows us another way of life, forgives us of 
sins, and sucks the poison of anger out of our souls …  

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 
you have loosed my sackcloth 
and clothed me with gladness, 
that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. 
O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever! (Ps. 30:11-12) 

f) … in the Church the angry soul is surrounded by scores of people whose wrath now praises 
the God of their salvation!  

6. I know of no other place and no other people who welcome angry people with the Good News of God! 
Only the Church! 

 

IV. IN THE CHURCH GOD IS PROMISED OUR LOVE AND LOYALTY (Psalm 76:11-12) 

Make your vows to the Lord your God and perform them; 
let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, 
who cuts off the spirit of princes, 
who is to be feared by the kings of the earth. (Ps. 76:11-12) 

1. In the Psalter, the Psalmists repeatedly talk about fulfilling their Vows to the Lord:  

a) From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
my vows I will perform before those who fear him. (Ps. 22:25) 

b) I must perform my vows to you, O God; 
I will render thank offerings to you. (Ps. 56:12) 

c) For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name. (Ps. 61:5) 

d) I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 
I will perform my vows to you, (Ps. 66:13) 

2. And they exhort us to do the same thing! 

a) Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and perform your vows to the Most High, (Ps. 50:14) 

b) Make your vows to the Lord your God and perform them; 
let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, (Ps. 76:11) 

3. In the Church vows are made to God. 

a) A Vow is a covenant promise made to God concerning the will of God for His people, with the 
church as witness.  
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b) An Oath is a solemn promise made to other people with God as a witness (“… so help me 
God.”)  

c) But the two words are used interchangeably. 

d) Life in the Local Church is a life of promise-keeping; of fulfilling one’s sacred vows.  

4. There are Four sets of sacred Vows taken in our Church (Oaths):  

a) Ordination Vows 

b) Wedding Vows 

c) Baptism Vows 

d) Membership Vows 

5. Our Westminster Confession of Faith devotes an entire chapter (22) to the topic of “Lawful Oaths and 
Vows” 

a) Lawful oaths are part of religious worship. On proper occasions believers may solemnly 
swear and call God to witness that what they assert of promise is true, and they may ask God 
to judge them according to the truth or falsehood of what they swear. (WCF 22-1) 

b) The name of God is the only name by which men should sear, and that name is to be used with 
holy awe and reverence. Therefore, to swear vainly or rashly by that glorious and mighty 
name or to swear at all by any other name is sinful and should be considered a horrible thing 
to do. Just as in important matters an oath is warranted by the word of God, under the New as 
well as the Old Testament, so a lawful oath, required by legitimate authority in such matters, 
ought to be taken. (WCF 22-2) 

c) Whoever takes an oath ought to consider fully the importance of such a solemn act, and so he 
should swear to nothing but what he is completely convinced is true. No one may bind himself 
by an oath to anything but what is good and just, to what he believes to be true, and to what 
he is able and determined to perform. It is a sin to refuse to swear an oath about anything 
good and just, when it is required by lawful authority. (WCF 22-3) 

6. Vows are a natural part of worship and the product of gratitude. Psalm 116 informs us that this is so:  

a) What shall I render to the Lord 
for all his benefits to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the Lord, 
I will pay my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints.  
O Lord, I am your servant; 
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 
You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord 
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in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord! (Ps. 116:12-19) 

b) “I will pay my vows to the Lord!” (twice; vv. 14, 18) 

c) Book of Church Order: 47-9 …  

The Bible teaches that the following are proper elements of worship service: reading of Holy 
Scripture, singing of psalms and hymns, the offering of prayer, the preaching of the Word, the 
presentation of offerings, confessing the faith and observing the Sacraments; and on special 
occasions taking oaths. (BCO 47-9) 

7. All of life is Covenantal, and so to the most important things we do in life we attach a set of oaths or 
vows:  

a) Government: The Oath of Office of Presidents, Senators, Representatives, Governors and 
Mayors. 

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the 
United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.” 

b) Military: All officers of all Branches of the Military –  

(1) “I, _________, having been appointed an officer in the Army of the United States, 
as indicated above in the grade of _____ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I 
take this obligation freely without any mental reservations or purpose of evasion; 
and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office upon which I 
am about to enter; So help me God.” 

(2) Enlisted personnel take a similar oath.  

c) Law Enforcement: The Oath of office of the CMPD 

I, [individual officer’s name], do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and 
maintain the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of 
North Carolina not inconsistent herewith; that I will be alert and vigilant to enforce the 
criminal laws of this State; that I will not be influenced in any manner on account of 
personal bias or prejudice; that I will faithfully and impartially execute the duties of my 
office as a law enforcement officer according to the best of my skill, abilities, and 
judgement; so help me, God.  

d) Law: Even attorneys in N.C. (and all states) take an oath. The Oath of the North Carolina 
State Bar:  

I, ___________, do solemnly affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States.  
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I, ___________, do solemnly and sincerely affirm that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to the State of North Carolina and to the Constitutional powers and authorities 
which are or may be established for the government thereof; and that I will endeavor to 
support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said state, not inconsistent with the 
Constitution of the United States, to the best of my knowledge and ability.  

I, __________, do affirm that I will truly and honestly demean myself in the practice of an 
Attorney, according to the best of my knowledge and ability.  

8. Without oaths, vows and promise-keeping life falls apart, culture is deconstructed, and society caves in to 
anarchy.   

9. Nowhere is this more so than in the local church. Christine D. Pohl makes the following observation in 
her book Living Into Community: Cultivating Practices that Sustain Us. (p. 62)  

a) We don’t ordinarily think about the connections between the practices of God and our 
faithfulness to certain promises and people. But the God we worship and serve is one who has 
made promises to us, lives in a covenantal relationship with us, and is faithful even when we 
are unfaithful. Promise-making, promise-keeping, fidelity, and commitment are central to how 
we relate to God and to how God relates to us. We live by faith in a God whose character is 
steadfast love, so it should not surprise us that making promises and keeping promises are 
also at the heart of what is best in our human relationships. As a result, many husbands and 
wives care for one another not only when things go well, but also when their marriages hit 
very rough patches. Pastors and congregations remain steady through both the good times 
and the hard times because of the commitments they have made.  

b) Wedding vows, baptism vows, ordination vows, membership vows – all these form the 
“tough fibers” of the enduring community.  

c) Ethicist Lewis Smedes once said, “If you have a ship you will not desert, if you have a people 
you will not forsake, if you have causes you will not abandon, then you are like God!” (Pohl, 
p. 62) 

10. When I came to this Church 11 years ago I took a set of Vows, in this very sanctuary, before many of 
you. I made 8 Promises to you.  

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, to be the 
inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as 
containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that if at 
any time you find yourself out of accord with any of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you 
will on your own initiative, make known to your Presbytery the change which has taken place in your 
views since the assumption of this ordination vow? 

3. Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Presbyterian Church in America, 
in conformity with the general principles of Biblical polity? 

4. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?  

5. Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, to seek the office of the holy ministry 
from love to God and a sincere desire to promote His glory in the Gospel of His Son?  
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6. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the Gospel and the purity 
and peace and unity of the Church, whatever persecution or opposition may arise unto you on that 
account? 

7. Do you engage to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of all your duties as a Christian and a 
minister of the Gospel, whether personal or relational, private or public; and to endeavor by the 
grace of God to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your manner of life, and to walk with 
exemplary piety before the flock of which God shall make you overseer? 

8. Are you now willing to take the charge of this church, agreeable to your declaration when 
accepting their call? And do you, relying upon God for strength, promise to discharge to it the duties 
of pastor? (BCO 21-5) 

11. I stand here today, to look you all I the eyes, and to say to you, most earnestly: I have kept every one of 
those vows.  

12. When you joined this Church, you took a set of Vows, and you made a public commitment of 5 Promises:  

a) To live as a sinner under grace – receiving forgiveness from God and granting forgiveness to 
others …  

Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly deserving His 
displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy? (Vow #1) 

b) Trusting Jesus Christ as Son of God and Savior …  

Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do 
you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? (Vow 
#2) 

c) Resolving yourself to pursue a life of holiness ….  

Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? (Vow #3) 

d) Promising to support this congregation …  

Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
(Vow #4) 

e) Submitting to the Leadership, Vision and Government of CCC …  

Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to 
study its purity and peace? (Vow #5) 

13. We make promises and keep vows to those people who mean the most to us!  

14. Timothy Dwight: “Beyond my highest joy I prize her heavenly ways, her sweet communion, solemn 
vows, her hymns of love and praise.”  

15. Here’s the question: Have you kept these 5 sacred vows to our mother, the Church?  

Conclusion: This is the wonderful message of Psalm 76, the third Song of Zion …  

1. Whenever you come to worship and fellowship together at Christ Covenant Church you do so because 

a) God is worthy to be loved, honored, thanked and served as the only true God.  
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b) God’s HQ in the world, from where He is carrying out His Great Mission of Salvation, is 
located in local chapters all over the earth: The local Church.  

c) God’s Presence in the world elicits from us a piety and a promise of which only He is 
deserving.  

2. I’ve spent my life in the local church … 

a) As a child I came to embrace the faith that there was only one true God – Father, Son and 
Spirit – who met with His people every Sunday …. right where I was living! 

b) As a young man I developed a genuine piety in the church I attended, even in the age of 
campus riots, bra-burnings, anti-war demonstrations, civil rights riots and anti-establishment 
rebellion. In all of this I learned how to live in piety and show reverence for God and the 
things of God.  

c) After years in “the far country,” as a prodigal son I brought my anger, pain and disenchanted 
soul back to Mother Church. And over the years she has “turned my mourning into dancing” 
and my wrath into praise! 

d) In my 68 years of life I’ve taken my baptism vows, my wedding vows, my vows as a covenant 
parent baptizing four children, and my vows as an elder and pastor in three PCA Churches. 
And I must say that my life has been both enriched and well-spent in the promises I made to 
God.  

3. I would do all this, all over again, if I led a thousand lives, every lifetime! 

4. You are going to give your life to only one great cause, to only one great love, and for only one short 
life. Think long and hard over what it is to which you give all you have.  

5. Something larger than life, greater than self, lasting forever – the Kingdom of God. 

6. And you’ll find the local HQ of that Kingdom at 800 Fullwood Drive, Matthews, NC 28105! 

 


