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GRACE TO YOU 

by 
Pastor Bruce Creswell 

 
Passing It On 

 
Our house like yours, I am sure, is accented with pictures, furniture, books, china, and what nots that we refer 
to as “family pieces,” things we had growing up in our home, or things which have come down to us through our 
relatives. 
 
I got an early start on receiving “family pieces!”  When I was 10 years old, I was given a clock that belonged to 
my great-grandparents. I am thankful to have it in my possession, and over the last fifty plus years, I have been 
careful of its safety and keeping it out of harm’s way. Currently it occupies center front on our fireplace mantel. 
The clock is a connection to my great-grandparents, which I well remember; it is a visible token of their presence.  
At the age of 12, my great-grandfather’s watch and chain along with his cuff links were passed down to me, 
which I have used over the years.  Granted, the clock, the watch, and cuff-links may have been a “heavy” 
responsibility for a young clumsy boy. But I saw it as a privilege to be entrusted with these things and at the 
same time the solemn responsibility to care for them. From my teen years on, many things have come down to 
me, some of which I have already passed on to my children. 
 
Lately, I have been thinking of what will become of the clock, the pictures, and the pieces of furniture. In the 
generic sense, they are just “material things,” but to me they are connections with family members and dear 
friends who are no longer alive, some being gone for over fifty years. Looking at these “family pieces” often 
invokes a fond memory of them which flames the fire of gratitude in my heart for them and for their contribution 
in my life. 
 
I realize that none of our children and grandson have known or have ever met these relatives and friends, let 
alone know of the connection that exists. So often the consequence is these “family pieces” lose their meaning 
and are no value to the next generation and easily discarded when breaking up the estate. But there is 
something that can be done to encourage the next generation regarding “family pieces” that may come their 
way. 
 
In an article entitled, “Your Kids Don’t Want Your Stuff!” I found the author expressing a similar concern.  Having 
been retired for a while, he started to downsize and consider what to pass on and what to dispose. He, too, had 
some family pieces to pass on to his children and grandchildren. But he knew that they might not have an 
interest in them at the time or see the need to keep them. Looking at these “family pieces” memories started to 
surface about how he remembered them and their owner.  
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This was the beginning of a plan. He listed the items that he wanted the family to have and then made a fact 
sheet for each item. The fact sheet had a picture of the item, where it came from, how he received it, along with 
the family connection. He also jotted a few comments regarding the item and or the person he received it from. 
Where possible, he would list dates of birth and death and a personal memory of them. He kept it short and had 
it done on a regular size of notebook paper and then placed that sheet in a plastic cover. After compiling his 
fact sheets of each item, he put them all in a notebook. His children were made aware of the notebook and its 
contents, and he could disperse those “family pieces” when he was ready to do so.  
 
I think this is a great idea! It is a good way to pass down family history to the next generation as well as passing 
down the family connection.  At first, our children may not be interested, but would hold on to it more so because 
of the family research that went into the fact sheet and then keep it for the grandchildren. 
 
Though I am not planning to empty the house of everything in the next 5 years, I will start with writing a letter to 
the kids, explaining the blessing of “privilege responsibility” along with a “family piece” that I think they would 
like and a fact sheet included.  This will be an on-going project that I look forward to undertaking. Let me 
encourage you to consider this as well, I think our children and grandchildren will need these reminders of the 
past and their heritage. 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
by 

Peggy Dear 
 

GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 
 

The author of this hymn, William Williams (1717-
1791), had been preparing for a career in medicine, 
but one Sunday morning he heard a man preaching 
in a Welsh churchyard. He responded in faith, and his 
life was drastically changed.  
 
For forty-three years, he preached and sang 
throughout Wales and became known as the poet 
laureate of the Welsh revival. Soon all Wales was 
singing their way to the coal mines and soccer 
matches, and this became their favorite marching 
song. 
 
In the hymn, Williams compares the Christian life to 
the Israelites' trek through the wilderness. He refers 
to God feeding the children of Israel with manna, 
leading them with fire and a cloudy pillar, and finally 
guiding them across the Jordan River into Canaan.  

 

 
     

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,   
Pilgrim thro' this barren land; 

    I am weak, but Thou art mighty;   
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 

    Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,   
Feed me till I want no more, 

    Feed me till I want no more. 
 

    Open now the crystal fountain,   
Whence the healing stream doth flow;  

    Let the fire and cloudy pillar    
Lead me all my journey through; 

    Strong Deliv'rer   strong Deliv'rer,    
Be Thou still my strength and shield, 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 

    When I tread the verge of Jordan,  
 Bid my anxious fears subside; 

    Death of death, and hell's destruction,   
Land me safe on Canaan's side; 

    Songs of praises, songs of praises   
I will ever give to Thee, 

    I will ever give to Thee. 
 

 

JOY SINGERS 

 
 

Joy Singers is open to any and all who would like to use their voice to praise the Lord during a Sunday evening 
service or by ministering to those in nursing and retirement homes.  We recently sang a tribute to John Haines 
at a Sunday evening service.  Come out on Mondays at 1:30 pm in the Prayer Chapel.  We are so privileged 
to have Pam Eash lead us in praise to our Heavenly Father. 
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HOMEBOUND SAINTS 

 
Ann Mudge 

by 
Dot Branson 

 
Ann Mudge, one of our Homebound Seniors, is a 
lovely lady and a delightful conversationalist.  She 
lives at Plantation Estates and has two daughters in 
the area.  Susan Rice and her husband Gary (an 
elder) are members at Christ Covenant Church. 
 
After she taught third grade for seven years, she got 
her dream job as a technical writer for Duke Power, 
where she worked for ten years. 
 
She has been a faithful member of Christ Covenant 
Church for more than twenty-five years.  She 
particularly enjoyed Barb Spencer’s Bible Study.   
 
She fondly remembers a number of our Senior ladies:  
Liz West, Linda Eppley, and Vicky Evans, who 
were members of that group. 
 
She has been a widow for thirty-nine years and 
sometimes gets frustrated with the limitations 
associated with Macular Degeneration.  She 
appreciates prayer concerning her low vision, for it is 
very difficult to find items that she drops on the floor.  
However,  Bible verses such as  Proverbs 16:9  and  
I Peter 5:7 are comforting to her.   
 
As you prayerfully remember this dear saint you may 
wish to send her a card of give her a call.  Her 
address is 733 Plantation Estates Dr., Apt. A-306.  
Her phone number is (704) 847-0096. 
 
 

OCTOBER LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, October 6th 

12:00 Noon  
 

Speaker:  Pastor Kevin DeYoung 
 
Come to the Community Life Center on Friday, 
October 6th, at noon for our monthly class luncheon.  
Our guest speaker is Pastor Kevin Young.  The menu 
is subs and sides and the cost is only $5 per person.  
You will not have to bring anything.  Please pay your 
$5 to Dot Branson or Jane Yancey in advance so that 
we know how much food to order.  Plan to come to 
this event – you will be blessed! 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
by 

Chris and Betty Williams 
 

 
 

Hero of the Empire – The Boer War,  

a Daring Escape and the      

Making of Winston Churchill 

by  
 

Candice Millard 
 

Doubleday 
 
If you are a fan of Winston Churchill and have read 
many of the myriad of books about him, then you like 
me, felt that you knew all about him.  Wrong!  Here is 
a book that covers Churchill’s time in the Boer War - 
as a journalist, a soldier, a prisoner, and an escapee.   
 
I don’t know of any other book about him that covers 
this topic. As a temporary journalist, young Winston 
sets off to Africa in a fit of foolish expectation to be 
where the adventure is. He can’t find anything that is 
exciting enough to write about, so he even more 
foolishly takes a troop train to join in a rumored battle.  
He is captured and becomes a POW.   
 
Even though you know how this story has to end, this 
is a gripping story right up to the finish. 

 
 

 
PRO-LIFERS LIFE CHAIN 

 
You are invited to join with thousands of other PRO-
LIFERS across the USA and Canada on SUNDAY, 
October 1, 2017 for LIFE CHAIN in WAXHAW from 
2:15 to 3:30 PM.  This is a silent prayer meeting as 
we pray for our nation and an end to abortion. Signs 
can be picked up at the CLEANERS/SHERWIN 
WILLIAMS parking area on Route 16 across from 
Alma Village entrance. Bring a chair if you would like. 
We have a permit for this Event. Questions?  Contact 
Peggy Dvorak - 704.843.3495. IF you are unable to 
join us, PLEASE PRAY that God will use this to save 
at least ONE unborn child. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

by 
Fran Wise 

 

Let me introduce you to: 
 

 
Colin and Virginia Gardiner who have been 
members of our class for about a year, although they 
have been members of Christ Covenant Church for 
several years. 

 
Colin hails from South Africa where he met Virginia 
when she moved there from the Unites States to 
work.  They were members of the same church 
where God brought them together. 
 
They live in Monroe.  Colin works as a shipping 
broker in Charlotte.  Virginia is a records manager 
and registrar at Walter-Bickett  Elementary School in 
Monroe. 

 
Virginia like to read good fiction and enjoys  
gardening.  Colin has his private plane license and 
loves flying.  He also likes to read non-fiction and has 
a knack for debating. 
 
We have enjoyed having them in our class and hope 
they feel the same way. 

 

 

 

Billie Quesnel  (the s is silent) has been in our class   
for a little over a year after moving to Charlotte from 
Lincolnton, NC to be near family.  She has two sons 
who live in Charlotte:  Bob Stevens,  his wife, Kelly, 
and children  are  members at Christ Covenant.  Her 
other son is a member at Uptown Christ Covenant. 

 

She has already become active with a weekday Bible 
study, Grief Share, Merea Ministry, and Joy Singers.  
She has a heart for missions and offers her home as 
a ‘respite on the way’  to Jonah and Jennifer Khokhar, 
missionaries with Frontier Missions in a restricted 
area. 
 
She has the gift of hospitality, enjoys homemaking, 
cooking, and quilting. 

 

She loves Christ Covenant Church even though she 
has never been a member of a large church. 

 

 

 

Robert (Bob) and Jane Stone recently joined  
our class.  They have been members of Christ 
Covenant Church for 20 years. 
 
They have two daughters, Elizabeth (Beth)  and 
Laura, and three grandsons. They all live in 
Charlotte.  Beth and David Glover are members of 
Christ Covenant Church also. It is such a sweet 
sight to see them sitting with  Bob and Jane  in  the 
worship service.  All three grandsons, Rob, Josh 
and Max graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill. Rob is 
planning to go to medical school after spending 
this winter in Colorado with ski patrol.  Josh goes 
to Grace Church in downtown Charlotte.  Laura,  
Paul and Max are avid marathon runners. 
 
Jane likes to read mysteries and historical fiction.  
Bob is a ‘real handyman’ and uses his talents to 
help the widows in his neighborhood.  Bob has 
been teaching 3 and 4 year olds in Sunday School, 
but at present he is recovering with a strenuous  
rehabilitation program following  two surgeries this 
year.  If he does not return to teaching the children, 
we would welcome him to our group and look 
forward to seeing both Bob and Jane at our other 
activities. 

 

  

FALL SENIOR RETREAT 
 

Fort Caswell Conference Center 

100 Caswell Beach Rd. 

Oak Island, NC 28465 (near Southport, NC) 

 Tuesday, October 24th – Friday, October 27th, 2017 

 

 Cost:  $225.00 

 
Speaker:  Mike Ross 

 

Cost includes 3 nights lodging, dinner on Tuesday, 
breakfast and dinner on Wednesday and Thursday, 
and breakfast on Friday morning.  The balance of the 
cost is now due to Dave and Lucille Ruths.  Checks 
should be made out to Christ Covenant Church. 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Bill Hough 

  2 Dick Evans 

  6 Ross Goodroe 

10 Fred Kinney 

11 Lorraine Jacobs 

13 Ronnie Fisher 

13 Darlene Richardson 

14 Ginny Cullen 

14 Nellie White 

20 Jean Depp 

22 Leonie Gilele 

23 Marian Protasewich 
 

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
  3 Fred and Barbara Kinney 

13 Dave and Lucille Ruths 

24 Gordon and Lorraine Jacobs 

28 Granville and Toni Broome 

 

MONTHLY CLASS LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, October 6th 
12:00 Noon 

Community Life Center 
Speaker:  Pastor Kevin DeYoung 

$5.00 Subs and Sides 
 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, October 13th  
11:30 am 

Trio’s Restaurant 
10709 McMullen Parkway 

Charlotte, NC (off Highway 51) 
 

Please join us for a great lunch 
and sweet fellowship. 

 

MEN’S LUNCH 
 

Friday, October 20th 
11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Road, Charlotte 
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