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Psalm 122:1-9      June 11, 2017 AM 
None But Zion’s Children                 Last Sermon 
PS1706           
 

“The House of the Lord” 
 

INTRODUCTION: Stelle Snyder is our Director of Communication here at Christ Covenant Church … 

1. … and has been so for over 25 years.  

2. She is the patient and wise soul who helps me negotiate life with the local press and the media. She drafts 
my quarterly giving letter to you, edits all my emails and letters to the congregation and community, 
serves as editor of our E-Courier, posts entries to our website, Facebook, etc.  

3. Her main task is to help me say what I want to say in a more positive, gentle, and kinder manner. 
Looking back over 11 years of ministry, I have come to the conclusion that Stelle should have edited my 
sermon notes each week before I preach!  

4. Stelle called me back on May 15th and suggested I give a Valedictorian Sermon sometime before I left.  

a) “Valedictorian” comes from the Latin words vale (farewell) and dictous (to say; dicere) 

b) Valedictory comments are farewell statements.  

c) Valediction: an act of bidding farewell or taking leave; the saying goodbye to others; an 
oration as someone leaves or bids farewell; a final address to a group. 

d) Hence: The Valedictorian address at commencement ceremonies of schools and colleges is 
the farewell address of the graduates, delivered on behalf of the students by a chosen member 
of the class.  

5. Stelle suggested that I leave with you my closing thoughts, my final “charge,” and goodly sentiments. 

6. I told her that I was planning to do this in two ways: 

a) First: A final sermon series titled “None But Zion’s Children Know”  

(1) A title taken from John Newton’s famous hymn Glorious Things of Thee Are 
Spoken, stanza 4 

Savior, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am,  

let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name:  

fading is the worldling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show;  

solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion’s children know.  

(2) A hymn about Loving the Church 

(3) Drawn from the opening words of Psalm 87 

On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
the Lord loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
Glorious things of you are spoken, 
O city of God. Selah (Ps. 87:1-3) 
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(4)  A Sermon Series on the Six Songs of Zion: Pss. 46, 48, 76, 84, 87 and 122.  

(5) Reason: my great and lifelong love for the Church, and Her absolutely central 
place in the life of true Christians.  

b) Second: A Sermon on Psalm 122, the last of the Songs of Zion. 

(1) a “Song of Ascents” (Pilgrim Psalm; Pss. 121-134) 

(2) A Psalm about the joy of “going to church” 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” (Ps. 122:1) 

(3) A valedictorian sermon.  

7. When I was a young boy I studied for and became an altar boy in the Roman Catholic Church. I was in 
the 4th grade; age 9. I had to …  

a) memorize the R.C. Liturgy, in Latin, and be able to recite the responses throughout the 
Catholic mass.  

b) know all the liturgical movements of four altar boy positions. 

(1) First: Lead altar boy; usually 7th-8th grade boys 

(2) Paten: Helps serve communion; usually 6th grade boys 

(3) Book: carries the sacred Missal used in liturgy; usually 5th grade boys 

(4) Fourth: beginners; 4th grade boys (candles)  

c) understand the Roman Catholic Theology of the Eucharist and the Mass.  

d) prepare the Priests vestments, the altar settings, candles, incense and other liturgical rubrics.  

8. An Article online (Mater Dei Latin Mass Parish) gives these opening instructions to altar boys:  

Altar boys in the Roman Catholic Church were first regarded as belonging to the clergy, thus they 
had to learn Latin prayers, songs and had to behave in a well manner and follow all the rules that 
were set on them. Many became priests later in life.  

It is a very great honor to be an altar boy at the Lord’s altar for any Mass. The altar boy helps the 
priest in those things which he does at the altar during the Sacrifice of the Mass and other liturgical 
events. He also sets a good example to the whole congregation, since he is highly visible and able to 
help the people in church to also be reverent. Many vocations to the priesthood have come from 
young men serving the priest at the altar. 

When serving the Tridentine Mass, one of the most important things that the server does is say the 
responses to the priest’s prayers in Latin. Very often, people in the congregation do not say anything 
at Mass using the older form of Mass, because there is an old tradition that the server alone was to 
make the responses for them. This means that the altar boy must be able and ready to speak out 
clearly and accurately all the Latin responses that fall to him. You are the representatives of the 
whole congregation right up close to the altar in the sanctuary. 
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9. Over the years my Christian beliefs and my practices of worship have drastically changed. I no longer 
believe …  

a) That Jesus is re-sacrificed every time there is a Mass.  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (1 Peter 3:18) 

b) That Jesus is physically present in the bread and wine: a doctrine called transubstantiation. 

c) That we should pray to Mary or the Saints. We are to pray directly to God alone, through 
Christ alone.  

d) That there are seven sacraments: Baptism, confession, Eucharist, confirmation, matrimony, 
ordination to sacred office, anointing of the sick or dying. 

(1) These are Biblical and Traditional practices; maybe even Church “ordinances” 

(2) But I believe in only two sacraments, instituted directly by Jesus Christ: Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper.  

e) That we receive merit and indulgences from the sacraments, and especially the Mass. 

f) That these sacraments are salvific; i.e., that they give us saving grace and atone for sins. We 
are saved by Christ alone, by grace alone through Christ alone.  

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Eph. 2:8-9) 

10. Please hear me: I am not advocating, endorsing or recommending that either you become a Roman 
Catholic or that you attend their sacrifice of the Mass. In fact, I think it would not be good or wise to do 
either.  

11. Having said that I want to say that I loved going to church as a child and growing up in my boyhood 
parish. It was only later in life, when I needed more than liturgy, that I left the Catholic Church and found 
gospel religion, first in an evangelical church, then in the Reformed Faith, and finally in the PCA.  

12. The opening words to the Catholic Mass are these; taken from Psalm 43:4, the Septuagint Version …  

a) Priest:  I will go to the altar of God.  

b) Response: To God who gives joy to my youth. 

c) Priest: Intribo ad altare Dei …  

d) Altar Boy: Ad Deum qui laetificat juventutem meam.  

e) The Septuagint: The LXX Psalm 42 

And I will go in to the altar of God, to God who gladdens my youth: I will give thanks to 
thee on the harp, O God, my God. (Ps. 43:4 LXX) 

f) The Hebrew Text: Psalm 43:4 (ESV) 

Then I will go to the altar of God, 
to God my exceeding joy, 
and I will praise you with the lyre, 
O God, my God. (Ps. 43:4) 
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13. I was glad whenever we went to Church (although as a child I was often bored by the sermon), and it 
gave me joy to be in the House of the Lord.  

14. It is not all that surprising, then, that my favorite verse – my “life verse” – is Psalm 122:1 

a) I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” (Ps. 122:1) 

b) Some 68 years later I am still glad to be a member of the Church, to go to Church every 
Sunday, and to worship with the Church each week.  

c) The Church remains, to me, The House of the Lord. 

d) you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:5) 

15. So … here are my valedictorian thoughts …  

16. A Lovely Psalm with two stanzas: 

a) Psalm 122:1-5 – Go to Church 

b) Psalm 122:6-9 – Pray for the Church 

 

I. THE JOY OF GOING TO CHURCH (Psalm 122:1-5) 

I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Our feet have been standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
Jerusalem—built as a city 
that is bound firmly together, 
to which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
There thrones for judgment were set, 
the thrones of the house of David. (Ps. 122:1-5) 

1. Psalm 122 is the third of the Songs of Ascents (Pss. 122-134) 

a) Literally: The Songs of the Going Up 

b) Strange nomenclature? Not if you understood the Annual Pilgrimages to Jerusalem (Pilgrim 
Psalms) 

c) The Pilgrims would sing the Songs of Zion, and other Psalms, moving down the Jordan Valley 
Caravan Route …  

d) … until they came to the oasis town of Jericho. 

e) They then “went up” to Jerusalem; a 15-mile trip 

(1) Jericho lies at 825 feet below sea level 
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(2) Jerusalem lies at 2,500 feet above sea level 

(3) A 3,325-foot Ascent, over 15 miles, which takes about 8 hours to walk.  

f) As they went up to Jerusalem they sang the “Songs of Ascents.” (the songs of going up) 

2. “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the House of the Lord.’” 

a) The House of the Lord = The Temple; the Grand Cathedral of the OT Church. 

b) A common way to refer to the Temple 

(1) These things I remember, 
as I pour out my soul: 
how I would go with the throng 
and lead them in procession to the house of God 
with glad shouts and songs of praise, 
a multitude keeping festival. (Ps. 42:4) 

c) It shall come to pass in the latter days 
that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3) (Micah 4:1-2) 

d) For a day in your courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Ps. 84:10) 

e) Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
Lift up your hands to the holy place 
and bless the Lord! (Ps. 134:1-2) 

f) Praise the Lord! 
Praise the name of the Lord,  
give praise, O servants of the Lord, 
who stand in the house of the Lord, 
in the courts of the house of our God! (Ps. 135:1-2) 

g) The House where God lived among the sons of men.  

h) This is what made Zion (Jerusalem) so special: God’s House was there! 

3. Michael Wilcock: Psalms 73-150: BST; Vol. 2; p. 226 
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The meaning of the psalm in its own time was a great deal more straightforward. Nation and church 
were one. Still today God’s nation and God’s church are one; wherever they meet, there is 
Jerusalem, and by his statue and judgment the purpose of their meeting is to receive his word for the 
direction of their lives, and to respond with the praise of their lips.  

4. In his book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, about these 15 Songs of Ascents, Eugene Peterson 
names these three benefits to worshiping God at Church, each week (pp. 46-47) 

a) Worship is the most popular thing that Christians do. Worship is not forced. Everyone who 
worships does so because he or she wants to. There are, to be sure, a few temporary 
coercions – children and spouses who attend church because another has decided that they 
must. But these coercions are short-lived, a few years at most. Most Christian worship is 
voluntary. Even in a time when church attendance is not considered to be on the upswing, the 
numbers are impressive. There are more people at worship on any given Sunday, for instance, 
than are at all the football games or on the golf links or fishing or taking walks in the woods. 
Worship is the single most popular act in this land.  

b) Peterson wrote that in 1980. Now, in 2017, I hear that there are more people in the malls on 
Sunday than are at Church! But I doubt that sincerely.  

c) Why is that worship is the common background to all Christian existence and that it is so 
faithfully and willingly practiced? The psalm singles out three items: worship gives us a 
workable structure for life; worship nurtures our needs to be in relationship with God; 
worship centers our attention on the decisions of God.  

5. I suggest to you that when we go to Church three marvelous things happen to us … three reasons to “be 
glad.”  

6. First: Going to Church provides a framework (a “workable structure” as Peterson calls it) for all of life. 

a) I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Our feet have been standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
Jerusalem—built as a city 
that is bound firmly together, (Ps. 122:1-3) 

b) “bound together firmly”; literally, “joined together to itself.” 

c) The idea is of coherence, structure, a place where everything fits together, makes sense, is in 
harmony.  

d) Jerusalem compacted together where the city walls, houses, Palaces, Temple, shops and 
streets all seemed to be joined together, cut out of the same stone of Mount Zion!  

e) To this lovely and “fit-together” city Israel “went up” 5-6 times each year for the Holy 
Festivals. They built their lives around the rhythms of such worship.  

f) I suggest to you that this is the first benefit the Church offers to you and me: A framework for 
Life. 

g) Our culture, American society, peoples’ lives are so fragmented, and compartmentalized, and 
“helter-skelter” that it wears out, disorients and breaks down the American soul.  
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h) But then, the Church steps into our lives, and slowly but surely Life begins to make sense, fall 
together, becomes unified.  

i) How? By orienting our life around God’s Life – what I have called for these 11 years, A Life 
with God.  

j) I have been marking life, measuring life and making life by this divine standard for 68 years 
…  

(1) Advent: Start of the Church year: Promise, Hope, Anticipation 

(2) Christmas: God Incarnate, God in our world, God as one of us! 

(3) Epiphany: “Appearing” – the magi, mystery of the Star, the manifestation of 
Christ 

(4) The Life of Christ: Gospel stories of His miracles, messages, mighty deeds 

(5) Lent: Preparation and Repentance; the seriousness of my sins.  

(6) Holy Week and Easter: The wonder of atonement and resurrection! 

(7) Pentecost: Missions and Ministry; God saving the whole world.  

(8) Ordinary Time: Walking with God the Spirit day in and day out. 

(9) Until it starts all over again with Advent.  

k) This is more than just “measuring time a new way” – it is …  

(1) The change of History: from B.C. to A.D. 

(2) The Reasons for the Seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter – they are nature’s 
parable of birth, life, death and resurrection!  

(3) Work and worship: The rhythm of life between cultural mandate, and great 
commission, and great commandment.  

(4) God’s 3 parameters for life …  

(i) And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28) 

(ii) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Mt. 28:19-20) 

(iii) And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. (Mt. 22:37-39) 

l) God has given us the gift of life, and He has shaped this life by means of worship, work 
and witness. And He gives to us the Church which helps all of life fit together.  
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m) I truly believe this: Non-Christians and those who do not attend Church never seem to find 
coherence, harmony or structure for life. Because only the Church can give us this divine 
framework.  

7. Second: Going to Church provides the spiritual and social community every soul desperately needs.  

a) to which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord. (Ps. 122:4) 

b) We were born for community because we are made in the image of God …  

(1) So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen. 1:27-
28) 

(2) then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. Then the Lord 
God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit 
for him.” (Gen. 2:7, 18) 

(3) Man … Woman … Child …  

(4) Modelled after the Divine Community of Father, Son and Spirit: The 3 in 1 

(5) Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:24) 

(6) Two shall become one family. 

c) God’s family is found in many tribes (Churches) divided into many clans (denominations), 
broken down into many small households (congregations). 

d) I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may 
know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, 
a pillar and buttress of the truth. (1 Tim. 3:14-15) 

e) In Psalm 122:4 the OT Church is depicted as gathering together, in Zion, at the Temple to 
worship God as one people collected through many tribes. 

to which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, 
to give thanks to the name of the Lord. (Ps. 122:4) 

f) Here again the local church provides for us a benefit beyond measure: Community 

g) Our independent, individualistic, disconnected lives are brought into authentic community, to 
counteract the disengaging forces of sin in the world …  
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(1) Isolation and the resulting loneliness 

(2) Racism, classism, politics which divide us all 

(3) Generationalism: tendency to cocoon into our own age groups. 

(4) Virtual life: trying to live and love through your smartphone 

(5) Broken marriages, Broken families, Broken souls.  

(6) Fear: the petrified efforts we undertake to keep ourselves “safe”  

(7) And the way we do life as Americans: Everyone is a consumer, everything is a 
contract, each of us has a price. 

h) Not in the local Church. There we become members of a Body of Believers, participants in a 
covenant of grace, citizens of the Kingdom of God …  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. Now 
you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. (1 Cor. 12:12, 13, 27) 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
(Phil. 3:20) 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Col. 1:13-14) 

i) Please Notice: Our coming to Church as a people, body, citizens of the Kingdom of God is 
not optional; it is God’s Decree …  

(1) “… as was decreed for Israel …” 

(2) Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
I will open my mouth in a parable; 
I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
things that we have heard and known, 
that our fathers have told us. 
We will not hide them from their children, 
but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders that he has done. 
He established a testimony in Jacob 
and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
to teach to their children, 
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that the next generation might know them, 
the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, 
so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments; 
and that they should not be like their fathers, 
a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 
whose spirit was not faithful to God. (Ps. 78:1-8) 

(3) Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord your God at the 
place that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, 
and at the Feast of Booths. They shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed. 
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God 
that he has given you. (Deut. 16:16-17) 

(4) And the Lord said to Moses, “You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, 
‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you.’” 
(Ex. 31:9-13) 

(5) And a very similar command for the NT Church … 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-
25) 

(6) The Church provides for us the genuine community (generations in community) 
that we all need …  

(i) Assembling for worship (sacrifice of praise) 

(ii) Gathering to hear God’s word preached (decree of the Lord) 

(iii) Reciting our creeds, sharing our prayers, singing our songs. 

(iv) Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: community-building events. 

(7) … and sharing in Christ! 

8. Third: Going to Church gathers us all under the Cross of Christ. 

a) There thrones for judgment were set, 
the thrones of the house of David. (Ps. 122:5) 

b) Judgment and throne – the two aspects of Jesus Christ’s ministry to us.  

(1) Judgment: all our sin and sinfulness have been judged and punished in Jesus 
Christ so that we might be forgiven.  

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor. 5:21) 
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(2) Throne: Jesus is the Messianic Son of David, Ruler of the World, and Prince of the 
Kingdom of God 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) 

c) When we go to Church and sit under the word we learn two things –  

(1) Grace: Christ has died for our sins and we are saved. 

(2) Obedience: Jesus is Lord and we must follow Him. 

(3) Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
(Mt. 28:20) 

d) The Church will turn you away from self to Christ; away from wrath to grace; away from sin 
to obedience.  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-
17) 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) 

9. A framework for life in God’s world, community in the Holy Spirit, the Kingdom of Jesus Christ: A Life 
with God. 

a) Life with God the Father in Creation 

b) Life with God the Son in Redemptive History (Kingdom) 

c) Life with the Holy Spirit in the Community of the Church 

d) The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. (2 Cor. 13:14) 

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYING FOR THE CHURCH (Psalm 122:6-9) 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
“May they be secure who love you! 
Peace be within your walls 
and security within your towers!” 
For my brothers and companions' sake 
I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek your good. (Ps. 122:6-9) 

1. This last Song of Zion ends with these beautiful words: “Pray for the peace (shalom) of Jerusalem … 
For the sake of the House of the Lord I will seek your good.”  
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2. I have introduced much prayer into the life of our church: prayer cards, monthly Days of Prayer, 
Special Days of fasting and prayer, Tuesday morning staff devotions and prayer, prayer with pastors 
…  

3. … all for one reason: Your shalom – your peace, your welfare, your good.  

4. That, you see, is the measure of one’s life: How much good did you bring to the Church?  

5. This “good” is described in these final verses: Peace … Security … Companionship … good (things) 

6.  It is our privilege not only to belong to the Church but to benefit the Church; to really bless the 
Church.  

7. The life spent blessing the Church is the life well-lived (well-rewarded); the life spent using or 
abusing the Church is a life wasted, a life lost! 

 

Conclusion: When I came here 11 years ago (August, 2006) I found a church not at peace …  

1. … but one fragmented, disjointed, full of anger and angst, and divided over direction and priorities.  

2. Jesus Christ has done a marvelous work of grace and goodness to restore His Christ Covenant Church to 
peace, unity, joy and shared life.  

3. I did very little. In fact, all I did was this:  

a) I shared with you, by word and example, how to have a life with God. A framework for life.  

b) I encouraged you to share in the joy of generations in community. A Big Spiritual family. 

c) I prayed, and prayed and prayed that you would catch the vision that you were privileged to 
be part of Something larger than life, Greater than self and Lasting forever – The Kingdom of 
God.  

d) And, I can honestly say, “For the sake of the house of the Lord I have always sought your 
good.”  

4. I’ve told you this story. Please, bear with me to hear it one more time:  

a) Age 5, my mother taking me to Church in Columbus, Ohio 

b) My mother’s warning: “Be quiet because God is at the Church!” 

c) First Impression: “The people of the stained glass,” the words of the Nicene Creed, the altar 
boys, incense, strange language (Latin), the Priest and the liturgy, and the “Books with the 
stories.” 

d) I had entered another world: a better, God-centered way of life.  

e) My eyes were fixated on “that sad man on those boards” 

f) My mother shared the salvation story with me on the way home, and I came to three life-
changing, life-long convictions: 

(1) It is a wonderful gift from God to be alive in a world which He regularly “visits” 
(Columbus, Ohio) 
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(2) The people of the Church are the most important people in the world, and whatever 
happens in the whole world, in any given week is not as important as when God 
meets with His Church every Sunday morning.  

(3) “The Man on the Cross,” Jesus Christ, is the Hero of it all, the centerpiece of 
history, the most important person in the world – forever! And we need to know 
Him, love Him and serve Him. He died for us; the least we can do is to life for 
Him.  

5. It was that morning in the Fall of 1954, that I became aware of something I would later call A Life with 
God. Now, some 63 years later, I am still living out that life with God = richer, fuller, more meaningful 
every year.  

6. I am not famous. There are millions of people more famous than I. I am not rich. There are billions of 
people richer than I. I am not particularly popular. Many, many people are more loved than I.  

7. But that doesn’t matter: I have had a life with God, and many have not! And that has been the difference 
between my joy and their sorrows.  

8. I’m 68 years old now. I have been an altar boy and studied to become a priest; spent a decade in the “far 
country” as a prodigal son; been saved in a Southern Church, married a godly Southern Belle, gone to a 
Southern seminary; raised 4 children, and now 8 grandkids, in Christ, the Faith and the Church; and had 
to privilege of pastoring 3 precious (Southern) PCA congregations.  

9. And through all this my Fundamental Beliefs have not changed. And I leave those truths with you as my 
Valedictorian Thoughts –  

a) Be grateful for the gift of life with God in the creation. Count every moment a blessing. Walk 
with God every day. Enjoy God’s common grace, God’s presence, God’s friendship in your 
life. Abide in God’s love.  

b) Believe in Jesus Christ. Seek to know Him, to love Him, to serve him. Work to spread His 
Kingdom to others. Rest in Christ’s grace.  

c) Spend your life seeking the good of your own Church. See what a great privilege it is to 
experience the presence of God, to be united to Christ, to be a temple of the Holy Spirit. Live 
in the Spirit’s Community.  

10. And always and forever seek the good of your local Church – Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church – 
The House of the Lord! 

11. “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 

 


