
 

BETWEEN SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 
 

Senior Adults Newsletter 
Christ Covenant Church 

March 2019 
 

    
     

GRACE TO YOU 
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WHO WILL BURY ME THAT KNOWS ME? 
 

This question has stuck with me over these last 18 years. One of our seniors (now with Lord) asked me that 
question soon after I came.  The shepherd is to know his flock and they know him. The Lord Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, is the example that His under shepherds are to follow. He says in John 10, that the shepherd 
leads his sheep and protects them from the coming wolf (vs. 11, 28), he knows them (vs.14, 27), and he 
gives his own life, if necessary, for them (vs.11, 15).  In the Old Testament, the Shepherd Psalm (23) gives 
a vivid description of knowing his sheep: providing them with green pastures, leading them besides still 
waters, leading them in the path of righteousness, and protecting them from their enemies. The shepherd 
not only knows about sheep, he particularly knows his sheep. 

 
Our Lord “knows his sheep.” He not only knew all his disciples during His earthly ministry, but His knowledge 
extends to all who are His. “Not one of them is lost and overlooked; each one is individually known and 
named.” Throughout the long history of the Church, our Lord has recognized and cared for every sheep of 
his flock. His knowledge of his people is an acknowledgement of friendship and affection. 
 
It has been a privilege and joy getting to know the sheep in the senior adult community. Every sheep is 
different and unique, and all are worth understanding. So many have been and are part of the community, 
and all have stories to tell. One way we try to maintain and remember those stories is by asking you to write 
your story for the “Senior Adults Life Stories” notebook. I wish we had started earlier to capture those stories 
from those who are now with the Lord. Getting to know someone takes time. Since our community has 
reached the highest rung on the promotion ladder, (with Heaven awaiting us), we have the advantage of 
being together longer and forging relationships that encourages us and helps us to get through times of 
sickness and home goings of spouses and family members.  
 
I have often said, that the downside of pastoring senior adults is when they leave us, either by relocating 
closer to family or when the Lord calls them home to Heaven. Over the 18 years, we have folks who have 
made the decision to move closer to their family, and we have had many to be called to glory as well. Their 
departure leaves a void that can’t be filled, but they leave with us memories of rich fellowship, reminding us 
of the resurrection reunion yet to come!  
 
The Lord continues to bless us with new seniors joining our community. Such is not the case in many 
churches - as seniors pass on, their number dwindles, and their churches suffer from their lack of presence, 
service. and influence.  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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On the shelves of my study at home, I have a collection of over a 100 sheep and 3 shepherds. They are 
different in size, color, and background. I know where they came from; the very first one was given to me by 
a favorite aunt when I was a young boy. Someone in my last church gave me a shepherd with sheep, 
honoring my calling and ministry. The sheep line the shelves of my books, reminding me of the need to have 
a mind for truth and a heart for God. 
 
Returning to the question, “Who will bury me that knows me?” has helped me keep my balance in being 
professional and personal. I can say by God’s grace, I have known the folks that have been buried from our 
community. Though they are with the Lord, they are not forgotten by me or you. At the end of the funeral, 
that is why I close with, “We do not say ‘good-bye,’ but ‘good-night,’ we will meet you in the morning!” 
 
The Great and Good Shepherd says in John 10:27-28, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand.” 
Thank You Lord! 
 
 

 

HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

LIVING FOR JESUS 
 

Charles Lowden of Camden, New Jersey, had a 
music business and wrote music for gospel songs. 
His church had asked him to compose a gospel 
song for a children's day service, and he was 
happy to do it. However, after it was performed, he 
wasn't pleased with it. He thought the music was 
okay, but the words weren't right, so he put the 
song on the shelf. 
 
About two years later, he heard that due to poor 
health and poor finances, a well-known Christian 
songwriter, Thomas Chisholm was moving from 
Indiana to Vineland, New Jersey. Lowden looked 
forward to meeting him and wondered if they could 
team up for a song. 
 
Then he remembered the music he had written two 
years earlier. He asked Chisholm if he could write 
some new words for it - maybe something along 
the theme of living for Jesus. Chisholm wasn't so 
sure; he didn't know whether he could fit words to 
a tune. But he said that he would try, and two 
weeks later Lowden got the words he wanted from 
Chisholm: "Living for Jesus."  
 

Living for Jesus a life that is true, 
Striving to please Him in all that I do, 
Yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, 
This is the pathway of blessing for me. 
 

O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee, 
For Thou in Thine atonement didst give Thyself for me, 
I own no other Master---my heart shall be Thy throne; 
My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone. 
 

Living for Jesus who died in my place, 
Bearing on Calv'ry my sin and disgrace- 
Such love constrains me to answer His call, 
Follow His leading and give Him my all. 
 

Living for Jesus wherever I am, 
Doing each duty in His holy name, 
Willing to suffer affliction or loss, 
Deeming each trial a part of my cross! 
 

Living for Jesus thru earth's little while, 
My dearest treasure the light of His smile, 

Seeking the lost ones He died to redeem, 
Bringing the weary to find rest in Him! 
 

THOMAS OBEDIAH CHISHOLM (1866-1960) 
 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

Who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Galatians 2:20 
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MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Butch Barkman 

  2 Bette McClain   

  4 Harriet Carney 

  6 Beth Sulzmann 

11 Helen Brown 

12 Norm Petty 

14 Tom Theyson 

27 Norma Kirkpatrick 

 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

    

  4 Robert and Rosemary Adams 

15 Joe and Judy Massengill 

18 Lance and Donna Whitehead 

21 Steve and Susan Sperry 

22 Jim and Ruth Mangum 

31 Bernie and Norma Coleman 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins on 

Sunday, March 10th, 2019 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, March 1st   

12:00 Noon 
CLC 

 
The March luncheon on Friday, March 1st will be like a youth party for our youthful seniors group with pizza, 
salad, and ice cream – all for just a $3 donation.  Does it get any better than that?!  And, yes, it does, because 
we have another great speaker on the agenda.  Jan Martin will be presenting a program on down-sizing and 
organizing your home.  Please sign up in Sunday School or call Mary Newton at (704) 847-0671 or Liz West 
at (704) 578-2398.    Plan to join in for this special time together. 
 

 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

March 8th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
The Ladies Luncheon is at Trio's Restaurant (10907 McMullen Creek Pkwy. off Hwy. 51) is at 11:30 on 
Friday, March 8th. Please plan to come and encourage a friend from the class to join us for great food and 
sweet fellowship. 
 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Friday, March 15th, 11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
 

Men meet on the 3rd Friday of each month for food and fellowship.  Plan to join in this time together. 
 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 

Joy Singers meet every Monday at 1:30 pm.  Plan to join us as we lift our voices in praise to our Lord and 
Savior and prepare music for nursing homes and Sunday evening services. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

All articles for the April newsletter should be submitted to Jane Yancey no later than March 20, 2019.   
Please send your articles to her at jane@yancey.com  
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Westbrook, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
kwestbrook@christcovenant.org  
(704) 708-6107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Submitted by Liz West 

 

COOKIE KISSES 

 
1 17.5 oz. bag cookie dough mix (Betty Crocker, 
Harris Teeter, other).  May include: Sugar, 
Oatmeal, Chocolate Chip, Peanut Butter 
 
1 stick of butter, soft (not melted) 
1 egg 
 
Note: Add cinnamon and sugar to Sugar cookie 
dough to make Snicker Doodles 
 
Follow package instructions for mixing and baking 
temperature and time. 
 
Bake in mini-muffin pan; fill cup 3/4 full     
After baking, insert 1 chocolate kiss and press 
down slightly.  Cool before removing from pan and 
store in airtight container. 
 
Yields approximately 2-1/2 doz. cookies  
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