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He is 
Timeless

... with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.

2 PETER 3:8



He is Unchanging
  The last twelve months at Christ Covenant have been 
filled with hard goodbyes and exciting hellos. Although 
I just got here myself, I imagine that the church has not 
seen quite so many transitions in one year in quite some 
time. Transitions mean change, and change is hard.

  But also exciting.

  In our case, all of our staff transitions have been healthy 
and collaborative efforts. Two of our pastors, Gabe Sylvia 
and Andy Schuster, left because they felt a strong call to 
preach more regularly. Both men are now leading likemind-
ed PCA churches. John Haines left for Briarwood to be 
near his family, to work with one of his spiritual mentors, 

and to embrace a new opportunity for 
using his many gifts. And Mike Ross, 
Christ Covenant’s senior pastor for 11 
years, retired from full time pastoral 
ministry as part of the transition plan 
he laid out so well and so humbly 
several years ago. We give thanks for 
these men, their wives, their children, 
and their legacy. In one sense, we were 
not ready to see any of them move on.

  And yet, in another sense, we know 
that God has them and us in just the 
right place. We are excited for their 
continuing ministries and excited for 
what the Lord has in store for our 
ministry at Christ Covenant. With the 
search for a Young Families Pastor 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
HEBREWS 13:8

Kevin DeYoung’s first Sunday as Senior Pastor



He is Unchanging

almost complete, the Worship Director search well 
under way, and the search for a Middle School 
Director just beginning, we are confident that the 
Lord has plans to help us, bless us, and teach us 
in the years ahead.

  The one transition that has been completed is, 
well, me. In July, I had the immense privilege to 
be installed as your new senior pastor. Trisha and 
I can’t thank you enough for the warm welcome 
we have received. We love our new home and 
new church, and the kids seem to be 
adjusting well to new friends and a new 
school. We are grateful for all that we’ve 
already been able to experience with 
you—from the Reformation Conference, 
to growing worship services, to a full 
Discovery Class, to a successful kickoff 
for our fall ministries. We have a great 
staff, great officers, and a great spirit 
within the congregation.

  In the midst of many changes, we rejoice most 
of all to know that the truth of the Bible has not 
changed, the gospel has not changed, and our 
God has not changed. Let us continue to teach, 
with boldness and with grace, the good news of 
Jesus Christ—the same yesterday, today, and 
forever (Heb. 13:8).

Rev. Kevin DeYoung installation service

A fond farewell



He is Above All
  Our church calendar from 2017 reads like a journal of 
our many opportunities to gather and say “Godspeed” to 
families we love and “welcome” to our new senior pastor 
and his family. The farewells were marked with laughter 
and tears, memories of ministry together, and the love that 
develops when Christians share the details of their lives 
with pastors who are committed to their spiritual welfare.

  As you pray for the men God has used in your life 
through their service at Christ Covenant Church, please 
remember:

  Rev. Gabe Sylvia is now senior pastor of Christ Our Hope 
PCA in Wake Forest, North Carolina. Let your friends in the 
Raleigh area and family at NCSU know about this young, 
growing congregation.

  Rev. Mike Ross is enjoying a schedule that’s heavy on 
family and light on meetings as he adjusts to a life that 
is all his to manage. He was the very popular speaker for 
our senior adult fall retreat, and we can certainly expect 
God to make use of his spiritual wisdom and heart for the 
health of churches and pastors in many ways for a long 

time to come.

  Dr. John Haines is worship 
pastor at Briarwood PCA in  
Birmingham, Alabama. He 
enjoys leading his department 
to create an environment that 
engages the congregation and 
prepares them to worship well.

The Lord is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens! PSALM 113:4

Mike Ross’s final Sunday as Senior Pastor

Mike Ross’s farewell service



  Rev. Andy Schuster is preaching pastor at  
Northside PCA in Winder, Georgia, where he has 
been called to use his love for the proclamation 
of the Gospel to help his congregation deepen 
their understanding of what the Bible teaches. 
Andy will also encourage the church to pray often 
for their neighbors and friends and invite them to 
worship at Northside.

  Pray, too, for University Reformed Church in 
East Lansing, Michigan. God is now leading this 
congregation through the pastoral search process 
to identify the man God would have them call as 
their senior pastor. We have been blessed by the 

graciousness of our brothers and sisters at URC 
in sending Kevin DeYoung to this church with their 
prayers for his ministry among us.

  Finally, continue to pray for Christ Covenant 
Church and the men God is preparing to begin 
service here in the coming year.

Elders send off Mike & Jane Ross

Andy Schuster
Mike Ross

John Haines
Gabe Sylvia



He is the Creator
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

ISAIAH 40:28

  Creativity in all its expressions is a gift 
from our Creator. That creativity allows us 
to continually look at our programs and 
outreach to consider how we can interact 
effectively with our community and serve 
them well in a changing culture.

  Early this fall, we introduced new tools 
for outreach on digital devices and the 

internet. Our previous sermons are now available on 
our website in both video and audio format for you 
to listen or watch at any time. Our website has been 
streamlined and updated to make it more welcoming 
to visitors and easier to use. Our new app for iPhone 
and Android has already been downloaded by 1,300 
users, and we have worked to simplify giving online 
and making event reservations, too.

  This year the Deacons approved a new approach 
to serving with a familiar organization, Habitat for 
Humanity. Volunteers do not need experience, and 
the time commitment is modest. We work with teams 
from other churches, with opportunities for families 
to serve together. And, we work alongside the family 
whose home we are helping to construct so that we 
can build ongoing relationships, not just a house.

  ProjectSHARE was relaunched to serve a wider 
range of needs through cooperating organizations. 
Each month we’re able to meet the specific needs  
of a ministry by adding a few extra items to our own  
shopping carts. We’ve provided school tools for Habitat for Humanity volunteers



the innovative new 
Commonwealth High 
School for at-risk 
students. We’ve 
helped Joni & Friends stock up on hand sanitizer 
and postage for their offices. We’ve also added 
Changed Choices, Bright Blessings and Carrington 
Place to our new plan and moved our traditional 
Operation Christmas Child participation under 
ProjectSHARE where it will be better supported. 
The Matthews HELP Center remains a year-round 
core partnership with ProjectSHARE, with a  
special Thanksgiving donation in November.

  In 2017 Carmel Baptist Church joined with Joni & 
Friends and area churches who share their desire 
to have a year-round ministry to individuals and 

families in the special needs community. Christ 
Covenant members were excited to expand our 
own His Abilities ministry into serving with these 
brothers and sisters. This was our first year to be 
an official part of Joy Prom. We look forward to 
playing our part as this ministry grows to meet 
the need. His Abilities also cooperated with The 
Exceptional Foundation to host the Let Them Soar 
5K in early November. Among the many runners 
representing Christ Covenant Church was our own 
Pastor Kevin DeYoung.

His Abilities ministry fall cookout

Habitat for Humanity build
Community Heroes celebration



He is Loving & Just
He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. PSALM 33:5

  The outreach example of the early church calls us 
to see our campus as a resource, not a fortress. It’s a 
home where we host neighbors, welcome newcomers, 
offer instruction, provide comfort, and equip our  
congregation for ministry wherever we are sent.

  Nothing represents this better than our annual week 
of missions, Seek the City. A year’s worth of praying, 
planning, and preparation comes together in June for a 
week of ministry in the community and on our campus. 
Supported by hundreds of volunteers, our teens traded 
their beds for a gym floor and put on youth camps for 
Matthews Elementary,  Crestdale Middle, and assisted 
with Progressive Baptist Church’s camp in the Clanton 
Road area. Other students ran a football clinic for local 
4th-8th graders and worked on projects in the homes of 
the elderly in our church. It was a memory-filled time of 
serving and sharing Christ with others.

  Each year our Outreach & Missions department raises 
our awareness of world missions and mercy outreach.  
In 2017 the focus of Justice Sunday was ministry to 
men and women who are incarcerated, and we learned 
ways to respond with Christ’s love by leading Bible 
studies, grading correspondence coursework, writing  
to a pen pal, and mentoring youthful offenders.

  At this year’s Missions Conference, our congregation 
heard from those involved with Campus Outreach  
Charlotte, a ministry on six college campuses in our 
region. Campus Outreach (CO) is an international  
ministry with 27 franchises, including our church,  
on 100 campuses in 16 states and nine countries.  

Seek the City 2017

Seek the City youth camp



CO’s goal is both evangelism and discipleship, 
preparing students to be Christian leaders on 
campus and in their careers.

  Covenant Day School continues to emphasize 
servant leadership and outreach throughout the 
student body. In the elementary grades, students 
help with campus recycling and supporting the 
Matthews HELP Center. Twice a year on Doulos 
Day, middle school students work with a partner 
ministry and then process what they learned in an 
on-campus conversation. High school students 
serve as reading tutors at local elementary and 

middle schools. They also assist at Habitat for 
Humanity, minister in Haiti, and are working to 
provide housing for impoverished teens on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota through 
the efforts of the ContainIt team.

Campus Outreach worship band

Racial Reconciliation Sunday
Campus Outreach New Year’s Conference



He is the Source
of All Wisdom and Understanding

For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
PROVERBS 2:6

  Christ Covenant Church and Reformed Theological  
Seminary Charlotte joined together this year to mark 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Hundreds of 
participants attended “The Gospel of Grace & Glory: The 
Reformation at 500 and Counting,” a two-day conference 
on October 27-28. Speakers included Mike Kruger, Kevin 
DeYoung, Bill Barcley, Don Fortson, James Anderson, Blair 
Smith, and Derek Thomas. Many conference goers stayed 
for Reformation Sunday events at Christ Covenant, from 
a combined Sunday Bible School class taught by Kevin 
DeYoung, to morning worship with Mike Kruger, and an 
evening worship concert with Keith and Kristyn Getty.

  Our Sunday Bible School (SBS) communities are always 
open for anyone to attend, for a class, a quarter, or as a 
regular member. Communities are organized around  
life stages so guests will be sure to have something in  

common with others in the class they visit. 
Our communities make use of their classes to 
keep up with prayer requests, encourage one 
another, and plan special events for the class 
or for their families. A few times each year, all 
SBS communities meet together for a joint 
class with a special topic or speaker.

  God’s blessing of growth this year has 
touched every area of our church, including 
attendance in all our Sunday Bible School 
classes, which has grown significantly, from 
the nursery to the senior adults.Christ Covenant nursery volunteer

Dr. Mike Kruger at Reformation Conference



Salaries & 
Benefits
55.3%

Programs
19%

Copies, postage, 
phones & travel 

3.8%

Facilities 
11.1%

Capital 
Investment 

4.6%

Contractors 
& Advertising 

6.2%

Budget by 
Ministry Area

Budget by 
Expense Type

Outreach & 
Missions

21.9%

Administration
16.7%

Shepherding
16%

Student 
Ministries

14%

Christian  
Education & 
CDS - 9.4%

Children’s 
Ministry 

8.3%

Worship - 9.1%
Capital Investment - 4.6%

We do not take lightly our  
stewardship responsibility with 
the tithes and gifts of God’s 
people. Our detailed, audited 
financials are available to any 
member for review as requested.

Our budget funds the  
ministries of the church 
along with new ministry  
opportunities as God directs.

Praying with kids in preschool ministry



Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory 
and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is Yours. 
Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as Head above all. 

I CHRONICLES 29:11

. . .  in everything
He is Preeminent
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