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Congratulations to …
Darrell and Tiffany Zamora on the birth of their daughter, Grace Ellen Zamora

Christmas Eve Service — This evening at 6 p.m., we will celebrate as one church 
body at a family-friendly Christmas Eve candlelight worship service. Childcare will 
be available for children 4 months - 2 years. We look forward to seeing you and 
welcoming all of our guests to celebrate the birth of Christ and the gift of salvation in 
Him alone. (We will not have communion at this service.)

Christmas Eve Special Offering — Our special offering this evening will support the 
PCA’s Ministerial Relief Fund. These gifts will help assist needy retired and disabled 
pastors, missionaries, church lay workers, their widows and dependent children.

ProjectSHARE Collection — Our December collection is for Changed Choices, 
Charlotte. This organization provides support to women who are incarcerated as well 
as women who are transitioning back into society. Items can be dropped off at the 
Information Desk any Sunday in December. See http://christcovenant.org/projectshare 
for more information, including the list of items that we are collecting.

Women’s Winter Bible Studies & Small Groups — Registration is open for our 
winter/spring Anchor groups and Bible studies. Please see the Women’s Ministry page 
of our website for details and registration. Click on “Women’s Bible Studies” link or the 
“Anchor” link on the right margin for more information.

CDS Scholarship — Covenant Day School is accepting applications for its Roper 
Scholarship, which covers up to 80% of a student’s annual tuition. This scholarship 
is available only to Christ Covenant Church member families considering enrolling 
a new student for the 2018-2019 school year, who would also qualify for financial 
assistance. The deadline to apply for this scholarship is January 15, 2018. Please 
contact the CDS Admissions office at 704-847-2385 for more information or to pick up 
an application. The application can also be downloaded at christcovenant.org/news.

Year-End Giving — Gifts to the church in December help support more than 50 
ministries and are a significant part of our annual income. Please note that for gifts 
to be tax deductible in 2017, they must be received by the Finance Office by 4 p.m. 
on Friday, December 29, or postmarked Saturday, December 30. (Please note that 
the church offices will be closed December 25 and 26.) You may also take advantage 
of our secure online giving (links are on our homepage at the top and under the 
Members tab). If you are making a gift online, you must complete the transaction 
by 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2017. God blesses Christ Covenant through your 
gifts, and they are greatly appreciated. Call Sandy Spitz at 704-814-1010 with any 
questions or for more information, including details on handling stock/fund transfers. 

Watching Our Budget — Thank you for your tithes and gifts to all of the ministries 
of Christ Covenant. Please continue to pray for God’s provision in 2017. As a 
reminder, the Our Heritage pledge fulfillment period goes through December 2017.

Inflow 1/1/17 – 12/17/17 Actual Budget Difference % (-) or +
Operating Budget 4,773,035 4,783,000 (9,965) (0.21%) 
Faith Promise Budget 281,707 268,000 13,707 5.11%

12/1/14 – 12/17/17 Gifts Received 3-Year Commitment Fulfillment %
Our Heritage 3,578,056 3,500,000 102.23%



P R A Y e R  F o c u s  t H I s  W e e K
The Persecuted Church: For thousands of prisoners in North Korea tortured and killed 

for their faith. Officials are told “to wipe out the seed of [Christian] reactionaries.”
Our Presbytery: Norman Presbyterian Church, Norman, and Pastor Jack Bowling

c A L e n D A R  o F  e V e n t s
This list shows special and monthly events and start of weekly programs. See our website 
for our online calendar and the News page for the E-Courier and other announcements.

this 
Week

Sunday 24th | Christmas Eve morning worship (10:45 a.m.) *NO SBS 
Sunday 24th | Christmas Eve candlelight family worship service (6 p.m.)
Monday 25th & Tuesday 26th | Church offices closed
Thursday 28th | DivorceCare & DivorceCare for Kids

t H I s  W e e K ’ s  H I G H L I G H t
christmas 2017

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. — Luke 2:11
At the beginning God expressed Himself. That personal 

expression, that word, was with God, and was God, and He 
existed with God from the beginning. All creation took place 
through Him, and none took place without Him. In Him 
appeared life and this life was the light of mankind. The light 

still shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out.
 A man called John was sent by God as a witness to the light, so that any man 

who heard his testimony might believe in the light. This man was not himself the 
light: he was sent simply as a personal witness to that light.

 That was the true light which shines upon every man as he comes into the 
world. He came into the world — the world He had created — and the world 
failed to recognize Him. He came into His own creation, and His own people 
would not accept Him. Yet wherever men did accept Him He gave them the 
power to become sons of God. These were the men who truly believed in Him, 
and their birth depended not on the course of nature nor on any impulse or 
plan of man, but on God.

So the word of God became a human being and lived among us. We saw His 
splendor … full of grace and truth. … For while the Law was given by Moses, 
love and truth came through Jesus Christ. It is true that no one has ever seen 
God at any time. Yet the divine and only Son, who lives in the closest intimacy 
with the Father, has made Him known.

upcoming 
events

Dec. 31 | Morning & evening worship (10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.) *NO SBS
Jan. 1 | Church offices closed
Jan. 3 | Link & Epic (youth Wednesday night programming) resume
Jan. 7 | Timothy Project welcome back dinner (5 p.m.)
Jan. 10 | HS/MS winter event (no regular Link/Epic)
Jan. 14 | Commitment Sunday
Jan. 16 | Women’s Anchor and Bible studies begin
Jan. 17 | Appreciating the Beauty of Covenantal Truth & 
 Covenant Community women’s study begins (7 p.m.)

John 1:1-18 (selected)
J.B. Phillips translation


