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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

Emptying Mom’s Laundry Detergent and Spices! 
or . . . 

History Does Repeat Itself! 
 

Rory, on his parents’ bed watching Mickey Mouse, surrounded by his toys and stuffed animals, as mom takes 
a quick shower. Peeking in the room, he is gone, and the hunt begins! Every room was empty; there is no 
response when his name is called. Going downstairs, the front door is locked, but is the garage door? Running 
through the rooms no Rory was to be found. Reaching the door that leads to the garage, relieved, she found 
it locked. So where is Rory? Retracing her steps, she goes back up the stairs and sees something she had 
missed -  a closed door to the laundry room. 
 

In a firm motherly voice, “Rory James are you in there?” Again, with no response to his name, she opens the 
door and he appears, vigorously filling up the washing machine with laundry detergent. Sheepishly he steps 
aside while his mother scoops the detergent back into the box. Having to face the immediate consequences 
of his wrongdoing, he was then told that he had to tell his dad. The rest of the day was uneventful, both mother 
and son had a good nap. Arriving home, dad inquired how the day went. “Rory, tell daddy what you did!” He 
looked up and replied, “I am a sneaky little boy,” and proceeded to tell of his escapade. 
 

When Rory’s mom (a good story teller in her own right), told me this over the phone, I howled with laughter! 
When I could laugh no more, I then told her of a similar story of a young boy who may have been a year or 
two older than Rory. 
 

He was alone in the kitchen, his mother was outside hanging up laundry, the timing was right to carry out his 
scheme. Using the shelves under the sink as steps, he reached the counter top and, by standing, able to 
reach the handle of the cabinet. As the door came open plates, glasses and cups took most of the space. But 
he knew where to look, his fancy was located on the second shelf—many little cans and bottles of spices. 
Their size, their color, their smell and uniqueness lured his attention. Soon his mischievous hands began to 
pull them out one by one emptying them on the counter. The different colors were blended together as the 
mound of fragrant spices grew. Having completed his task, he climbed back down and began to play with 
new-found treasure! 
 

The sound of footsteps awoke him out of his fantasy play.  Hastily, he fled the scene of his crime. The screen 
door slammed as his mother came in. The peculiar smell of spices permeated the room and triggered her 
motherly concern. Looking around, immediately her eyes spotted the mound of spices. Her motherly concern 
now verbalized into a motherly imperative, “Young man get in here right now—and I mean RIGHT NOW!” 
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Sheepishly, he comes into the kitchen and hopes to receive mercy. “Young man, did you do this (pointing to 
the mound of spices)? He replied logically, “No ma’am, I can’t reach them.” Not being outfoxed, his mother 
questioned him further, “What’s that on your hands and face?” He looks at his hands and sees the evidence 
of his crime. He was nailed—he was too young and inexperienced to come back with a smart answer!!! 
 
You figured out, this little guy with his fingers in the spices was yours truly! Interestingly, I well remember my 
crime committed at such an early age. What’s more, I remember the guilt incurred. However, it wasn’t until 
four of five years later, the guilt of this sin and all my sin was purged, and my heart cleansed by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
The precious words of Horatio Spafford have been sung many times privately and publicly to my Lord for His 
pardon and forgiveness: 
 
    “My sin, O the bliss of this glorious thought, 
    My sin not in part but the whole, 
    Is nailed to His cross and I bare it no more, 
    Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, O my soul!” 
 
My prayer is that Rory will too come to know the Savior’s love and His forgiveness, yes even for filling up his 
mother’s washing machine with laundry detergent. 

  

 
HYMN HISTORY 

by 

Peggy Dear 
 

FAITH IS THE VICTORY 
 

In Batavia, New York, John Yates was the manager 
of the local hardware store.  Shortly after he left 
the hardware store to become editor of a local 
newspaper, he wrote this hymn, “Faith is the  
 Victory."  The key phrase is taken from the King 
James Version of I John 5:4, which says, "And this 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith."  
 
The imagery of the hymn is drawn from several 
sections of Scripture.  In Ephesians 6, Paul speaks  
of the Word of God as our sword, salvation, our 
helmet, and truth as our belt. And faith, Paul says, is 
our shield. The phrase "His banner over us is love" 
comes from Song of Songs, and his reference to 
'white raiment' in the last stanza comes from the 
book of Revelation, which says, "He that 
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment.”  (3:5, KJV) 
 
No doubt about it, newspaper editor John Yates 
knew his Scripture, and he knew that it is true that 
“faith is the victory.” 
 
John H. Yates (1837-1900)  

 
 

FAITH IS THE VICTORY 
 

Encamped along the hills of light, ye Christian soldiers 
rise, 
And press the battle ere the night shall vail the glowing 
skies. 
Against the foe in vales below let all our strength be 
hurled; 
Faith is the victory, we know, that overcomes the world. 
 

       Faith is the victory! Faith is the victory! 
       Oh, glorious victory, That overcomes the world. 
 

His banner over us is love, our sword the Word of God; 
We tread the road the saints above with shouts of 
triumph trod, 
By faith they, like a whirlwind's breath, swept on o'er 
ev'ry field; 
The faith by which they conquered Death is still our 
shining shield. 
 

On ev'ry hand the foe we find drawn up in dread array; 
Let tents of ease be left behind, and onward to the fray. 
Salvation's helmet on each head, with truth all girt about, 
The earth shall tremble 'neath our tread, and echo with 
our shout. 
 

To him that overcomes the foe, white raiment shall be 
giv'n; 
Before the angels he shall know His name confessed in 
heav'n. 
Then onward from the hills of light, our hearts with love 
aflame; 
We'll vanquish all the hosts of night, in Jesus' conq'ring 
name.  
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JOY SINGERS 

 
 

Joy Singers is open to all who would like to use their 
voice to praise the Lord during a Sunday evening 
service or by ministering to those in nursing and 
retirement homes.  Come out on Mondays at 1:30 pm 
in the Prayer Chapel.  We are so privileged to have 
Pam Eash lead us in praise to our Heavenly Father. 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

December 1st  
 

5:30 pm 
 

Community Life Center 
 

Fall is here, and we are planning for our delicious 
Christmas dinner.  It is always a wonderful time as 
we fellowship together. 
 
Mark your calendar for Friday, December 1st, at 5:30 
pm in the Community Life Center.  The cost is $12.00 
per person. 
 
We began taking reservations (with your money) on 
Sunday, October 22nd.  Cash is preferred; however, 
a check may be made payable to Lucille Ruths.  The 
deadline to register is November 12th. 
 
Let’s have 100% attendance for a great start in 
December as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. 
 

 
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
by 

Chris Williams 
 

 
 

“Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus” 
by Nabeel Qureshi. Zondervan, 2016  

 
On September 16, 2017, this young man of 34 years 
died of stomach cancer. In his brief life, he wrote 
three books. I have read the one reviewed here, as 
well as his second book, “No God but One.” 
 
Unfortunately, I am writing this review without the 
benefit of having the book in front of me. I can’t find 
it! Or maybe I loaned it out to someone but can’t 
remember who. (If you have it please let me know) 
 
“Seeking Allah…”, is a very readable personal 
testimony of a young American, born into a devout 
Islamic family, who became a Christian in his college 
years through his own curiosity, some significant 
dreams, and the personal mentoring of a thoughtful 
Christian friend.  
 
Being a very bright young man, he earned his MD at 
Eastern Virginia Medical School, and went on to earn 
advanced degrees in philosophy and theology. He 
became the protégé of Ravi Zacharias traveling and 
speaking with him until his untimely death.  
 
The account is clearly written, captivating, faithful to 
Scripture and informative on aspects of Islam.  His 
was not a simple emotional conversion but a deep 
philosophical, spiritual and cultural struggle which he 
undertook as God pressed him.  
 
I found the book not only enjoyable and informative 
but encouraging in the face of current world-wide 
struggles with the jihadist movements. 
 
The second book, “No God but One” is a more in-
depth analysis of Islam and Christianity from a 
theological perspective. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

by 
Fran Wise 

 

Welcome the Seel family to our class: 
 
Danks and Renee Seel have recently joined our 
class.  They have been members of Christ Covenant 
for over 25 years. They started visiting when the 
church was meeting at Charlotte Christian. 
 
They have one daughter who lives in Miami, FL, with 
her husband.  Their daughter’s wedding was the first 
one held in the new Sanctuary with Rev. Tom Henry 
performing the ceremony.  They also have one son 
who lives in Apex, NC, who has their only grandson 
and granddaughter.  
 
He works for Samaritan’s Feet, a non-profit 
organization whose goal is to create a world with zero 
shoeless children.  This is an important ministry 
because in some countries no shoes means no 
education. 
 
Renee has spent most of her life as a homemaker 
with some part-time jobs in the wholesale and retail 
markets.  She loves to garden, attends a special 
Bible study, as well as a regular aerobic exercise 
class, and enjoys visiting her mom who is in an 
assisted living facility in Jacksonville Beach, FL. 
 
Danks is a talented wood craver and specializes in 
making custom replicas of 18th century tomahawks 
and knives.  He also loves to go hunting. 
 
I encourage you to look them up and give them a 
warm welcome to our class 
 

LARRY KIRKMAN 
 

Larry joined our class during the past year along with 
his wife, Marty, who went to her heavenly home in 
June of this year.  He and Marty joined Christ 
Covenant in 1984. They came here from Briarwood 
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham.  In 1986 he was 
elected as an elder and continues in that ministry 
today.  
 
Larry retired in 2004 from Proctor and Gamble where 
he was a district sales manager for them. 
 
He has one daughter, Sandy Higgins who is also a 
member at Christ Covenant. One of his grandsons, 
Conner, who is a freshman at UNCC is also a 
member. A younger grandson, Aidin, who is a junior 

at Cuthbertson High School in Weddington is 
currently in the discovery class and will soon be a 
new member. His son, John, lives in California with 
his only granddaughter and another grandson.  He is 
looking forward to spending some time with them 
over the Christmas holidays. 
 

 

ANOTHER BOOK REVIEW 
by Hugh and Fran Wise 

 

Hugh and Fran enjoyed this book so much they 
wanted to recommend it to the class. 
 

GOOD FAITH 
by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons 

  
This insightful book is about being a Christian when 
society thinks you are irrelevant and extreme.  Many 
in our culture today believe Christians are extreme 
and obviously we are no longer a part of the majority.  
Issues of the day threaten to divide the church. 
 
So, how do we engage the culture in an effective way 
using a softer approach while still being firm in our 
convictions? This book gives much food for thought 
and helpful strategies to accomplish that goal. 
 
Tim Keller states: “A wise and accessible guide to 
bring a Christian into the public square today.” 

 

 

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, November 3rd  

12:00 Noon  
 

Program:  Singspiration 
 

Come to the Community Life Center on Friday, 
November 3rd, at noon for our monthly class 
luncheon.  It is pot-providence, so bring a dish to 
share.  The program will be Singspiration led by our 
own Pam Eash.   
 
We will have a blessed time eating, singing, and 
fellowshipping together.  Plan to join in on the fun! 

 

 
 



 

John Little:  I am thankful for many things: my parents and family, the church, our Sunday school 

class, and most importantly our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Jerry and Ilse Cauble:  Praise and thanksgiving for our daughter, Tonya Bowers.  She was diagnosed 

with colon rectal cancer in May of 2016.  There were a lot of ups and downs.  One year later, we can 

celebrate that she is finished with chemo, radiation, and surgery.  We are praising our Lord daily for her 

recovery.  She still has some side effects, neuropathy, and she is very tired.  The doctor said that it 

would take a year or two for that to get better.  We want to thank all of you for the prayers.  Praise 

God for He is so good, and we are so very thankful.  
 

Steve and Susan Sperry:  As we’ve been experiencing today’s world with its many challenges, 

threatening conditions, and even unholy divisive attitudes, we are thankful more and more for family at 

Christ Covenant Church . . . for the Coram Deo family with Bruce and Carolyn . . . for the Covenant Small 

Groups families we’ve been led to . . . for the Godly fellowship we’ve found . . .for the fresh teaching and 

growth the Lord has made available to us . . .  and for the confidence in God’s sovereign-eternal kingship 

and grace that is being built up in our spirits.   
 

Jane Yancey:  I am thankful for the best birthday ever this year.  That is because all my living siblings, 

my children, and my grandchildren, plus my deceased sister’s daughter and her husband were all here 

together to help me celebrate.  Family being together is such a joy and a blessing and a dream come true. 
 

Anonymous Class Members:   

 Someone is always an early arrival to the Coram Deo class on Sundays; 

 Someone helps with getting the room ready for class and sets up the coffee for the class members 

to enjoy; 

 Someone gathers up all the prayer requests and praise reports after class and then emails them to 

the entire class; 

  Someone sends out prayer request and praise emails to the class during the week as they come in to 

keep everyone informed and in prayer mode for our class family; 

  That SOMEONE is none other than JOHN LITTLE!  John, the class is so thankful for your 

ministry, your care, your love, and the way you keep the class family together.  You are so special, and 

your ministry blesses all of us. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Leon Schanely 

  6 Charlie Maurer 

  6 Jane Gray 

12 Patty Marion 

13 Renee Seel 

14 Bob Guinn 

14 Ruth Mangum 

15 Jo Brightsen 

15 Steve Thompson 

17 Barbara Smith 

17 Mary Newton 

18 Barbara Dustin 

23 Carolyn Dellinger 

26 Betty Williams 
 

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
  1 Jim and Mary Newton 

22 Robert and Norma Kirkpatrick 

22 Bob and Mary Lou Mantell 

30 Norm and Dee Petty 

 

MONTHLY CLASS LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, November 3rd  
12:00 Noon 

Community Life Center 
 
 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, November 10th   
11:30 am 

Trio’s Restaurant 
10709 McMullen Parkway 

Charlotte, NC (off Highway 51) 
 

Please join us for a great lunch 
and sweet fellowship. 

 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
 

Friday, November 17th  
11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Road, Charlotte 
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