A SERVICE OF WORSHIP

THE LORD’S DAY
August 25, 2019

that in everything he might be preeminent.
Colossians 1:18

WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
We are glad you are here to worship the living God! This worship folder is intended
to walk you through the service, as well as provide you with devotional material
to take home.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 a.m.
Announcements and Greeting
Scripture Meditation—Mark 9:24
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!”
Introit
Call to Worship—Psalm 146
Leader: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
ALL:
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises
to my God while I have my being.
Leader: Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is
no salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
ALL:
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in
the LORD his God.
Leader: [It is he] who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free.
ALL:
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up
those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
Leader: The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow
and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
ALL:
The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion,
to all generations. Praise the LORD!
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Congregational Hymn—Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

Text: John Newton, 1779; Music: AUSTRIAN HYMN, Franz Joseph Haydn, 1797

Prayer of Adoration
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Congregational Psalm—Bless the Man that Fears Jehovah (Psalm 128)

Text: The Psalter, 1812, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2017; Music: OWL HOLLOW, Henry C. Haffner, 2017

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102)
after the collection bag has passed your pew. Thank you.

Offertory—I Know Whom I Have Believed

James McGranahan/Hojun Lee

Old Testament Reading—2 Kings 5:1–3, 9–14
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his
master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria.
He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. Now the Syrians on one of
their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in
the service of Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were
with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So
Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s
house. And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” But Naaman
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was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come
out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his
hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. But his servants came near and said
to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not
do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” So he went down and
dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of
God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
Prayer of Confession of Sin
Assurance of Grace—Romans 10:9–10
because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
Pastoral Prayer
Congregational Hymn—My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Text: Ray Palmer, 1830; Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1832
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Congregational Song—He Will Hold Me Fast

Text: Ada Habershon, Matt Merker; Music: Matt Merker ©2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker/BM

Prayer of Illumination
Preaching of the Word—John 12:37–43 (p. 899)
WHY THIS UNBELIEF
Dr. Kevin DeYoung
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Congregational Hymn—I Know Whom I Have Believed

Text: Daniel W. Whittle, 1883; Music: EL NATHAN, James McGranahan, 1883

Benediction
Sung Response—Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Blest inhabitants of Zion, washed in the Redeemer’s blood!
Jesus, whom their souls rely on, makes them kings and priests to God.
’Tis his love his people raises, over self to reign as kings,
And as priests, his solemn praises each for a thank off'ring brings.
Postlude

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Dave Baxter;
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins;
Instrumental Director: Scott Van Patter;
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission.
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m.
Announcements and Greeting
Call to Worship— Psalm 18:1–3, 20-21, 27-30
Leader: I love you, O LORD, my strength.
ALL:
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield,
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
Leader: I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved
from my enemies. The LORD dealt with me according to
my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands
he rewarded me.
ALL:
For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly
departed from my God.
Leader: For you save a humble people, but the haughty eyes you bring down.
ALL:
For it is you who light my lamp; the LORD my God lightens
my darkness.
Leader: For by you I can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap
over a wall.
ALL:
This God—his way is perfect; the word of the LORD
proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge
in him.
Prayer of Invocation
Congregational Hymn—How Shall the Young Direct Their Way #148
Blessing of the Children
Pastoral Prayer, Tithes and Offerings
Congregational Hymn—Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord #465
Preaching of the Word—Daniel 1 (p. 737)
GOD’S WAY, GOD’S GRACE—Dr. Kevin DeYoung

Congregational Hymn—Who Is on the Lord’s Side #588
Benediction
Postlude

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George;
Assisting Pastor: Rev. Derek Wells; Organist: Pam Eash
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes are from the ESV. Used by permission.
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What Should We Sing?
Those charged with the glorious task of planning for corporate worship must take
seriously their responsibility to think carefully about the words we sing. They must
also think critically about the tunes we use. Often, this means vetting newer tunes
which have not been proven by the passage of time and may be problematic because
of their associations with false teaching or false teachers. Occasionally, important
questions are raised about old tunes as well. This is the case with the beloved hymn,
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken,” originally known as “Zion, the City of
God.”
John Newton wrote the text of this hymn. It is based on Psalm 87:3 and Isaiah 33:2021 and was first published in the Olney Hymnal in 1779. Other than “Amazing
Grace,” it may be Newton’s most honored text, both for its beauty and its power.
Seventeen years later, in 1797, the celebrated composer, Joseph Haydn, composed a
hymn to be used as the Austrian national anthem. A year later he finished the famous
string quartet version, which became known as the Emperor’s Quartet. It was an
instant hit and is still regularly played by the finest ensembles in the world. The
melody was based on a Croatian folk hymn, which means that it’s difficult to know
just how old the basic tune actually is.
Through the years the tune, now usually known as Austrian Hymn, has been used for
multiple settings and movements. In addition to “Glorious Things of Thee are
Spoken,” it has been the setting for a variety of folk songs. It also accompanies the
German national anthem. Unfortunately, the Nazis used Haydn’s tune set to
different words in their rallies and marches. During the Second World War, some
Christians refused to use the melody, and understandably so. So, other tunes were
written to accompany Newton’s words.
Most churches, however, still employ Haydn’s older and more stately composition.
While we should always be sensitive to those who first learned the song in an evil
context (like some who heard it in the 1940s), the abuse of a tune (or text or
theologian or book or building) should not render something good unusable for all
time. In this case it is evident that the melody pre-existed Haydn, Germany, and even
Newton. The fact that the Nazis used it only points to the beauty and power of the
tune which preexisted and outlasted those tragic events.
This particular controversy is now almost 100 years old and most people in our
churches associate the tune with the hymn text and the writer of “Amazing Grace.”
The lyrics are sound and beautiful, and the melody is equally so. For almost 200 years
it has been a wonderful pairing of text and tune. If the issues were more current,
associations and reactions were universally negative, or the publishers were openly
teaching heresy, the question might have to be answered differently. But in this case,
we can sing this melody with a heart that says “in the name of the Lord,” and “praise
be to God,” just as Haydn began and ended many of his manuscripts. The
movements that used it for evil have failed. The gates of hell will not prevail, and
Zion, the city of God, will.
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The body of Christ Covenant meets in communities where people of all ages
are welcomed and encouraged to engage through four distinct entry points:
Sunday Worship, Congregational Communities, Covenant Groups, and Small Groups.
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship Services at 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNITIES
Senior Adults Community
Community of senior adults ages 70+
Pastor Bruce Creswell
Young Seniors Community
Community of couples & individuals ages 60-70
Pastor Bernie Lawrence
Sojourners Community
Community of adults ages 45-59 who have
college age/young adult children
Pastor Mike Miller
Student Families Community
Community of adults with
middle & high school age children
Elder Mike Johnson

Young Families Community
Community of newly married & young
families with children up to age 12
Pastor Derek Wells
Young Professionals Community
Community of singles & young married couples
Pastor Dave Baxter
18/22 Generation / College Community
Community of college age adults
Campus Outreach Director Zach Fulginiti
Youth (Middle/High School) Community
Youth Ministries Pastor Stewart Neely
Middle School Director David Chambers

COVENANT GROUPS
Multi-generational & mixed-gender groups of 10-30 people.
Please contact Ministry Administrator, Jenny Blackmon.
SMALL GROUPS
Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Women’s Director, Teresa Caldwell,
for women’s groups and Ministry Administrator, Jenny Blackmon, for men’s groups.
SMALL GROUPS
Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Teresa Caldwell
for women’s groups and Pastor Brian Peterson for men’s groups.
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