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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

Have You Fallen This Year? 
 

It was time for my annual physical in August.  The nurse was doing her preliminary part – the  blood pressure, 
temperature, and pulse. Out of the clear, she zonks me with this question, “Have you fallen this year; have 
you taken a tumble or a spill?” At first I thought she discovered a bruise on my body that I didn’t know about. 
But then I made the connection. I had just turned sixty-five! “So, you are asking me this because I am now 
sixty-five and a senior adult!” “You’re right!  From now on, your physical will include this question.” 
 
Falling is a serious matter, especially in our senior community as we have witnessed, and some have 
experienced themselves. Momma had always been steady on her feet, but in her last year, she began to 
lose her balance and fall repeatedly. Sometimes falling occurs because the hip is fractured, and one day the 
facture gives way to a broken hip. Loose carpet or a broken sidewalk are culprits in a fall. Often falls occur 
at night when we are not wide awake and aware of our surroundings. Then there is the more common cause 
of falling – not looking where we are going.  
 
To safeguard against falls, we take certain measures of precaution. We put up railings along the stairways, 
handrails installed in the bathroom and shower, rearrange furniture to allow for more walkway, and replace 
scatter rugs and secure carpet from slipping. Yes, we even use canes and walkers to steady us on our feet. 
And some have access to an alert button for help in case a fall takes place. 
 
This reminds me of our Lord’s warning to us. He tells us how to protect ourselves from spiritually falling into 
sin. To His disciples in Matthew 26:41, He says, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.” To 
watch, implies to guard our heart against the enemies of the flesh, the world, and the devil. To watch, we 
need to know who and what our enemies are and how they personally attack us. To watch, includes taking 
necessary daily precautions to safeguard ourselves against temptation. We are to go to the Lord and confess 
our weakness in dealing with our enemies and ask for His strength and deliverance when temptation strikes. 
Remember what the Lord instructs us to pray, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matthew 
6: 13). Our adversary, the devil, has been around for a long time and knows a lot more than we do and knows 
the best way to lure us into temptation and cause us to fall into sin.  But remember, he is a defeated enemy 
on a short chain. 
 
Jude 24, sets our focus not on the defeated enemy but on our triumphant Savior, “Now to him who is able to 
keep you from falling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the 
only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all 
time and now and forever. Amen.” 
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HYMN HISTORY 
Peggy Dear 

 

ALL TO JESUS I SURRENDER 
 

Many Christians have sung this hymn with their 
fingers crossed. Or perhaps in the emotions of the 
church service they meant it, but they didn't realize 
the corners they would turn or the new opportunities 
they would face in the coming days.  
 
J. W. Van De Venter, the author of this hymn, meant 
it. He was a school teacher by profession but an artist 
at heart. Teaching school allowed him to make a 
living while he continued his study of drawing and 
painting. After evangelistic meetings in his church, 
friends saw his gifts in counseling and working with 
people and urged him to become an evangelist. For 
five years he wavered between his love of art and 
what seemed to be God's calling to evangelistic 
ministry. 
     
He later recalled, "At last the pivotal hour of my life 
came and I surrendered all. A new day was ushered 
into my life. I became an evangelist and discovered 
deep down in my soul a talent hitherto unknown to 
me." A few years later, Van De Venter, remembering 
that decisive moment, wrote this hymn.  
 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 
 

I surrender all, 
I surrender all, 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
Humbly at His feet I bow, 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken, 
Take me, Jesus, take me now. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine; 
May Thy Holy Spirit fill me, 
May I know Thy pow'r divine. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power, 
Let Thy blessing fall on me. 
 

Judson W. Van De Venter (1855-1939) 

 

BLESS BACK WORLDWIDE MINISTRY 
Submitted by Fran Wise 

 

Did you know our seniors participate in many ways to support the Bless Back Ministry? So what is it? 
 
Bless Back Ministry is a Charlotte based ministry that provides medical care to impoverished communities 
in Haiti and Nicaragua. Their goal is to provide high quality health care to people who are underserved by 
providing medical teams and supplies to established local clinics in Haiti and Nicaragua. 
 
That brings up the question as to how can our seniors participate in this ministry? We help by bringing in 
empty prescription bottles which have labels removed or personal information marked off, and which have 
been cleaned and dried. These are then packaged to be shipped every three months to the medical clinic 
in Haiti. These bags of bottles are then picked up by Melissa Roper, who is the Haiti Country Director for 
Bless Back Worldwide Ministry and a Christ Covenant member. We provide about 2,000 bottles each 
month.  This simple activity saves thousands of dollars a year for the ministry. Thank you, seniors, for 
contributing to a very worthy cause. 
 
We have a team of nine seniors from our class who work with bottles each week to check them in, clean 
them if necessary, and package them to send them on their way. 
 
You have been blessed.  Bless back! 
 
Fran Wise 
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JAARS 
Submitted by Beth Sulzmann 

 
Our Coram Deo class had lunch at JAARS in 
June. We enjoyed a great inexpensive meal in their 
cafeteria. Some of us some stayed to browse or get 
a tour of The Alphabet Museum by our classmate, 
Carson Weaver.  
  
Numerous folks from CCC are involved with this 
center that supports Bible Translation for people 
without God's Word in their own language. Our 
class has numerous representatives at 
JAARS.  Some have retired from JAARS like Butch 
& Sandi Barkman (last role: JAARS President; 
Member Relations); Tom & Anne Hopkins (last 
role: Public Relations; Secretary); Fred & Jean 
Depp (24 years computer support and International 
Media services; 21 years Mexico Museum).  
 
Some have been with Wycliffe Bible Translators/ 
JAARS long term and continue working at JAARS 
like Jan King (Clinic, Intercultural Communications 
Course trainer) and Dottie Grinnell (Museum 
Project Asst.). Other Retirees who want to locally 
impact foreign missions – Carson Weaver 
(Museum), Toni Broome (Boutique) [Granville 
was in the Aviation Branch], Dan & Nan O'Neil 
(Kitchen), and Beth Sulzmann (Church Missions 
Team). If you have extra time on your hands or 
know of someone who does, perhaps you'd like to 
check with them to see if the skills God has given 
you can be a blessed support to the work of Bible 
Translation. There are openings for one day/week 
or more. https://www.jaars.org/engage/serve/ 
  
The following are FREE TOURS. For more Events 
information, call the Tour Office at 704-843-6130 or 
go to https://www.jaars.org/experience/events/   
 
▪ Free tour of JAARS (M-F, 9:30am-noon). You’ll 

learn about the various ways translators are 
supported--including various transportation, 
technology, and media used in the most remote 
places. Afterward, the cafeteria is open for 
lunch (around $5.75 for the featured 
meal). JAARS offers various opportunities to 
learn more about what's involved in this way of 
providing God's word to people who've never 
heard about Jesus.  

 
For those with mobility issues, a JAARS BUS (holds 
up to 14 people) is available for a RIDING TOUR. 

These tours adapt to the people on the bus. Call 
ahead (Tour office 704-843-6130) to reserve a 
space on the bus and get information about lunch 
at the cafeteria. 
 
• Museum of the Alphabet (M-Sat, 9-4pm) and 

Mexico Museum. These museums can be 
explored on your own or via a free tour. It's an 
opportunity to explore world alphabets with 
hands-on exhibits, learn what's involved in 
writing a language for the first time, and hear 
stories from various parts of the world. 

 
• JAARS Day is quarterly. Oct. 12th is the next 

one. https://www.jaars.org/experience/events/
jaars-day/ 

 
• Passport to Christmas, Dec. 13-14, 

is geared toward 6-12 year olds. (A great 
outing for the grandkids?) 

 
JAARS -- 7405 Jaars Road, Waxhaw, NC 
28173.      jaars.org; 704-853-6000 or 800-890-
0628.  
 
 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 
Submitted by Alona Weddine 

 

 
 
If you have not registered for a woman's Bible 
study or (new) short class--it's not too late!!  There 
are choices meeting at various days, times, and 
frequencies! 
 
Look on the CCC website, Ministries tab, then 
Women's Ministries, then Women's Bible studies 
to register.  It is easy to register online. 
 

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the November newsletter are due to 
Jane Yancey no later than October 20th.  Please 
send them to her at jane@yancey.com  

https://www.jaars.org/engage/serve/
https://www.jaars.org/experience/events/
https://www.jaars.org/experience/events/jaars-day/
https://www.jaars.org/experience/events/jaars-day/
http://jaars.org/
mailto:jane@yancey.com


 

 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
    

  1 Bill Hough 

  2 Dick Evans 

  6 Ros Goodroe 

  7 Nan Bracy 

  8 Colin Gardiner 

  8 Marjorie Long 

  9 Carol Bodwell 

10 Fred Kinney 

11 Lorraine Jacobs 

12 Paul Dvorak 

13 Darlene Richardson 

14 Ginny Cullen 

14 Nellie White 

20 Jean Depp 

22 Leonie Gilele 

23 Marian Protasewich 

26 Mitch Allison 

29 Carolyn Carpenter 

 

 

 

 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 1 Bob & Angela Parlante  

 3 Fred & Barbara Kinney 

13 Dave & Lucille Ruths 

24 Gordon & Lorraine Jacobs 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

OCTOBER LUNCHEON 
 

On Friday, October  4th, at 12 Noon, we will meet in the CLC for a delicious lunch of chicken and dumplings 
prepared by Mary Newton and her assistants.  This lunch comes at a cost of a $3.00 donation.  There will also 
be pumpkin and apple desserts.  Our Guest Speaker will be Intern Peter Leach.  This promises to be a great time 
for all.  Please plan to come!  Make your reservation with Pastor Bruce’s assistant, Jenny Blackmon, by calling 
her at (704) 708-6104 or by emailing her at jblackmon@christcovenant.org  
 
 

VIETNAM MEMORIAL:  THE MOVING WALL 
Thursday, October 10th 

Mint Hill Veterans Memorial Park 
8850 Fairview Rd., Mint Hill 

 

We will meet at the church at 3:30 pm to car pool to this event and tour the wall.  The Opening Ceremony is 
at 5:00 pm.  Following the ceremony, we will meet for dinner at Jimmie’s Restaurant at 7024 Brighton Park 
Dr. in Mint Hill. 

 

 
 

By:  Dot Branson 
 

October 11th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
Ladies, we are returning to Trio Restaurant for our luncheon on October 11th at 11:30. The address is 10709 
McMullen Creek Pky. (off Hwy. 51). Please plan to join us to celebrate October birthdays and enjoy a sweet 
time of fellowship. 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 

Friday, October 18th, 11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

 

We welcome the Senior Men to their monthly lunch at Park Place Restaurant at 11:30 AM on October 18th. 
This is a good time of fellowship with one another while we enjoy lunch together.  Plan to come! 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 
 

Let’s create a joyful noise to the Lord! Join the Joy Singers! Rehearals are Mondays from 1:30 – 2:30 pm in 
WC105. Please contact Pam Eash with questions. 

 

SENIOR COMMUNITY ANNUAL FALL RETREAT 
Ft. Caswell Retreat & Conference Center 

Oak Island, NC 
October 29th – November 1st  

Guest Speaker:  Derek Wells, Pastor of Young Families 

mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
By:  Chris Williams 

 

The Pioneers – The Heroic Story of the Settlers 
Who Brought the American Ideal West 

By David McCullough 
Simon and Schuster, 2019 

 

Those of you who like to read about the American 
Revolution and formation of our Constitutional 
republic may draw a blank when someone asks, 
“What happened after the war and constitution was 
completed?” That was me! 
 

This book picks up in 1787 as the Constitution was 
being written in Philadelphia and describes the flood 
of immigration into the west. Beginning with the 
“North West Territory,” which actually was not all that 
much north or west, McCullough traces the formation 
of the Ohio Company which raised a million dollars to 
finance early settlers north of the Ohio River and west 
of Pittsburg. Beginning in Marietta, Ohio, the vivid 
descriptions of life, danger and the beauty of this 
unspoiled natural wonder draws the reader in.  
 

New England Christian leaders were the organizers 
of early expeditions and were able by their influence 
to bring the ideals of rule of law, freedom of 
commerce and religion, as well as a determined anti-
slavery ethic to take firm root in the wilderness. Of 
special interest are accounts of famous travelers 
such as Lafayette, and John Quincy Adams that 
described their journeys up and down the Ohio River. 
Then there is the strange story of Aaron Burr, 
murderer of Alexander Hamilton, who came down the 
Ohio seeking to raise a private army to establish a 
separate country west of the Mississippi. 
 

This book deals mostly with the formation of the state 
of Ohio up until the Civil War. Since I count myself a 
native of that state it held special interest for me. But 
if you are from the mid-west you too will love this. 
 

As always McCullough has amazing story telling 
abilities. Definitely fun to read. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com

