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Zechariah 12:1-13:6                 May 14, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community            Zechariah 
ZC1708          
 

“The Lord Gives Salvation”    
 

INTRODUCTION: Zechariah’s Book of Prophecy actually contains multiple messages …  

1. … as most of the prophetic books do.  

a) For example: Haggai’s short book contains four messages received from God over the span of 
4 months. 

b) Zechariah’s prophecy contains five (5) messages received from God over the span of about 50 
years! 

(1) Message 1: A call to return to God (1:1-6) 

(2) Message 2: Eight (8) visions about the Restoration (1:7-6:15) 

(3) Message 3: Two (2) “Word’s from the Lord” (chs. 7-8) 

(4) Message 4: The First “Oracle” (Burden; chs. 9-11) 

(5) Message 5: The Second “Oracle” (Burden; chs. 12-14) 

c) We do not know the dates of the Two Oracles, but we believe they came to Zechariah in the 
days of Esther. 

2. The second and last Oracle (chapters 12-13-14) is a very symmetrically constructed message:  

a) two equal parts and an interlude between  

b) Part One (12:1-13:6) is composed of 9 statements that each begins with the words “On that 
Day …”  

c) Part Two (13:7-9), an Interlude about Christ and salvation 

d) Part Three (14:1-21) is composed of 7 statements, each beginning with the words “On that 
Day …”  

e) Barry G. Webb: “The Day of Destiny in Jerusalem” 

f) Note: “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord.” (14:1) 

g) And this: “Jerusalem” is mentioned 23 times in this last oracle (23 times in 44 verses … 
every other verse!!!) 

3. This Oracle is obviously about a “Day of destiny in Jerusalem”  

4. This is a marvelous message … tying together Zechariah’s “major” Themes, for the encouragement of 
OT Jews.  

a) First: “on that day”; the phrase that ties the entire Oracle together (Ch. 12-14) 

b) James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 207 

The events of these last chapters belong to the same time period, as a careful reading 
shows. Characteristic of these chapters is a reiteration of the phrase “on that day.” Since 
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this begins as early as 12:3 and continues to the last verse of chapter 14, it is hard to miss 
that the events all belong together.  

c) Second: The question then becomes “When?” When does this “day” come?  

d) James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 207 

But to what period do they belong? And to what people? They obviously follow the first 
coming of Jesus Christ, for 12:10-14 describes a universal repentance in which people 
mourn for “the one they have pierced” (v. 10). 

e) Three choices: “On that day” refers to …  

(1) Pentecost and the preaching of the Apostles (Book of Acts) 

(2) The Church Age: World-wide spread of the Church 

(3) The End times: immediately prior to the return of Christ 

5. Reformed Scholars favor the second view; Called in theology Postmillennialism (The gradual triumph 
of the Gospel over the whole world and the transformation of mankind as a whole.)  

6. American Evangelicals generally favor the third view: Eschatological view about the “end times,” “last 
days,” the “day of the Lord.”  

7. Caution Here: There is a tendency to take up the interpretation of “your camp” simply because you’re 
afraid not to hold that view!  

a) If a Reformed pastor took up an eschatological view he might be called “dispensational,” or 
“not truly reformed,” or worse! 

b) If an Evangelical assumed the reformed view he might be called a “Calvinist,” a 
“postmillennialist,” a “Puritan,” or worse.  

c) Here’s where we have to look at three things …  

(1) The Text: the words, verb tenses, imagery, other prophecies 

(2) Church History: what has actually happened since 474 B.C.? 

(3) NT Prophecy: what the Apostles said about the future. 

8. When I do all that I come to the conclusion that Zechariah’s last Oracle is about the end times.  

a) I would like to hold to “classical reformed view,” but I simply cannot do so without “scripture 
twisting” 

b) I must agree with James M. Boice (pp. 208-209) 

Unfortunately for this view, the chapter does not speak generally about “the people of 
God” or even merely about “Israel,” It repeatedly stresses the names of Jerusalem and 
Judah. And when it talks about Israel’s repentance, it does so by reference to the specific 
Jewish clans or tribes. There is probably no more specifically Jewish prophecy in the 
book. But if these chapters refer to Jews specifically and not to the church as the New 
Testament Israel, then the events to which they refer must be future. Indeed, when the 
chapters are viewed in that light, the repeated “on that day” is seen quite naturally to 
refer to that last and great day of the Lord’s return in judgment. These chapters are a 
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prophecy of the events of those end times. Earlier I said that this is not the majority view 
of reformed thinkers (though it is the general view of American Evangelicalism). If this is 
right, then there is no reason to discount these last chapters of Zechariah as giving a 
forecast of scores of events associated with the end times. It would be hard to find a more 
complete treatment of the events of the end times in all Scripture.  

c) Incidentally, I often disagree with Jim Boice’s view of the end times, in his writings, but not 
at this point.  

9. Here is a grand overview of the Oracle (Ch. 12-14) by Barry G. Webb in the bible Speaks Today Series 
on Zechariah (p. 155). 

With the opening of chapter 12 the pace begins to quicken. The goal in view is kept steadily before us 
by the frequent repetition of the expression ‘on that day’ – no fewer than sixteen times in the three 
chapters. Chapter 12 begins with ‘all nations’ gathered against Jerusalem to make war on her. 
Chapter 14 ends with the ‘survivors from all the nations’ going up to Jerusalem to worship God 
there, and to acknowledge his universal kingship. So the two poles the oracle revolves around are 
war and worship, and the overall movement is from the one to the other. But it is not a simple, 
straight-line progression. In chapters 12 and 13 it is God’s troubled relationship with his own people, 
Israel, that is brought to its final resolution, and then in chapter 14 his relationship with the world at 
large. Again, the kingdom (rule) of God is the general theme that ties all the material together. 
Worship by a vast multitude from all the nations is the ultimate expression of his kingdom having 
come. But since not all will acknowledge him willingly, battles must be fought. The world (and Israel) 
being as it is, war is the necessary prelude to worship.  

10. The oracle’s first part (12:1-13:6) begins with these words: “The oracle (burden) of the word of the Lord 
concerning Israel …”  

a) Key point: 12:1-13:6 concerns Israel (OT Church) 

b) It contains 3 paragraphs …  

c) 12:1-9 … The Conflict of Israel (12:1-9) 

d) 12:10-13:1 … The Contrition of Israel (12:10-13:1) 

e) 13:2-6 … The Cleansing of Israel (13:2-6) 

11. Barry G. Webb: Zechariah: BST; p. 156 

A great deal in these two chapters is taken up, directly or indirectly, in the New Testament and can 
therefore be fully understood only when looking back from the fulfilment that comes in Jesus.  

I. THE CONFLICT OF ISRAEL (Zech. 12:1-9) 

The oracle of the word of the Lord concerning Israel: Thus declares the Lord, who stretched out the heavens 
and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man within him: “Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a 
cup of staggering to all the surrounding peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be against Judah. On that 
day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves. And all 
the nations of the earth will gather against it. On that day, declares the Lord, I will strike every horse with 
panic, and its rider with madness. But for the sake of the house of Judah I will keep my eyes open, when I 
strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. Then the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, ‘The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength through the Lord of hosts, their God.’ “On that day I will make the 
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clans of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And they shall 
devour to the right and to the left all the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its 
place, in Jerusalem. “And the Lord will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house 
of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not surpass that of Judah. On that day the Lord 
will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and 
the house of David shall be like God, like the angel of the Lord, going before them. And on that day I will 
seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. (Zech. 12:1-9) 

1. Zechariah opens his second oracle with these words …  

a) The oracle of the word of the Lord concerning Israel: Thus declares the Lord, who stretched 
out the heavens and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man within him: (Zech. 12:1) 

b) A reference to Genesis 1 and 2 (Creation) 

c) Zechariah 12-14 is about the New Creation of God which we see in Revelation 21 and 22. 

d) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he 
who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Rev. 21:1-5) 

e) Beginning with the Restoration of Israel but carrying on throughout the entire world.  

f) Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up 
year after year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. (Zech. 
14:16) 

g) This Second Oracle ends where the Bible ends:  

(1) On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern 
sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. 
And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and 
his name one. The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon 
south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of 
Benjamin to the place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower 
of Hananel to the king's winepresses. (Zech. 14:8-10) 

(2) Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing 
from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). 
The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the 
temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led 
me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold, 
the water was trickling out on the south side. Going on eastward with a measuring 
line in his hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the 
water, and it was ankle-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through 
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the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me 
through the water, and it was waist-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and it 
was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep 
enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. And he said to me, 
“Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the river. As 
I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees on the one side and on 
the other. And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the 
water will become fresh. And wherever the river goes, every living creature that 
swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that 
the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the river 
goes. Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a 
place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of 
the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be 
left for salt. And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds 
of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear 
fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their 
fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.” (Ezek. 47:1-12) 

(3) Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; 
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. (Rev. 22:1-5) 

2. But first: Israel must undergo great conflict. 

3. Here, in Zechariah 12:1-9 are five of the nine statements beginning with the worlds “On that day …” 

a) First: Jerusalem will be a source of judgment to all the peoples/nations who attack or 
persecute her.  

(1) “Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to all the surrounding 
peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be against Judah. On that day I will 
make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt 
themselves. And all the nations of the earth will gather against it. (Zech. 12:2-3) 

(2) A common metaphor/word picture of the prophets 

(3) A cup of wrath Israel drank from as God judged her and sent her into exile, but 
now is given to her enemies. 

(4) Wake yourself, wake yourself, 
stand up, O Jerusalem, 
you who have drunk from the hand of the Lord 
the cup of his wrath, 
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who have drunk to the dregs 
the bowl, the cup of staggering. 
There is none to guide her 
among all the sons she has borne; 
there is none to take her by the hand 
among all the sons she has brought up. 
These two things have happened to you— 
who will console you?— 
devastation and destruction, famine and sword; 
who will comfort you? 
Your sons have fainted; 
they lie at the head of every street 
like an antelope in a net; 
they are full of the wrath of the Lord, 
the rebuke of your God. 
Therefore hear this, you who are afflicted, 
who are drunk, but not with wine: 
Thus says your Lord, the Lord, 
your God who pleads the cause of his people: 
“Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; 
the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more; 
and I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, 
who have said to you, 
‘Bow down, that we may pass over’; 
and you have made your back like the ground 
and like the street for them to pass over.” (Isa. 51:17-23) 

(5) Thus the Lord, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the 
wine of wrath, and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. They shall 
drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am sending among 
them.” So I took the cup from the Lord's hand, and made all the nations to whom 
the Lord sent me drink it: Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, its kings and officials, 
to make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this day; all 
the kings of the north, far and near, one after another, and all the kingdoms of the 
world that are on the face of the earth. And after them the king of Babylon shall 
drink. (Jer. 25:15-18, 26) 

(6) You have gone the way of your sister; therefore I will give her cup into your hand. 
Thus says the Lord God: 

“You shall drink your sister's cup 
that is deep and large; 
you shall be laughed at and held in derision, 
for it contains much; 
you will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow. 
A cup of horror and desolation, 
the cup of your sister Samaria; (Ezek. 23:31-33) 
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(7) This is how God always works: He disciplines His own people (church) before He 
disciplines the world.  

For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? (1 Peter 4:17) 

(8) a prophecy about the final judgement of the world (Babylon) 

(i) Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to 
me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is 
seated on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth have 
committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual 
immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” And he carried 
me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven 
heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 
and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a 
golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual 
immorality. And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: 
“Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 
And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus. (Rev. 17:1-6) 

(ii) And he called out with a mighty voice, 
 “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
a haunt for every unclean bird, 
a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 
For all nations have drunk 
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her 
luxurious living.” 
Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 
“Come out of her, my people, 
lest you take part in her sins, 
lest you share in her plagues; 
for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 
and God has remembered her iniquities. 
Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, 
and repay her double for her deeds; 
mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. (Rev. 18:2-6) 

(iii) A heavy stone= the millstone hung around the neck for death by 
drowning 

b) Second: God will defend Jerusalem and strike all her foes with dismay and disarray.  
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(1) On that day, declares the Lord, I will strike every horse with panic, and its rider 
with madness. But for the sake of the house of Judah I will keep my eyes open, 
when I strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. Then the clans of Judah 
shall say to themselves, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength through the 
Lord of hosts, their God.’ (Zech. 12:4-5) 

(2) The old prophet is borrowing from the Song of Moses …  

(3) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, saying, 

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a man of war; 
the Lord is his name. (Ex. 15:1-3) 

c) Third: God will give victory to preserve the Jews wherever they are found.  

(1) “On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst of wood, 
like a flaming torch among sheaves. And they shall devour to the right and to the 
left all the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its 
place, in Jerusalem. “And the Lord will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, 
that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
may not surpass that of Judah. (Zech. 12:6-7) 

(2) This is particularly encouraging to the Jews throughout the Persian Empire 
who will need to defend themselves in the near future.  

(3) The “clans of Judah” will be like a blazing pot or a flaming torch amidst wood or 
dry sheaves – to consume it.  

(4) A Prophecy fulfilled in a matter of a few months ….  

Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of 
the same, when the king's command and edict were about to be carried out, on 
the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over 
them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated 
them. The Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could 
stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. All the 
officials of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and the royal 
agents also helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. Now 
the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces also gathered to defend 
their lives, and got relief from their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who 
hated them, but they laid no hands on the plunder. (Esther 9:1-3, 16) 

(5) A prophecy to be fulfilled in the end times: The Salvation of the Jews.  
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(i) “And the Lord will give salvation to the tents of Judah first, that the 
glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem may not surpass that of Judah. (Zech. 12:7) 

(ii) Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of 
this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will 
be saved, as it is written, 
“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
“and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.” (Rom. 11:25-27) 

(iii) A prophetic promise about the salvation of the many (?majority?) of 
Jews at the end of time.  

d) Fourth: A promise to protect the Jews from extinction or ruin.  

(1) On that day the Lord will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest 
among them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like 
God, like the angel of the Lord, going before them. (Zech. 12:8) 

(2) Perhaps this sounds exaggerated or even inappropriate: “the house of David shall 
be like God, like the angel of the Lord going before them.”  

(3) … but this was said of David … three times: 

(i) And Achish answered David and said, “I know that you are as 
blameless in my sight as an angel of God. Nevertheless, the 
commanders of the Philistines have said, ‘He shall not go up with us to 
the battle.’ (1 Sam. 29:9) 

(ii) And your servant thought, ‘The word of my lord the king will set me at 
rest,’ for my lord the king is like the angel of God to discern good and 
evil. The Lord your God be with you!” In order to change the course of 
things your servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the 
wisdom of the angel of God to know all things that are on the earth.” (2 
Sam. 14:17, 20) 

(iii) He has slandered your servant to my lord the king. But my lord the 
king is like the angel of God; do therefore what seems good to you. (2 
Sam. 19:27) 

(4) … and fulfilled in Jesus Christ! God Incarnate 

(5) Joyce Baldwin: “This was an honorific, consciously exaggerated (overstatement). 
The fulfillment in Jesus proved to be an understatement.” (p. 190) 

e) Fifth: God will ultimately and eventually destroy all the nations who seek to destroy the Jews, 
Israel, the Church. 

(1) And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(Zech. 12:9) 
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(2) Note: “I will seek to destroy.” God’s mission, God’s declared purpose, God’s 
intention to seek out and destroy the enemies of His Church.  

(3) E. B. Pusey: The Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 437 

It shall ever be My care to destroy all the enemies of the Church, that they may 
in no way prevail against it: this I will do always to the end of the world.  

(4) And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. (Mt. 16:18) 

4. Obviously, Israel (Jews) will have a history of conflict, persecution, violence, prejudice against them, 
even attempted holocausts: Islamic Jihad, European anti-Semitism, Russian pogroms, Nazi holocaust, 
Palestinian terrorism, Middle East wars, the ravages of Isis, etc.  

5. The question always is “Why?” Three reasons:  

a) First: Demonic opposition because Israel was a covenant people with God, His witness in the 
world, greatly beloved of God. For this reason Satan hates the Jews and seeks to destroy them 
(and the NT Church)  

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And when the dragon saw that he 
had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the 
male child. But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly 
from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, 
and times, and half a time. The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the 
woman, to sweep her away with a flood. But the earth came to the help of the woman, and 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his 
mouth. Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. (Rev. 12:7-9, 13-17) 

b) Second: Anti-Semitism, prejudice and irritation. Why?  

(1) Because the Jews are so different even odd.  

(2) Poet: “How odd of God to choose the Jews!”  

(3) “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen 
you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of 
all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
(Deut. 7:6-8) 

(4) Perhaps even jealousy! 
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c) Third: The Judgement of God upon the Jews (Israel) for both rejecting and killing their own 
Messiah: Jesus Christ! 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I 
tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.’” (Matt. 23:37-39) 

6. But note! In that promise of judgment is the hope of salvation:  

a) For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.’” (Matt. 23:39) 

b) and Israel will say that … someday 

c) I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God 
against Israel? “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life.” But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself 
seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” So too at the present time there is 
a remnant, chosen by grace. Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be 
unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness 
of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
“and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.” (Rom. 11:1-5, 25-27) 

7. Zechariah speaks of that salvation of the Jews in the next paragraph …  

II. THE CONTRITION OF ISRAEL (Zech. 12:10-13:1) 

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for 
mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. On that day the 
mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. The 
land shall mourn, each family by itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house 
of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. “On that day there 
shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin 
and uncleanness. (Zech. 12:10-13:1) 

1. Note: In the paragraph are two more “on that day” statements…  

2. First: The promise of another Pentecost that will convert the Jews ….  

a) First Pentecost … in Joel’s time:  

“And it shall come to pass afterward, 
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that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 
Even on the male and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those 
who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord 
calls. (Joel 2:28-32) 

 

b) Second Pentecost … in Jesus’ time:  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of 
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 
For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 
But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
the sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’ (Acts 2:14-21) 

 

c) Third Pentecost … in the End times: 

(1) “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and 
weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. (Zech. 12:10) 

(2) Key: “… when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced …” 

(3) a phrase foretelling the crucifixion of Christ …  
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But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came 
out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, 
and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. For these 
things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 
will be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 
whom they have pierced.” (John 19:34-37) 

3. The Jews will be saved the same way everyone is, can and must be saved – by looking unto Christ 
crucified. 

a) And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And 
if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. (Num. 21:8-9) 

b) And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. (John 3:14-15) 

c) And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 

4. Second: Once Israel sees Christ for who He really is, with minds and hearts opened by the Holy Spirit in 
the last great revival, they will mourn in repentance for their rejection of Jesus the Messiah (Christ). 

a) “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one 
weeps over a firstborn. On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the 
mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself: the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 
the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of Levi by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. 
(Zech. 12:10-14) 

b) “as great as the mourning for Hadad-rimmon in the plain of Megiddo”  

c) i.e., like Israel mourned over the death of the young, godly king Josiah, killed by Pharaoh 
Neco in the valley of Megiddo. (2 Kings 23:28-30) 

d) The Repentance is complete and comprehensive: “The land shall mourn, each family of … 

(1) the House of David (Royal family) 

(2) the House of Nathan – David’s son’s family 

(3) the House of Levi – the Priests 

(4) the Shimeites – Levi’s son’s family 

e) and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. (Zech. 12:14) 

f) Joyce Baldwin: Zechariah: TOTC; p. 194 

The effect of the repetition, every family by itself and their wives by themselves, is to lay 
stress on the genuineness of the repentance. None is merely being influenced by the tears 
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of others, nor acting hypocritically, as the professional mourners did. True repentance 
remains a gift of God’s Spirit (verse 10).  

5. A statement about sincere, widespread and personal repentance on the part of the Jews … Israel.  

6. H. C. Leopold: Zechariah; p. 240 

When it is indicated in the verses (12-14) that “every family apart” shall mourn, this is an emphatic 
way of saying that individual groups will feel their personal responsibility as well as – since the 
mourning idea prevails – that they will mourn as do those who have suffered a personal loss.  

7. Third: Through the Holy Spirit poured out upon Israel, a fountain of cleansing grace will wash away the 
sins of the Jews! 

a) “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. (Zech. 13:1) 

b) On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

c) But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:7-9) 

8. That is the next paragraph: “… and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) 

 

III. THE CLEANSING OF ISRAEL (Zech. 13:2-6) 

“And on that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, so that they 
shall be remembered no more. And also I will remove from the land the prophets and the spirit of 
uncleanness. And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will say to him, ‘You shall 
not live, for you speak lies in the name of the Lord.’ And his father and mother who bore him shall pierce 
him through when he prophesies. “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he 
prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive, but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a 
worker of the soil, for a man sold me in my youth.’ And if one asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your 
back?’ he will say, ‘The wounds I received in the house of my friends.’ (Zech. 13:2-6) 

1. Note: the final two statements beginning with “on that day …” in this passage (12:1-13:6) 

2. James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 216 

The purification of the land will cleanse it of every possible appearance of evil. Of the many that 
might be mentioned, however, Zechariah singles out only two evils that plagued the nation before the 
fall of the northern kingdom to Assyria in 721 B.C. and the fall of the southern kingdom to Babylon in 
586 B.C.: idolatry and false prophecy. First, the idols will be so thoroughly removed that even the 
memory of them will be forgotten. Second, zeal for the Lord will be so great that the people will no 
longer even tolerate the existence of false prophets.  
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3. First: “On that day …” God will eliminate all  

a) … false gods (idols) 

b) … false prophecies 

c) “And on that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the 
land, so that they shall be remembered no more. And also I will remove from the land the 
prophets and the spirit of uncleanness. And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother 
who bore him will say to him, ‘You shall not live, for you speak lies in the name of the Lord.’ 
And his father and mother who bore him shall pierce him through when he prophesies. (Zech. 
13:2-3) 

d) bogus messages from God reinforcing bogus gods 

e) For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

4. Second: “On that day …” all false prophets will repent, turn to the Lord and come under the sway of the 
Gospel.  

a) On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies. He will not put 
on a hairy cloak in order to deceive, but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a worker of the 
soil, for a man sold me in my youth.’ And if one asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your 
back?’ he will say, ‘The wounds I received in the house of my friends.’ (Zech. 13:4-6) 

b) James M. Boice: Minor Prophets: Vol. 2; p. 216 

Zechariah shows that even those who have been false prophets will be so ashamed of their 
past prophesying that they will do everything possible to deny and hide it. They will put 
away their hair garments and return to their farms, claiming always to have been farmers.  

c) Just as Paul would promise …  

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 
the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 
his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” (Rom. 10:8-13) 

5. This is Zechariah’s final eschatological promise: There will come a time when no unclean thing will 
remain in the New World of the Kingdom of God!  

a) After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 
earth was made bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! 
She has become a dwelling place for demons, 
a haunt for every unclean spirit, 
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a haunt for every unclean bird, 
a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. (Rev. 18:1-2) 

b) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And he who was seated on 
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, 
as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be 
in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” (Rev. 21:1, 2, 5, 8) 

c) And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. (Rev. 21:22-27) 

d) … nothing unclean will ever enter it …  

6. The Kingdom of God will triumph in the end …  

a) All Israel shall be saved by Jesus,  

b) Billions of Gentiles will become followers of Christ, 

c) Everyone who rejected Christ, worshipped another god, fought against the Israel and 
persecuted the church will be destroyed …  

d) … then sent to hell,  

e) And the Triune God will restore the world to glory!  

7. David Baron was a Russian Jew who became a follower of Christ, after he had been trained as a Rabbi. 
He lived from 1855 to 1926. He wrote a commentary on Zechariah in which he said …  

a) The overthrow of world-power, and the establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom, may be given as 
the epitome of the last six chapters of Zechariah. The two oracles which make up the whole of 
the second half of the book show by their headings, as well as by their contents, and even by 
their formal arrangement, that they are corresponding portions of a greater whole. Both 
sections treat of war between the heathen world and Israel, though in different ways.  

b) “That day” which is mentioned no less than fourteen times in these last three chapters, is 
indeed “the day of the Messiah,” but it is the day not of His first advent in humiliation, but of 
His manifestation in glory. It is, therefore, pre-eminently – a day for Jehovah – the day set 
apart and appointed by him not only for the display of His majesty and vindication of the 
holiness and righteousness of His character and ways, but it is “the day” of the manifestation 
of His Divine might and glory in the destruction of Israel’s enemies, and the salvation of His 
own people.  

c) The final event of human history –  
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Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
“and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.” (Rom. 11:25-27) 

Conclusion: What should be our response to this prophecy?  

1. First: We should not get caught up in Dispensational nonsense!  

a) The Jews are not the key to world evangelism: The Church is.  

b) God will not reinstate OT Israel in modern day Jerusalem. The Theocracy of Israel is gone 
forever.  

c) Jesus will not rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem and visibly rule from there, over the world, for 
1,000 years. When Jesus comes back this world ends … period!  

d) Israel will not again be a “player” in God’s plan for the ages. Israel has been replaced by the 
Church – “The Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:16) 

2. Second: There will be a final outpouring of the Holy Spirit, at the end of time, in what will be the greatest 
revival in human history.  

a) “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one 
weeps over a firstborn. (Zech. 12:10) 

b) Billions will be swept into the kingdom of God so that Heaven is full! 

c) Just as Jesus said it would be:  

(1) Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were 
not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom 
they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. (Matt. 
22:8-10) 

(2) Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; 
it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
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for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words 
of God.” (Rev. 19:6-9) 

d) “The Jew first and also the Greeks” … and lastly all Israel! 

e) God will save His “firstborn” (Israel) through His Firstborn, Jesus Christ.  

f) Already this process is underway as the Gospel ushers into the kingdom, every year, millions 
around the world!  

g) And they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:9-10) 

3. Third: We must never tie Biblical prophecy to the present-day State of Israel, created not by God’s 
gospel mission but by WWII allies, in order to “dispose” of displaced and unwanted Jews rather than 
evangelize them! The State of Israel is not a part of Biblical Prophecy.  

4. Fourth: We need to remember this: Jesus is a Jew. God’s first born people were the Jews. The Holy 
Spirit has promised to save the Jews. So it is in our best interests to …  

a) never participate in any endeavor to harm of harass the Jews; 

b) always endeavor to share Jesus Christ with the Jews, 

c) and ever seek the “Peace of Jerusalem” – the spiritual welfare (Shalom) of Israel.  

d) Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
“May they be secure who love you! 
Peace be within your walls  
and security within your towers!” 
For my brothers and companions' sake 
I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek your good. (Ps. 122:6-9) 

e) It is to the Church’s good that Israel be blessed! 

5. Fifth, and finally, we should always treat Jewish people with humility and love. Just as Paul writes to us 
…  

Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For I bear them 
witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. (Romans 10:1-4) 
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I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do 
you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? “Lord, they 
have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my 
life.” But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal.” So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. (Romans 
11:1-5) 

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in 
among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward 
the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. 
Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” That is true. They were 
broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but 
fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. Note then the kindness 
and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided 
you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. And even they, if they do not continue 
in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. For if you were cut 
from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. (Romans 
11:17-24) 

As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for 
the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you 
were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so 
they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now 
receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. Oh, the 
depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and 
how inscrutable his ways! (Romans 11:28-33) 

6. “How odd of God to choose the Jews.” How odder still that He would fill His kingdom with us pagans! 

7. Mary A. Thomson: “O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling, to tell to all the world that God is light; 
that He who made all nations is not willing one soul should perish lost in shade of night. Publish glad 
tidings, tidings of peace, tidings of Jesus, redemption and release!”  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 


