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I AM ENCOURAGED 
 

Sometimes it is easy to forget that ministry here at Christ Covenant is not always the case for many of our 
sister churches in the PCA, particularly the senior adult ministry. Did you know that Christ Covenant has had 
a pastor to senior adults since 1991? That was almost unheard of back then and it is still a rare animal today! 
Many churches are thankful just to have a worship pastor or youth pastor or an assistant pastor who not only 
does music but leads the young people at the same time.  
 
Pastor Dick Tevebaugh had retired from the pastorate when he accepted the call to be our first senior adult 
pastor. By the way, he led Harry Reeder to the Lord when Harry was a teenager.  He served here faithfully 
for 10 years, laying a solid foundation which I inherited in 2001. The seniors in Pastor Tevebaugh’s day were 
in their 50’s-60’s - we now refer to them as Empty—Nesters or Young Seniors! Our community today has 
nearly 170+ “real” senior adults, which is larger than the average PCA church. This is NOT a put down on 
small churches - I pastored 2 small churches for twenty years and know the struggles they face.  
 
The Lord has enabled Christ Covenant to minister to the “seasons of life” in a unique way. Our community 
of seniors has its own elders/deacons to help shepherd the flock. They are a part of our community, and they 
have a genuine love for the sheep. As the pastor to the seniors, I get to focus my energy and my attention 
specifically on you. Over these 18 years I have gotten to know my sheep, not as well as I would like, but the 
Lord continues to grow me in His love and understanding. Many churches witness a decline in their senior 
community through death or relocation. We continue to see a steady growth. We started out with 9-12 in 
Sunday school and today we average in the high 80s-90s!  
 
Our church has a Biblical understanding of “generations in community,” which has been developing over the 
years but has really taken off under Pastor Mike Ross’ 2009 sermon series entitled,” Generations in 
Community.” As a church, we understand the value of each generation and their importance to the health of 
the church family. Today many churches, sadly, focus on one specific generation to the neglect of the others. 
They will have a short shelf life of service as a church because of their limited scope and outreach.  
 
Our community realizes the Lord has given us extra years. Psalm 92:14 says, “to bear fruit …to declare the 
Lord is upright…” For us that means to “reinvest” our time, experience, gifts, resources, and wisdom to the 
generations under us, which is being done corporately and individually. We also have a strong care net within 
our community that expresses itself with a willingness to help whenever and in whatever ways possible. That 
is so important. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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As a large church, we have resources that minister to all our folks. I think particularly of the “grief support 
group” and the “care-givers support group” which especially benefit our season of life community. Many 
churches don’t have the manpower or the leadership to spearhead such groups. So again, we are most 
blessed to have these within our church. I can only see the need for these groups increasing. 
 
As Harold Jones reminded us, “God is always good, all the time.” We have seen His manifold goodness here 
at Christ Covenant in so many ways and so many times. 
 
All of this leads up to the title of my article, “I Am Encouraged.” Last Friday I had lunch with a leader from our 
denomination who was in town. He shared with me the growing wave of senior adults in our PCA churches. 
He asked me what ministry to senior adults looks like in our church. Well, he asked the right person! Like 
pulling a plug out of the sink, I began to unfold what the senior adult community looked like. Non-stop, I 
began to share the goodness of God to our church and to our community. He then shared with me his similar 
passion for senior adults and ministering to them. It was one of the few times that I spoke to another pastor 
who has a genuine love for the senior adults and values their importance in the local church. He then went 
on to tell me of the growing need of providing resources for local churches regarding senior adults. Again, I 
realized that many churches, for whatever reason, need help in strengthening their ministry to seniors or to 
begin reaching out to the seniors in their church or community. We both fed each other’s passion and 
encouraged each other’s commitment to consider what we can do to help meet this need.  
 
I was encouraged to meet another pastor brother, a denominational leader who is passionate about our 
senior adults. Knowing that there are pastors who are called to senior adult ministry is encouraging. It was 
great to meet someone and to fellowship with him. I am encouraged to know that our denomination’s vision 
includes the role of senior adults and their place in the family of God. 

 

HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

CHRIST AROSE! 
 

It's hard to match this hymn for sheer drama. The 
first stanza begins dismally, then strikes a note of 
hope, and then the chorus explodes with joy. The 
music itself comes rising up from the depths and 
celebrates on high.  
 
Robert Lowry wrote both the words and the music 
to this hymn in 1874. At the time, he was professor 
of literature at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania 
and pastor of a nearby church. He had written 
other hymn tunes and texts as he practiced his 
passion for poetry and song. "Sometimes the 
music comes and the words follow," he explained 
once. "I watch my moods, and when anything 
strikes me, whether words or music, no matter 
where I am, at home, on the street, I jot it down. 
My brain is sort of a spinning machine, for there is 
music running through it all the time." 
 
In 1874 as he was having his devotions around 
Easter, Lowry was impressed with the simple 
words, "He is not here, but is risen." He moved 
quickly to the little pump organ in his living room, 
and the words and music came quickly. What a 
joyous hymn! 
 
 

Low in the grave He lay, 
Jesus my Savior! 
Waiting the coming day, 
Jesus my LORD! 

 
Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes; 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign, 
He arose! He arose! 
Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 
Vainly they watch His bed, 
Jesus my Savior! 
Vainly they seal the dead, 
Jesus my LORD! 

 
Death cannot keep his prey, 
Jesus my Savior! 
He tore the bars away, 
Jesus my LORD! 

 
ROBERT LOWRY(1826-1899) 

 
 
 



 
 

MEAL TRAIN FOR THE KINNEY’S 
 
The Meal Train sign-up for the Kinney family is 
being extended until the end of May.  The gracious 
neighbor who has set this up for them is staying in 
touch with Fred, so that we are aware of their 
needs ongoing. The generosity of our class along 
with their neighbors has been truly a blessing for 
them.   
 
 
 
 

Currently, they have a generous supply of lasagna 
in the freezer, so the request is for a variety of 
meals.  If you will indicate the meal you plan to 
prepare for them, this will avoid duplication, and 
spread the variety out over a period of time. 
 

Direction to the website page for them is 
www.mealtrain.com/trains/k7oov0.  If you have 
any difficulty at all, please contact Alona at 704-
545-8638 or 704-617-0609.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Roma Thompson 

  5 Judy Aylestock   

  5 Dorothy Falls 

  8 Shirley Maurer 

10 Sang Lee 

10 Fran Roberts 

14 Lanier Ellis 

14 Louise Wyse 

17 Ilse Cauble 

17 Hilda Torres 

18 Kitty Peterson 

19 Alona Waddine 

26 Martha Lee 

27 Ruth Hood 

 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

    

  4 Steve and Patty Marion 

  7 Jerry and Ilse Cauble 

17 Bill and Alona Waddine 

18 Lance and Donna Whitehead 

22 Finn and Joan Solheim 

22 Scottie and Janet Lochhead 

http://www.mealtrain.com/trains/k7oov0
http://www.mealtrain.com/trains/k7oov0
http://www.mealtrain.com/trains/k7oov0


 4 
 

SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, April 5th 
11:00 AM (Please note change of time!) 

CLC 
 

The April luncheon will be “pot providence” and feature the MELODY MAKERS, a community singing group 
sponsored by Matthews United Methodist Church with singers from over 20 churches in the area.  Our own 
Miriam Jones and Jane Yancey are a part of this group.  The program will begin promptly at 11:00 am.  You 
won’t want to miss this program!  Since we have invited them to join us in our monthly luncheon, please bring 
a double amount of what you would usually bring so that we have enough food for everyone.  The Melody 
Makers are always delighted to sing for us, and we will blessed in return.  Plan to attend! 
 

 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

April 12th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
Ladies, our monthly luncheon will be on April 12th, at 11:30, at Trio's Restaurant at 10709 McMullen Creek 
Parkway (off Hwy. 51). We hope you will come and enjoy the great food and fellowship.  
 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Friday, April 26th, 11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
 

Special ALERT!   
 

April’s senior men’s luncheon at Park Place Restaurant will be Friday April 26 due to Good Friday’s being 
in the previous week.  Thereafter, we will resume the 3rd Friday schedule. 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 

Joy Singers meet every Monday at 1:30 pm.  Plan to join us as we lift our voices in praise to our Lord and 
Savior and prepare music for nursing homes and Sunday evening services. 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

All articles for the May newsletter should be submitted to Jane Yancey no later than April 20, 2019.   Please 

send your articles to her at jane@yancey.com  
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
mailto:jane@yancey.com
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Holy Week is April 15-19:  All evening activities this week are cancelled. 
 

 
Maundy Thursday Service 

April 18th, 7:00 pm 
 

 
 

Good Friday  
 

Brunch at Stack’s Restaurant at 10:00 am 
Good Friday Service at 12:00 Noon 

 

The Coram Deo Sunday School Class will meet at Stack’s Restaurant for Brunch at 10:00 am and then head 
to the church for the Good Friday Service at Noon.  A sign-up sheet will be available in Sunday School for the 
next few weeks.  Questions or to RSVP:  Contact Jenny Blackmon, jblackmon@christcovenant.org or call her 
at (704) 708-6104. 

 

 
Easter Sunday 

 

There is no Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 
 

mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
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BROTHER IS MORE THAN A TITLE 
By Chris Thomas (The Ploughmman’s Rest blog) 

Submitted by Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

The subject of reconciliation runs deeper and wider than the current debate that orbits around racial tensions 
within the church or even wider society.  That is not to say that it doesn’t relate to racial reconciliation, it does, 
but it flows ever outward in far more expansive streams than that.  In Christ, reconciliation sits at the very heart 
of why I may meet a fellow Christian on a plane or sitting in a café, and though they are a stranger in every 
sense of the word, I will leave that brief meeting with a warm heart and genuine joy at meeting a ‘brother’ or 
‘sister’ in Christ. 
 
I grew up in a church tradition where it was common to refer to each other as ‘Brother Gordon,’ or ‘Sister 
Margaret’ (if, of course, your name happened to be ‘Gordon’ or ‘Margaret’), and for many years, I assumed it 
was just a quirk of our somewhat odd traditions.  But I was wrong.  Though I was aware of the family analogy 
the Bible uses to describe Christians, I had never fully considered the implications of what it means to be “one 
in Christ Jesus.”  ‘Brother’ or ‘Sister’ is more than a title, it is a declaration of partnership in the grace of God.  
We are not only co-heirs with Christ individually (Romans 8:17), but we mutually enjoy the experience of being 
fellow heirs with Christ.  Or as Paul rejoices as he opens his letter to the Philippians, “You are all partakers 
with me of grace.” (Phil. 1:7)  So even as he later rejoices over their renewed concern of him, and even despite 
his announcement of contentment in both lack and plenty, Paul enjoys the partnership of mutual investment 
as the Philippian church shares in his trouble.  (Phil. 4:14). 
 
But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He 
Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new 
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility.  (Ephesians 2:13-16 ESV). 
 
Yes, this matters greatly as I consider the implications of racial harmony in the body of Christ, but it also impacts 
how I live my life in relation to any member of God’s family.  The fact that you truly have brothers and sisters 
in Christ makes a difference in how you approach engagement with your local church; it makes a difference 
how you engage with fellow believers online (especially when you may disagree with them); and it makes a 
difference to how you think of your ‘own’ possessions, time, and energy. 
 
I was recently struck by this reality as I prepared to preach through the book of Revelation.  Consider John’s 
attitude to those who would receive this letter: 
 

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are 
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  
(Revelation 1:9 ESV) 
 

John, though in exile, though separated by distance and tide, declares his partnership with his readers – a 
brother and partner in tribulation, in the kingdom, and even in patiently enduring. 
 
What would happen in your church, or in mine, if we truly overtook the superficial nod to family we often hold 
and actually embraced what it means to be brothers and sisters in Christ?  What miracles may unfold in our 
churches, and maybe even in our neighborhoods, if we were to contend with, not each other, but the fierce 
embrace of our partnership in the gospel of grace? 
 
By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.  But 
if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 
love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and truth.  (I John 3:16-18 ESV). 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org  
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EASTER JOY 

Jesus came to earth, 
To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 

He could have saved Himself, 
Calling angels from above, 

But He chose to pay our price for sin; 
He paid it out of love. 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

Now we know our earthly death, 
Like His is just a rest. 

We’ll be forever with Him 
In heaven, where life is best. 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you, Lord. 
Help us love like you! 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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