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Esther 5:1-14                  May 21, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community       Ezra-Nehemiah-Esther 
ES1705             The Restoration    
 
 

“The Way to a King’s Heart”    
 

INTRODUCTION: I have always had the conviction that a sermon should tell people things they did not know 
… 

1. Clarification of difficult passages, explanations of doctrines, historical background of historical books, 
and information about the ancient cultures of the OT and NT …  

2. … so that people have a “Eureka moment”; Ah! I never knew that until now! 

3. Dr. Paul Ferris taught us Hebrew and OT at Columbia Biblical Seminary. 

a) He once said, “It is a terrible sin to bore people with the word of God.” 

b) When a student asked, “Dr. Ferris, how do we keep from being boring, especially in the 
OT?” 

c) Dr. Ferris smiled and said, “Show them something new every week!” 

d) Incidentally: He told us that in Hebrew Exegesis, in which we spent an entire quarter 
translating The Book of Esther! 

4. So that’s why I spend so much time on History. I’m trying to show you the world of Moses’ Egypt, or 
Esther’s Persia, or Paul’s Rome, so that you say, “Oh, that’s why the Bible said that!” 

5. Now, to accomplish this some Bible scholars add passages to the inspired and original text – to help the 
reader make sense of things.  

6. For example: When the Rabbis translated the Hebrew OT into Greek (known as the Septuagint) they 
added quite a bit to the story of Esther.  

a) To justify why Mordecai stubbornly (and unnecessarily) refused to bow to Haman, as was the 
Law, they added a prayer to Mordecai’s lips, after Esther 4:17: 

And he besought the Lord, making mention of all the works of the Lord; and he said, Lord 
God, king ruling over all, for all things are in thy power, and there is no one that shall 
oppose thee in they purpose to save Israel. – For thou hast made the heaven and the earth, 
and every wonderful thing in the world under heaven. And thou art Lord of all, and there 
is no one who shall resist thee the Lord. Thou knowest all things: thou knowest, Lord, that 
it is not in insolence, nor haughtiness, nor love of glory, that I have done this, to refuse 
obeisance to the haughty Aman. For I would gladly have kissed the soles of his feet for the 
safety of Israel. But I have done this, that I might not set the glory of man above the glory 
of God: and I will not worship anyone except thee, my Lord, and I will not do these things 
in haughtiness. And now, O Lord God, the King, the God of Abraam, spare thy people, for 
our enemies are looking upon us to our destruction, and they have desired to destroy thine 
ancient inheritance. Do not overlook thy peculiar people, whom thou hast redeemed for 
thy self out of the land of Egypt. Hearken to my prayer, and be propitious to thine 
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inheritance, and turn our mourning into gladness, that we may live and sing praise to thy 
name, O Lord; and do not utterly destroy the mouth of them that praise thee, O Lord.  

b) To make Esther appear more “spiritual” they add a description of her fasting and prayer.  

And all Israel cried with all their might for their death was before their eyes. And queen 
Esther betook herself for refuge to the Lord, being taken as it were in the agony of death. 
And having taken off her glorious apparel, she put on garments of distress and mourning; 
and instead of grand perfumes she filled her head with ashes and dung, and she greatly 
brought down her body, and she filled everyplace of her glad adorning with the torn curls 
of her hair.  

c) … and they place this prayer on Esther’s lips, in Ch. 4 …  

And she besought the Lord God of Israel, and said, O my Lord, thou alone art our king: 
help me who am destitute, and have no helper but thee, for my danger is near at hand. I 
have heard from my birth, in the tribe of my kindred, that thou, Lord, tookest Israel out of 
all the nations, and our fathers out of all their kindred for a perpetual inheritance, and 
hast wrought for them all that thou hast said. And now we have sinned before thee, and 
thou hast delivered us into the hands of our enemies, because we honoured their gods: 
thou art righteous, O Lord. But now they have not been contented with the bitterness of 
our slavery, but have laid their hands of the hands of their idol, in order to abolish the 
decree of thy mouth, and utterly destroy thine inheritance, and to stop the mouth of them 
that praise thee, and to extinguish the glory of thine house and thine altar, and to open the 
mouth of the Gentiles to speak the praises of vanities, and in order that a mortal king 
should be admired forever.  

O Lord, do not resign thy sceptre to them that are not, and let them not laugh at our fall, 
but turn their counsel against themselves, and make an example of him who has begun to 
injure us. Remember us, O Lord, manifest thyself in the time of our affliction, and 
encourage me, O king of gods, and ruler of all dominion. Put harmonious speech into my 
mouth before the lion, and turn his heart to hate him that fights against us, to the utter 
destruction of him and of them that consent with him. But deliver us by thine hand, and 
help me who am destitute, and have none but thee, O Lord. Though knowest all things, 
and knowest that I hate the glory of transgressors, and that I abhor the couch of the 
uncircumcised, and of every stranger. Thou knowest my necessity, for I abhor the symbol 
of my proud station, which is upon my head in the days of my splendor: I abhor it as a 
mentruous cloth, and I wear it not in the days of my tranquility. And thy handmaid has not 
eaten at the table of Aman, and I have not honoured the banquet of the king, neither have I 
drunk wine of libations. Neither has thy handmaid rejoiced since the day of my promotion 
until now, except in thee, O Lord God of Abraam. O God, who hast power over all, 
hearken to the voice of the desperate, and deliver us from the hand of them that devise 
mischief; and deliver me from my fear.   

7. I suggest to you that the only reason these Rabbis did this, in the 3rd century B.C., is because they lacked 
confidence in the Story of Esther and felt they needed to do three things to “improve” it: 

a) Introduce God and God’s name into the story in a book without a reference to God.  

b) Make Mordecai and Esther appear more godly. 
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c) Place prayer more openly in a prayerless book.  

8. But if we seek to understand what was really going on “between the lines,” the Book of Esther is a 
beautiful story about the Providence of God.  

9. This is “the moment of truth,” as Esther prepares to go to King Xerxes, and ask for deliverance:  

a) “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or 
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will 
go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16) 

b) The Chapter has 3 paragraphs 

c) The Appearance before the King (Esther 5:1-4) 

d) The Appeal of Esther (Esther 5:5-8) 

e) The Agitation of Haman (Esther 5:9-14) 

 

I. THE APPEARANCE BEFORE KING XERXES (Esther 5:1-4) 

On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front of 
the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the 
entrance to the palace. And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his 
sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and 
touched the tip of the scepter. And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It 
shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and 
Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” (Esther 5:1-4) 

1. King Xerxes was “holding court”; He was engaged in the business of the State. 

a) Receiving dignitaries and ambassadors 

b) Receiving tributes, tax reports and trade agreements 

c) Settling disputes among court officials 

d) Conducting trials and meting out justice 

e) Signing decrees, laws and treaties, etc. …  

f) He was very busy, and had been so for over a month … 

“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or 
woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—
to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he 
may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 
(Esther 4:11) 

2. Esther dresses up in her royal refinery in order to …  

a) Honor the King in his exalted station,  

b) Look royal and “official” herself, 

c) and find favor with her husband-king.  
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d) Note the double use of the word “royal” (5:1) 

3. Anthony Tomasino: Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Comm.; p. 492  

Greek sources described the Persian king’s unique dress, but they say nothing of the queen’s 
garments. There appears to have been a “hierarchy” of clothing in Persian society, with certain 
colors and style reserved for the king and certain other colors worn by court officials. Many reliefs, 
tapestries, and other items depicting noblewomen have survived. These depictions give us a good 
idea of the general style of women’s clothing in that era. Usually, the women wore long, broad-
sleeved dresses that hung in multiple folds. They also wore a belt around their waist and frequently 
were depicted with veils over their heads, but not covering their faces.  

4. How truly “frightened” Esther really was we’ll never know, but again the translators of the Septuagint 
add a bit of drama to the story:  

a) And it came to pass on the third day, when she had ceased praying, that she put off her mean 
dress, and put on her glorious apparel. And being splendidly arrayed, and having called upon 
God the Overseer and Preserver of all things, she took her two maids, and she leaned upon 
one, as a delicate female, and the other followed bearing her train. And she was blooming in 
the perfection of her beauty; and her face as cheerful, as it were benevolent, but her heart was 
straitened for fear. And having passed through all the doors, she stood before the king.  

b) But the Hebrew text tells us that Esther went to see the king alone.  

c) Why? So that He was not unsettled by some unwelcome entourage, perhaps with a malicious 
agenda. The young, beautiful, stunningly dressed Queen would both disarm Xerxes of his 
anxiety and move his heart with affection.  

5. I suggest to you that Esther followed proper etiquette toward the King, no doubt informed by the 
instruction and wisdom of the Proverbs she memorized as a child:  

a) The terror of a king is like the growling of a lion; 
whoever provokes him to anger forfeits his life. (Prov. 20:2) 

b) In the light of a king's face there is life, 
and his favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain. (Prov. 16:15) 

c) He who loves purity of heart, 
and whose speech is gracious, will have the king as his friend. (Prov. 22:11) 

d) As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, 
so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
Take away the dross from the silver, 
and the smith has material for a vessel; 
take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
and his throne will be established in righteousness. 
Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence 
or stand in the place of the great, 
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. (Prov. 25:3-7) 
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6. There is no indication that Xerxes was upset, angry or offended by Esther’s sudden appearance, quite the 
contrary: He seems to have been most pleasantly surprised and happy to see her! 

a) And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he 
held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and 
touched the tip of the scepter. (Esther 5:2) 

b) What a contrast to the Septuagint version! 

The king was sitting upon his royal throne, and he had put on all his glorious apparel, 
covered all over with gold and precious stones, and was very terrible. And having raised 
his face resplendent with glory, he looked with intense anger: and the queen fell, and 
changed her color as she fainted; and she bowed herself upon the head of the maid that 
went before her. But God changed the spirit of the king to gentleness, and in intense 
feeling he sprang from off his throne, and took her into his arms, until she recovered: and 
he comforted her with peaceable words, and said to her, What is the matter, Esther? I am 
thy brother; be of good cheer, thou shalt not die, for our command is openly declared to 
thee, Draw nigh.  

c) Perhaps it is this melodrama in the LXX that has influenced both the Story of Esther and 
evangelical commentaries.  

7. Dianne Tidball has written a book titled Esther: A True First Lady (2001). She interprets this famous 
scene as I do (pp. 96-97).  

a) Whoever wrote the book of Esther not only had a sense of humour but also a desire to 
underplay the melodramatic. I am sure if I had been writing this part of the events as a record 
for future generations, I would have done more than just present the simple facts. There is no 
mention of the tension, of Esther’s white drawn face, of the king seeing her there and being 
surprised at her audacity, of that split second which seemed to last a lifetime before the 
golden sceptre was raised and before she knew whether or not she would perish or was saved. 
There is a charming modesty about the account. We are told simply that the king held out the 
golden sceptre, Esther approached and touched the tip of the sceptre as a symbol of 
appreciation that the king was not displeased with her interruption. Xerxes realized that this 
was a major evert, that Esther had not just come to pass the time of day and have a cup of tea. 
Knowing something serious is on her mind he tries to make it easy for her, to smooth the way 
for whatever her request might be, he is eager to please her.  

b) Xerxes loved Esther and held her in great favor.  

8. A. T. Olmstead describes how ancient mosaics depict the King of Persia. This is what Queen Esther saw 
and experienced, when she went in to the royal hall to see King Xerxes. (History of the Persian Empire; 
pp. 282, 283).  

a) From the palace to the south, where for the most part he lives in godlike seclusion, a private 
passage brings him into the apadana. On his head is the high cidaris, to whose rim the frizzed 
hair is combed up over the forehead and fluffed out to the neck; on occasion, he might wear 
the upright tiara around which is wound the diadem, a fillet of blue spotted with white gold 
are his earrings with inset jewels. If we stand close enough to the royal presence, we discover 
that his eye is bulging and his eyebrows marked, his nose slightly curved, and his mouth firm; 
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the mustache droops but is twirled at the tips. His beard is cut square at the waist and imitates 
the Assyrian fashion with its horizontal rows of curls.  

b) He wears an outer robe in deep purple, heavy with gold embroidery representing hawks or 
dragons. 

c) Under this robe is a purple tunic with white spots. 

d) He has on white, or crimson, trousers, edged in purple.  

e) He has on soft, pointed shoes in blue or saffron (orange)  

f) He is decked out with gold bracelets, gold pierce-earrings, and a gold collar. 

g) A golden girdle is around his waist, on which is hung a short Persian sword, the handle of 
which is a solid jewel. 

h) In his right hand is the golden scepter: slender, a knob on each end, about 18” long.  

i) When at last we avert our sight from this glittering vision which persuades us that in very 
truth we are looking upon the lord of all the earth, we notice two attendants. They wear robes 
and purple shoes, but their hats are lower and their beards are rounded, no square. One holds 
over his master’s head the royal parasol with curving ribs and pomegranate top, a loan from 
the Assyrians, which must accompany the king even on a military expedition, the other, the 
chamberlain, bears napkin and fly-flapper.  

j) Xerxes sits on a gold-plated throne, under a heavy canopy, on a raised dais/platform.  

k) The king takes his seat under the canopy, inlaid with jewels and supported by golden pillars. 
Turned rungs on the throne prove that a wood core is plated with gold, the feet are lion’s 
paws resting on turned balls of silver. Its back is straight, and there are no arms, though a 
cushion affords some comfort. The king’s feet rest on a footstool ending in the hoofs of bulls. 
When the king raises his right arm to extend the scepter and thus to indicate a favorable 
reception, his under tunic shows on his right waist; its long full sleeves droop down, and the 
candys descends in graceful folds to the ankles.  

l) Everyone entering the throne room is first screened by the Master at Arms, announced, must 
prostrate themselves before a living god, speak only when spoken to, keep one’s eyes 
lowered, and one’s hands always in the sleeves or in the open, to avoid any semblance of a 
concealed weapon.  

9. King Xerxes sees Esther standing at the doorway of the Royal Courtroom/Throne Hall.  

a) And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he 
held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and 
touched the tip of the scepter. (Esther 5:2) 

b) Queens do not prostrate themselves before their husbands.  

c) Again: The Septuagint adds to the drama. 

“My Lord,” she answered, “I saw You like an angel of God, and my heart was troubled 
with fear of Your glorious appearance. For You inspire awe, my Lord, though Your face is 
full of kindness.” As she was speaking, she collapsed and fainted. The king became 
alarmed, and all his attendants tried to comfort her.  
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d) Hollywood is not the only place where script-writers tend to elaborate for dramatic 
effect.  

10. Xerxes senses that something is troubling the pretty face of his beautiful Queen. He says three things to 
assure her …  

a) “What is it, Queen Esther?”; literally “What is it with you?”: a colloquialism meaning: “What 
troubles you?” 

b) What is your request? What is your wish? 

c) “It shall be given to you, even to the half of my kingdom!” – an exaggeration frequently used 
by kings to mean, “I shall be generous to you.”  

d) For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And 
the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” And he 
vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” (Mark 6:22-
23) 

11. Incidentally, Xerxes had given this same open-ended promise twice before in his dealings with queens 
and mistresses:  

a) His “crush” on Artaynte, his niece and daughter-in-law, led him to make such a promise. 
Artaynte asked for a royal robe made for Xerxes by his wife. He had to give the robe to the 
girl.  

b) Later, he made the same promise to Queen Amestris, who exacted revenge upon Artaynte by 
asking for Xerxes to mutilate and kill Artaynte’s mother, Xerxes sister-in-law and mistress. 
He had to grant Amestris’ request, and so he killed his sister-in-law!  

c) Timothy S. Laniak: “This story incidentally illustrates the way in which the royal word (be it 
promise or edict) can bind even the king.” (Esther: Understanding the Bible Com.; pp. 235-
236) 

12. Esther’s response is both proper and tactful: She asks for a private banquet with the King and Haman. 
That’s all.  

And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have 
prepared for the king.” (Esther 5:4) 

13. The King makes it happen … immediately!  

 

II. THE APPEAL OF ESTHER (Esther 5:5-8) 

Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman 
came to the feast that Esther had prepared. And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to 
Esther, “What is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: If I have found favor in 
the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman 
come to the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” (Esther 5:5-8) 

1. Xerxes brings the day’s royal business to an abrupt end. Calls a recess until the next day, and adjourns to 
Esther’s private quarters for an “intimate dinner.” 
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2. Over wine at the end of the meal, Xerxes again asks Esther what her desire is.  

And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It shall 
be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 
(Esther 5:6) 

3. So Esther asks for a second private feast, promising then to reveal to the king that matter that troubled her 
and her request of the king.  

4. Why ask for a second banquet? Why not come right to the point?  

5. Is this just a literary device to string out the story and build a sense of anticipation in the reader? No. 
Esther does this for 5 reasons:  

a) First: In the ancient world protocol was to extend important business over several grand meals 
to both flatter one’s guests and to show deference to the importance of the event.  

(1) Xerxes does this in chapter 1; a royal feast season lasting 6 months, with multiple 
feasts. 

(2) If Esther jumped “right to the point” it would have seemed rude to the king …  

(3) …. and would have made her request seem trite. 

(4) By hosting another banquet Esther was tactfully saying to the king, “What I’m 
going to ask you is very, very important.”  

b) Second: Ester was looking for an indication of just how serious Xerxes was in his intent to 
grant her wish. 

(1) By agreeing to come to the second banquet Xerxes was telling Esther, “I’m 
favorable to whatever you’ll ask.”  

(2) Had the king not wanted to truly give Esther some big grant, he could’ve make an 
excuse not to attend the next day’s feast. 

(3) Remember: Xerxes has suspended royal business, re-arranged his busy schedule, 
and, no doubt, put many other important people off in order to tend to Esther’s 
needs.  

c) Third: I think Esther was subtly and psychologically creating a resentment of Haman in the 
king’s heart.  

(1) Xerxes wanted to be alone with his gorgeous wife – especially since he hadn’t 
slept with her for a month!  

(2) One banquet with Haman hanging around was one thing 

(3) But to have Haman at the second intimate supper was a nuisance and great 
annoyance!  

(4) J. G. McConville: Esther: DSB; pp. 176-177 

The king had certainly not bargained for this. Haman may be his favourite, but 
he can hardly want him around just at the moment. Esther’s introduction of 
Haman, therefore, serves not only to have him conveniently placed for 
exposure when the propitious moment comes, but to begin to provoke 
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frustration in the king against him. There is just a hint here that Esther’s 
purpose is to sow a resentment in the king’s mind, and have him think that this 
Haman was staking too big a claim both in the kingdom and in his wife’s 
esteem.  

d) Fourth: Esther was about to embarrass the king by showing him how he had been naively 
manipulated by Haman!  

(1) Royal Rule #1: NEVER embarrass the king, surprise him with unwelcomed news, 
or make him look bad.  

(2) Royal Rule #2: If you’ve got to say something uncomplimentary to the king, do it 
in private.  

(3) Royal Rule #3: Always provide a way for the king to save face!  

e) Fifth: Haman must be present when the truth is revealed so that Haman has no time to 
dissuade the king, and so that the king’s righteous anger may take immediate action against 
Haman. Young Esther is using the element of surprise to offset the advantage of an old, 
experienced politician.  

f) Esther is a smart girl!  

g) As only a woman can do, Esther planned to accomplish all that she needed to do, and make 
her husband look good in the end! A wise woman! 

(1) When you sit down to eat with a ruler, 
observe carefully who is before you, (Prov. 23:1) 

(2) Like a gold ring in a pig's snout 
is a beautiful woman without discretion. (Prov. 11:22) 

(3) An excellent wife who can find? 
She is far more precious than jewels. 
The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
and he will have no lack of gain. 
She does him good, and not harm, 
all the days of her life. (Prov. 31:10-12) 

6. Frederic W. Bush: Ruth-Esther: WBC: Vol. 9; p. 406 

Esther’s purpose makes cogent and compelling sense. We must account for Esther’s behavior in 
terms of her world. She is clearly the one who is taking the initiative and determining the course of 
events.  

 

III. THE AGITATION OF HAMAN (Esther 5:9-14)   

And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, 
that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. Nevertheless, 
Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. And 
Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with which 
the king had honored him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 
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Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And 
tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a 
gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go 
joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made. (Esther 5:9-14) 

1. Haman’s true character is revealed in these six verses; third paragraph. 

2. He is a man whose ego dominates and distorts his life to tragic ends. 

a) He is elated to be included in a dinner party with only the King and Queen (Imagine if Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip invited only YOU to a dinner with them in Buckingham 
Palace!) 

b) He also recounts to his wife and friends all the King had done for him:  

(1) And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, 
all the promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had 
advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. (Esther 5:11) 

(2) Xerxes had made him exceedingly rich 

(3) Ten sons (9:13) also favored by the king. 

(4) All his promotions, even to the position of Prime Minister. 

(5) And now … a private banquet no doubt so Esther could honor him as well! 

(6) Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to the 
feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 
(Esther 5:12) 

(7) Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, and never satisfied are the eyes of man. 
(Prov. 27:20) 

3. But … it was all ruined by pride and prejudice (No pun intended)  

a) Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's 
gate.” (Esther 5:13) 

b) Pride: Mordecai was the one man who would not bow to him. 

c) Prejudice: Hatred of Mordecai because he was a Jew. 

d) Haman was eaten alive by his own pride and prejudice. 

4. Why?  Because those are two sinful cravings which can never be satisfied.  

a) Pride: The craving for more and more honor, glory, fame. There will always be someone 
greater, more famous, exalted to a higher level, more popular, more loved. Glory is addictive! 

b) Prejudice: The hatred of a race of people that can only be eliminated if every one of the 
people group is eliminated. 

(1) Like Hitler and his desire for a world free of Jews. 

(2) Like the Hutus who sought to kill every Tutsi in the massacre of Rwanda. 



 

ES1705 
 

11 

(3) Worst of all: If one of those people you hate is exalted and blessed it makes you 
absolutely miserable.  

5. Illustration: I have seen this hundreds of times in the American South as white people become livid with 
rage when a Black person is successful, becomes wealthy, is elected to office, or is promoted at work: “I 
won’t have any N________ lording it over me!” 

6. This was exactly what was to happen to Haman, the next day!  

7. Note the contrast of two wives in this story –  

a) Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, 
and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the 
king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made. (Esther 5:14) 

b) Zeresh gives violent, wicked, heartless advice to her husband: “Kill him and go enjoy your 
dinner!” 

c) Esther gives gracious, truthful and live-saving advice to her husband: “Save a people you 
were fooled into condemning!”  

d) How influential a wife can be over a man!  

8. Divine Providence: Haman constructs the very gallows upon which he and his sons will die! “This idea 
pleased Haman, and he had to gallows made.” (5:14) 

9. Oh, the Providence of God! 

 

Conclusion: What do we make of this story? I would suggest to you that there are four powerful lessons in this 
chapter …  

1. First: There is the lesson of just how influential wives are over their husbands and children …  

a) In His complementary design for men and women God has given to each gender a compatible 
gift. 

(1) Men possess authority: the responsibility, right and position to determine what the 
family does. 

(2) Women possess influence: the power to sway both husband and children toward a 
course of action.  

(3) Men have an innate desire for and affection toward women. As one old sage said: 
“The weaker sex is really the stronger sex because of the weakness of the stronger 
sex for the weaker sex.”  

(4) Illustration: Eve used her influence to manipulate Adams behavior so that his 
authority was misused and his federal headship was severely damaged. Adam’s 
actions impute to us all original sin and guilt because of his headship and authority. 
But it was Eve who made it all happen.  

(5) When authority and influence work together for good the entire culture is blessed. 
When they are at odds things fall apart.  
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(6) Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, “Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 
church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. (Eph. 5:22, 25, 31-33) 

(7) Jesus Christ is a loving Head with gracious authority. His wife, the church, does 
not always use her influence to bless God’s children or Honor Christ.  

2. Second: Pride and Prejudice are the twins of the Devil, and always lead to misery and destruction, 
because they fuel the vices of narcissism and hate.  

a) A Proud person will never receive enough glory because there is always at least one who is 
greater; God if no one else.  

(1) When pride comes, then comes disgrace, 
but with the humble is wisdom. (Prov. 11:2) 

(2) Pride goes before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall. (Prov. 16:18) 

(3) One's pride will bring him low, 
but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor. (Prov. 29:23) 

b) A Prejudiced person will never have his hatred assuaged because God has bequeathed to all 
people the image of God and called us to honor one another, giving dignity to all.  

(1) Bloodthirsty men hate one who is blameless 
and seek the life of the upright. (Prov. 29:10) 

(2) The poor is disliked even by his neighbor, 
but the rich has many friends. 
Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, 
but blessed is he who is generous to the poor. (Prov. 14:20-21) 

c) Our God is both humble and open-handed toward all. But He opposes the proud and the 
mean-spirited.  

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:5-7) 

3. Third: When we know more about specific people it is harder to think of them as only wicked 
individuals. Before we form opinions of others we need to know all the facts!  

a) King Xerxes is portrayed as a despotic ruler who wantonly condemned the Jews to extinction. 
Not so!  

b) True, he was a womanizer, he could be ruthless, and he made poor decisions based upon bad 
advice.  
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c) But … he also loved Queen Esther, proved to be both approachable and reasonable, rewarded 
loyalty with generosity, and genuinely sought to do the just thing.  

d) It is the easiest thing in the world to either deify into a god, or vilify into a beast, the public 
figures in our lives – Presidents, Bosses, Pastors, Principals, etc. Our Duty is to assume the 
best, give them the judgment of charity and honor them.  

Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:17) 

e) God will correct those who are poor leaders. And remove the wicked.  

f) History has a way of producing only heroes and villains. But the deeper we delve into the 
affairs of men, the more we find that in most people – especially great men – there is the tug 
of war of the fallen nature: the irony and part hero and part villain.  

g) For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do 
what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do 
it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies 
close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members 
another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of 
God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. (Romans 7:18-25) 

4. Fourth: Whenever you and I go to God for aid, we find the golden scepter of Jesus Christ extended to us. 
For in Christ we find favor with God!  

a) Anthony Tomasino: Esther: EEC; p. 265 

We may draw comparisons of the king’s mercy and God’s mercy, but Xerxes will always 
pale in that light. Xerxes spared a queen who pushed the limits of the law in a righteous 
cause. God spared the sinners who rebel against His commandments for their own selfish 
ends.  

It is not comparison, but contrast, that truly illuminates this episode. King Xerxes was a 
fearful man who isolated himself from others and used the threat of violence to keep them 
at a distance. God, on the other hand, longs to have fellowship with humanity. He was 
willing to enter into our world, live among us, and even become vulnerable for our sakes. 
King Xerxes regarded Esther as an object of sensual pleasure. God’s love for humanity is 
pure and selfless. The golden staff of the king was a symbol of his absolute power and 
majesty; the cross of Christ was a symbol of humiliation and suffering.  

b) The Lord says to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
The Lord sends forth from Zion 
your mighty scepter. 
Rule in the midst of your enemies! (Ps. 110:1-2) 

c) Jesus rules His enemies, first, not by destroying them but by saving them: the scepter of His 
grace.  
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but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
(Romans 5:8-10) 

d) Only at the end of time, when all men will have made their choice to bow to Christ or oppose 
Him, will Christ force men to submit to His rule: the scepter of glory. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11) 

e) For now, Christ has won for us “favor in God’s sight”  

5. Xerxes said to Esther, “What is your request? It shall be given to you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 
(5:3). But he didn’t really mean that.  

6. Jesus says, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom … and I 
assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Luke 12:32; 22:29-30). And He meant it. 
So much so that …  

a) … God swore by Himself …  

For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to 
swear, he swore by himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus 
Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. For people swear by something 
greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So 
when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable 
character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable 
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have 
strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. (Heb. 6:13-18) 

b) … and sealed the promise with the blood of Jesus …  

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory. (2 Cor. 1:20) 

c) His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to 
us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful 
desire. (2 Peter 1:3-4) 

7. The title to this sermon is “The Way to a King’s Heart” 

a) You probably thought I was making reference to the banquet Esther set for Xerxes.  

b) i.e., “The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach.” 

c) But I really meant something else: Humility 
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8. Esther is a contrast to Queen Vashti: 

a) Vashti was haughty, willful and embarrassed the king.  

b) Esther was humble, respectful and honored the king.  

c) Timothy Laniak: “Her obsequiousness is in marked contrast to Vashti’s obstinacy in chapter 
1 …” (p. 233) 

d) In short, Esther’s humility found favor (grace) with the king.  

9. Therein is out last lesson: God shows favor to the humble.  

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. (James 4:6, 10) 

With the merciful you show yourself merciful; 
with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
with the purified you show yourself pure; 
and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
For you save a humble people, 
but the haughty eyes you bring down. (Ps. 18:25-27) 

 

 


