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Our Sympathy to …
Paul Woods on the death of his father, Wayne Woods

ProjectSHARE Collection — Our December collection is for Changed Choices, 
Charlotte. This organization provides support to women who are incarcerated as well 
as women who are transitioning back into society. Items can be dropped off at the 
Information Desk any Sunday in December. See http://christcovenant.org/projectshare 
for more information, including the list of items that we are collecting.

Christmas Eve Service — On Sunday, December 24, at 6 p.m., we will celebrate 
as one church body at a family-friendly Christmas Eve candlelight worship service. 
Childcare will be available for children 4 months - 2 years. We look forward to seeing 
you and welcoming all of our guests to celebrate the birth of Christ and the gift of 
salvation in Him alone. (We will not have communion at this service.)

Women’s Winter Bible Studies & Small Groups — Registration is open for our 
winter/spring Anchor groups and Bible studies. Please see the Women’s Ministry 
page of our website for details and registration. Click on “Women’s Bible Studies” or 
the “Anchor” links on the right margin for more information. We’d love to have you try 
something new, or join in where you have already found community, fellowship and 
encouragement in the Scripture!

CDS Scholarship — Covenant Day School is accepting applications for its Roper 
Scholarship, which covers up to 80% of a student’s annual tuition. This scholarship 
is available only to Christ Covenant Church member families considering enrolling 
a new student for the 2018-2019 school year, who would also qualify for financial 
assistance. The deadline to apply for this scholarship is January 15, 2018. Please 
contact the CDS Admissions office at 704-847-2385 for more information or to pick up 
an application. The application can also be downloaded at christcovenant.org/news.

Year-End Giving — Gifts to the church in December help support more than 50 
ministries and are a significant part of our annual income. Please note that for gifts 
to be tax deductible in 2017, they must be received by the Finance Office by 4 p.m. 
on Friday, December 29, or postmarked Saturday, December 30. (Please note that 
the church offices will be closed December 25 and 26.) You may also take advantage 
of our secure online giving (links are on our homepage at the top and under the 
Members tab). If you are making a gift online, you must complete the transaction 
by 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2017. God blesses Christ Covenant through your 
gifts, and they are greatly appreciated. Call Sandy Spitz at 704-814-1010 with any 
questions or for more information, including details on handling stock/fund transfers. 

Watching Our Budget — Thank you for your tithes and gifts to all of the ministries 
of Christ Covenant. Please continue to pray for God’s provision in 2017. As a 
reminder, the Our Heritage pledge fulfillment period goes through December 2017.

Inflow 1/1/17 – 12/3/17 Actual Budget Difference % (-) or +
Operating Budget 4,555,350 4,546,000 9,350 0.21% 
Faith Promise Budget 269,015 261,000 8,015 3.07%

12/1/14 – 12/3/17 Gifts Received 3-Year Commitment Fulfillment %
Our Heritage 3,569,865 3,500,000 101.99%



P R A Y e R  F o c u s  t H I s  W e e K
The Persecuted Church: For believers and Christian workers in Columbia where 

gang violence is on the rise and drug rings oppose attempts to spread the gospel 
in towns under their control.

Our Presbytery: Lake Tillery Church, Mount Gilead, and Rev. Chip McAulay

c A L e n D A R  o F  e V e n t s
This list shows special and monthly events and start of weekly programs. See our website 
for more church events/programs and the E-Courier (e-newsletter) for this week’s events.

this 
Week

Sunday 10th | Morning & evening worship (10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.)
Wednesday 13th | Yarn Lovers Ministry (10 a.m.)
Wednesday 13th | WBS: Philippians monthly study (7 p.m.)
Wednesday 13th  | Middle school & high school events (5:30 p.m.)
Friday 15th  | Senior Adults men’s lunch (11:30 a.m.)
Saturday 16th | MS & HS sons & dads paintball outing (10 a.m.)

Submit prayer requests by pew card, email to prayer@christcovenant.org, or
call the church office, 704-847-3505. In a pastoral emergency, call 704-708-6101.

t H I s  W e e K ’ s  H I G H L I G H t
Helping When the Holidays are Hard

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; 
heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled. — Psalm 6:2

There are people on your street, working in your office, waiting in the after 
school pick-up line, and/or sitting in one of our pews this morning who are finding 
December anything but the most wonderful time of the year. These people may be 
easy to overlook because they are trying hard to blend in at the events they can’t 
avoid or quietly skipping the gatherings that they can, but we need to seek them out.

Some names will come to you immediately. You may have friends or relatives 
facing their first Christmas without the presence of a parent or the husband or wife 
who is greatly missed. There may be a family you know who has faced unemployment 
or major illness this year. You may have a friend with a family member deployed with 
the military or serving as a missionary far from home. Any of these circumstances that 
may be serious or seem minor to us can make it hard to feel festive.

How can you help? Begin by praying for sensitivity to the people around 
you. Pray for quiet opportunities to reach out. Take the time to write a note saying 
that you are praying, make a quick visit to share some cookies, offer to help with 
shopping or decorating, give a personal invitation to share a meal or see a light 
display. Anything you choose will be right.

If the person who finds the holidays hard this year is you, please tell a pastor 
or an elder and ask for prayer. God’s people are not immune to depression. The 
Comforter Himself knows your sadness and sees your tears. Rely on His promise: 
“Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5b ESV)

upcoming 
events

Dec. 17 | Mexico youth mission trip interest meeting (9 a.m.)
Dec. 24 | Christmas Eve morning worship (10:45 a.m.) *NO SBS 
Dec. 24 | Candlelight Christmas Eve service (6 p.m.)
Dec. 31 | Morning & evening worship (10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.) *NO SBS
Jan. 10| HS/MS winter event (no regular Link/Epic)
Jan. 14 | Commitment Sunday


