A SERVICE OF WORSHIP

ASCENSION SUNDAY
THE LORD’S DAY
June 2, 2019

that in everything he might be preeminent.
Colossians 1:18

WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
Today we remember that our Lord has ascended on high. From his throne he both
intercedes for his children and gives them gifts from on high! We are glad you are
here to worship the living God. This worship folder is intended to walk you through
the service, as well as provide you with devotional material to take home.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM
Announcements and Greeting
Scripture Meditation—Ephesians 4:8–10
Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he
gave gifts to men." (In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had
also descended into the lower regions, the earth? He who descended is the one
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
Introit—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

Text: Edward Perronet, 1779; Tune: GREENSTREET, from The Southern Harmony

Call to Worship— Psalm 68:1–4; 18, 19; 32-35
Leader: God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate him
shall flee before him! As smoke is driven away, so you shall
drive them away; as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall
perish before God!
ALL: But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!
Leader: Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides
through the deserts; his name is the LORD; exult before him!
ALL: You ascended on high, leading a host of captives in your train
and receiving gifts among men, even among the rebellious,
that the LORD God may dwell there.
Leader: Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation.
O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; sing praises to the Lord,
to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; behold,
he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
ALL: Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel,
and whose power is in the skies.
Leader: Awesome is God from his sanctuary; the God of Israel.
ALL: He is the one who gives power and strength to his people.
Blessed be God!
Prayer of Adoration
Congregational Hymn— #295 Crown Him with Many Crowns
See Hymnal
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New Testament Reading—Acts 1:6–11
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them, "It is not for you to know times
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." And when
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."
Congregational Hymn— #289 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

Text: The Venerable Bede, trans. Benjamin Webb, 1854; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, 1623

Pastoral Prayer
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Giving of Tithes and Offerings

(You may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102) after the collection bag
has passed your pew. Thank you.)

Offertory—All Praise to Christ, Our God and King Divine
All praise to Christ, our God and King divine, whose rightful crown did once for us decline,
That in our darkened hearts his grace might shine. Hosanna in the highest!
He came to us in lowliness of thought; by him the outcast and the poor were sought;
And by his death was God’s salvation wrought. Hosanna in the highest!
Let us then learn his great humility; he was a servant that we might be free,
And gave himself to death on Calvary. Hosanna in the highest!
Lord, by your might new life and strength endow; at God’s right hand you are exalted now
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow. Hosanna in the highest!
Text: F. Bland Tucker; Music: K. Lee Scott

Prayer of Illumination
Preaching of the Word—Selections from Proverbs
SLOW TO ANGER
Dr. Kevin DeYoung
Prayer of Confession of Sin
Assurance of Pardon—Romans 8:31–33
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies.
Congregational Song—His Mercy Is More
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Text and Music: Matt Boswell and Matt Papa

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation, Fencing of the Table, and the Words of Institution
(Members, visitors and parents, see p.11 for specific prayers and a note about Communion.)
The Bread—Silent Prayer
The Cup—There Is No Greater Portrait

Words and Music: Eric Schumacher and David L. Ward ©2005 ReformedPraise.org
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Special Offering
The deacons’ special offering for this month is for Joni & Friends Charlotte and
Harvest USA. For more information about these two ministries, please see today’s
Courier.
Congregational Song—Before the Throne of God Above

Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft; Music: Vikki Cook
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Benediction
Sung Response—Crown Him with Many Crowns, Vs.7

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1851; Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1868

Postlude
Called Congregational Meeting for Officer Elections

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Brian Peterson;
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash;
Pianist: Pamela Mullins; Instrumental Director: Scott Van Patter; Christ Covenant Choir
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission.
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 PM
Announcements and Greeting
Call to Worship— Psalm 105:1–6
Leader: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known
his deeds among the peoples!
ALL: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
Leader: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD
rejoice!
ALL: Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!
Leader: Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles,
and the judgments he uttered,
ALL: O offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob,
his chosen ones!
Prayer of Invocation
Congregational Hymn— #447 Christ for the World We Sing
New Testament Reading—2 Corinthians 12:14–19
Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden,
for I seek not what is yours but you. For children are not obligated to save up for
their parents, but parents for their children. I will most gladly spend and be spent
for your souls. If I love you more, am I to be loved less? But granting that I myself
did not burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by deceit. Did
I take advantage of you through any of those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus
to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we
not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same steps? Have you been thinking
all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in the sight of God
that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.
Congregational Hymn— #364 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds
Introduction of Short-Term Missions Teams
Pastoral Prayer
Tithes and Offerings
Offertory—Congregational Hymn— #584 Go, Labor On
Preaching of the Word—Titus 1:1–4 (p. 998)
LABORING FOR THE ELECT—Dr. Kevin DeYoung

Congregational Hymn— #453 All Authority and Power
Benediction and Postlude
Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George;
Assisting Pastor: Rev. Mike Miller; Organist: Pam Eash.
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes are from the ESV. Used by permission.
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REGARDING COMMUNION AT CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
In the Presbyterian Church, children who are baptized are non-communing
members of the Church. As such, they are entitled to all the rights and privileges
of pastoral care but not the Lord’s Supper. When they reach the age
of adolescence, they complete a communicants’ class (confirmation class),
are interviewed by the Elders, and then make a public profession of their faith.
Only children who have been approved by the Session to take the Lord’s Supper
may do so. The Session would request that parents honor this practice and explain
to their younger children the rationale for this practice. Our practice is rooted in
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 and the apostolic instruction about worthy receiving of the
Lord’s Supper. Those parents who have questions may want to consult with a
pastor.
COMMUNION PRAYERS
Christ Covenant Church welcomes all baptized Christians who are actively trusting
in Jesus Christ for salvation, members in good standing in an evangelical church,
and who are in proper relationship to other believers to take the Lord’s Supper
with us this day. If you are not able to receive Communion today, then we ask
you to continue in a spirit of worship and to meditate on one of the following
prayers.
PRAYER OF OBEDIENCE
Lord Jesus Christ, as a Christian who is trusting in you alone for eternal life, I pray
for strength to obey your great commission (Matthew 28:19-20). I purpose to be
baptized, to join a Bible-preaching and Christ-honoring church, and to be active
in worship and service in that church. Help me to reconcile with those whom I
have wounded or those who have sinned against me. Amen.
PRAYER FOR TRUTH
Lord God, our Father in heaven, lead me to your eternal and abiding truth found
in Christ and his Word. Open my eyes to see those things of the Kingdom
of God, spoken about in the sermon today. Give me understanding that leads
to a life of faith and grace and a humble, honest and holy pursuit of Christ,
for Christ’s sake. Amen.
PRAYER OF FAITH
Lord Jesus Christ, I confess to you that I am a sinner in need of your mercy and
grace – much more sinful than I ever imagined before. But I also believe in your
love and grace, and I accept the truth that you have loved me from eternity – more
than I can ever imagine now. Thank you for paying the penalty of my sins on your
cross and for paying that debt in full. I now turn from my sinful lifestyle in
repentance. I trust in you for eternal life and no longer in my own good works,
and I surrender my life to you. I receive you as my Lord and my Savior – your
life given for me, my life now given to you. I ask for the gift of the indwelling Holy
Spirit and for an assurance of salvation in your grace. Amen.
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The body of Christ Covenant meets in communities where people of all ages
are welcomed and encouraged to engage through four distinct entry points:
Sunday Worship, Congregational Communities, Covenant Groups, and Small Groups.
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship Services at 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNITIES
Senior Adults Community
Community of senior adults ages 70+
Pastor Bruce Creswell
Young Seniors Community
Community of couples & individuals ages 60-70
Pastor Bernie Lawrence
Sojourners Community
Community of adults ages 45-59 who have
college age/young adult children
Pastor Mike Miller
Student Families Community
Community of adults with
middle & high school age children
Pastor Brian Peterson

Young Families Community
Community of newly married & young
families with children up to age 12
Pastor Derek Wells
Young Professionals Community
Community of singles & young married couples
Pastor Dave Baxter
18/22 Generation / College Community
Community of college age adults
Campus Outreach Director Zach Fulginiti
Youth (Middle/High School) Community
Youth Ministries Pastor Stewart Neely
Middle School Director David Chambers

COVENANT GROUPS
Multi-generational & mixed-gender groups of 10-30 people.
Please contact Pastor Brian Peterson.
SMALL GROUPS
Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Teresa Caldwell
for women’s groups and Pastor Brian Peterson for men’s groups.
SMALL GROUPS
Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Teresa Caldwell
for women’s groups and Pastor Brian Peterson for men’s groups.
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