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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

“Who Would Have Believed….” 
 
We have been blessed to have Marjorie Kempton as a part of our senior adult community, these last eight 
years. She had a ministry of presence that was characterized by her faithfulness to the house of God. More 
than once she would say that coming to Christ Covenant Church was for her “the frosting on the cake!” 
 
Unless providentially hindered, you would see Marjorie in Sunday School, morning and evening worship, 
Tuesday night prayer meeting, and all the extras including Joy Singers rehearsals, monthly luncheons, and 
on our retreats. This was her lifestyle of 60 plus years that I have witnessed! Out of her ministry of presence, 
she had a ministry of service, as experienced by many of you and me. Reflecting how the Lord in His mercy 
used Marjorie in my life, several thoughts began to formulate. 
 
As she was getting out of the car, we both recognized each other. Though it had been over 40 years, she 
greeted me, “Well, who would have ever thought…!” Immediately, we started to recall those days at 
Halethorpe Community Church, which we regularly continued over the next eight years.   
 
As we would talk about those days and those saints who are now in Heaven, I was reminded how much of 
an impact they had on my life back then and even now. Being around them, I was introduced to how they 
viewed life and what mattered to them at this stage in their life. At Wednesday night prayer meeting, they 
lifted their praise and poured out their hearts for the unsaved and for missions. Invited by them to attend 
Bible conferences and camps, they introduced me to great teaching and Bible teachers. The time spent with 
them deepened both my understanding and my admiration for their lives and their stories. You might say that 
my foundation for serving as pastor of senior adults was being formed. 
 
Paul poses the question in I Corinthians 4:7b, “What do you have that you did not receive?” Their impact and 
their reinvestment in me as a young boy refreshes my heart even now with thanksgiving. Looking back, I see 
God’s providential hand navigating me through their examples, encouragement, and prayers. How blessed I 
am for knowing these seniors who have finished the race and are now a part of the “great cloud of witnesses.”  
 
 One way that I can honor them and pass on their love for Christ and His Church is to shepherd well our 
senior adult community. Many of our folks are reinvesting in the lives of the younger generations like those I 
knew growing up. They are passing on the love of Christ in their encouragement and examples and in their 
prayers.  
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Marjorie now joins these folks that we both knew for many years. She was ready to go to be with her Lord. 
As not to forget those people the Lord put in my life, I have a little “Book of Remembrance” with their names 
recorded. It is a good reminder to me that I am where I am, and what I am is by the grace of God and by 
those He has sent in my life.   
 
But all of this points to what awaits us on the horizon. I Thessalonians 4:16-18, “For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with a voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet 
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore, 
encourage with these words.” 
 
Even so come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

HYMN HISTORY 
                      Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 
 

Windsor on the Thames, with its royal castle, is 
one of England's most popular tourist attractions. 
Samuel Stone's ministry was located here among 
the poorer at the outskirts of town. 
 
Samuel Stone was a fighter. He stood up for what 
he believed, and if local "toughs" threatened the 
neighborhood, he was not afraid to take them on. 
In the Church of England, Stone was regarded as 
a fundamentalist, opposing the liberal theological 
tendencies of his day. 
 
When he was twenty-seven, he wrote a collection 
of hymns based on the Apostles' Creed. This 
hymn, taken from that collection, is based on the 
article in the creed regarding the church as the 
body of Christ. 
 
Two years later, Anglicans from around the world 
met to discuss the crucial theological issues that 
were raging in the church. Significantly, they chose 
Stone's hymn as the processional for their historic 
conference. 
 
 
 

The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation by water and the word. 
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy 
bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He 
died. 
 

Elect from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food 
And to one hope she presses, with every grace 
endued. 
 

Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,  
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
Till, with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious shall be the church at 
rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is 
won. 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with 
Thee. 

Samuel John Stone (1839-1900) 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE for the Senior Retreat! 
 

September 22-25th 

at Bonclarken Conference Center 

in lovely Flat Rock, NC 

Guest Speaker: Paul Engle 
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A GREAT IDEA! 
Submitted by Harriet Marshall 

 
As a new widow three years ago, I had the difficult task of disposing of my deceased husband’s belongings 
– clothes, etc.  But one thing I knew I’d never get rid of was his wedding ring.  Then one day I saw Miriam 
Jones’s beautiful necklace with her husband’s wedding ring in the shape of a heart on a lovely chain.  I said, 
“That’s it!  That’s what I want to do with David’s wedding band!”   
 
So I went to a jeweler in Matthews and showed him a picture of Miriam’s necklace and asked if he could do 
that for me.  He said, “It’s beautiful!  Of course, I can.”  He did and I love the results. 
 
So, this information is for you widows who would like to do the same with your husband’s wedding band.  My 
jeweler retired and is no longer available, but Kings Jewelers has agreed to do this for you.  They are located 
at 1819 Matthews Township Pkwy., Suite 400 in Matthews Festival Shopping Center on Rt. 51 (a few doors 
down from Dairy Queen and the Bird Store).  I already had a gold chain that I wanted to use for mine, but if 
you don’t, you could purchase one at Kings.  They have set the price for making the wedding band into the 
heart shape that can go on a chain and for the bale the necklace goes through, but you will not have to pay 
for the mold. Give Kings Jewelers a call at 704-841-2013 or go see them – I think you’ll be very glad you did. 
 
 

 
Miriam’s Ring 

 
 

 
 

 
Harriet’s Ring 

 

 

Thrive over 55 
Senior Living Expo 

Friday, March 20 
9:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Community Life Center 
Free Admission 

Complimentary Breakfast & Lunch (please register) 
 

Connect with community resources to stay 

active during retirement.  
Learn about nutrition & health care.  

Grow through many 
more educational opportunities! 

 

Register with Charlotte Media Group at 704-849-2261. 
There will also be a sign-up sheet at Sunday School. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 Betty McClain 

  2 Butch Barkman 

  4 Harriett Carney 

  6 Beth Sulzmann 

  6 Norma Toenjes 

11 Donn Toney 

11 Helen Brown 

12 Norm Petty 

14 Tom Theyson 

27 Norma Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 
 

  3 Bernie & Norma Coleman 

  4 Robert & Rosemary Adams 

15 Joe & Judy Massengill 

18 Lance & Donna Whitehead 

21 Steve & Susan Sperry 

 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the April newsletter are due to Jane Yancey no 
later than March 20th.  Please send them to her at 
jane@yancey.com  

 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
By:  Mary Newton 

 

March 6, 2020 
12:00 Noon, CLC 

 

 
The March luncheon will be held on Friday, March 6th, in the CLC.  Mary Newton and her team will prepare 
beef stew with salad and garlic bread for a $3.00 donation.  Our speaker will be intern Ben Traynor.  I hope all 
will come out and support him. 

 
 
 

 
 

By:  Dot Branson 
 

March 13th, 11:30 am 
Trio’s Restaurant 

 

We will be expecting you at our Ladies’ Luncheon on Friday, March 13, at 11:30 at Trio’s Restaurant.  The 
address is 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy. (off Hwy. 51).  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us! 
 
 

 

MEN’S LUNCH 
By:  Dave Ruths 

 

Friday, February 21st, 11:30 am 
Park Place Restaurant 

 

The Senior Men’s Lunch will be on Friday, March 20th, at 11:30 at Park Place Restaurant.  Don’t miss the 
opportunity for feeding on and sharing in GOOD food, fellowship, and spiritual matters. 
 
 
 

 
JOY SINGERS 

 
Joy Singers, directed by Pam Eash, meets at the church every Monday at 1:30 pm.  New voices are welcomed as 
we lift our voices together to sing praises to the Lord.  Come join us! 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
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