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WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
We are glad you are here to worship the living God! This worship folder is intended 
to walk you through the service, as well as provide you with devotional material            
to take home.  
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 a.m. 
 

Announcements and Greeting  
 

Scripture Meditation—2 Corinthians 6:18 
I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty.  

 

Introit 
 

Call to Worship—Psalm 68:1–5 
Leader: God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate him  
  shall flee before him! As smoke is driven away, so you shall  
  drive them away; as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall  
  perish before God! 
ALL: But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God;  
  they shall be jubilant with joy! 
Leader: Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides  
  through the deserts; his name is the LORD; exult before him! 
ALL: Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God  
  in his holy habitation. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

Congregational Hymn—O Father, You Are Sovereign  
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Text: Margaret Clarkson, 1982; Music: ST. THEODULPH, Melchior Teschner, 1615 

 

Prayer of Adoration 
 

Old Testament Responsive Reading—Isaiah 63:15–16 
Look down from heaven and see, from your holy and beautiful habitation. Where 
are your zeal and your might? The stirring of your inner parts and your 
compassion are held back from me. For you are our Father, though Abraham 
does not know us, and Israel does not acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our 
Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name.  

 

Prayer of Confession of Sin and Thanksgiving for Assurance 
 

Reception of New Members 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Parents, you may escort your pre-school-aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102)  
after the collection bag has passed your pew. Thank you. 

 

 Offertory—I Need Thee Every Hour 
 

I need thee ev'ry hour, most gracious Lord; no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 
 

I need thee, O I need thee, ev'ry hour I need thee; O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee. 
 

I need thee ev'ry hour, stay thou near by; temptations lose their pow'r when thou art nigh. 
 

I need thee ev'ry hour, Most Holy One; O make me thine indeed, thou blessed Son. 
 

Mark Sheppard 
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Pastoral Prayer 
 

Congregational Hymn—We Come, O Christ, to You 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1746; Music: DARWALL, John Darwall, 1770. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Preaching of the Word—John 14:1–14 (p. 901) 
 

THE ONLY WAY TO THE FATHER 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
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Congregational Hymn—To God Be the Glory 
 

 
Text Fanny Crosby, 1875; Music: TO GOD BE THE GLORY, William Doane, 1875 
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Benediction 
 

Sung Response—We Come, O Christ, to You v. 5 

 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Derek Wells;  
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins;  

Instrumental Director: Scott Van Patter; CCC Adult Choir 
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 
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SERMON NOTES 
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Announcements and Greeting 
 
Call to Worship— Psalm 121 T. H. p. 831 
 
Congregational Hymns— 
 #521 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 #679 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
 
Prayer of Adoration  
 
New Testament Reading—Hebrews 4:1–11 

 
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of 
you should seem to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to 
them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not 
united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, 
as he has said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” although 
his works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he has somewhere 
spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from 
all his works.” And again in this passage he said, “They shall not enter my 
rest.” Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly 
received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, again he appoints 
a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words 
already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if 
Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later 
on. So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has 
entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. Let us 
therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience.  

 
Pastoral Prayer 
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Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory—Psalm 3: My God, How Many Are My Foes 

 
Text :Isaac Watts, 1779; Music: Greg Wilbur, Based on an old Hebrides Air 

  
Preaching of the Word—Psalm 3 (p. 448) 
 

HOW TO GET A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP—Kevin DeYoung 
 

Congregational Hymn—#92 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Mike Miller; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash 

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes are from the ESV. Used by permission.  
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SERMON NOTES 
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Why bother with church membership? 
 

For many Christians membership sounds stiff, something you have at your bank or the 
country club, but too formal for the church. Even if it’s agreed that Christianity is not a lone 
ranger religion, that we need community and fellowship with other Christians, we still bristle 
at the thought of officially joining a church. Why all the hoops? Why bother joining a local 
church when I’m already a member of the universal Church? 
 

Five Reasons for Church Membership:  
 

1. Visibility: In joining a church you make visible your commitment to Christ and his 
people. Membership is one way to raise the flag of faith. You state before God and others 
that you are part of this local body of believers. It’s easy to talk in glowing terms about the 
invisible church–the body of all believers near and far, living and dead–but it’s in the visible 
church that God expects you to live out your faith. Real fellowship is hard work, because 
most people are a lot like us–selfish, petty, and proud. But that’s the body God calls us to. 
 

2. Accountability: Church membership keeps us accountable. When we join a church, 
we are offering ourselves to one another to be encouraged, rebuked, corrected, and served. 
We are placing ourselves under leaders and submitting to their authority (Hebrews 13:7). We 
are saying, “I am here to stay. I want to help you grow in godliness. Will you help me to do 
the same?” 
 

3. Faithfulness: Joining the church will help your pastor and elders be more faithful 
shepherds. Hebrews 13:7 says “Obey your leaders and submit to them.” That’s the part of 
the congregation. Here’s the part of the leaders: “for they are keeping watch over your souls, 
as those will have to give an account.” The pastors and elders at Christ Covenant take very 
seriously our responsibility before God to care for the souls of our people. We try to be 
diligent in getting to know our members, in following up with them, in praying for them, and 
in being available in times of distress. 
 

4. Vows: Joining the church gives you an opportunity to make promises. When people 
become members at Christ Covenant, they make promises to pray, give, serve, attend 
worship, accept the spiritual guidance of the church, obey its teachings, and seek the things 
that make for unity, purity, and peace. These are solemn vows. And we must hold each other 
to them. When Christians don’t join a local church, they miss an opportunity to publicly make 
these promises and commit before God to be a blessing to the church and to each other. 
 

5. Joy: Joining the church allows for enjoying the riches of God’s grace in a family. 
People of all backgrounds have basic need for belonging. Real church membership points to 
the truth that we have been adopted into the family of God. While every individual is vital in 
the kingdom, Galatians 4:1-5 teaches us that we enter into a family. Week by week we join as 
that family around the table of the Word to receive and learn and be reminded of the hope 
we have as joint heirs in the kingdom of God. With joy we join in with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ to cry “Abba! Father!” 
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SMALL GROUPS 

 

Gender-specific groups of 4-10 people. Please contact Teresa Caldwell  
for women’s groups and Pastor Brian Peterson for men’s groups. 

 

 
 
 
 

In humble reliance upon the word of God and prayer, Christ Covenant Church  
is committed to worshiping God, making disciples, loving one another,  

and serving the body of Christ. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Worship Services at 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday School Classes for all ages begin at 9:00 a.m. 

 
SENIOR STAFF 

 

Kevin DeYoung, Senior Pastor 
kdeyoung@christcovenant.org  
     
Bernie Lawrence, Senior Associate Pastor 
blawrence@christcovenant.org 
     
Dave Baxter, Pastor  
dbaxter@christcovenant.org  
 
Bruce Creswell, Pastor of Senior Adults        
and Visitation 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org  
 
Zach Fulginiti, Pastor of Campus Ministry 
Zachary.fulginiti@campusoutreach.org 
    
Nathan George, Pastor of Worship 
ngeorge@christcovenant.org 
    
Mike Miller, Pastor of Outreach and Missions 
mmiller@christcovenant.org  
 
Stewart Neely, Pastor of Youth Ministry 
sneely@christcovenant.org 
 
Derek Wells, Pastor of Shepherding              
and Discipleship 
dwells@christcovenant.org 
 

Teresa Caldwell, Director of Women’s Ministry 
tcaldwell@christcovenant.org  
 
David Chambers, Director of Middle        
School  Ministry 
dchambers@christcovenant.org 
 
Mark Davis, Head of Covenant Day School 
mdavis@covenantday.org 
 
Rick Ely, Director of Operations 
rely@christcovenant.org 
 
Bob Goudzwaard, Director of Pastoral Care 
bgoudzwaard@christcovenant.org 
 
Sandy Spitz, Senior Director of Church 
Administration 
sspitz@christcovenant.org 
 
Amy Wallace, Director of Children’s Ministry 
awallace@christcovenant.org 
 
Blair Smith, Adult Education Coordinator 
bsmith@christcovenant.org 
 
Mike Kruger, Teacher in Residence 
mkruger@rts.edu 

 

NEW TO CHRIST COVENANT? 
We hope you will visit the Guest Center in the main lobby so we can meet you! 

If you have children with you today, we encourage you to stop by the Children’s Ministry 
Welcome Center in the north lobby where a staff member will greet and assist you. 
Interested in a small group? Please contact Ministry Administrator, Jenny Blackmon 

at jblackmon@christcovenant.org. 
 
 

 


