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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 

THE VALUE OF LISTENING 

It seemed every time we went to visit relatives, especially our older ones or when they came to visit us, 
Momma would remind us to be respectful and listen to them. We were still a part of that generation where 
“children are to be seen and not heard!” It was not that we were to be like zombies or sit there like bumps on 
a log, rather we were to honor our elders and listen and respond in a caring and appropriate manner. This 
was one-way which Momma used to develop respect and responsibility in her children. And being the thick-
headed one, I needed that reminder! 
 
Would it be helping me in homework, or instructing me, or just plain talking to me, Momma could tell when I 
began to lose focus, or daydream, or simply not pay attention. At such time, she would switch her tone of 
voice and say, “Are you listening to me, did you hear what I just said?” With that I got back on track and tried 
to recapture what she just said! There were times I must confess, failing to pay attention, I had to face the 
consequences: bad grades on my homework and embarrassingly returning things to the grocery store 
comes to mind. 
 
One time I rejected what Momma said in favor of what I wanted to do. She advised me not to go out with 
some friends for pizza on a snowy night. “If you go, you will be going against my will.” Insisting on having my 
own way, I headed out to join my friends, except, instead of pizza, I landed in the emergency room. As I was 
crossing the snow-packed street, a swerving car hit me before I made it to the restaurant. My own 
stubbornness and rebellion reaped God’s judgment. When I got home that night, my shameful heart was 
more painful than the pain in my leg. 
 
Each of these experiences have to do with some level of listening in my life. The first, had to do with 
respecting my elders by listening to them. The very fact of their age entitled them to be listened to. Having 
learned and continuing to learn to listen, I have benefitted from their wisdom and insight in my own life and 
avoiding unnecessary wrong decisions and mistakes. This level of listening also carries over into my 
relationship with the Lord. Yes, I may boldly come before the throne of grace, but I do so with reverent 
respect, acknowledging Him as the Sovereign God and Heavenly Father. It is easy to think of God our 
Father as a mere errand boy sent to do my bidding. 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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The second illustration had to do with listening fully and paying attention to what is being said. My thick-
headedness causes me to this day to struggle with this level of listening! I would like to think that I do listen 
attentively and fully, but there is enough evidence to suggest otherwise. But when I do, I am competent to 
do the task and I am confident of doing the task. Likewise, when I read God’s Word and meditate therein, 
my faith and my trust in God grows as Paul says in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing and 
hearing through the word of Christ.” 
  
The third illustration had to do with my heart rejecting what was said to me. Deliberately not following 
Momma’s instructions (God-ordained authority) and going my own way, I was on the path of destruction. 
Willingly and knowingly ignoring God’s Word is not a safe thing to do. Remember the nation of Israel, the 
Psalmist records God’s concern for His people in Psalm 81:11-13, “But my people did not listen to my voice, 
Israel would not submit to me. So, I gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own counsels. 
Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!” 
 

 
 
 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
By 

Peggy Dear 
 

THE COMFORTER HAS COME 
 

Few verses in the New Testament have been 
translated in as many ways as John 14;16. In the 
King James Version, which the songwriter Frank 
Bottome used, Jesus tells his disciples, "I will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you forever.  
"The Greek word translated "Comforter" is 
parakletos. Other versions have translated the word 
as "Counselor," "Advocate," "Encourager," 
"Helper," "Friend," or "Someone to stand beside 
you." Putting them all together, we get the idea of 
what the Holy Spirit can do for us. 
 
This songwriter was not concerned about which 
one was the correct translation. He simply wanted 
to share the excitement that the Holy Spirit has 
come, dwells in us, and is ready to help us and 
guide us. Just as the Holy Spirit transformed those 
fearful disciples into bold witnesses for Jesus 
Christ, so can he transform us. Yes, it is exciting 
news that the Comforter has come!   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
O spread the tidings 'round, wherever man is 
found. 
Wherever human hearts and human woes abound; 
Let ev’ry Christian tongue proclaim the joyful 
sound; 
The Comforter has come!                                  
                     
The Comforter has come, the Comforter has come! 
The Holy Ghost from heav'n - the Father's promise 
giv'n; 
O  spread the tidings round, wherever man is found 
- 
The Comforter has come! 
 
The long, long night is past; the morning breaks at 
last, 
And hushed the dreadful wail and fury of the blast, 
As o'er the golden hills the day advances fast! 
The Comforter has come! 
 
O boundless love divine! How shall this tongue of 
mine 
To wondering mortals tell the matchless grace 
divine - 
That I, a child of hell, should in His image shine! 
The Comforter has come! 
 
 Frank Bottome 1823 - 1894 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
By Fran Wise 

 
Meet Mo and Janie UpDeGraff 

 
Mo (short for Morse) and Janie moved to 
Charlotte in September 2017 and quickly settled 
on Christ Covenant as their place of worship. 
 
Mo was born in Indiana but grew up in Columbus, 
GA.  He was ordained as a teaching elder in 1969 
and was active in the early years of the PCA 
church movement.  He served as pastor in the 
PCA for 25 years followed by 15 years as the 
Executive Director of Ridge Haven, the PCA 
Camp, Conference and Retreat Center of the 
PCA. Following his retirement from Ridge Haven, 
he served as interim pastor for three other 
churches. 
 
He married Janie after meeting her at Belhaven 
College in Jackson, MS.  They were married 50 
years in July of 2017.  They have 3 children, one 
son and two daughters, who have given them ten 
grandchildren.  Their daughter Debbie and 
husband Will Ertel are members of Christ 
Covenant where their youngest, Elizabeth, 
attends Covenant Day School. 
 
Janie grew up in Savannah, GA and has a twin 
brother along with another brother and sister. 
 
After she and Mo married, she taught school for a 
couple of years, and then became a stay-at-home 
mom. Later, she helped start the church’s pre-
school where she served as teacher until Mo 
received a call to another church.  She then 
worked at a local church kindergarten/day care.  
 
After moving to Ridge Haven, Janie assisted in 
the office and with housekeeping and food 
service.  She was active in her church with 
women’s ministry and missions. 
 
Mo’s interest and hobbies are home handyman 
projects and fishing, though he likes traveling and 
visiting with friends and family.  At the top of the 
list of Janie’s interest and hobbies is spending 
time with the grands and family. 
 
At present, Mo and Janie are in the Discovery 
class and are looking forward to being back with 
our class when that is finished.  Be sure to find 
this delightful couple and welcome them. 

  

  
 

Welcome Sara Ann Keaton  
 
Sara Ann Keaton has been coming to Christ 
Covenant and our senior class for several months 
now.  She is a Georgia Peach of the first class.  
Her sweet demeanor and her Georgia accent will 
win you over when you meet her. 
 
Sara Ann’s love of Jesus began when she was 
around 3 years of age with vivid memories of her 
mom and dad reading from Ergman Bible story 
book and having prayers with her.  She attended 
church at Friendship Methodist Church in 
Donalsonville, GA with her family. At age 12 she 
started attending the Baptist church where she 
learned many Bible passages from the King 
James version of scripture. 
 
She met her husband, Ferrell, in Colquitt, GA on 
a blind date when she was spending a weekend 
with a friend whom she had met at FSU one 
summer.  He was planning to go to Emory at 
Oxford, GA (often referred to as ‘Little Emory”).  
She saw him again about a year later when she 
was working in a jewelry store. He made a point 
to see her every time he came home. They 
married in 1957 and after military service in the 
army and living in several different cities in the 
southeast, they went back to Colquitt in 1982 and 
moved into the home built by his great 
grandfather. Ferrell was born in that home and 
died in the same room in September 2015 after 
58 years of marriage. They had two sons, Patrick 
and Chris, both of whom live in Charlotte. 
 
Moving to Charlotte was difficult since she had 
deep south Georgia roots, but she knew she 
needed to be nearer to her sons and grandsons. 
Her son, Patrick and wife Marianne and family, 
are members of Christ Covenant and that has 
helped Sara Ann adjust to completely new 
surroundings. 
 

Sara Ann has a deep interest in history, 
genealogy, and music. She has a great 
appreciation of our Christian connection to 
Abraham in the Bible in a genealogical sense.  
She loves to read and has an admiration for 
expression in drama. 
 

She has been a Bible student throughout her life 
and loves Christ Covenant, the senior class and 
has already joined a weekday Bible class.  At 
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present she is in the Discovery Class and is 
looking forward to being back in our class by first 
of April. 

  

  
 
 
 

March 16, 2018—Health Fair Thrive Over 55 Expo in the CLC 
 

From 9 am to 12:30 pm 
Admission is free BUT advanced registration is required.  

 
  There will booths and exhibits connecting to resources available to seniors. 

There will also be door prizes and food, fun, and fellowship. 
Registration is mandatory.  A sign-up sheet is being circulated in class so that Jenn  

can submit a group registration for all those in the class who wish to participate. 
 

SENIORS MONTHLY LUNCHEONS 
 

Friday, March 2, 2018 
12:00 Noon 

CLC 
 

Our next First Friday luncheon will be on March 2, 
2018, at 12 noon.  Irish Beef Stew, etc. will be 
prepared by our wonderful "Cooks in the Kitchen" 
and you only have to make a small donation to 
offset some of the cost. Just bring yourself and 
enjoy hearing what Bud and Barbara Speck have 
to share with us. 
 

Friday, March 30, 2018 
10:00 am 

Stacks’s Restaurant 
 

On March 30 there will be a brunch at Stacks (pay 
as you go) at 10:00 AM.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet for folks wishing to attend circulated in the 
SBS classroom.  There will need to be at least 30 
people in attendance to have a private room (which 
is much nicer than being in regular breakfast room). 
 
There will be NO monthly luncheon held on April 
6th.  We will resume in May on the 4th. 
 

GRIEF SHARE 
Submitted by Dot Branson 

 
A new session of Grief Share begins on Monday, 
March 5th in the lower level of the CLC at 6:30 
pm.  
Grief Share is a Bible-based program open to 
anyone in the church and community. If you know 
someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one, 
please encourage them to attend the Grief Share 
ministry. Grief Share encourages folks to share 
their losses, hurts, and feelings, and the videos 
and workbook point to the Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who is our Helper and our Comforter. Those who 

would like to attend may call Mary Jo Culver at 
704-847-3505 or email her at 
mculver@christcovenant.org 
 

"Senior Version of Jesus Loves Me" 
Submitted by Carol Stoudenmier 

 

JESUS LOVES ME 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know,  
Though my hair is white as snow  
Though my sight is growing dim,  
Still He bids me trust in Him.  
 
(CHORUS)  
YES, JESUS LOVES ME. YES, JESUS LOVES 
ME. 
YES, JESUS LOVES ME, THE BIBLE TELLS ME 
SO. 
 

Though my steps are oh, so slow,  
With my hand in His I'll go  
On through life, let come what may,  
He'll be there to lead the way.  
(CHORUS) 
 

When the nights are dark and long,  
In my heart He puts a song.  
Telling me in words so clear,  
"Have no fear, for I am near."  
(CHORUS) 
 

When my work on earth is done,  
And life's victories have been won.  
He will take me home above,  
Then I'll understand His love.  
(CHORUS) 
 

mailto:mculver@christcovenant.org
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I love Jesus, does He know?  
Have I ever told Him so?  
Jesus loves to hear me say,  
That I love Him every day  
(CHORUS) 

 
BOOK REVIEW 
By Chris Williams 

 
Roger Williams and the Creation of the American Soul:  

Church, State, and the Birth of Liberty 
By John M Barry, Viking 2012 

 
In the history of the world up to the establishment of 
the United States, most governments insisted on 
controlling the people’s religion - from the Roman 
Empire that resisted Christianity in favor of their 
own state religion up through the reformation and 
beyond. Today England and Germany have their 
official tax supported churches. The idea of 
allowing people to make their own religious 
decisions has been consistently and often violently 
opposed. 
 
This is a biography of the man who was an 
American pioneer of religious freedom. Williams 
was called from England to pastor a church in 
Boston in 1630. His views on religious liberty 
collided with John Winthrop, governor of 
Massachusetts who believed government should 
enforce the “First Table” of the Law, (the first four 
commandments) requiring church membership and 
attendance for all citizens. Williams believed this 
practice was counterproductive to the health and 
spread of Christianity and placed the government  
in  the  position  of  deciding matters of  
conscience. (Today claims of conscience are used 
to justify all manner of perverse things but in the 
17th century, matters of conscience had to do with 
Christian doctrine and practice.) 
 
Williams’ views led to his expulsion from Boston 
and his eventual founding of Providence, RI as a 
refuge for those persecuted for conscience. He 
continued to struggle to define the appropriate 
powers of government, the rights of individuals, and 
the meaning and shape of liberty. He believed 
America could be a model of liberty that would 
necessitate complete church and state separation. 
 
Though conflicts continue in our country today over 
the role of government in questions of morals and 
religion, this book was a great encouragement in 
confirming the value of the free exercise of our 
blessed Christianity. 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 
 
Joy Singers meet every Monday in the Prayer 
Chapel at 1:30 pm.  We are privileged to be led in 
praise to our Heavenly Father by Pam Eash.  She 
leads and prepares us for singing at a Sunday 
evening service and ministering to those in nursing 
and retirement homes.  Come, lend your voice!  
You will be blessed! 
 
 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 
11th.  Remember to set your clocks one hour 
ahead before going to bed on Saturday night or 
you will not get to church at the right time. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 

 
April 1, 2018 

 
 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
  2 Bette McClain 
  4 Harriett Carney 
  6 Beth Sulzmann 
11 Helen Brown 
12 Norm Petty 
14 Tom Theyson 
27 Norma Kirkpatrick 
 

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

  4 Robert and Rosemary Adams 
15 Joe and Judy Massengill 
18  Lance and Donna Whitehead 
21 Steve and Susan Sperry 
22 Jim and Ruth Mangum 
31 Bernie and Norma Coleman 

 
LADIES LUNCHEON 

 
Friday, March 9, 2018    

11:30 am 
Longhorn’s Restaurant 

9950 E. Independence Blvd. 
 

Please plan to attend and  
enjoy the great food and fellowship. 

 
MEN’S LUNCH 

 
Friday, March 16th   

11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

10517 Park Road, Charlotte 
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