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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
 
O God, 
We are called this season to behold the exceeding riches of thy grace, in thy kindness 
towards us by Christ Jesus.  May our festivity be becoming the occasion, harmless and 
holy.  Reflecting upon his grace in becoming poor, that we through his poverty might be 
rich, may all selfishness and uncharitableness be extirpated from our hearts; may we love 
one another as He has loved us; and may we delight to go about doing good.  May we 
long for the time when he shall be known and adored from the rising of the sun to the  
going down of the same; and the glad tidings of great joy shall be to all people. “Unto you 
is born a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 
      Edited from William Jay’s Family Prayers, 1834 

 

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Bruce and Carolyn 

2019 
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HYMN HISTORY 
                      Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL 
 

 
In 1887 Earnest Shurtleff was graduating from 
seminary, and his graduating class asked him to 
write the class poem. Instead of writing a poem, he 
wrote a hymn, and he asked the entire graduating 
class to sing it on commencement day. He 
introduced it with these words:  "We've been 
spending days of preparation here in seminary. 
Now the day of march has come, and we must go 
out to follow the leadership of the King of kings to 
conquer the world under His banner." 
 
His words apply to all of us at any time. Every new 
year or day is a commencement, and the Lord calls 
us to step through the open door and face the 
world in His strength. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lead on, O King eternal, The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest  
The tents shall be our home. 
Through days of preparation  
Thy grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King eternal, We lift our battle song. 
 

Lead on,O King eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace. 
For not with swords' loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums, 
With deeds of love and mercy 
The heavenly kingdom comes. 
 

Lead on,O King eternal, We follow, not with fears, 
For gladness breaks like morning 
Where'er Thy face appears. 
Thy cross is lifted o'er us; We journey in the light; 
The crown awaits the conquest; 
Lead on, O GOD of might. 
 

Earnest Warburton Shurtleff (1862-1917) 

 
 
 

 

AT THE END OF THE DAY 
 

At the end of the day when I’m weary 
And there’s no more work to do, 

I take my tea and my Bible 
And read a Psalm or two. 

 
The verses give me a pickup, 

They feed my soul and my mind, 
They comfort and they guide me, 

I leave my troubles behind. 
 

I find the messages healing; 
They strengthen my faith and my hope. 

God’s promises nourish my spirit; 
His words give me courage to cope. 

 
Frances Gregory Pasch 
 
(Contributed by Dot Branson) 
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BOOK REVIEW 

By Chris Williams 
 

THE RIGHT SIDE OF HISTORY 
By BenShapiro 
Broadside 2019 

 

Mr. Shapiro is a popular (the most requested college campus speaker) analyst and commentator on today’s 
politics and culture. He hosts podcasts and radio shows under his name and is a New York Times bestselling 
author. 
 
The book offers broad analysis of western history from biblical times to the present. He proposes that 
American thought and morality has root in two sources: Greek philosophy and the Judeo-Christian moral 
traditions. The Greeks produced analytical thought; Jews and Christians provided the moral framework for 
western culture. He proceeds to analyze the major developments of thought from around the first century to 
the present seeking to understand the origins of the current loss of moral purpose in public life. He argues 
that Western civilization is in the midst of a crisis of purpose and ideas: that we have let grievances replace 
our sense of community and political expediency limit our individual rights. He traces how western thought 
has produced progress, human rights, prosperity, peace and artistic beauty. These two factors of Greek and 
Judeo-Christian thought built America, ended slavery, and defeated the Nazis and Communists. 
 
Yet we are, he says, in the midst of abandoning all of this as our culture embraces tribalism and moral 
subjectivism in which the only true right is for personal self-esteem. This move to absolute individual rights 
has resulted in “…belief in subjectivity above objectivity, a belief in lack of control over your own fate, a belief 
that reason itself is merely a reflection of power dynamics.” (P.206). He explains the origins of the 
“victimhood” mentality, renewed accusations of racism, and disdain for American history and founding. 
 
At the end of the book Shapiro’s solution for the decline he describes is to simply return to the old values 
while being sure to educate children in them. 
 
Mr. Shapiro’s analysis is clear and astute. It is encouraging to understand the process of decline we are 
facing that we might better pray for our wonderful nation. 
 
Christian readers will be sympathetic toward his analysis and conclusions but will note he approaches the 
subject from a clearly Jewish perspective. In my view, reason and morality, both have their ultimate source, 
not in Greek philosophy and Jewish tradition, but in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 
 

RESOLVE THIS YEAR 
Submitted by Barbara Kinney and reprinted 

 

To mend a quarrel.  Seek out a forgotten friend.  Dismiss suspicion and replace it with trust.  Write a love 
letter.  Share some treasure. Give a soft answer.  Encourage youth.  Manifest your loyalty in word and deed.  
Keep a promise.  Find the time.  Forgo a grudge.  Forgive an enemy.  Listen.  Apologize if you were wrong.  
Try to understand.  Flout envy.  Examine your demands on others.  Think first of someone else.  Appreciate.  
Be kind; be gentle.  Laugh a little more.  Deserve confidence.  Take up arms against malice.  Take up arms 
against malice.  Decry complacency.  Express your gratitude.  Go to church.  Welcome a stranger.  Gladden 
the heart of a child.  Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth.  Speak your love.  Speak it again.  
Speak it still once more. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the January newsletter are due to Jane Yancey no later than January 20th.  Please send them to 
her at jane@yancey.com  

 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  9 Leslie Allison 

  9 Fred Depp 

11 Peggy Elkin 

12 Barbara Price 

14 Jerry Cauble 

16 Jane Gissendaner 

17 Donna Whitehead 

17 Jane Williams 

18 Mo Up De Graff 

19 Judy Moore 

10 Dottie Toney 

21 Norma Coleman 

29 Dot Branson 

29 Jim Parrish, Jr. 

 

 

 
 

  1 Al and Ora Johnson 

10 Al and Peggy Elkin 

20 Cal and Elaine Deaner 

20 Hugh and Fran Wise 

31 Steve and Roma Thompson 

 

Apologies are in order to Butch and Sandi Barkman whose 

December 16th Anniversary was inadvertently omitted from 

The December newsletter. 
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
By:  Mary Newton 

 

January 10, 2020 
12:00 Noon, CLC 

 

 
Blessings abound!  We will begin the new year feasting together on Friday, January 10th which will give 
everyone an opportunity to fast for a week after the “eating” season.  The lunch will feature a taco bar with all 
the fixings and pinto beans with ham for those who don’t eat beef or Mexican seasoning.  It is, however, very 
important to sign up in Sunday School or by calling Jenny Blackmon (704) 708-6104 to either cancel or make 
a reservation.  Our speaker will be Mark Davis, Covenant Day School Head of School.  We will be looking for 
ALL of you to come, eat, and fellowship. 
 
 

 
 

By:  Dot Branson 
 

January 17th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 

Ladies, let's start the New Year off right by meeting together for great food and fellowship on the THIRD 
Friday, January 17th, at Trio's Restaurant at 10709 McMullen Creek Parkway (off Hwy. 51) at 11:30 am. 
Note the date and plan to join us! 
 

 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 

Friday, January 17th, 11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

 

The senior men’s lunch will be held on Friday, January 17th, at 11:30 am at Park Place Restaurant on Park 
Road across from the entrance to Atrium Health Pineville.  Come enjoy the good food and fellowship and Mo 
Up De Graff’s sharing with us from the Word. 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 
Joy Singers, directed by Pam Eash, will resume on Monday, January 6th, at 1:30 pm.  Come, join in singing praises 
to the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 
 
 

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Year’s Prayer 

 
O LOVE BEYOND COMPARE, 
Thou art good when thou givest, 
 when thou takest away, 
 when the sun shines upon me, 
 when night gathers over me. 
Thou hast loved me before the foundations of the 
world, 
 and in love didst redeem my soul; 
 Thou dost love me still, 

in spite of my hard heart, ingratitude,   
distrust. 

Thy goodness has been with me during another 
year, 
 leading me through a twisting wilderness, 
 in retreat helping me to advance, 
 when beaten back making sure headway. 
Thy goodness will be with me in the year ahead; 
I hoist sail and draw up anchor, 
With thee as the blessed pilot of my future as of 
my past. 
I blessed thee that thou hast veiled my eyes to 
the waters ahead. 
If thou hast appointed storms of tribulation, 
 thou wilt be with me in them; 
If I have to pass through tempests of persecution 
and temptation, 
 I shall not drown; 
If I am to die, 
 I shall see thy face the sooner; 
If a painful end is to be my lot, 
 grant me grace that my faith fails not; 
If I am to be cast aside from the service I love, 
 can make no stipulation; 
Only glorify thyself in me whether in comfort or 
trial,  

As a chosen vessel meet always for thy 
use. 

 
    ~The Valley of Vision 
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