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MAKING THE MOST OF 2019 
 

If November was a blur, then December is but a blink of the eye! How true are the Scriptures: 
 

 Job 9:25-26, “My life passes more swiftly than a runner. It disappears like a swift boat, like an eagle that 
swoops down on its prey.” 
 

 Job 7:6-7a, “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle and come to their end without hope. Remember 
that my life is a breath….” 
 

 Psalm 39:5, “Behold, You made my days as a hand-breadth.” 
 

 Psalm 89:47, “Remember how short my time is.” 
 

 Psalm 103:15-16, “As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind 
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.” 
 

 James 4:14, “For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.” 
 

You get the picture? The Apostle Paul sums it up in I Corinthians 7:29, “But this I say, brethren, the time is 
short.” This truth was impressed on me in my reading of the Puritans. They saw “the brevity of time” and the 
need of living each day to its fullest as it may well be our last day. 

 

I have found that making a list at the beginning of each month and then a list for each week of that month as 
listed in my monthly planning calendar is a necessity! Each morning I look at those three lists to see what 
needs to get done! This is not new in my routine; since the 1980’s the use of a Day-Timer and a yearly 
planning calendar has been a part of my ministry. But within the last few years, time seems to be going faster 
with the days ending earlier. Now we know that really is not the case, we still have the same 24-hour days 
with the same length of time for day and night. I think it has more to do with growing older, as many of our 
folks have testified! I find myself repeatedly saying, “It seems like yesterday;” “Time flies;” “I can’t believe 
she/he is that old;” and “Where has the time gone?”  

 

With 2018 winding down, it is time to take inventory of what has taken place, what has been achieved, and 
what has gone undone. Reflection on this year is a good way to recount God’s goodness and mercies, as 
well as a good planning tool for 2019. It also serves as a needed reminder of the brevity of my life and a 
reminder of my dependency on Him. All of this brings about the right mindset and focus for entering the new 
year, knowing the direction to take and how to get there. 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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The direction to take and how to get there involves the setting of goals. Forming goals for 2019 will come 
from asking questions like: what are the things I want to achieve, what areas of my faith needs attention, 
what attitudes need adjustment, what books do I want to read, and where in shepherding do I need to apply 
myself more?  

 
Let me encourage you if you haven’t set goals for the new year. Consider reading the Bible through or 
memorize portions of Scripture. I was told of a lady in her 80’s who memorized the Book of Revelation! Have 
you consider writing your remembrances of growing up to give to your grandchildren? Consider enlarging 
your prayer ministry this year. With purpose enter 2019 to make the most of each day for His glory, “for only 
one life twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” 
 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

Count Nicolaus von Zinzendorf was one of the 
most remarkable people in church history. He was 
born into a wealthy family in Saxony, Germany; 
educated at the best universities; and named 
counselor of the State of Saxony. But he chose to 
be associated with the persecuted Moravians, 
devout believers who had been exiled from 
Austria. When the Moravians had no place they 
could call home, the Count provided a refuge for 
them. 
 
Of the two thousand hymns he wrote, this is 
perhaps the best known. He completed it on his 
return from visiting Moravian missionaries in the 
West Indies. His hymn was personal because he 
was a passionate promoter of what he called 
"Christianity of the heart". They were also Christ-
centered because his life motto was "I have but 
one passion, and that is He and only He." 
 
 
 

Jesus,Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 
 

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day, 
For who aught to my charge shall lay? 
Fully absolved through these I am, 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 
Which, at the mercy seat of God, 
Forever doth for sinners plead, 
For me, e'en for my soul, was shed. 
 

Lord, I believe we’re sinners more 
Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 
For all a full atonement made. 
 

Nicolaus Von Zinzendorf (1700-1760) 
Translated by John Wesley (1703-1791) 

 
Dear Folks, 
 

Carolyn and I wish each of you a blessed Christmas and New Year! We thank our God for you and your love 
for Him. We especially want to thank you for your thoughtful Christmas gift. 
 

He has promised never to leave us nor forsake us. We can enter 2019 with confidence of His guidance and 
provision. 
 

Perhaps this may be the year of His return! 
 

Our Love, 
Pastor Bruce and Carolyn 
 

http://threebucketsofsweat.blogspot.com/2011_08_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 3 
 

COMMUNITY CARE COORDINATORS 
Submitted by Alona Waddine 

 

As we begin the new year, our community will have 
three liaisons; they are Harriet Marshall, Angela 
Parlante, and Alona Weddine.   As a result, there 
will be some necessary adjustments in the 
assignment or reassignment of the ladies in our 
community to a Community Care Coordinator.  Pat 
Moore has been added to our current list of 
Coordinators, and she is looking forward to 
serving. 
 
Hopefully, by the end of January, your Coordinator 
will have contacted you to introduce herself to you, 
or just to reconnect with you.  Please remember 
that the main thrust of this effort is to keep us 
connected - making certain that the ladies are 
aware of events in our church which involve the 
women in our community; to make certain 
everyone knows someone specific is praying for 
them; and to know if there a need which you would 
like for our Pastor to know about.  As a team, we 
are coming alongside Pastor Bruce to support him 
in his ongoing efforts to minister well to our 
community. 
 
We are grateful for what God has done with this 
effort church-wide and look forward to what He will 
do going forward. 
 

 
THE NEW YEAR 

Submitted by Joan Botzko 
(written by her mother) 

 

Each New Year brings some lovely thing, 
Some wonderful, eternal priceless treasure, 
Some rare and precious hour of fellowship; 

Some blessing rich that is beyond all measure. 
 

Not one New Year has ever failed me, 
And before the longest, toughest year was done, 
There came a shining moment that threw bright 

And lingering rays into the year begun. 
 

So carrying rich treasure from the old, 
With eager feet I step into the new, 

Expecting God’s provision day by day, 
Depending on His care the whole year through. 

 
Ida Eastman 

 
 
 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
Submitted by Bob Parlante 

 

 
 

In Scripture, sweets were frequently eaten during 
special celebrations. In Nehemiah 8:10, the people 
were given the following instructions during the 
rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem: 
 

“Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and 
sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with people 
who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred 
day before our Lord. Don't be dejected and sad, 
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 
For years my family has been building a “wall” of 
sorts, in a good way. Grandkids who were able 
would assemble at our home to bake Christmas 
cookies. We saw this experience as building a wall 
around joyful memories that would prevail against 
every attempt by outside forces to diminish their 
value and importance. I liken it to a grandparent’s 
loving hug. 
 
Baking cookies (and coloring Easter eggs) with 
grandkids is messy business. Flour from one end 
of the kitchen to the other. Dropped eggs. 
Misshapen and questionable cookies. We 
compliment the final product despite their look as 
we wonder what else might have found its way into 
that cookie dough.  
 
One year was a turning point. The cookies turned 
out near-perfect and professional looking. They 
found their way as gifts into several different 
homes. The “wall” of cookies and royal icing still 
stands, protecting the memories that have been in 
the works for years. And it still stands as the 
grandkids reach adulthood. 

 
As we begin a New Year, take time to reflect on 
those special family moments you still cherish. 
Thank the Lord for the memories for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength. 
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WALKER WONDERLAND 

By Wilton Parr 
Submitted by Miriam Jones 

 

When man first began to walk on two legs rather than all 
four, he found himself unsteady at times.  He used a stick, 
both to defend himself and to avoid falling.  As he grew 
older, the stick became more necessary and it became 
more than just a stick.  Over time, carvings, fancy handles 
etc., evolved into the cane as we know it today. 
 

In more recent times, however, as man became more 
innovative with the Industrial Age, he dreamed of a better 
way for people with walking difficulties to have a stable 
foundation to avoid or lessen the risk of falling. Hence was 
born the walker:  four legs welded together in a square 
configuration.  Aluminum would make it lighter since using 
it meant picking it up and setting it down for each step, 
unless one was on the floor where it could be slid along the 
floor.  This was a blessing for those encouraged to walk 
while in the hospital, but not good on carpet or a rough 
surface.  Perhaps two wheels on the front legs would make 
it easier by picking up the rear and rolling, then setting the 
rear down when stopping. 
 
Now the marketing department, which was making a fortune 
selling two-wheeled walkers, stepped in as demand slowed.   
“We need something new that we can romance as the latest 
thing.”  The engineers thought about it and came up with a 
solution.  Why not put wheels on all four legs so it could roll 
along without being picked up? 
 
Sales soared, but there was a series of runaway walkers 
and injuries on handicap ramps.  The engineers came up 
with a solution to satisfy the marketing department and the 
need for safety.  Handbrakes were put on the rear wheels.  
Sales boomed again, but when demand was satisfied and 
sales leveled off, the marketing department showed up 
saying, “We need something new, something with pizazz.”  
Hence, the cushioned seat so that one could sit down when 
tired, followed by the removable basket under the seat for 
storing pills, pocketbook, or whatever. 
 
Next came the optional equipment marked as add-ons:  
reflectors on the rear, LED lights on the front for night use 
when going to the potty, a squeeze horn for passing 
slowpokes or to get two abreast in a narrow hall to move 
over, fancy name tags to avoid going home with the wrong 
walker, and tubes for storing canes, umbrellas, etc.  
Whitewall tires?  No.  They went out of style for cars back in 
the 60s. Snazzy colors perhaps, but black is considered 
classic. 

 
So, what’s ahead for the future?  First will be the GPS which 
can be preset to give voice commands to direct you to your 
destination – grocery store, pharmacy, home, dining room, 
or potty.  Four-wheel braking for non-skid stopping might be 
next.  Further down the road will be the self-driven mobile 
walker with crash avoidance, lane changing alert, and 
alternate routes to avoid hallway congestion getting you to 
your destination in no time.  Hang on, everybody, you will 
love it! 

 

 
 

Submitted by Jenn Dean 
 

CHICKEN PICCATA 
(served at Christmas Dinner) 

 

Prep Time 10 minutes 
Cook Time 15 minutes 
Total Time 25 minutes 
Servings 4 

 

    1 1/2 pounds chicken breast (6 tenderloins)  
    1/2 teaspoon salt 
    1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper 

1 tablespoon butter (I use 2 T) 
1 tablespoon oil (I use 2 T) 
8 ounces mushrooms sliced 
2 teaspoons butter 
2 cloves of garlic chopped fine 
¼ teaspoon salt (I omit this) 
¼ cup butter 
¼ cup dry white wine 
¼ cup chicken stock 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1 tablespoon capers 
4 tablespoons heavy cream 
2 teaspoons fresh chopped parsley 

               

Slice chicken breasts in half if using whole breasts (I 
usually cut into three pieces or use tenderloins), they 
should be about 3/8 to 1/2 inch thick after cutting. 
Place the chicken breast between plastic wrap and 
pound thin with a meat pounder. Pound chicken 
carefully until it reaches about 1/4 inch thick. Season 
chicken breast with salt and pepper.  Heat a skillet 
over medium heat and add 1 tablespoon of butter 
and 1 tablespoon of vegetable oil.  
 

Cook chicken breast until brown on both sides, 
remove from the pan. Reduce the heat slightly and 
add mushrooms, 1 tablespoon butter, and a sprinkle 
of salt. Sauté the mushrooms until they just begin to 
brown. Remove the mushrooms from the pan. Add 
garlic and stir until fragrant.  Add dry white wine to 
the pan and scrape the browned bits off the pan with 
a wooden spoon. Add butter and lemon juice to the 
pan, stir in capers, and add heavy cream. Raise heat 
until the mixture begins to bubble. Return 
mushrooms and chicken to the pan. Stir in fresh 
parsley.  Serve immediately with cooked angel hair 
pasta or pasta of your choice (we used potatoes). 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, January 11th  
12:00 Noon 

CLC 
 

Please note that this is the second Friday of the month rather than the usual first Friday.  White chili soup 
and cornbread will be served for lunch at a cost of $3.00 per person.  Our speaker will be Derek Wells, our 
Pastor of Young Families.  Please contact Mary Newton to let her know you plan to attend so that she can 
have a general head count for preparing the food.  Mary can be reached at (704) 847-0671 or email her at 
neutronabby@yahoo.com  

 

 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

January 4th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
The Ladies Luncheon will be Friday, January 4th at Trio's Restaurant at 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy (off Hwy. 51). 
Please join us for great food and fellowship. Please note that this is the first Friday this month rather than our usual 
second Friay. We will be celebrating January birthdays. 

 

 
MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Friday, January 18th, 11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
 

The monthly lunches will start again on Friday, January 18, 2019 (3rd Friday) at Park Place Restaurant at 
11:30 am.   
 

 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 

Joy Singers will resume on Monday, January 7th at 1:30 pm.  Plan to join us as we lift our voices in praise to 
our Lord and Savior and prepare music for nursing homes and Sunday evening services. 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

All articles for the January newsletter should be submitted to Jane Yancey no later than January 20, 2019.   
Please send your articles to her at jane@yancey.com  
 

mailto:neutronabby@yahoo.com
mailto:jane@yancey.com
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Dean, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jdean@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  9 Wilene Addington 

  9 Leslie Alexander   

  9 Fred Depp 

  9 Barbara Speck 

11 Peggy Elkin 

12 Barbara Ann Price 

14 Jerry Cauble 

17 Jane Williams 

18 Mo Up De Graff 

19  Judy Moore  

21 Norma Coleman 

29 Dot Branson 

 

 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

    

20 Hugh and Fran Wise 

20 Cal and Elaine Deaner 

31 Steve and Roma Thompson 
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