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GRACE TO YOU 
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Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 
 

LIVING A DOG’S LIFE 
 

We were given guardianship of “Beau” and “Missy” when son David moved to St. Louis, twelve years ago. 
The term “grand-dogs” seems to be out of place.  I was ready to be a grandfather but not of two Jack Russell 
dogs! Having made their home with us, I must confess they have become a part of the family, not “grand-
dogs” just “dogs.” 

  
Any time I am on the couch, Beau comes and parks himself next to me. He also likes to burrow himself 
under the couch cover (designed to keep dogs off the couch), showing only his eyes and nose. When not 
sleeping, he follows me around the house as my body guard. If I am in the bedroom and the gate is closed, 
he will wedge his nose in the fence and force it open.  Our kitchen and family room are barricaded with 
doggy fences to protect the rest of the house. But Beau has been known to wiggle himself through the one 
fence and has even jumped from the floor to the chair and then leaped over the fence.  I can only imagine 
what momma must have gone through with me! He manages to keep birds, squirrels, and lizards on the run 
whenever he darts out into the back yard. They all know to stay clear when he is on the loose. On one 
occasion, he came into the house with a lizard sticking out of his mouth.  Even though he didn’t feel too 
good afterward, he still pursues them with a passion! His coat grows greyer with age, but his strength has 
not abated!  

 
While Carolyn and I are eating dinner, It is not unusual for Beau to weasel his way up on the vacant chair 
and rest his head with its long nose on the table. The only remedy is to push the chair away from the table. 
Beau has a “Plan B.” He moseys over to where we are sitting and quietly and patiently waits to catch a 
morsel of food. He has acquired a taste for peanut butter pretzels, cheez-its, and saltines.  We are careful 
to practice moderation in giving him people food. During the week, he and Missy eat before we leave and 
after we get home. But if Carolyn is not up at 7am on Saturday morning, they will assemble in front of our 
bedroom door and sing a duet also known as “howling!” For some reason, they know it is Saturday, and 
they know it is 7 am, and they know that scrambled eggs are on the menu! Beau likes to lounge on the top 
of the couch wedged between the pillow and the back. 

 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 



 2 
Sister Missy, is quite the “Southern Lady.”  She sits with her legs crossed and insists on having long nails 
(quite lethal). Her white coat glistens when the light shines on it. She constantly washes herself, always 
presentable. When she and Beau went to obedience school, she received her diploma, while Beau simply 
got a certificate of attendance! She is more reserved and laid back, never forcing herself on you. Although 
if Carolyn or I am sitting down, she will reach up, wanting to be next to you or to lay on your lap. Being a 
senior adult in doggy years, glaucoma has affected her sight and she is nearly blind.  Her limited vision does 
not hinder her from getting around.  Her sense of smell and touch allow her relative freedom.  
  
As a “Southern Lady,” she can also be a “steel magnolia” when dealing with her brother. After cleaning out 
her food bowl, she thinks nothing of going over to Beau’s and consuming his portion! There is nothing Beau 
can do but let the “Alpha” dog do her thing. On occasion, they have their brawls, and forced separation is 
necessary. Then there are those moments when you see them lying side by side, kind of like the lion and 
the lamb lying down together! Unlike Beau, who is full of energy and rambunctiousness, she enjoys her 
beauty sleep, stretching out in the chair or wrapped up in a ball in her crate. 
 
Both Beau and Missy love with an unconditional love, a reminder of and a reflection of the unconditional 
love of their Creator God. I must confess there are times when I don’t have the time or want to be bothered 
with Beau and Missy. Yet they don’t pout, or show displeasure, or hold it against me. Likewise, there are 
times when I am caught up in my own schedule and agenda that I neglect the Lord and not include Him in 
my thoughts; yet He never leaves me or forsakes me despite my actions or attitude of heart, as Joshua 1:5 
reminds us, “Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.” 
 
As Beau and Missy delight and desire to be with Carolyn and me, it is also a reminder of and reflection of 
the Creator God and the Father’s delight He has in His children. Wagging their tails when we walk in the 
door or wanting to be with us at the dinner table or the couch, they delight to be with us. The prophet 
Zephaniah expresses in 3: 17, the delight the Lord has over His own, “The Lord your God is in your midst, 
a mighty one who will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will 
exult over you with loud singing.” 
 
Beau and Missy are a reminder of the creative power of God in making all “the beasts of the earth according 
to their kind and … God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:25.  
 
They are not ‘grand-dogs,” but they are “man’s best friend” reminding me of God’s goodness. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
“It is a serious thing to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you can talk to, may one 
day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare…. It is in the light of these overwhelming 
possibilities, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another….There are no ordinary people. You 
have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations—these are mortal…. But it is 
immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting 
splendors…. Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your 
senses. If he is your Christian neighbor he is holy in almost the same way, for in him also Christ…the glorifier 
and the glorified, Glory Himself, is truly hidden.” 

--C. S. Lewis 
 The Weight of Glory 
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HYMN HISTORY 
By 

Peggy Dear 

 

LET US LOVE, AND SING, AND WONDER 
 

Much has been made of John Newton's move from 
the slave trade to the church. It was a turnaround 
that rivaled that of the apostle Paul, and Newton 
always recognized the depths of sin from which he 
had come.  The "wretch like me" that he mentions in 
his hymn "Amazing Grace" was no 
exaggeration.  Newton knew that he had sinned 
greatly; he also knew the greatness of God's 
redeeming grace. 
 
"Let Us Love, and Sing, and Wonder," however, 
comes from later years, when Newton was a 
renowned preacher. It is rich with theology and 
biblical images. Christ has "hushed the Law's loud 
thunder," says Newton, evoking images of Mount 
Sinai. For centuries the Law stood strong and 
unkeepable. "You're not good enough!" it rumbled. 
But Christ silenced that rumble with the sweet 
promise of his own righteousness. 
 
Grace and justice join in Christ, says Newton. 
Normally these two words don't belong in the same 
sentence, but when our trust is in Christ's 
righteousness, both are satisfied - "justice smiles 
and asks no more."  
 
 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

June 17, 2018 
 

 
 
 

Let us love, and sing and wonder, 
Let us praise the Savior's name! 
He has hushed the Law's loud thunder, 
He has quenched Mount Sinai's flame; 
He has washed us with His blood, 
He has brought us nigh to God. 
 

Let us love the Lord who bought us, 
Pitied us when enemies, 
Called us by His grace, and taught us, 
Gave us ears, and gave us eyes: 
He has washed us with His blood, 
He presents our souls to God. 
 

Let us sing, though fierce temptations 
Threaten hard to bear us down! 
For the Lord, our strong salvation, 
Holds in view the conqu'ror's crown, 
He who washed us with His blood, 
Soon will bring us home to God. 
 

Let us wonder; grace and justice 
Join, and point to mercy's store; 
When through grace in Christ our trust is, 
Justice smiles and asks no more: 
He who washed us with His blood, 
Has secured our way to God. 
 

Let us praise, and join the chorus 
Of the saints enthroned on high; 
Here they trusted Him before us, 
Now their praises fill the sky: 
"Thou has washed us with Thy blood; 
Thou art worthy, Lamb of God!" 
 

John Newton (1725-1807) 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

All articles for the July newsletter should be 
submitted to Jane Yancey no later than 
 

June 20, 2018 
 

jane@yancey.com  
 
 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com


 4 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
By Chris Williams 

 

INVENTING FREEDOM: 
HOW THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES 

MADE THE MODERN WORLD 
By:  Daniel Hannan 
        2013 Broad Side Books 

 
The author is a British MP and politician who 
appreciates the unique way English-speaking 
people have developed modern constitutional 
government beginning with the Magna Carta in 1215 
but accelerated with the reformation. The idea that 
the government is a servant of the people, not its 
absolute ruler, developed among the English-
speaking peoples throughout these past 700 years. 
It is an amazing and encouraging story, well told by 
Mr. Hannan. 
 
Though he starts in England with the English Civil 
War during the 17th century, he brings the narrative 
up through the American Revolution and our Civil 
War, showing the continuity of theme and purpose in 
all these conflicts.  
 
He writes during the presidency of Barrack Obama 
and before the British exited the EU; a reminder of 
how fast things have been changing. His analysis in 
these areas is nonetheless interesting and relevant. 
I would only add that the author gives too little credit 
to the unique world and life view of Christianity in the 
progress of free institutions. But that is a relative 
minor objection. 
 
Betty and I both enjoyed this book.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
A TESTIMONY AND PRAISE TO GOD 

By:  Anne Hopkins 
 

Could it be?  God of all the earth, You are the all 
powerful creator; I am 8.   
 

You have disturbed me — awakened in me a fear 
and dread.  What must I do?  I am undone. 
 

Like Isaiah, I saw you high and lifted up.  Woe is 
me.  What must I do? 
 

Your faithful servant, sent out to preach.  He has 
disturbed me.  He must show me more.  He must 
point me to Your good graces and Your salvation. 
 

You, Yourself, have made a way for my 
salvation.  Could it be true?  I hope; I think; yes, I 
know.   And I know only because You cannot lie 
and You have said so Yourself.  “He that believes 
in Me shall never die.  He has passed from death 
unto life.”   
 

John, the one who followed You and the one You 
loved, wrote the words of assurance:  “...these are 
written that You may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in His name.” 
 

I believe.  I am alive forever in You.  You have said 
so! 
 

And now... 
 

You own me.  My life is Yours.  You must plan my 
future.  I am available for Your plans.  I will prepare 
to go where You call me to go for You.  No.  It must 
be WITH You I go. 
 

Your joy is my strength.  I worship You! 
 

Note:  Anne wrote this as a challenge she read on 
Facebook to all Christians to write their own testimony 
and praise to God. 

 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
Friday, June 1st, 12:00 noon 
Community Life Center (CLC) 

By:  Mary Newton 
 

No cooking for June!!  We are having roasted chicken, potato salad, baked beans, and dessert for a $3.00 
donation.  This is our last fellowship for the summer, so we hope to see your smiling faces at our picnic 
luncheon.  We will have a show of hands on Sunday, May 27th if you are planning to attend.  If you will be out 
next Sunday, please give Mary Newton a call (704-847-0671) and add your name to the list. 
 

 
 

 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
 

June 8th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 
By:  Dot Branson 

 
The Ladies' Luncheon will continue to meet through the summer at Trio's Restaurant on Pineville-Matthews 
Road at 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy. Our next lunch is on June 8th at 11:30 a.m. We would love to see you 
there! Please invite another lady in our Coram Deo class. 

 
 
 

 

MEN’S LUNCH 
 

June 15th, 11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

By:  Dave Ruths 
 

The men meet for lunch every third Friday of the month at Park Place Restaurant, 10517 Park Road, Charlotte.  
Come join your Christian brothers for a time of fellowship and lunch. 
 
 
 
 

JOY SINGERS 
 

The Joy Singers are taking the summer off and will resume their time together in September. 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

  3 Linda Avery 

  5 Steve Sperry 

  9 Barbara Kinney 

10 Granville Broome, Jr. 

11 Josie Barlaan 

12 Bob Paffenroth, Sr. 

18 Phyllis Lupo 

24 Carol Stoudenmier 

25 Brad Wyman 

25 Dorothy Davis 

26 Debby Arnold 

27 Marge Frantz 

28 Russ Eppley 

30 Chester Frantz 

30 Marjorie Kempton 
 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  4  Barney & Nancy Megargee 

  7 Sang & Frances Lee 

  8 Tim & Fran Roberts 

  9 Bruce & Carolyn Creswell 

12 Danks & Renee Seel 

14 Tom & Terri Theyson 

15 Forest & Barbara Price 

18 Dave & Ginny Cullen 

18 Mark & Josie Barlaan 

29 Jerry & Judy Pinkard 
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