
 

BETWEEN SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 
 

Senior Adults Newsletter 
Christ Covenant Church 

August, 2018 
 

    
     

 

GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

AN OLD PREACHER AND A YOUNG ONE NOW AGING 
 

A square-cut nail was discovered in a tree, which served as a fence post. Over the years, the nail gradually 
disappeared as the tree grew around it. As he was sawing the post down, Bro. Will heard a metallic sound, 
unknowing that he was sawing right through a nail. That “slice” of wood with the nail is in my study, it is a 
reminder to me of the old preacher who cut it down, “Bro. Will Briers.” The last seven years of his life, he was 
a member of our church in West Virginia. 
 

Will was a tentmaker preacher while working for the C&O Railroad. He built his house up on 14th Avenue, 
where he had a nice view of town. He had a heart for people, especially the people who lived in the mountains 
around our town, people who may have been uncomfortable in the “city” churches or rarely came to town. In 
the cold winter weather, when driving was not possible, he would walk up the mountain to preach on Sundays. 
He not only organized two churches, but he labored with his own hands in building them and financed them 
with his own money. They were simple cinder block structures, but they were churches.  
 

His love for the mountains and the woods helped in relating to those people. He could identify every kind of 
tree and tell you what type wood was used in every house and barn. Also, as a skilled woodworker, he 
fashioned a beautiful table for the foyer of our church. He also knew every berry, greens, nuts including 
“chickipens!” Sometimes there would be a plastic bag filled with “wild greens” left on our front steps. I liked 
the “poke greens,” but the “nettles” were too strong for me. But what made for great ice tea was the 
“sassafras” roots and bark, that he would bring from the woods.  
 

Not having gone to seminary, Will was self-taught. As a minster of the Gospel, he stood unswervingly on the 
Word of God. The Gospel was faithfully preached to those people who lived in the mountains. As age and 
health issues began to catch up with him, Will began attending our church, but still serving the Lord. He 
would fill the pulpit for me and when he could no longer preach, I would have him close the service in prayer. 
Many people would say with great affection that they enjoyed hearing 2 messages: the one from the pulpit 
and the one given from the pew! Everyone in our town knew Will and they respected him. 
 

Will was an encourager to this young preacher. After the service, he would shake my hand and say, “That 
was a mighty fine sermon Bro. Bruce!” When our church was going through some trying times, he was right 
there to support me and stand with me. I affectionately referred to him as “the white hair prophet.” Our many 
conversations were laced with practical advice in shepherding, the importance of living holy and being faithful 
to the Word, and the life lessons he had learned along the way. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Will had a GREAT sense of humor; he could enjoy a good laugh. He surprised his sister, Polly (purple hair), 
on her birthday, arriving in a funeral hearse, dressed as an old-time preacher with a top hat, white gloves 
and a string tie. As he walked in the front door, he addressed his sister and her husband and their friends 
and gave a lamenting monologe about getting old and getting wrinkles. Polly was stunned, as was her guests, 
but she knew her brother! After his little lament, he walked out as he came in and rode away in the funeral 
hearse. Polly, who was also full of mischievousness, couldn’t get mad at Will but no doubt got even with him 
later! 
 

Every young preacher values the encouragement and friendship of an older pastor, especially when starting 
out. Will was my friend; he modeled the caring concern of a seasoned shepherd that made you delight in his 
presence. At his funeral, I preached from II Timothy 4:6-8, an old preacher last’s words to a young preacher. 
In the closing remarks, I said, “If God so spares me as to enjoy old age and a long ministry, I want to be the 
same kind of encouragement/example to my flock and especially to young preachers as Bro. Will was to me.”  
 

Looking at this “slice” of wood with the nail, some thirty years later, reminds me of the old preacher who is 
now at Home with his Lord and that this young preacher who is now aging is “to continue in what I have 
learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom I have learned it…” (II Timothy 3:14). 
 

I MUST GO ON 
 

   I must go: my hand is put unto the plough; 
   The wind blows cold; the sluggard leaves the sod unturned; 
   Nor cares that in time of harvest he must beg. 

But I have seen a Ploughman, spite of wind and snow; 
Plough an unbending furrow to the end; 
And, ceaseless in His toil, break up the fallow ground, 
And through the mist and murk of unpropitious days 
Lay up in store the summer’s golden harvest joy. 

   That Ploughman is the Master of my soul: 
   Therefore, in spite of storm and stress, like Him, I must go on. 
   I must fight on: I have in conscience drawn the sword. 
   The fight is hard: the armed Ephraimites may flee 
   And fill the streets of Gath and Ashkelon with mirth; 

But I have seen a Warrior take the field alone, 
Unsheathe His sword against infernal foes, 
And with undaunted soul, cut through the serried ranks 
And, though forsaken of the men He came to save, 
Pour out His blood to win for them the victor’s crown. 

   That Warrior is the Captain of my soul, 
   And I, though I should stand alone, like Him, I must fight on! 
   And I must love: my heart is longer not my own. 
   The world allures, and fickle hearts may turn aside, 
   Nor care the ashes mark the place of yester’s flame: 

But I have seen a Lover, spite of scorn and hate, 
Love through an agony of blood and tears; 
And ceaseless in His love for e’en His enemies, 
Lay down His life, forsaken of the earth and sky, 
And, rising, win a bride, and ring the marriage bells! 

   That Lover is the Lover of my soul; 
   And I, unto the endless end, like Him, 
   I too must love. 
 
     T.T. Shields 
     Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Canada 
     “The Spurgeon of Canada” 
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HYMN HISTORY 
By 

Peggy Dear 

 

I’D RATHER HAVE JESUS 
 

When the mother of George Beverly Shea put a 
poem on their family piano, she had no idea what 
would happen. Most likely she wanted her son to 
read the words and make some changes in his 
life's direction. It looked as if he were heading for 
a career singing popular music on NBC. He had 
impressed everyone who heard him, and he 
admitted that he was lured by the possibilities. 
 
But then he saw the poem on the piano, and he 
was moved by the words. He sat down at the piano 
and started singing a tune that seemed to fit the 
words. Shea didn't know it at the time, but his 
mother was listening in the next room, and she 
asked him to sing it in church the next day. So the 
words by Rhea Miller and the tune by George 
Beverly Shea were cemented together. 
 
But Shea's life direction changed because of that 
hymn. A few years later he became associated 
with evangelist Billy Graham and sang the hymn 
around the world. 
 
 

 

I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold; 
I'd rather be His than have riches untold 
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands, 
I'd rather be led by His nail pierced hand. 
 
Than to be the king of a vast domain 
Or be held in sin's dread sway, 
I'd rather have Jesus than anything. 
This world affords today. 
 
I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause; 
I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause; 
I'd rather have Jesus than world-wide fame, 
I'd rather be true to His holy name. 
 
He's fairer than lilies of rarest bloom; 
He's sweeter than honey from a comb; 
He's all that my hungering spirit needs, 
I'd rather have Jesus and let Him lead. 
 

Rhea F. Miller (1894-1966) 

 

 

or DINNER 
 

Twice a year, Spring and Fall, our class enjoys either lunch or dinner with a group of 6-12 classmates in 
someone’s home.  The number in each group is determined by what number the host is comfortable 
having.  The host provides the entrée and each guest brings a side dish to complete the meal.  The day for 
the lunch or dinner is determined by the host contacting each one in “their group” to find a day that works for 
everyone in that group. 
 

It is time to sign up for our Fall get- togethers to be held once during the months of September, October, or 
November.  Since we will not be meeting as our regular S.S. class to sign up, please e-mail or phone Lucille 
Ruths at lmr@carolina.rr.com or 704-846-4074 no later than August 15.   
 

Please tell me if you prefer lunch or dinner or have no preference and if you would like to host a group or be 
a guest or have no preference.  The groups will be put together and distributed to you in class 
on Sunday, August 26, when we again will be in our regular class setting.   
 

Let’s have 100% participation.  We all eat every day and what better way one time this Fall to join with a few 
of our classmates so we can get to know each other better. 
 

mailto:lmr@carolina.rr.com
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Submitted by Sandi Barkman 

 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) is situated just north of Australia.  It is a beautiful land of lush foliage and rolling 
hills.  It is a country where there are 800 different spoken languages by people groups situated around the 
coastal and highland areas.  Therefore, it is a place where there are many Wycliffe Bible translators busy at 
getting the Scripture translated into those individual languages.  Much work has been completed but there 
are still over 200 languages yet to receive Scripture.  They are scattered around the country, but a big 
translation center of operations is situated in the foothills of the Eastern Highlands of the country.  They call 
it Ukarumpa.  And that is where our children are working (in the international school there), and that is where 
our twin grandsons have grown up (14 of their 18 years).  We had the privilege of traveling there at the end 
of April to participate in a lot of the school end-of-year activities for our grandsons.  What a privilege and 
blessing it was!   
 
Since we went six weeks before graduation, we were also able to offer our services to the translation 
organization there.  Serving the servants.  Butch was able to be a consultant to the leadership team --- 
offering some perspective and a listening ear to those who are leading this great work.  He did some 
leadership coaching that he is certified to do.  He coached some national employee supervisors as well.  He 
gave counsel to some of the individual leaders as they worked through challenges.  And he did some team 
building for the aviation department – a large group because aviation is essential in moving the translators 
to the villages around the country.  Sandi did interviews for the Staff Care department, interviewing some 21 
first-term missionary units, both singles and couples, to see how they were doing spiritually, emotionally, and 
physically as they adjust to this place.  The adjustment is often challenging and can be discouraging.  She 
mostly listened and then tried to offer encouragement to those dear ones.  It was a great privilege for us to 
help out in these ways. 

 
One of the Papua New Guinean men that we have met before and who is now a part of the PNG government 
has moved his family to Ukarumpa. The Eastern Highlands is a dark place (spiritually-speaking) and this 
man, Andrew, calls Ukraumpa the “spiritual capital of Papua New Guinea.”  Because Holy Scripture is the 
only answer to the spiritual darkness that has resided there for centuries, he feels like this is the place where 
the most is happening to confront the evil.  It can be a dangerous place, but it is also an exciting place to be, 
as more and more Scripture is translated into the languages of this great nation.   
 
Prayers Requests: 

1. Pray that the Lord will expedite the Bible translation process and that the expat and national 
translators will translate God’s Word accurately. 

2. Pray that the Papua New Guinean believers in the Eastern Highlands, pastors and elders of 
the churches will, by their example, show forgiveness and stop the vicious cycle of “pay-
back” in the culture. 

3. Pray for Andrew and other government officials who know the Lord and want to lead the country in 
a God-honoring ways. 
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CLASS MEMBER VISITATION 
Submitted by Ruth Mangum 

 

Several weeks ago, Jerry and Ilse Cauble and Jim 
and I visited Lucille Eubanks at Providence 
Meadows. Many of you may not know Lucille so I’ll 
give a little history.  By the time Lucille and her 
husband Jack became members at Christ 
Covenant, they were only coming to the morning 
service as it was a long drive from their home in 
Coulwood to the church and their health was 
already deteriorating. 
 

Lucille was born in Virginia and that was where she 
met Jack. They married, adopted two children, and 
later adopted their grandson.  Jack became one of 
the first PCA pastors in this area.  They lived in 
Coulwood, and Jack became pastor at New Life 
Church located nearby. That is where Jerry and 
Ilse met the Eubanks.  Lucille was a stay at home 
mom.   
 

In later years, when Jim and I met the Eubanks, 
Jack and Lucille did everything together.  Sadly, 
Jack died several years ago. Lucille remained in 
her home, but it was evident she could not live 
alone due to memory issues. 
 

Lucille had a hard time adjusting to the loss of 
Jack, but when we visited her, she was cheerful 
and in good spirits.  Lucille loves to talk, and her 
favorite subject is the Lord and the Bible.  She has 
made friends and goes down to meals. She also 
participates in some activities. 
 

For our visit, I brought snacks so she wouldn’t feel 
bad about not being able to do that for us.  We 
toured her apartment and the facility. We even got 
to see Wyman Ramsey. 
 

If you are interested in visiting Lucille, it would be 
good to call to make sure she does not have 
something else scheduled.  If you need 
assistance, feel free to get in touch with me and I 
will contact her daughter-in-law. 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 

 

All articles for the August newsletter should 
be submitted to Jane Yancey no later than 

 

August 20, 2018 
 

jane@yancey.com  

A Note from the Shepherds and Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Fairfield, CT 

 

Greetings, Seniors!!  
 

We hope this note finds you well. We wanted to 
take the opportunity to thank so many of you who 
regularly pray for, encourage, and support us in 
our efforts in planting a new PCA Church in 
Connecticut. The work can be difficult at times, but 
we are granted endurance by God's grace through 
your prayers, encouragement, and resourcing. 
 

We want to thank you specifically for praying for 
our GOOD Week which took place a couple of 
weeks ago. We know that many of you signed up 
and prayed for us, and we could sense your 
prayers throughout the week. GOOD Week is our 
version of Seek the City where we host visitors to 
come alongside our church to serve our city in 
different ways throughout the week. We had teams 
from 3 different churches come this year (a large 
group of the Young Pros community joined from 
CCC with Dave Baxter), and this was such a boost 
for our staff and our congregation. We loved being 
around teams from other churches, and were 
greatly encouraged by their willingness to come, 
and your willingness to pray. The Lord granted 
miraculous team unity, great energy throughout 
the week, safety, and many new gospel 
opportunities. The week culminated in a two day 
"Christ's Kids Club" in which we got to share the 
gospel with 31 kids over those two days. Probably 
half of these kids had never heard the gospel in a 
way they could comprehend.  
 

So thank you. Your community has been a huge 
support and encouragement since we moved, and 
we are so grateful. We would appreciate your 
continued prayers in the following areas: 

• Follow Up from GOOD Week -- we had many 
gospel conversations and established many 
new relationships, please pray that we would be 
able to follow up with these seeds that were 
planted. 

• For our preparation for another school year - 
Milas continues to serve at Fairfield University 
with Campus Outreach while initiating some 
new relationships with students at Sacred Heart 

University and University of Bridgeport as well.  
• Milas is entering his final full year of Seminary! 

Please pray that God would bless his studies 
and preparation for full time ministry.     
(Continued on Next Page) 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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• Leadership in our church - we have a number of 

men, in particular, who we are praying would 
take the next step toward leadership in the 
church. Please pray that this would happen 
during this upcoming year. 

• For our fundraising - by God's abundant grace, 
we have almost met our usual goal for the Fiscal 
Year of 2018. However, we are trying to raise 
$7,000 more this year to supplement Ashley 
taking the year to stay home with our children 
rather than work part time as she has been for 
the last 2 years.  

If you would like to partner with us financially, you 
can send a check made out to Christ Presbyterian 
Church to 135 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT, 
06150, just put "The Shepherds" in the memo line, 
alternatively you could pay online with a credit card 
at www.cpcfairfield.org/donate 
 

If you would like to get in touch with us you can e-
mail Milas at milas.shepherd@cpcfairfield.org OR 
you can send a note to 788 Stratfield Road, 
Fairfield, CT 06825. 
 

We love you all and thank God for you regularly. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. 
 

Milas Shepherd 
Director of College Ministries 
Christ Presbyterian Church 
www.cpcfairfield.org 

 
 

SENIOR ADULT FALL RETREAT 2018 
 

Tuesday, October 30 – Friday, November 2 
 

Bonclarken Retreat Center 
500 Pine Dr., Flat Rock, NC  28731 

 

Guest Speaker:  Bruce Fiol 
 

Cost:  $225.00 per person – includes:  
▪ Three breakfast meals 
▪ Three dinner meals 
▪ Three nights lodging 

Lucille and Dave Ruths will be collecting payment for 
the trip.  The first payment is non-refundable.  The 
second payment will be refundable up to October 7th.  
After that date, no refund will be given.  There are two 
dates scheduled for payment: 

     1st payment, July 29th  $100 
     2nd payment, September 30th $125 
 

Please make checks payable to Christ Covenant 
Church. 

Satan's workshop! 
(J.A. James, speaking of the power of the 

press in 1848) 
 

"So that Satan will not outsmart us. For we 
are familiar with his evil schemes."  

2 Corinthians 2:11  
 

The press has a great power for evil. Infidel and 
immoral writers are pouring forth a deluge of 
skepticism and vice, which are depositing a 

poisonous and toxic slime over the minds of the 
people.  

 

Let it be imagined, if imagined it can be, what must 
be the state of multitudes in this country, when 
millions of pestiferous publications are annually 

going out among the masses of our population. Let 
the minds of all Christian people dwell upon . . . 

  the insult offered to God, 
  the ruin brought upon souls, 

  the injury done to morals, and 
  the mischief perpetrated in the nation,  

by such a state of things! 
 

These ungodly publications originate from Satan's 
workshop, and reflect the scenes of that dreadful 

laboratory of mental poison! These authors, 
printers, publishers, booksellers, vendors, by 

myriads, are all busy and indefatigable— 
to do what?  

To destroy the Bible,  
to corrupt the mind, 

to pull down the cross,  
to dethrone God,  

to subvert true religion,  
to turn man into a speaking brute,  

to overturn all morality,  
to poison the springs of domestic happiness,  

to dissolve the ties of social order,  
to involve our country in ruin!  

 

Satan, and all his emissaries upon earth, are in 
earnest in ruining men's souls! 

 

We have an evil to contend with-- 
  so gigantic in its strength, 

  so diffused in its influence all around us,  
  so infectious and malignant in its effects! 

 

The enemy is coming in like a flood!  
 

Infidelity and immorality are invading us!  
 

The alarm bell must be rung!  
 

This article was written back in the day, when the 
only form of media was the newspaper.  What would 
the author say today, with the deluge of ungodly 
media that coms into our homes and our minds? 

Pastor Bruce 

http://www.cpcfairfield.org/donate
mailto:milas.shepherd@cpcfairfield.org
http://www.cpcfairfield.org/
http://www.gracegems.org/20/James_books.htm
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BOOK REVIEW 
By Chris Williams 

 
“By Prayer to the Nations, a Short History of SIM” 

By Gary Corwin, 2018 – Credo Publishers 

 
Our own (Elder) Gary Corwin does a fine job of 
tracing the beginnings and movement of SIM (at 
that time it stood for “Sudan Interior Mission”) from 
its founding in 1860 all the way to the present. The 
story is marked by beginnings in Northern Africa 
with expansions in South America, Southern 
Africa, India, and around the world. It is a story that 
traces an upward curve starting small but 
accelerating as other start-up missions 
organizations merge with SIM over many decades 
leading to an ever more vigorous and productive 
ministry.  

 
From the Forward: “The book is rich in texture as 
it addresses a wide array of topics and themes 
such as evangelism, church planting, partnership, 
indigenization, mission theology and practice, 
racism, encounters with Islam, and mission 
strategies in rural and Durban contexts… “ 

 
The book includes straight history as well as 
personal stories and chapters dealing with specific 
problems and challenges in missions. 

 
I found the numbers of persons and ministries 
dizzying, yet that complexity testifies to the power 
of the Gospel to motivate all kinds of people of all 
cultures and races to join in the work. The included 
personal stories were a very nice touch. I suppose 
there are thousands of such stories that might 
have been included but sadly, space is limited. As 
noted, it includes interesting chapters of important 
issues of race and ministry in hostile 
environments. 

 
The book title “By Prayer…” is taken from the 
motto of SIM. It is an affirmation of the power of the 
Gospel to penetrate the most difficult places and 
times. From SIM Director, Dr. Joshua Bogunjoko: 
“…By prayer we view our calling. By prayer we 
respond to new and existing open doors to 
proclaim the crucified and risen Christ in 
communities where He is least known. Prayer 
reveals barriers, and, by prayer alone, we cross 
them.” 
 

 

 

          

SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP 
ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

There are no First Friday Luncheons during the 
summer months. 
 
 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

August 10th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
The ladies in our Sunday Scbool class will meet at 
Trio's Restaurant at 10709 McMullen Creek 
Parkway (on Hwy. 51) on August 10th, at 11:30. 
Please join us for great food and fellowship. 
 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Park Place Restaurant 
August 17th, 11:30 am 

 
The men meet for lunch every third Friday of the 
month at Park Place Restaurant, 10517 Park 
Road, Charlotte.  Come join your Christian 
brothers for a time of fellowship and lunch. 

 
 
 

 
 

JOY SINGERS 
 

The Joy Singers are taking the summer off and will 
resume their time together in September. 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Al Elken 

  1 Vicky Henson 

  6 John Little 

11 Robert Adams 

12 Larry Kirkman 

12 Anne Schwoebel 

14 Ruth Colvin 

16 Bruce Creswell 

16  Shirley Jones 

17 Mary Munn 

18 Ted Williams 

18 Jane Yancey 

21 Joe Massengill 

21  Lucille Ruths 

22 Joan Botzko 

25 Dot Driver 

26  Aicy Himongala 

27  Peggy Dear 

28 Joe Cathey 

29 Buddy Cole 

29  Edith Lane 

30 Karen Ellis 

31 Bud Speck 
 

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
   

  9 Jim & Carol Stoudenmier 

18 Tom & Vicky Henson 

19 Bill & Betty Hough 

30 Dick & Vicki Evans 
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