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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

ADORNING THE DOCTRINE OF GOD OUR SAVIOR 
 

Last night in the session meeting, the leader of a committee stood up to give his report. He started off by saying, 
“In our recent meeting, we sorely missed the presence of our dear Brother Granville Broome. His gracious and 
friendly smile, along with his wise counsel, was noticeably absent!” Those words echoed my own heart as well. I, 
too, mourn the absence of our elder and dear friend Granville Broome. 

 
Serving together over these eighteen years has been a blessed journey. What started off as co-laborers in ministry 
became friends and kindred spirits in Kingdom living. Soon after we came here, momma decided to move to 
Pennsylvania from St. Petersburg, Florida. Granville readily volunteered to help us move momma up to my sister’s. 
Our sons, David and Bruce, joined us in loading up the boxes and furniture to go to Stewartstown, PA. I was 
amazed at the strength and energy that this 58 year-old man wielded. Though I was 10 years younger, he did laps 
around me! 

 
In the following years, Granville’s untiring energy in serving our community demonstrated his Christlike 
commitment to shepherd the flock. Looking back, over all the miles he regularly travelled between Waxhaw and 
Matthews regarding ministry to our community and all the time he invested in ministry, was just outward evidence 
of his heart-love for Jesus Christ and Senior Adults. His gracious and kindheartedness remembered by so many 
testifies to the grace of God that abounded in his life.  

 
It was a joy to serve the Lord’s Supper together to our homebound folks, would it be in Rock Hill, SC; Monroe, 
NC; Lancaster, SC; or here in Charlotte. The rich fellowship in serving our folks and as we travelled in the car 
always made for times of encouragement and thankfulness. Together we served at funerals, in anointings, visited 
the hospitals and homes. When I was installed as Associate Pastor, Granville had a special part in the service.  

 
Granville’s life simply “adorned the Gospel of God our Savior,” (Titus 2:10). He attracted people to Jesus Christ. 
When you were around him, you knew he had been with Jesus. Would it be his countenance, his thoughtful and 
considerate words, or his genuine delight to see you, you were exposed to the grace of God. He always made 
time to listen and to pray. One time I saw him cornered by an angry sister. She began airing her grievances 
(certainly not in a Christ-like manner) over some issue. As the sister was letting off steam, Granville listened with 
concern and with a spirit of gentleness comforted her. He did not go on the defense or try to scold her but 
manifested the fruit of the Spirit in the handling of that situation. 

 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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One of the safety nets that was put in place was an electronic file of all our senior adults, which Granville kept 
updated. With his engineering skills and tech savviness he came up with a computer map locating where our 
seniors and elders lived. This came into great use the one Sunday when Sunday School was cancelled because 
of bad weather. This was a concern that was important to him that there should be a record kept of those who 
were in our class but are now with the Lord. Not wanting to forget those who once were a part of our community,  
Granville researched and compiled the names, dates of birth and death of departed seniors. He titled the file, 
“Glorified Saints.” 

 
Now, it is my privilege and honor to enter his name and date to the “Glorified Saints.” 

 
Granville W. Broome 

June 10, 1944—June 9, 2019 
Good Night Dear Brother. We will meet on that Morning! 

 
 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 
 

E. P. Scott, a missionary to India, saw an unusual-
looking tribesman on the street, and he asked where 
the man was from. He was told that the man was from 
a mountain tribe and came only once a year to the 
major city to trade. Scott also discovered that the 
gospel had never been taken to that tribe. 

 
After praying about it, he packed his bags and violin and 
started in the direction of the mountain village. When 
Scott told senior missionaries where he was going, they 
told him, "We will never see you again. It is madness 
for you to go." But he went anyway. 

 
He traveled for two days and finally found himself in the 
mountains. Suddenly he was surrounded by spear-
carrying tribesmen, and every spear was pointed at 
him.  Not knowing what else to do, Scott got out his 
violin and sang and played "All Hail the Power of Jesus 
Name," including the verse, "Let every kindred, ev'ry 
tribe,/On this terrestrial ball,/To Him all majesty 
ascribe,/And crown Him Lord of all." 

 
The spears had now dropped from the men's hands, 
and he could see tears in their eyes. He spent the next 
two-and-a-half years telling them about Jesus and his 
love for them. When Scott had to leave them because 
of his health, the tribespeople escorted him forty miles 
to where he could get other transportation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all! 
 
Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, 
Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all; 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all! 
 
Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe, 
On this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown Him Lord of all; 
To Him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown Him Lord of all! 
 
O that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall! 
We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all; 
We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all! 

 
EDWARD PERRONET (1726-1792) 
Altered by John Rippon (1751-1836) 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBER 
Submitted by Dot Branson 

Bio written by JoAnn Woodie 
 

 
 

I was born and raised in Baltimore’s Fells Point. I met, 

fell in love with, and married my prince charming, and 

we had 4 great children, including a set of twins. We 

began raising our children in Maryland and were greatly 

blessed with wonderful teaching and body life in the 

churches we attended. My husband’s job took us to 

Germany for 3 years and then we lived in the Seattle 

area for a few years before coming to North Carolina 25 

years ago. My three daughters live all over the country, 

so I don’t see them and their families as often as I would 

like. My husband and my son have gone home to be 

with their Lord. 

Since retiring from Matthews Medical Center a few 

years ago, I have time for my many interests and 

hobbies, but I am especially looking forward to 

discovering how and where God wants to use my gifts 

here at CCC. I appreciate Sunday School, the 

preaching and teaching, the commitment and 

friendliness of the folks here.  It’s good to be a part of a 

church family again.  

 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the September newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey no later than August 20th.  Please send them 
to her at jane@yancey.com  
 
The monthly newsletters can be found at the church 
website on the Senior Adults webpage under Senior 
News.  Hard copies can also be picked up at the 
Welcome Desk on Sundays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BOOK REVIEW 

Submitted by Chris Williams 

 

“God for Us” 
By Abby Ross Hutto 

P&R Publishing, 2019 

200 pages 

 

This clever book walks through thirteen distinct 
struggles that all Christians, to some degree or 
another, deal with in our pilgrimage toward 
sanctification. Mrs. Hutto personifies each struggle 
with a name: Ms. Distant, Mr. Desperate, Mr. 
Wanderer, etc. and relates each vignette to an 
episode in the ministry of Christ as found in the 
Gospel of John.  

 
The 13 chapters include additional scriptures for 
study and questions for discussion. This would 
make a good study guide for a small group. 

 
In case you haven’t guessed, the author is the 
daughter of our former pastor and his wife, Mike 
and Jane Ross.  

 
The writing is articulate and insightful and biblically 
sound. No excuse not to read this one. 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Although most Sunday School classes 

are taking a break in August in order 

to give the workers and teachers a 

break, our Coram Deo Sunday School 

class will continue to meet each 

Sunday in August. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON 
 
 

Our monthly Friday lunches have been suspended for the summer months.  They will resume in the fall. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

By:  Dot Branson 
 

August 9th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
The Ladies Luncheon will be Friday, August 9th, at Trio's Restaurant at 11:30. We will especially enjoy 
celebrating with the ladies who have August birthdays. Please plan to join us! 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S LUNCH 
 

By:  Dave Ruths 
 

Friday, August 16th, 11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

 
We welcome the Senior Men to their monthly lunch at Park Place Restaurant at 11:30 AM on August 16th. 
This is a good time of fellowship with one another while we enjoy lunch together.  Plan to come! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JOY SINGERS 
 

Joy Singers will not meet during the summer months.  They would love for you to join them in the fall! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A WORD BEHIND YOU 
Submitted by Nancy O’Neil 

 
Reprinted from  

Ellen Mainville’s 2007 book 
“All My Days” 

 
Isaiah 30:21:  “Your own ears will hear him.  Right 
behind you a voice will say, ‘This is the way you should 
go,’ whether to the right or to the left.’” 
 
Psalm 23:4:  “Even when I walk through the darkest 
valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me.  
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.” 
 
Psalm 18:28:  “You are a light for me.  The Lord my God 
lights up my darkness.” 
 
Psalm 119:105:  “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet 
and a light for my path.” 
 

I’m afraid, darkness has hidden the view.   
   Fear not.  I am standing right behind you.  
I don’t see you Lord, are you really here?   
   I am behind you, have nothing to fear.   
But what if I stumble, what if I fall?   
   I am behind you to hear, if you call.   
And if Satan should come, what will he see?   
   He’ll look behind you and only see me. 
 

Sometimes inspiration stands behind me, not in front of 
me.  I am accustomed to looking ahead, setting a goal 
and running towards it.  I want a clear view of the future,  
and a wide open path.  But, sometimes there is nothing 
in front of me but darkness and uncertainty.  How can I 
walk blindly in the night? 
 
Then the wind comes gently from behind and begins to 
fill the sails.  A word comes from behind and says this 
is the way, walk in it . . . trust me.  It does not change 
the fact that darkness looms before me and the path is 
treacherous.  It doesn’t remove the enemy lurking along 
the way.  It doesn’t reveal the God I cannot see but the 
word behind me teaches me the places to set my feet 
so that I can walk in safety.  And even though I may feel 
that I face the enemy alone, in the moments of 
confrontation there is one who rises up behind me to 
right on my behalf.  He is the one who draws the 
enemy’s eyes away from me, mighty and powerful in his 
glory.  I do not see him, but he is the light behind me 
that pierced my darkness, and the word rescues me. 
 
Ann Carlson Publishing 
Isbs: 978-0-9962883-1-6 
Library of Congress Control Number: 2017 
944660 
 

 
Guest Speaker: Derek Wells,  

Pastor of Young Families 

 
Retreat Cost includes: 

Room & Meeting Space,  

Three Breakfasts and Two Dinners. 

 Lunches and Thursday dinner  

are on your own. 
 
 

Note Rate Corrections  
(If it’s too good to be true, it is.) 

 
Most rooms have double beds. 

 
Single Person Room Rate: $350.30 

Double Room Rate: $209.30 per person 

Couples Rate: $418.60 

 
Non-Refundable Deposit of $75 is due  

by August 11. 

Final payment due by September 15. 

 
Please make checks Payable to: Christ 

Covenant Church. 

 Please write Sr. Retreat in the Memo line. 

 
Ft. Caswell Retreat & Conference Center 

Oak Island, NC 

 
Scholarships available upon request. 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1    Al Elkin   

  1    Cal Deaner 

  1    Vicky Henson 

  4    Barbara “Lynn” McArthur 

  6    John Little 

11    Robert Adams 

12    Anne Schwoebel 

12    Sara Ann Keaton 

12    Larry Kirkman 

14    Ruth Colvin 

17    Mary Munn 

18    Jane Yancey 

18    Ted Williams 

21    Joe Massengill 

21    Lucille Ruths 

25    Dot Driver 

26    Aicy Himongala 

27    Peggy Dear 

28    Joe Cathey 

29    Buddy Cole 

29    Edith Lane 

30    Karen Ellis 
 

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  

 

  9 Jim and Carol Stoudenmier 

18 Tom and Vicky Henson 

19 Bill and Betty Hough 

30 Dick and Vicki Evans 
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