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Esther 6:1-14                   June 4, 2017 PM 
Restoring God-Fearing Community           Esther 
ES1706         
 
 

“A Turn of Fortune”    
 

INTRODUCTION: Every Christian should own a good, solid Hymnal. 

1. The eminent Church historian Philip Schaff wrote this about hymns and hymnals. (Morgan: Then Sings 
My Soul; p. 5) 

The hymn is a popular spiritual song, presenting a healthful Christian sentiment in a noble, simple, 
and universally intelligible form, and adapted to be read and sung with edification by the whole 
congregation of the faithful … They resound in all pious hearts, and have, like the daily rising sun 
and the yearly returning spring, an indestructible freshness and power … Next to the Holy Scripture, 
a good hymn-book is the richest fountain of edification. 

2. And Pastor Robert J. Morgan, in his book Then Sings My Soul (p. 6), called the hymnal a “layman’s 
systematic theology:  

Once upon a time, English-speaking Christians owned their own hymnals just as most believers today 
own their own Bibles. In the 1700s and 1800s, these were small volumes without musical notes, 
giving stanzas of hymn texts in tiny print. Worshippers carried these undersized hymnbooks to church 
each Sunday, then took them home and sang from them in personal or family devotions the rest of the 
week. Hymnals were, as someone put it, the ordinary person’s systematic theology books – their 
Bibles in one hand; their hymnals in the other. For us today, hymns are portable units of praise, 
capable of being sung in the heart and with the voice, as needed by the soul, seven days a week.  

3. By “hymn” I mean a sacred song written to be sung, in unison and in metric form, by a congregation. 
Hymns we sing have been written by St. Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, Charles Westley, John Newton, 
Fanny Crosby, and Keith and Kristyn Getty.  

4. Much of “modern praise music” is of incredible poor quality –  

a) not written to be sung easily by a congregation but by a band 

b) shallow and sentimental words (effeminate) 

c) poor theology 

5. An example of a poor-quality hymn is Holy Spirit, You Are Welcome Here.  

a) Written by Korie Torwalt and Bryan Andrew Wilson  

There's nothing worth more that could ever come close 
No thing can compare, You're our living hope 
Your presence, Lord 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 
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There's nothing worth more that will ever come close 
No thing can compare, You're our living hope 
Your presence, Lord 

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone 
In your presence, Lord 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 

Let us become more aware of Your presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Let us become more aware of Your presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Let us become more aware of Your presence 
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness 

Lord, your goodness, Lord 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord 

 

b) When Kim Walker Smith, with the band Jesus Culture, performs this song it’s 9 minutes 
and 27 second of endless repetition …  

c) … filled with lots of “band sounds” …  

d) Like a mantra sung over and over until the concert hall was swaying in a trance.  

e) 5 short expressions repeated over and over again, with much sentimental but shallow 
theology. 

6. I’ve asked John Haines not to sing this song in our worship services while I’m still here.  

a) Am I a “meany”? Being “offensive”? Hurting your feelings because that’s your favorite hymn 
… this mantra?  

b) I apologize, but here’s some good news –  
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(1) “Scrooge will be out of here in two more weeks, then you can mantra this song to 
your heart’s content.” 

(2) Maybe Kevin DeYoung will love this song, though I doubt it. He’s an historic 
theologian.  

(3) No worry; In 9 months, no one will be singing this song anyway. It’s shelf-life will 
be short.  

c) It’s simply a poor-quality hymn.  

7. In contrast Maltbie Davenport Babcock (1858-1901) was noteworthy Presbyterian minister who 
pastored the storied Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City.  

a) He wrote a 16-stanza poem “Thoughts for Everyday Living” around the year 1898-1899. 

b) 16 stanzas, each one unique, the only repetition was “This Is My Father’s World” 

c) After his death, his wife published the condensed version of his poem:  

This is my Father's world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father's world, 
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world, 
He shines in all that's fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
He speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father's world. 
O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world: 
why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! 
God reigns; let the earth be glad! 

d) That is a beautiful combination of life, theology and poetic art!  

e) Albert Edward Bailey: The Gospel in Hymns; p. 533 

(1) In stanza 3 the author realizes that all’s not right with the world, but has faith that 
God’s moral law will be upheld, Jesus’ sacrifice to be justified, and ultimately 
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earth and heaven will be indistinguishable – a hope that it may take eternity to 
realize, but a grand and necessary one.  

(2) This is my Father's world. 
O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. (stanza 3) 

8. That stanza of Babcock’s poem/hymn could be the subtitle for the Book of Esther: “Oh, Let one not 
forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet!”  

9. In chapter 6 of the Story of Esther a turn of fortune occurs; God rules, through divine providence, to turn 
the tables on wickedness.  

10. You and I live in a world of wickedness, in every imaginable way –  

a) Reports of terrorism, wars, tribal violence, and senseless school shootings of innocent children 
fill our lives and newspapers.  

b) Homosexuality (and same sex-marriage) are pushed in our face in commercials, TV sitcoms, 
corporate diversity training, court rulings and laws intruding even into our thought of life and 
values.  

c) The state of our government is pitiful: corrupt, paralyzed by grid-lock, driven by petty 
motives; a choice between “the Crude or the Crook” – Trump or Clinton! 

d) The Clergy is hardly any better. You have a choice between Catholic pedophiles, Liberal 
Homosexuals, Televangelist adulterers, evangelical pastors addicted to porn, or PCA pastors 
patronizing Ashly Madison prostitutes! 

e) Dead economy, failing universities, anarchy in the streets, and a new wave of racial prejudice 
and violence. 

f) … and more …  

11. Christians in America are losing hope, are filled with fear, are giving in to rage, and are doubting the 
sovereign Providence of a Good God.  

a) Westminster Confession of Faith: “of Providence” (5-1) 

God the great Creator of all things doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, 
actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy 
providence, according to his infallible foreknowledge, and the free immutable counsel of 
his own will, to praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.  

Westminster Shorter Catechism: Questions 8 and 11 

8. Q. How doth God execute his decrees? 

A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.  

11. Q. What are God’s works of providence?  

A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 
governing all his creatures, and all their actions.  

12.  It seems to me that it is time to do three things …  
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a) Revisit our Westminster Confession of Faith: “of Providence”  

b) Re-read the Story of Esther 

c) Rediscover the words of a great hymn: “This is my Father’s world; Oh let me not forget, that 
though the wrong seems oft so strong God is the Ruler yet!”  

13. In chapter 6, this Providential Rule of God begins to unfold for all to see …  

a) Two paragraphs; the first two steps of God’s deliverance of His people – the Jews 

b) Esther 6:1-9 – A Royal Chronicles 

c) Esther 6:10-14 – A Royal Customs 

I. A ROYAL CHRONICLE READ (Esther 6:1-9) 

On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the 
chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it was found written how Mordecai had told about 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay 
hands on King Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for 
this?” The king's young men who attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” And the king said, 
“Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace to speak to the king 
about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. And the king's young men told 
him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.” So Haman came in, and 
the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said 
to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” And Haman said to the king, “For the 
man whom the king delights to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that 
the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. And let the robes and the horse be handed over 
to one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let 
them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delights to honor.’” (Esther 6:1-9) 

1. Note this: God’s Providence usually works through secondary causes:  

a) Westminster Confession of Faith (5-2) 

Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first Cause, all things 
come to pass immutably, and infallibly; yet, by the same providence, he ordereth them to 
fall out, according to the nature of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or 
contingently.  

b) The First Cause of all things: The Decree of God 

(1) I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. (Ps. 2:7-9) 
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(2) And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

(3) Westminster Confession of Faith: 3-1 

God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, 
freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, as thereby 
neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the 
creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established. (WCF 3-1) 

(4) Note: “the contingency of second causes … established” 

(5) i.e., the law of cause and effect is used by the Sovereign God.  

c) The Second Cause: The means by which God works His decree (His will). 

(1) Although, in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first cause, all 
things come to pass immutably, and infallibly; yet, by the same providence, he 
ordereth them to fall out, according to the nature of second causes, either 
necessarily, freely, or contingently. (WCF 5-2)  

(2) necessarily: in the laws of nature (e.g., gravity)  

(3) freely: in the randomness of “chance” (act of God) 

(4) contingently: in the choices of mankind (their results)  

d) Example: The crucifixion of Jesus Christ …  

(1) this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. (Acts 2:23) 

(2) for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and 
the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to 
take place. (Acts 4:27-28) 

(3) First Cause: What God predestined to take place: Atonement 

(4) Second Cause: The injustice of Rome and the hatred of Jews: Murder 

(5) Predestined Atonement + Human murder = Redemption for all!  

e) The Decree of God has 3 parts: Creation, Providence and Redemption! 

2. Back to our story: God has predestined the Jewish people (children of Abraham) to be a blessing to the 
whole world.  

a) Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” (Gen. 12:1-3) 

(1) The Son of Abraham was not really Isaac (type) but Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 
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(2) Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to 
him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” (John 4:21-
26) 

b) But for a season He allowed the Jews to undergo an intense threat to their preservation –  

(1) Dispersion by the Assyrians 

(2) Exile and captivity by the Babylonians 

(3) Royal Decree of a holocaust by the Persians 

c) Why? To bring them back to Himself in repentance, renewal and reformation –  

(1) The most wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentimes leave, for a season, 
his own children to manifold temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, 
to chastise them for their former sins, or to discover unto them the hidden strength 
of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be humbled; and, to 
raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon 
himself, and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and 
for sundry other just and holy ends. (WCF 5-5) 

(2) Back to the one true God; away from idols. 

(3) Back to the Covenant of Grace; away from national sin 

(4) Back to the Plan of Salvation; away from worldliness 

d) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-
17) 

3. Here is the First Secondary Cause of Israel’s rescue: Royal insomnia. 

a) On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable 
deeds, the chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it was found written how 
Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the 
threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. (Esther 6:1-2) 

b) Why can’t he sleep? Xerxes had a lot on his mind. (Imagine what our President takes to bed 
each night!) 

c) So he rises, calls for the court Chronicler to bring “The Book of Memorable Deeds”  

d) NASB: “the book of records; the chronicles …”  
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e) The Royal Archives: journal entries of the affairs of the Persian Kings. Each King kept a 
“chronicle” later to be archived in the Royal Library in Ecbatana, after the king’s death.  

f) Note: much of our understanding of the book of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther comes from these 
archives discovered in modern times.  

g) Like: First and Second Chronicles in the OT.  

4. Why did the King want them to be read? The Second Secondary Cause: To review the record of the 
court. 

a) Some say that the boring, monotone of the royal scribe reading the records would put Xerxes 
to sleep! 

b) Imagine: You can’t sleep, so you get up, turn on C-SPAN at 2:00 a.m., and watch a lone 
representative from Iowa, read a 250-page proposal, to a virtually empty House of 
Representatives.  

c) You’d be asleep in 20 minutes! Bored to sleep. 

d) But I think not. Xerxes tossed and turned, and finally said to himself, “I might as well get up 
and get some work done.” 

e) Note: The Ancient Kings personally reviewed and edited their own Chronicles to ensure that 
the record of history reflected well on their reigns and their persons. That’s why much of the 
Chronicles were written in the first person: “I … me … my…” 

f) Here is a journal entry, by Xerxes, early in his reign (A.T. Olmstead: History of the Persian 
Empire; p. 232) 

Within these lands was a place where formerly the daevas were worshiped. Afterward by 
the favor of Ahuramazda I destroyed that community of daevas and proclaimed: The 
daevas you shall not worship. Where formerly the daevas were worshiped, there I 
worshiped Ahuramazda and the holy Arta. And there was other business which was done 
ill; that I made good. That which I did, all I did by the favor of Ahuramazda. Ahuramazda 
brought me aid until I had finished the work.  

5. The Third Secondary Cause: The King’s desire to do justice and to look good in the eyes of history! 

a) And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The 
king's young men who attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” (Esther 6:3) 

b) If would not look good for Xerxes to forget to honor the man who saved his life; to fail to 
honor the King’s deliverer! 

c) The Ancient Greek historian Herodotus mentions that when a Persian named Xenagoras 
saved King Xerxes’ brother from death, the King made him governor of Cilicia.  

d) Xenophon, another ancient Greek historian, remarked that the Persian Kings generously 
awarded loyalty and service.  

6. The Fourth Secondary Cause: Haman’s plan to request that Mordecai be hanged for no reason!  

a) Apparently, the review of the Chronicles took all night …  

b) … for in the morning Haman arrived to ask Xerxes if he might kill Mordecai.  
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c) And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the 
king's palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had 
prepared for him. And the king's young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the 
court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.” (Esther 6:4-5) 

7. Anthony Tomasino: Esther: EEC; pp. 275-276 

a) The king’s sleeplessness might be considered the first “proximate” coincidence of the Esther 
narrative. Vashti’s disobedience and Esther’s selection as queen occurred years before their 
importance would become known. The rivalry between Mordecai and Haman was established 
generations before their birth. In this incident, however, Xerxes’ insomnia has a direct effect 
on the course of events. On the very night when Haman would seek an audience with the king 
to discuss Mordecai’s execution, the king is reminded that Mordecai had saved his life. It 
seems a small thing, and yet its implications will be great.  

b) Vashti is replaced by Esther … “coincidentally.”  

c) Mordecai becomes a court official … “coincidentally.” 

d) Haman shows up in the palace at a key moment … “coincidentally.”  

e) And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

8. The Fifth Secondary Cause: The Persian tradition of honoring those who preserve, protect and promote 
the welfare of the King! 

a) So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more 
than me?” And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, let 
royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and 
on whose head a royal crown is set. And let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of 
the king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and 
let them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus 
shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’” (Esther 6:6-9) 

b) Please … Please …  don’t tell me our God does not have a marvelous sense of humor with 
perfect timing!  

c) The Lord's curse is on the house of the wicked, 
but he blesses the dwelling of the righteous. 
Toward the scorners he is scornful,  
but to the humble he gives favor. 
The wise will inherit honor, 
but fools get disgrace. (Prov. 3:33-35) 

d) Anthony Tomasino: Zondervan Ills. Bible Background Comm.; p. 495 

Robes are one of the most frequently mentioned gifts given by the Persian kings. Robes 
given by the king were worn continuously as a sign of royal favor and of social status. The 
king’s robes were unique and would have been easily recognized by the people of Susa. In 
carvings, the Persian kings are all depicted wearing identical robes decorated with 
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concentric circles and images of lions. It would have been most unusual for anyone other 
than the king to be permitted to wear this particular robe. Of course, the robe worn by 
Mordecai might not have been the purple and white robe, but something else from the 
king’s wardrobe. 

II. A ROYAL CUSTOM REENACTED (Esther 6:10-14) 

Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai 
the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” So Haman took the robes 
and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, 
“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” Then Mordecai returned to the king's 
gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. And Haman told his wife Zeresh 
and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, 
“If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but 
will surely fall before him.” While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried to 
bring Haman to the feast that Esther had prepared. (Esther 6:10-14) 

1. Key observation: Xerxes has become aware that this Mordecai is a Jew! 

a) Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do 
so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have 
mentioned.” (Esther 6:10) 

b) Was Xerxes aware that the Jews were the people he had condemned to death by decree?  

Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, 
and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. (Esther 
3:13) 

c) I think not. He had merely been told by Haman that “a certain people” – unspecified – 
threatened his empire.  

Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad and 
dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different 
from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to 
the king's profit to tolerate them. If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be 
destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge 
of the king's business, that they may put it into the king's treasuries.” (Esther 3:8-9) 

d) So Xerxes gave Haman permission to write the decree, circulate it and execute it.  

And the king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them 
as it seems good to you.” Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of 
the first month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the 
king's satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all the 
peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own language. It was 
written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring. (Esther 
3:11-12) 

e) Xerxes was also clueless to the animosity between Haman and Mordecai; remember: No bad 
news or negative information was to come before the king! 
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f) Joyce Baldwin: Esther: TOTC; p. 90 

The king seems to be ignorant of the mutual antagonism between these two; in his 
isolation he had no means of knowing what was evident to a child playing at the gate of 
his palace, but citizens who watched the parade through the city square could appreciate 
the irony and marvel at the incongruity.  

2. The Hand of Providence is plainly at work in the unintended but secondary causes introduced into the 
story by the motives of the players on this stage.  

3. J. G. McConnville: Esther: DBS; p. 179 

Each of the characters on stage is ignorant of the motives and plans of the other. The king knows as 
little of Haman’s passion to be rid of Mordecai as Haman knows of the king’s plan to elevate him. 
Only the reader can savour the exquisite irony and suspense.  

4. Shamed by the reversal of fortune – He had to bow to Mordecai! – Haman covers his head and runs home 
in tears!  

Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his 
head covered. (Esther 6:12) 

5. Zeresh, Haman’s wife, now reverses her counsel …  

a) Before she had said …  

“Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have 
Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” (Esther 5:14) 

b) Now a sense of foreboding strikes her soul …  

“If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not 
overcome him but will surely fall before him.” (Esther 6:13) 

6. The ancient peoples (Persians) were highly superstitious and they interpreted all events as omens …  

a) They were right in part: all events are scripted for divine purposes.  

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

b) They were wrong in this: It was not fate, the gods, or the daevas (spirits/demons) who 
determined things but rather a Sovereign God.  

7. Before Haman can act to reverse the events he’s set in motion, he is summoned to “The Feast” … and 
ultimately, his death! 

a) While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman 
to the feast that Esther had prepared. (Esther 6:14) 

b) “hurried to bring Haman to the feast.” 

c) Haman had planned a preemptive strike against Mordecai and his people (Jews)…  

d) … now he is preemptively rushed off to his own death with the destruction of his own family! 

8. Wow! What a turn of fortune. 
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Conclusion: There are three observations I would draw from this passage, all concerning the Providence of God 
in our lives.  

1. First: Our nation is in the spiritual, moral, economic, social and political disarray that it is not by 
accident. God’s Providence is at work.  

a) Just as God disciplined, purged and restored His OT people by means of Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Persians, Greeks and Romans – and all their godless kings and emperors …  

b) So He is doing to His people in America: The Church.  

c) We’re receiving the “due penalty” of our sins …  

(1) Resistance to Authority: husbands and fathers who leave home, bosses who are 
less and less competent or caring, pastors who are dropping out or not going into 
ministry, presidential choices no better than Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton 
(gridlock gov’t)  

(2) Our crass materialism: a faltering and failing economy 

(3) Our sexual immorality: porn, same-sex marriages, 1/3 of all US children born out 
of wedlock, huge abortion industry (Planned Parenthood) 

(4) Our anger and rage: school shootings, terrorism, police vs. citizens in our streets 
(fear) 

(5) etc. … I could go on: We are reaping what we’ve sown.  

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 
we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the household of faith. (Gal. 6:7-10) 

d) God is moving the American Church toward repentance, renewed faith, a revival of holiness, 
a reformation of faith and …  

e) the restoring of God-fearing community.  

f) God is providentially at work in America! 

2. Second: Christ Covenant Church has been guided by the Providence of God over her 35 years of history.  

a) a season of rapid but shallow growth, early on.  

b) a season of disruption and dissension, for 6-7 years. 

c) a season of disciplined rediscovery of who we truly are (11 years)  

d) We must not say, “Christ Covenant Church was a mess when Pastor Ross came in 2006.” Not 
true! We were in distress and under discipline, but we were not a disastrous mess! 

e) We were simply “reaping what we’d sown.”  

(1) We were proud, so God humbled us greatly. 
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(2) We boasted in our growth in numbers, so God cut us down in size. 

(3) We had two visions, two theologies, two worship philosophies in tension, so God 
let us split in order to reorganize under our Confession and BCO. (A reunited 
vision)  

(4) We had bad marriages, so we saw many divorces and lots of our children walk 
away from God, Christ and Church. God has called us to covenant-keeping 
marriage, for our grandchildren’s sake!  

(5) We had many elders and deacons who lusted for power and control, rather than 
serving the saints. They’re gone! God took them away, and gave us shepherds who 
love us.  

(6) etc. … I could go on. But God has been good to both preserve and prosper us.  

(7) The most wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentimes leave, for a season, 
his own children to manifold temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, 
to chastise them for their former sins, or to discover unto them the hidden strength 
of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be humbled; and, to 
raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon 
himself, and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and 
for sundry other just and holy ends. (WCF 5-5) 

f) Now we are ready for Kevin DeYoung, and a season of godly, healthy, spiritual growth … 
once again!  

g) We are not a mess. We are God’s Church. And Christ will love us, discipline us, grow us. But 
He’ll never give up on us. He loves us!  

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all 
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have 
had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be 
subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (Heb. 12:7-11) 

3. Third: There is not a person in this room who is not going through some season of pain, injustice, deep 
disappointment, suffering – even facing death. So we’re saying to God, “Where are you when I need your 
help?” 

a) Here’s His answer: “I’m right here with you with my Hand of Providence on your shoulder!”  

b) Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, 
“The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear;  
what can man do to me?” (Heb. 13:5-6) 
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c) Personal Illustration: I have recently gone through a rather significant disappointment in 
which I feel I’ve been treated both unkindly and unjustly. And I was angry and a bit bitter 
toward God for a week or so.  

d) But then I thought this: I am 68 years old and my God has not failed me one single time, in all 
the difficulties I’ve faced for over half a century! Not one time! Never once!  

e) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

When I am afraid, 
I put my trust in you. 
In God, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
What can flesh do to me? (Ps. 56:3-4) 

You have kept count of my tossings; 
put my tears in your bottle. 
Are they not in your book? 
Then my enemies will turn back 
in the day when I call. 
This I know, that God is for me. 
In God, whose word I praise, 
in the Lord, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
What can man do to me? (Ps. 56:8-11) 

f) What wonderful truth: “This I know, that God is for me!” 

g) I will yet praise God for His gracious Providence toward me! 

4. It is natural to feel anxious, angry, fearful, betrayed and violated by all the wickedness of wicked people 
in this world.  But King David reminds us of “the turn of fortune” for those who trust in God …  

Nevertheless, I am continually with you; 
you hold my right hand. 
You guide me with your counsel, 
and afterward you will receive me to glory. 
Whom have I in heaven but you? 
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 
My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
For behold, those who are far from you shall perish; 
you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 
But for me it is good to be near God; 
I have made the Lord God my refuge, 
that I may tell of all your works. (Ps. 73:23-28) 

5. Let’s be good Presbyterians, faithful theologians and devout believers. Let’s remember our Westminster 
Confession of Faith (5-7)  
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As the providence of God doth, in general, reach to all creatures; so, after a most special manner, it 
taketh care of his church, and disposeth all things to the good thereof.  

6. And let’s turn, once again, to the “Layman’s’ Systematic Theology,” our Trinity Hymnals, and find 
refreshment and restored hope in hymn #111 

This is my Father's world, O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet! 
 


