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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

A GOOD QUESTION ASKED 
  

All of us have a file cabinet in the back of our minds where we store our thoughts and circumstances to be 
pulled out and reflect upon later. Last month, I was asked a question which I responded to without hesitation. 
At the moment I gave it no thought, but the question found its way into my mind’s file cabinet and has 
reappeared more than once, causing me to further explore the answer I gave to the question. 

 

While we were catching up with each other’s ministries, a pastor friend asked, “Are you still enjoying your 
ministry?” to which I responded, “very much so!”   Since then, I have asked myself, “What does it mean to 
enjoy ministry?” “What are the fruits of such enjoyment?” “How is this enjoyment of ministry maintained?” 
“So, am I enjoying ministry?” The word “enjoyment” used here means “satisfaction” or “delight.” 

 

1. What does it mean to enjoy ministry? 
 

In my nineteen years of pastoring, I was growing in reformed theology and worldview. A decision was made 
to move to Charlotte to enroll in the Master of Divinity Program at Reformed Theological Seminary. It was 
the biggest step of faith that we had taken in our marriage. Our objective was to get my degree and trust the 
Lord to lead us from there.  

 

We visited Christ Covenant Church the first Sunday. Our sons didn’t want to go anywhere else, and so there 
we remained. Thinking maybe there was an opportunity for an intern position, I filled out an application. 
Instead of an intern position, I was offered a part-time position as pastor to the senior adults. That was a fit, 
I knew it!  Senior adults had played an active role all through my life. Some of my close friends were senior 
adults who had invested themselves in me over the years. There was always a special place in my heart for 
the folks in that community.  

 

I was committed to pastoring the senior adults as long as I was in seminary. There is no such thing as a 
“part-time” pastor, only on paper. It was not unusual to put in 30-40 hours a week plus going to class. There 
was no passing thought or any consideration of staying on after graduating from seminary. I knew the Lord 
had some place for us to minister and He would open that door in His time.  

 
In those early years as part-time, the Lord gave to Carolyn and me a genuine bonding and connection with 
the senior community. It was a joy and satisfaction in serving every way we could. For Carolyn, who taught 
full time, she found ways to serve the folks. At Christmas and Thanksgiving, there were always senior adults 
joining our family around the table. We found contentment in ministering to them. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Finally, when seminary was completed and I was to graduate in 2008, Pastor Mike Ross asked me about 
my plans. He extended a call to come full-time as pastor to the senior adults. After praying and talking it 
through with Carolyn, we knew that this was the Lord’s calling for us.  

 

This month marks my 17th year as pastor to the senior adults, with the last 10 years serving full-time.  Carolyn 
and I have known of His peace and have had a genuine contentment in ministry. It has not always been 
smooth sailing for our family, our health, and in our serving here at Christ Covenant Church. Like everyone 
else, we have witnessed the Lord in the midst of the storm, leading us through and trusting Him in new 
situations. From middle age, advancing to retirement, the Lord has been our strength and our refuge. He has 
grown us in our love and relationship to the senior community. There is no desire, no discontent, or ambition 
to consider going elsewhere.   
 

2. What are the fruits of such enjoyment? 
 

There is evidence that points to this “enjoyment of ministry.” You may call it the fruit that has arisen from the 
call to serve the senior adults over the years of service: 

 

Contentment in what we are doing→Associate Pastor to the Senior Adults. When you are in God’s 
will and you know that, there is an underlying peace and contentment that enables you to go on and do 
ministry and not look at it as climbing the next rung on the professional ladder. When you are not sure 
you are where the Lord wants you, there is a perpetual unrest and insecurity that hampers you from 
serving your flock with confidence. Your focus is off, and the present ministry is but a blur.  
 

Knowing we are where God wants us.  To take this a step farther, to know I am where God wants me 
to be enables me to focus on other God-given responsibilities as husband, father, and now grandfather.  
As leader of my home, I have the assurance that the Lord wants me to raise my family in the surrounding 
culture and to coach them as we travel this route together. 
 

Growing in the fruit of the Spirit in our lives to minister. As the flock gets to know me and I get to 
know the flock, I begin to see where I am deficient in Christlike character. I see where the lack of love or 
the lack of patience or gentleness is in my care of the sheep. This drives me to confession and repentance 
and a crying out to the Lord to make me more like Him. 
 

The desire to serve the flock. 
It is easy to serve and love those who radiate the presence of Christ more than others. But instead of just 
ignoring the unlovely and ignoring them, there is a conviction of heart that turns to desire and results in 
reaching out to minister to them. It is not always pleasant or successful, but there is a genuine concern 
to serve “all” the flock.  
 

The fellowship and connecting of the brethren. We have consistently and joyfully looked forward to 
connecting with our community. Hearing about their families, growing health concerns, their travels, and 
their joys and sorrows is something that I gladly engage in with them. Watching how our folks rally 
together to help our own, getting together for fellowship in their homes, and coming alongside of in times 
of sickness and sorrow, encourages me in my own walk of faith. 

   

3. How to sustain this enjoyment of ministry? 
 

Looking over these 17 years, there were some basic steps developed in maintaining this enjoyment of 
ministry: 

 

Realizing, I am not the Savior. 
I must point people to the Savior and must grow in Christlikeness, but I am not the Savior. 
Daily schedules will have unexpected interruptions; there will be things left undone at the end of day. 
If I make it my aim to please the Lord each day, the majority of the flock will be pleased. 
I must seek Him first and His righteousness, so I can lead as His shepherd 

 

4. So, am I enjoying ministry? 
 

      YES! 
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HYMN HISTORY 
By 

Peggy Dear 

 

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 
 

With the exception of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God," this is the most widely sung hymn in 
Germany. Like many other great hymns, it was 
forged in the crucible of the Thirty Years' War.  
 
Martin Rinkart was the only pastor in the walled 
city of Eilenberg. Many refugees fled there, hoping 
the walls would protect them, only to see the city 
overrun by Swedes, then by Austrians, and then 
by Swedes again. In the crowded conditions, 
hunger and plagues were chronic problems. In 
1637 Rinkart conducted funerals for five thousand 
residents--including his wife. So when he prays, 
"Guide us when perplexed," he is not talking about 
minor inconveniences. 
 
Yet thanksgiving erupts from this stately song. The 
tune, by Johann Cruger, was introduced with the 
text in 1644 while the war still raged. It has a 
majesty and a resolve that few other works can 
match. We can thank God even during the most 
trying times. We can know God is with us "in this 
world and the next." 
 
 
 
 

 

Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom His world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers' arms, 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. Amen. 
 

Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) 

 
 
 

 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

http://theswirlworld.com/2012/11/22/what-im-not-going-to-post-happy-thanksgiving/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://firstgradefactory.blogspot.com/2011_11_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

We welcome Dottie Grinnell to our Sunday Bible 
Study Class. She came to this area from Florida,  
after living most of her life in New York State. She 
is the mother of three daughters – her oldest 
daughter is deceased - two sons, ten 
grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren 
with two more on the way. Most of her family reside 
in Texas and New York.  
 

In 2003 God called her husband and her to 
JAARS, and Dottie continued to serve as Church 
and Community Coordinator after her husband’s 
death seven years ago until her retirement last 
December. She is very active and volunteers at 
JAARS on Mondays, working in the museums  
and anywhere she is needed.  
 

Her life has been filled with service and adventure. 
For many years Dottie worked as a nurse, 
holding various positions. In her younger days, she 
taught teens in Sunday School, and later  
she developed her own Bible studies to teach 
women in her Florida community from the 1990’s 
to 2009. She taught Senior women in her Sunday 
School class for the past 13 years until she  
moved. Twice a month she does a devotional with 
the residents in Assisted Living at Plantation  
Estates.  
 

Upon retirement, Dottie and her husband traveled 

cross-country to enjoy God’s creation. She  

has been in all 50 states and most of the 

Caribbean area.  She served on three mission trips 

to Honduras, visited the Holy Land, and took a 

Bible-lands tour to Ephesus, Colossae, and 

Philippi.  

 

Dottie had visited Christ Covenant with the 

DeRuiters a number of times before moving to  

Matthews. She likes Bruce’s teaching and enjoys 

the class. She was richly blessed with Godly 

grandparents and parents. Her favorite verses are 

Galatians 2:30 and Phil. 1:21. Her wall  

hanging displays her favorite hymn, “Amazing 

Grace.” Dottie testifies that God has been  

faithful all the time. 

 

THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD 
Submitted by Bob Parlante 

 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 
Your mercies never come to an end; 
They are new every morning, 
New every morning 
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, 
Great is your faithfulness! 

 
The refrain from the popular hymn reminds us of 
God’s unwavering love for His believers. His love 
is new every day, and we can rely on that promise 
during trials and tribulation. His love and peace are 
unfathomable, infinite and are always available to 
overcome the most difficult experiences in life.  
 
If God’s love is so abundant, why then do some 
hold back their love and concern for others. Here 
are a few possible reasons. Some may not be 
“people persons” who are comfortable reaching 
out to others. Others cannot overcome 
generational differences and personal 
backgrounds. Some face fatigue having served 
the Lord for decades of their lives. It’s now time to 
take it easy. 
 
Why not face each morning with the promise that 
the Lord’s mercies being poured out afresh upon 
our concerns? Know no young people? Focus on 
one and start praying for him/her. 
 
Fractured family? Pray for wisdom and direction. 
Any situation can improve through prayer and 
God’s steadfast love. 
 
Concerned with aging issues? Pray for the Lord to 
reveal what would work for your set of 
circumstances. 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

All articles for the November newsletter should be 
submitted to Jane Yancey no later than 

 

November 20, 2018 
 

jane@yancey.com  
 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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THE RETURN OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 
 by Edward J. Larson 

 

Submitted by Chris Williams 
 

Countless books have been written on 
Washington, either about his presidency or his 
service during the Revolution; this book covers the 
time between. After the revolution, Washington 
returned to his plantation home at Mt. Vernon and 
quickly resumed his quiet and peaceful life as a 
planter. But his experience with the British and, 
more significantly, his experience working with 
Congress under the structure of the Articles of the 
Confederation, served to inform him on how to 
remedy the obvious problems the nation was 
facing. During this period of six years, he remained 
in continuing correspondence with key leaders 
engaged in discussions on how the nation’s 
government should be restructured. 
 
It was obvious that, under the confederation, 
Congress had no power to even raise taxes 
sufficient to pay the national army that had won the 
victory. This, among other factors, motivated 
Washington to press for a national government 
with power to tax citizens directly. 
 
When the determination was made to call a 
congress to write a new constitution in the summer 
of 1787, there was complete agreement that only 
Washington had the temperament, prestige, and 
wisdom to moderate this assembly. As the work 
progressed, Washington continued to be a central 
figure and the presumptive first president under 
the new constitution. 
 
A wonderfully told account, readable, and very 
informative. It gave me a fresh appreciation for the 
man and his contribution to our wonderful 
Constitution. 

 
 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Leon Schanely 

  3 Margie Ross 

  6 Jane Gray   

  6 Charlie Maurer  

  9 Janie Up De Graff 

12 Patty Marion 

13 Renee Seel 

14 Ruth Mangum 

15 Steve Thompson 

17 Mary Newton 

17  Barbara Smith  

18 Barbara Dustin 

23 Carolyn Dellinger 

26 Betty Williams 

 

   

 

 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
   

  1 Jim and Mary Newton 

22 Bob and Mary Lou Mantell 

22 Robert and Norma Kirkpatrick 

30 Norm and Dee Petty 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FIRST FRIDAY SOCIAL -  NOVEMBER 9TH 
(Please note that this is the second Friday!) 

 
Our regular First Friday Luncheon is being changed to the second Friday due to our Seniors Retreat at 
Bonclarken ending on the first Friday of the month.  You will not want to miss this luncheon.  The program will 
be a presentation by our own Fred Depp and Sang Lee on their visit to the Creation Museum and Noah’s Ark 
replica in Kentucky.  Lunch will be subs at $3.00 per person. 
 
 
 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

November 8th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 

Please note the date and time change for November! 
 

 
The ladies in our Sunday Bible Study class will meet at Trio's Restaurant at 10709 McMullen Creek Parkway 
(off Hwy. 51) at 12 noon on Thursday, November 8th, for a delicious lunch and sweet fellowship. Remember: 
we willl celebrate the ladies with birthdays in November. We will be looking for you! 

 
 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Park Place Restaurant 

November 16th, 11:30 am 
 

The men meet for lunch every third Friday of the month at Park Place Restaurant, 10517 Park Road, 
Charlotte.  Come join your Christian brothers for a time of fellowship and lunch. 

 
 

 
 

JOY SINGERS 
 

Joy Singers meet at 1:30 pm in the WC105 for an hour every Monday.  We prepare music for Sunday night 
services and to bless residents in nursing homes.  We are blessed to have our organist, Pam Eash, as our 
director.  Come and join us as we lift up our voices in praise to the Lord. 
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SENIORS CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Friday, December 7th 

5:30 pm 
 

You will not want to miss the event of the year!  This special time will be held in 
the CLC.  Reservations can be made on Sunday, November 4th, in class with the last 
day to make your reservation on Sunday, November 18th.  The cost is $12.00 per 

person, and includes a wonderful meal of chicken piccata, roasted potatoes, 
vegetable medley, salad, artisan rolls, and delicious homemade cakes.  There will 

be light appetizers prior to the meal.  Our speaker is Mo Up De Graff and special 
music will be provided by Sabra Romeo. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 
Submitted by Jennifer Dean 

 
Christmas now means that we mark, in Christian 
ways, the birth of Jesus Christ. It is time to reflect 
and celebrate our Savior's birth in a stable. It is a 
special time to join together and rejoice that He 
came to earth. When we believe and put our trust 
in Him, we will truly know His peace and freedom 
from our sin. Not to mark them in some way, by 
way of special celebration, would be folly.   
 

As we remember these things that are so 
important in our life, let us also remember our 
wonderful tradition of gathering together to mark 
the end of another fruitful year together in our 
ministry here at Christ Covenant Church.  And as 
Pastor Bruce would say, What a great year God 
has given to us.  God is good all the time!  May 
God grant you peace, health, and joy in the coming 
year.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.  Romans 
15:13.  Our Christmas dinner will be held on 
December 7th at 5:30 in CLC rooms 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 
As you join with your family 

And friends on this day, 
Please include the less fortunate 

In your thoughts as you pray! 
 

There are many among us 
Who have no holiday fare, 

In every corner of the world, 
There are homeless out there! 

 
Perhaps, due to circumstances 

And through no fault of their own, 
They now find themselves hungry, 

Destitute, and so alone! 
 

In whatever prayer of thanks you offer; 
No matter what words you say, 
Please add this simple verse –  

Help someone else find their way! 
 

“Lord, help me to help those 
Who have nothing to celebrate today; 

To make their lives better, 
Please show me the way!” 

 
If you put “self” aside each day 

For a moment or two, 
Show compassion for others,  

You’ll be amazed at the good you can do! 
 

And, next year when you gather 
To give thanks once again, 

You can say . . . 
“Thanks for helping me 
Make a difference Lord!   

Amen!” 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
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