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BOB BLACK: Christ Covenant’s Oldest Member 
      

 

      

Maxine                  Maxine & Bob 
 

This month Bob Black celebrates his 98th birthday making him Christ Covenant’s oldest member. His younger 
sister Maxine Pangle, will celebrate her 96th birthday in July. Longevity seems to flourish in Bob and Maxine’s 
family. Their parents, aunts, and uncles lived long lives, with one aunt living to be 102!   
 

They were born and raised 30 miles northwest of Asheville, in the little town of Burnsville, North Carolina, 
being “smack dead in the middle,” between 2 brothers and 2 sisters. They were raised in a Christian home 
where love was unconditional, faith was lived out, and encouragement came in heaping measures. Bob’s 
dad was a Baptist preacher, pastoring for well over 50 years! Growing up as preacher’s kid, meant life was 
centered around the church.  
 

Maxine’s devotion to her brother Bob was demonstrated at an early age when the class bully decided to pick 
on him one day after school. As the class gathered around, Maxine couldn’t stand it any longer and she 
leaped on the bully and gave him a good bite on the ear! The bully was soon reduced to wimp status and 
learned his lesson. Without hesitation, Maxine will tell you that Bob is a man of integrity and honesty. 
Regarding others, he is kind, compassionate, and always puts others first. 
 

When World War II came, Bob went down to the draft board to volunteer to take the place of Maxine’s 
husband, as he was the sole supporter of his young family, his newborn daughter, Sabra, being four days 
old. Bob joined the army and served in Company B, 120th Medical Battalion in the European Theater.  He 
was awarded the Bronze Star for Bravery beyond the call of duty. In fact, Bob and fellow church member, 
Bill Powis, (who will also be 98 in December) are the only two WW II veterans at Christ Covenant Church. 
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Bob’s love for cars began as a small boy when sitting for hours holding the steering wheel in his dad’s car.  
His passion for cars “drove” him to own and operate Black’s Auto Sales in Charlotte for over 50 years. He 
still has a hankering for cars, and though no longer driving, he stills wants to know what everyone in the 
family is driving. 
 
With his wife and daughter both deceased, he is well looked after by Maxine and her daughter, Sabra. My 
first-time meeting Bob was around ten years ago when he was in the hospital. After one visit, Maxine called 
me to say that the Lord had done a work in his heart. Soon after he wanted to be baptized, and so on Sunday 
evening, September 23, 2013, it was my privilege to baptize Bob at the age of 90! What a memorable evening 
for both family and church folks. My thoughts went back to Bob’s father’s prayer that he wrote in a Bible he 
gave to him on Christmas, 1968. He wrote, “This book is presented at Christmas time, 1968 by Daddy, with 
due concern and prayer that it will be a constant reminder of your need for a Savior which means eternal life. 
That will make you a real gentleman in this life and the life to come. God grant that it may be so.” The Lord 
answered his prayer 44 years later in 2012 and serves as a reminder to us not to give up praying for our 
children regardless how old they may be.  
 
Do remember Bob in your prayers as he recovers from his recent surgery and for Maxine as she continues 
to care for him.  

Happy Birthday, Bob! 

 
      
 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

TRUSTING JESUS 
 

A minister was visiting a woman with an incurable 
illness. She was depressed and deeply distressed. 
"The future is so dark,'' she said. The minister 
asked, "Can't you trust yourself in God's hand?" 
"Not for long, "she said. "And I can't leave myself 
there."  
 
Her pastor repeated the chorus of this song:  
 
"Trusting as the moments fly,  
Trusting as the days go by;  
Trusting Him whate'er befall, trusting Jesus,  
That is all. " 
 
And then he sang it for her.  
 
The change that came over her was wonderful to 
behold the pastor said later. And she never lost 
that trust. She had the page in her hymnbook 
turned down so that anyone who visited her could 
read it to her again. "Trusting Jesus, that is all."  
 
 
 
 

 
Simply trusting ev'ry day, 
Trusting through a stormy way; 
Even when my faith is small, 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 
 

Trusting as the moments fly,  
Trusting as the days go by; 
Trusting Him whate'er befall,  
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 
 

Brightly doth His Spirit shine 
Into this poor heart of mine; 
While He leads I cannot fall: 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 
 

Singing if my way is clear, 
Praying if the path be drear; 
If in danger, for Him call; 
Trusting Jesus , that is all. 
 

Trusting Him while life shall last, 
Trusting Him till earth be past; 
Till within the jasper wall, 
Trusting Jesus, that is all. 
 

Edgar Page Stites (1836-1921) 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Dot Branson 
 

David and Lynn McArthur 
 

We welcome David and Lynn McArthur to our 
Coram Deo family. David is retired from the 
electrical sales industry in Atlanta.  He is a native 
of Charlotte and has recently returned to the area 
after over 20 years in Atlanta. Before moving to 
Atlanta, David owned and operated a real estate 
and insurance business in Hendersonville, NC.  
 
David is a life-long Presbyterian and a member of 
the PCA since 1978. He was part of the committee 
to establish Covenant Presbyterian Church in  
Hendersonville in 1978. While in Atlanta, David 
was a member of Perimeter Presbyterian Church 
where he served as a deacon. He was also  
actively involved in the church ministry to widows 
and the Home Repair Ministry. He is an avid golfer. 
 
Lynn recently retired as a reading specialist and 
taught in the Atlanta area for over 20 years.  She 
is involved involved with the Academy of  
Orton-Gillingham Educators and Practitioners, 
having taught reading in grades K-4 and assisted 
in the supervision of teacher training in the area of 
reading. She is a native of Asheville, NC and a life-
long Presbyterian. Lynn joined the PCA along with 
David in 1978 as part of the newly-formed  
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Hendersonville 
and has been a member of Perimeter in Atlanta for 
the past 17 years.  
 
Lynn and David met at Belhaven College in 
Jackson, Miss. and just recently celebrated  
their 50th anniversary. They moved to Matthews to 
be near their son and daughter and their families. 
They have 5 granddaughters ranging in age from 
3rd grade to college junior. Lynn is a part-time  
reading therapist at Covenant Day School. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Michael Hutchinson 
 
We extend a warm welcome to Hutch, who has 
recently joined our class.  Michael Hutchinson, aka 
Hutch, has been a member of Christ Covenant 
Church since 2004.  He serves as a Deacon and 
is part of the Church Security Team under Rick 
Ely.  Hutch worked over 40 years in the Advertising 
Field as an Art Director and Creative Director 
working on such Blue Chip accounts as Anheuser 
Busch, Grey Poupon Mustard, and Philippine 
Airlines.  His television campaigns for Budweiser 
won top honors in prestigious shows as The New 
York Art Directors Club, Communication Arts 
Magazine, and the AAF.  He continues his creative 
endeavors as a Fine Arts photographer.   
 
Hutch grew up in Charlotte and graduated from 
Myers Park High School.  He attended East 
Carolina University and served in the US Army as 
a Special Forces Medic assigned to the 7th 
Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. 
 
 

Linda Darr 
 
We are happy to welcome Linda Darr to our 
Sunday School class. She has just moved to 
Charlotte from Mooresville, and she is getting 
settled into her apartment, which she is enjoying. 
   
Linda was born in Rhode Island and came to 
Charlotte in 1974 with her husband, who passed 
away two years ago. She worked for 45 years as 
a nurse and now does private duty home care. She 
has three children and four grandchildren. Her 
daughter’s family attends CCC.  
 
Linda was saved at age sixteen in a youth group. 
She likes to serve and is excited about plugging-in 
here and finding her own ministry. She loves the 
Seniors’ group and appreciates everyone’s 
kindness. She has one of her favorite Bible verses, 
Psalm 46:1, hanging on her wall: “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.”  
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BOOK REVIEW 
Chris Williams 

 
Daniel Morgan – A Revolutionary Life 

By Albert Louis Zambone 
Westholm Publishing, 2018 

 
 “I believe in one God, the first and great cause of 
all goodness. I also believe in Jesus Christ the 
redeemer of the world. I also believe in the Holy 
Ghost the comforter…” p 301. 
 
This profession of faith from the subject of this 
biography was written in a letter to a friend toward 
the end of his life. He had become a Presbyterian 
some time before; a testimony of God’s 
redemption having started life as an illiterate 
drifter, brawler, and wagon driver. It is an amazing 
life well told by this young author. 
 
General Daniel Morgan became an important field 
commander in the American Revolution and 
played a key role in the failed attack on Quebec 
(1775) and the victory at Saratoga (1777) but is 
most revered for his masterful command at the 
battle of Cowpens in 1781. The American victory 
at Cowpens South Carolina (West of Charlotte just 
an hour and a half away!) was arguably the end of 
British ambitions to rally loyalists and bring the 
southern colonial states back under royal control.  
 
Morgan had become a master of utilizing his very 
diverse military resources from undisciplined 
militia to sword wielding cavalry. He deserves full 
credit for defeating the finest of British military 
might. 
 
Good maps are included and the writing is clear 
and lively. Highly recommended. 
 

 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the July newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey no later than June 20th.  Please send them 
to her at jane@yancey.com  

 
 

EVERYTHING ON THIS SIDE OF HELL IS MERCY! 
From Gospel Gems 

Submitted by Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

("The Mute Christian Under the Smarting Rod" or, 
"The Silent Soul with Sovereign Antidotes" by 

Thomas Brooks, 1659) 
 

"I was silent; I would not open my mouth, for You 
are the one who has done this!" Psalm 39:9  

 
Oh! labor every day to be more humble and more 

low and little in your own eyes. "Who am I," says the 
humble soul--"to complain of trials. I am not worthy 

of the least mercy, I deserve not a crumb of mercy, I 
have forfeited every mercy!" 

 
It is only pride that puts men upon complaining and 

contending with God.  
 

A humble soul will lie quiet at the foot of God; it will 
be contented with bare necessities. A dinner of 

green herbs is relished to the humble man's palate; 
whereas a stalled ox is but a coarse dish to a proud 

man's stomach.  
 

A humble heart looks upon . . . 
  small mercies as great mercies; 

  and great afflictions as small afflictions; 
  and small afflictions as no afflictions; 

  and therefore sits mute and quiet under all.  
 

Do but keep humble, and you will keep silent before 
the Lord.  

 
Pride kicks, and grumbles, and frets--but a humble 
man has still his hand upon his mouth. Everything 

on this side Hell is mercy--much mercy, rich 
mercy to a humble soul; and therefore he remains 

mute under God's smarting rod. 
 

John Berridge: "The heaviest afflictions on this side 
Hell--are less, far less than my iniquities have 

deserved! Oh, boundless grace! The chastening rod 
of a reconciled Father, might have been the flaming 
sword of an avenging Judge! I might now have been 
weeping and wailing with devils and damned spirits 

in Hell! I will bear the indignation of the Lord--
because I have sinned against Him. It is of His 

mercy alone, that I am not consumed!" 
 

Ruth Bryan: "Seek a resigned, submissive will--it will 
greatly lighten every outward cross. Murmuring 

thoughts ill become worms who deserve the lowest 
Hell; everything on this side Hell is more than we 

deserve."  

 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
http://www.gracegems.org/Brooks/Thomas_Brooks.htm


SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, June 7th    
12:00 Noon 

JAARS 

 
Our monthly luncheon for June will be at JAARS on Friday, June 7th.  Please sign up so we can get a number 
to JAARS of how many are coming for lunch.  As we have done in the past, we will carpool.  If you can drive 
and have room for those who cannot, please let us know by contacting Bruce’s assistant, Jenny Blackmon, at 
(704) 708-6104 or email her at jblackmon@christcovenant.org  It would be good to get there at 11:30, so allow 
yourself enough time to get down to Waxhaw.  The meal is cafeteria style at a very modest price.  After lunch, 
you can take a tour of the Alphabet Museum. They also have a nice book/gift store. 

 
SEEK THE CITY 

 
Seek the City — one of the ministries that the young people will be undertaking during June 17th-21st, is 
providing yard and house help to our Senior Adult Community. If you have need of yardwork, windows washed, 
house work, car wash or your garage in need of cleaning, sign up in our Sunday School or call Jenny Blackmon 
at 704-708-6104. 

 

 
By:  Dot Branson 

 

June 14th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
For our Ladies Luncheon in June, we will meet at 11:30 on June 14th, at Trio's Restaurant (off Hwy. 51 at 
10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy. Please plan to join us! 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 
Friday, June 21st, 11:30 am 

Park Place Restaurant 
 

We welcome the Senior Men to their monthly lunch at Park Place Restaurant at 11:30 AM on June 21.  We 
will continue through the summer on 3rd Fridays, i.e. July19 and August 16.  This is a good time of fellowship 
with one another while we enjoy lunch together.  Plan to come! 
 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 

Joy Singers will not meet during the summer months.  They would love for you to join them in the fall! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
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JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  3 Linda Avery 

  5 Steve Sperry   

  9 Barbara Kinney 

10 Granville Broome 

11 Josie Barlaan 

12 Bob Paffenroth 

18 Phyllis Lupo 

24 Carol Studenmier 

25  Brad Wyman 

25 Dorothy Davis 

26 Debby Arnold 

27 Jane Stone 

27 Marge Frantz 

28 Russ Eppley 

29 Ellen Bertelsen 

30 Chester Frantz 

30 Marjorie Kempton 

 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

    

  4 Barney and Nancy Megargee 

  7 Sang and Frances Lee 

  8 Tim and Fran Roberts 

  9 Bruce and Carolyn Creswell 

12 Danks and Renee Seel 

14 Tom and Terri Theyson 

15 Forest and Barbara Ann Price 

18 David and Ginny Cullen 

18 Mark and Josie Barlaan 

19 Jerry and Judy Pinkard 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle’s flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it… 
Dad 

~Anonymous 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
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