
Sunday, January 19, 2020

Strategic  initiative: Shepherding 
proJect group | The Shepherding 
Project Group has been tasked with 
creating a new shepherding design 
model for Christ Covenant that 
will serve to spiritually care for our 
congregation. Please join us in praying 
for this Project Group:

• For our communication with the 
leadership and the congregation,

• For wisdom and communication for 
the pastors and elders as they connect 
with their pastoral and shepherding 
groups. pray for the perSecuted church| 

Pray for believers around the world 
who are at significant risk for severe 
persecution, even the loss of their lives, 
because they have confessed faith in 
Christ. Pray we will think often of our 
brothers and sisters in danger and pray 
for God’s presence with them as they 
endure increasing hatred and risk of 
attack. 

Supported WorkerS of the Week:  
Jay & Brandi raWlS | Brandi is the 
Women’s Development Coordinator, 
training and shepherding women 
in leadership in the 8 regions of the 
Campus Outreach East Coast Network.  
Pray for them as they continue to 
raise monthly support. Pray for the 
content Brandi is developing to train 
staff women for leadership roles. Pray 
for them as they seek to honor God in 
their marriage and in serving the local 
church.

unreached people group: dhimar in 
india | The Dhimar people live mainly 
in the Central Provinces of India. 
There are 0.01% known believers out 
of a population of 1,822,000. Dhimar 
people are mostly Hindus. Central 
India remains a pioneer mission 
field, but outreach and response are 
increasing, reflecting persecution levels. 
Pray for mission agencies working to 
send people to Central India for the 
gospel to be proclaimed.

itemS for prayer thiS Week:

local preSBytery: Sovereign Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, NC – 
Rev. Dr. William Barcley

Sympathy to: 
Family and friends of our long-time 

member, Ruth Hood. 

Anita Van Beek on the death of    
her mother, Willemina De Zoete.

Allen Carrick on the death of         
his mother, Naomi Carrick.

 Congratulations to:
Stewart and Gabe Neely on 
the birth of their daughter,                 

Eden Elisabeth Neely.

Jeremy and Lauren Wanamaker 
on the birth of their son,                 
Paul Jacob Wanamaker.

elder & deacon nominationS 
The Session of our church will receive and consider nominations for the offices 
of elder and deacon during the month of January with the last day to submit 
nominations on January 31. To be considered, the nominee must be male, a member 
of our church for at least two years by his election (June 2020), and nominated by 
two congregational members who are from different families. Nomination forms 
are available at the Information Desk in the main lobby and the tables outside the 
worship center doors. Completed forms may be given to a current officer, sent to 
Pastor Bernie Lawrence, or dropped in the offering. If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Bernie Lawrence at blawrence@christcovenant.org or at     
704-708-6110.

mealS With our 
Supported WorkerS

Would you, your family, or small group 
be willing to host a visiting supported 
worker (missionary) for a meal during 
our Missions Conference? We have 
several supported workers arriving  
Saturday, February 15, through Tuesday, 
February 18. This is a great way to get 
to know a supported worker and what 
is going on around the world.  If you 
are interested, contact Karen Chambers 
at kchambers@christcovenant.org.

faith promiSe at Work      
We have 11 supported workers 
(missionaries) serving in restricted 
areas including the Middle East, North 
Africa, and Southeast Asia. When you 
give to Faith Promise, your gift helps 
these supported workers share the 
gospel in a gospel-starved part of the 
world.

international cookie 
BakerS needed

We will be serving coffee, tea, and 
cookies from around the world during 
our joint Sunday School during 
the missions conference on Sunday, 
February 16. We have several simple 
recipes for cookies. If you would like 
to serve in this way, sign up using the 
link, select your cookie, and bring 2 
dozen. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0D4FAA6-bake.  

 Short term 
miSSionS intereSt 

meeting 
Are you interested in taking a short 
term mission trip? If so, we hope to 
see you tonight, Sunday, January 19, 
7:30pm in the high school auditorium 
in the lower CLC. Come learn how you 
might be part of a summer mission trip 
to either Atlantic City, NJ or Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico. Questions? Contact Jan 
Adams at jadams@christcovenant.org.

miniStry to men 
felloWShip BreakfaSt

Come for food, fellowship, and prayer 
with your brothers in Christ at our 
next fellowship breakfast on Saturday, 
February 1, from 7-8:30am at Stacks 
Kitchen. Terry Dixon is speaking on 
“Proven Strategies for Effectively Caring 
for Aging Family Members.” RSVP 
by January 31 at ChristCovenant.org. 
Only cost is your breakfast!
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Watching our Budget 
Thank you for your tithes and gifts to all of the ministries of Christ Covenant. 

Please continue to pray for God’s provision throughout 2020.
Inflow 1/1/20 – 1/12/20 Actual $ Budget $ Difference $ % (-) or +

Operating Budget 149,462 204,000 -54,538 -26.7% 
Faith Promise Budget 8,446 9,000 -554 -6.2%

calendar of eventS
This list shares special one-time and monthly events and the start of weekly programs. 
See our website for our full calendar and the E-Courier (found on the News webpage) for 
a complete list of what is coming up this week, along with additional announcements.

thiS Week (January 19 - January 25)
Jan 19 • New Membership class (9am)
Jan 19 • Women’s prayer meeting (4:45pm)
Jan 19 • Missions interest meeting (7:30pm)
Jan 21 • Monthly day of prayer
Jan 23 • American Heritage Girls & Trail Life (6:45pm)

miniStry highlight: chooSe life 
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;                                                                                                                                             
                    Psalm 16:11a

Today has been designated as Sanctity of Life Sunday, the start of a week of events 
and reports updating America on the impact of a ruling made on Roe v Wade 
by the Supreme Court forty-seven years ago. The statistics are stunning. Millions 
of legal procedures have snuffed out millions of lives. An industry has sprung up 
around what is euphemistically labeled “pro-choice,” and a calloused society no 
longer recoils when they hear politicians and public figures insist that abortion is a 
right, even a higher good for a woman whose personal goals would be put aside if 
she were to allow a pregnancy to interrupt her life.

On Friday hundreds of thousands of people who disagree with Roe v. Wade will 
fill the streets of Washington and the offices of their Senators and Representatives. 
Little attention will be paid by the media or their fellow citizens. It would seem 
pointless to protest after so many years. Surely, there must be some ways to end the 
epidemic of elective abortions. There must be opportunities for each of us to have 
a part in changing attitudes and saving lives.

In God’s providence there are many different Christian organizations who welcome 
individuals and groups who want to get involved in the Right to Life movement. 
Together, they provide options for anyone who wants to be a part of this work to 
add their support through prayer, political action, personal interaction, or provision 
for women who feel they have no choice but to end their pregnancies.

Here are a few of the local and national organizations that would welcome your 
willingness to work with them to rescue women in crisis and the children whose 
lives depend on their decisions.

Charlotte Pregnancy Resource Center / Human Coalition prccharlotte.com  
Working to make abortion unthinkable and unavailable in our city by reaching and 
serving one abortion-seeking woman at a time 

Cities4Life Charlotte charlotte.cities4life.org  Working to change the culture 
by mobilizing the Body of Christ to speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. Serving as sidewalk counselors and offering a network of resources to 
women who change their minds about their scheduled procedures.

Feminists for Life feministsforlife.org  Working to engage young women on 
college campuses with the message that “women deserve better than abortion” and 
advocating for changes that allow mothers to be able to continue their educations 
while pregnant. Feminists for Life also work in the public sector to assure that the 
pro-life principles of the women who secured freedoms like the right to vote are 
never ignored by history.

40 Days for Life 40daysforlife.com  Works to call the people of God to prayer 
for the specific challenges faced by the pro-life movement and to praise Him for 
His mercy in changing the hearts of former abortion providers and staff members, 
mothers-to-be, government officials, and believers who commit to pray. 

For additional options, email communications@christcovenant.org 

hinged
Christ Covenant Church is hosting 
Hinged, the 2020 PCA Women’s 
Conference, January 31 - February 1. 
Spots are filling up fast with the last 
day to register on January 20. There 
are Friday and/or Saturday attendance 
options and reduced registration for 
high school and college students! For 
details and registration, visit https://
pcacdm.org/hinged-conferences/. 
Questions? Connect with Staci Poston 
at sposton@christcovenant.org.

 tom groelSema’S 
inStallation 
celeBration 

We are looking forward to welcoming 
Tom and Sheri Groelsema and 
celebrating his installation on Sunday, 
January 26, with a light refreshment 
reception after the evening service. If 
you are interested in providing cookies 
for the reception, please sign up at 
ChristCovenant.org.

Set free miniStry 
men’S Small group

Are you interested in joining a men’s 
small group focused on accountability 
and discussion around sexual 
temptation? If so, the Set Free Men’s 
Ministry has two groups (one for single 
men and one for married men) starting 
on January 27. The groups are facilitated 
by Bob Medeiros and Theo Facinoli. If 
you are interested in joining a group, 
please email us at Theo.Facinoli@
gmail.com or rmedeiros6767@gmail.
com.

 Sanctity of life 
reSource taBle 

If you or someone close to you is one 
of the many women in our community 
struggling with the pain, grief and 
regret of a past abortion decision, this 
in-depth study of the forgiveness of 
God is for you. It is a gift from Caleb 
Ministries (www.calebministries.org). 
Use it to learn more about the hope of 
peace and complete restoration God 
provides through His gift of grace. Look 
for the Caleb Ministries table in the 
North Lobby or visit www.abbeysplace.
org. for more information. 

 paideia Book cluB 
In partnership with RTS Paideia 
Center for Theological Discipleship, 
we are hosting a theological reading 
group again this Spring. The book 
club starts meeting February 26. Visit 
ChristCovenant.org to register & to 
learn more. 


