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that in everything he might be preeminent 
—Colossians 1:18 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
 

We are glad you are here to worship the living God. This worship folder is intended 
to walk you through the service, as well as provide you with devotional material            
to take home. On page 11 you will find some introductory comments on the season 
of Advent, as well as a list of the many people who have contributed to this special 
choral and congregational worship service in anticipation of the newborn King!  

 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM 
 

Announcements and Greeting 
 

Scripture Meditation—Isaiah 9:6 
Angel’s Candle–Peace 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 

Choral Introit— Advent Proclamation  
 

Out of the darkness comes light for the nations. Out of our sadness comes joy to the world. 
Out of despair comes new hope for all people. Out of the depths, we shall arise. Our light has come! 

 

On all who walk in darkness, the sun will soon arise,  
The dawn of hope and promise upon our sinful eyes, 

To lead our weary footsteps on pleasant ways of peace. 
O come before our Lord most high, rejoice and never ease. 

 

His name shall be the Prince of Peace, forevermore adored, 
The Wonderful Counselor, the great and mighty Lord. 

His pow’r increasing still shall spread, his reign no end shall know; 
And justice guard his throne above and peace abound below. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice the Savior comes, the Savior promised long. 
Let every heart prepare a throne and every voice a song. 

Let glad hosannas fill the skies, his welcome to proclaim, 
While all of heaven and earth shall ring with his beloved name. 

 
Text: Susan Naus Dengler; Music: Lee Dengler 

 

Call to Worship—Luke 1:46–55 
 

Leader: And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices  
  in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate  
  of his servant. 
All:  For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
  for he who is mighty has done great things for me,  
  and holy is his name. 
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Leader: And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation  
  to generation. He has shown strength with his arm;  
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;  
All: He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted  
  those of humble estate; 
Leader: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich  
  he has sent away empty. 
All:  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring  
  forever.” 
  
 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration 
 
 

Congregational Hymn— #214 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

 
Text and Music: Traditional French Carol, GLORIA 
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Congregational Responsive Reading—Luke 1:67–80 
 

Leader: Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,  
All: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed 

his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house 
of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 
from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our 
fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore 
to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from 
the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be 
called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in 
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light 
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” 

Leader: And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

 

Congregational Hymn— #218 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 
Text: JamesMontgomery, 1816;  Music: Henry Smart, 1867 
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Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
(Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102) after the collection 
bag has passed your pew. Thank you.) 
 
 

Offertory— Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
  

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity, 

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1839; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840, arr. Forrest 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 Prayer of Confession of Sin  

Assurance of Grace 
 
 
 
 

Choral Response—Italian Piper’s Carol 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks upon a winter night, 
They heard the sound of music throughout the starry night. 

 

Refrain: Angels singing, bells are ringing, saints proclaiming songs of love:  
Today Emmanuel comes! Venite adoremus, O come and worship him! 

 

Come now to Bethlehem with shepherds near and far  
To find the manger lowly led by the shining star. [Refrain] 

 

O friends and neighbors all, come out and follow them; 
The star shines bright to show us the way to Bethlehem. [Refrain] 

 
Text: Italian 15th Century, paraphrased by Proulz; Music: Lauda Spirituale, 15th Century, arr. Proulx 
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Congregational Hymn— #226 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1860;  Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838 

 
 
 
Preaching of the Word—1 Timothy 3:16 (p. 992) 

 

A CHRISTMAS CONFESSION 
 

Rev. Kevin DeYoung 
(Space for sermon notes is on page 8.) 
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Congregational  Response—#203 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1839; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840, arr. Forrest 
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Responsive Reading—From Psalm 72:1–4, 18–19 
 

Leader: Give the king your justice,  
O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 

All:  May he judge your people with righteousness,  
and your poor with justice! 

Leader: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,  
and the hills, in righteousness! 

All:  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,  
give deliverance to the children of the needy,  

and crush the oppressor! 
Leader: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,  

who alone does wondrous things. 

All:  Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! 

 
 

Choral Response—A Christmas Blessing 
May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds,  

And the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas. 
May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, the worship of the wisemen  

And the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas. 
May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly,  

All things heavenly, and fill you with joy and peace. 
And the blessing of God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit  

Be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Text: Book of Common Prayer from the Church of Ireland; Music: Philip Stopford 
 

Benediction 
 

Choral Postlude—Rejoice and Sing 
Rejoice and sing! Glad news I bring on Christmas day in the morning: 
I saw three ships come sailing in, on Christmas day, on Christmas day; 

I saw three ships come sailing in on Christmas day in the morning. 
 

[Refrain:] Rejoice and sing noel! Earth’s day of gladness is dawning, 
For Christ is born in Bethlehem on Christmas day in the morning. 

 

And what was in those ships all three on Christmas day in the morning? 
Our Savior Christ and his lady on Christmas day in the morning. [Refrain] 

 

Pray, wither sailed those ships all three on Christmas day in the morning? 
They sailed into Bethlehem on Christmas day in the morning. [Refrain] 

 

And all the bells on earth shall ring on Christmas day in the morning. 
And all the angel host shall sing on Christmas day in the morning. 

 And all the souls on earth shall sing on Christmas day in the morning. 
Then let us all rejoice amain on Christmas day in the morning. [Refrain]  

 

Text: Traditional Carol, John Rutter; Music: John Rutter* This piece uses an ancient text which has been interpreted 
several ways through the years, including the idea that Mary, Joseph and donkey are the ships “carrying”  

the baby Jesus. “Amain” means “with full force, or in great haste.”  
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Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Rev. Kevin DeYoung; Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; 
Assisting Pastor: Rev. Derek Wells; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins;  

Instrumental Director: Scott Van Patter; Christ Covenant Choir;  
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 

 

SERMON NOTES 
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Announcements and Greeting  
 

Call to Worship— Psalm 77:11–15 
 

 Leader: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders  
  of old. 
ALL: I will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. 
Leader: Your way, O God, is holy. 
ALL: What god is great like our God? 
Leader: You are the God who works wonders; you have made known your might 
  among the peoples. 

 ALL: You with your arm redeemed your people, the children of Jacob  
   and Joseph. 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

Congregational Hymn— #217 All My Heart This Night Rejoices 
 

Old Testament Reading—2 Samuel 12:1–15 
 

Pastoral Prayer, Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory—#219 All Praise to Thee Eternal Lord 
 

Preaching of the Word—John 7:53—8:11 (p. 894) 
 

THE MESSIAH AND THE MANUSCRIPTS—Rev. Kevin DeYoung  
 

Congregational Hymn— #465 Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord 
 

Benediction 
Postlude 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Rev. Kevin DeYoung; Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George;  
Assisting Pastor: Rev. Bernie Lawrence; Organist: Pam Eash;  

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes are from the ESV. Used by permission.  
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IN PREPARATION FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

The four Sundays leading up to Christmas have traditionally been called Advent, a season of 
waiting and expectation. In ancient Rome, adventus was a ceremony in which townspeople 
would celebrate the arrival of the Emperor, usually after a victorious military campaign. 
Christians first commemorated Advent as a season of preparation for adult baptisms that 
would take place during the feast of Epiphany (January 6). Later, Christians tied Advent to 
the church's eager expectation for the second coming of Christ. It may not have been until 
the Middle Ages that Advent was linked to Christ's first coming at Christmas.  
 

Although we must be careful not to make too much of Christmas and Advent--since they 
come to us by way of church tradition rather than Scripture--it is surely appropriate that we 
sing about and celebrate the miracle of the incarnation. During the Advent season we reflect 
on the biblical themes of waiting, hoping, and longing. We also rejoice in the good news that 
salvation has come to us, Mary's Infant Child. 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus born to set thy people free! 
 

In this season of waiting, let us remember the crucified King who has already come, with 
anticipation for his coming again. 
 

CHOIRS AND DIRECTORS 
Christ Covenant Choir and Orchestra: Director, Nathan George 
Christ Covenant Children’s Choir: Director, Melody Paules 
Covenant Day Lower School Children’s Choir: Director, MaryAnn Foltz 
Instrumental Director: Scott Van Patter 
 

CHRIST COVENANT ORCHESTRA 
Organ: Pam Eash 
Piano and Harpsichord: Pamela Mullins 
1st Violin: Rob Mina, Andrew Hempe, Evan Hempe, Philip Kasimir, Molly Eubank  
2nd Violin: Anna Margaret George, Matthias George, Lydia Boone, Eve Boone,  

Elsa George, Darcy Byrd, Harry Cogdill 
Viola: Ginger Eubank and Abigail Silver 
Cello: Lydia Silver and Elliot George  
Trumpets: Tracy Blackmon 
Trombone: Scott Van Patter 
French Horns: Jim Haigh, Jonathan Ramsey, Sara Whitman 
Tuba: Joe Rego 
Flute: Leslie Whitman 
Soprano Sax: Rachel Whitman 
Timpani: Steve Wray 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Pam Eash and Teka Hyatt for accompanying for multiple rehearsals 
Scott Van Patter for refining orchestrations 
Bill Hough for his faithful service in the sound booth 
Steve Musterman and Steve VanDusen for jumping in at the last minute 
Brad Wyman for faithfully setting up the choir room and his logistic direction to the choir 
Becca Tilley for assisting as Music Librarian 
Liz McNulty for assisting in more ways than one can count 
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The body of Christ Covenant meets in communities where people of all ages 
are welcomed and encouraged to engage through four distinct entry points: 

Sunday Worship, Congregational Communities, Covenant Groups, and Small Groups. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Worship Services at 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNITIES 
 

Senior Adults Community      Young Families Community 
Community of senior adults ages 70+    Community of newly married & young 
Pastor Bruce Creswell        families with children up to age 12 

Pastor Derek Wells 
Young Seniors Community 
Community of couples & individuals ages 60-70 Young Professionals Community 
Pastor Bernie Lawrence       Community of singles & young married couples 

               Pastor Dave Baxter 
Sojourners Community 
Community of adults ages 45-59 who have   18/22 Generation / College Community 
college age/young adult children     Community of college age adults 
Pastor Mike Miller         Campus Outreach Director Zach Fulginiti 

 
Student Families Community     Youth (Middle/High School) Community 
Community of adults with       Youth Ministries Pastor Stewart Neely 
middle & high school age children     Middle School Director David Chambers 
Pastor Brian Peterson 

 

COVENANT GROUPS 
 

Multi-generational & mixed-gender groups of 10-30 people.  
Please contact Pastor Brian Peterson. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
 

Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Teresa Caldwell  
for women’s groups and Pastor Brian Peterson for men’s groups. 

 

 

 
 

 


