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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

I MISS 
 

This is the first Easter Sunday that I have missed being in the Lord’s House. Instead, Carolyn and I are at 
home watching our worship service on YouTube!  
 
So far, I have missed a month of Sundays, MISSING: 

 
 The corporate worship on the Lord’s Day: 

• Jointly entering the call to worship, the praising of God in song, the public confession of our 
faith, the uniting of our hearts in prayers of adoration, confession and intercession, and the 
giving of our tithes and offerings. 

• God’s covenant people identifying themselves TOGETHER, away from the world and the 
cares of life, to worship the living God. 

• Yes, this is a part of our weekly discipline. We come out of habit, out of obligation, but also 
out of love to our Triune God. 

• Timothy Dwight put it in these words: 
 

“I love Thy Kingdom Lord, The house of Thine abode, 
The Church blest Redeemer saved With His own precious blood.” 

 
 The congregation singing together:  

• There is something about joining in and singing the great hymns and gospel songs together. 

• Easter Sunday is when we sing triumphantly as God’s children, “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today” and “Christ Arose.” 

• As we sing, we are assisted by our choir and our worship pastor leading us in music and 
encouraging us to sing out to the LORD! 

• It is Christ honoring when our hearts and our voices are blended together in song, as well as 
encouraging each other in the Lord.  

• Hearing the songs reverberate from our hearts is noticeable when we sing acapella and is 
also witnessed by the expressions on our faces and the lifting up of holy hands.  

• God’s people are a singing people, and that is so true of Christ Covenant Church. 

 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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The observing of the ordinances of the Church: 

• We have the Lord’s Table the first Sunday of the month. Together we physically partake of 
the elements. 

• You cannot do that on live streaming. 

• As the elders serve the flock, and the flock in turn serve each other, and the pastors serve the 
elders, and the elders serve the pastors, the priesthood of the believer is modeled and carried 
out. 

• Our confession of faith, the Westminster Confession of Faith in 27:4 & 29:2, explains the 2 
sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) must be carried out by an ordained minister of 
the Gospel, meaning a mother or father or an individual cannot administer the elements.  

• The WCF 29.2, states that the minister is instructed to give the elements only to those “present 
in the congregation,” meaning the people must be physically present where the ordained 
minister is. 

• Horatius Bonar wrote, 
 

“For the bread and for the wine, For the pledge that seals Him mine, For the words of 
love divine, WE give Thee thanks, O Lord.” 

 
 The fellowship of God’s people: 

• What an encouragement to be around those of like precious faith and walk together on the 
Emmaus Road of fellowship. 

• Bearing one another’s burden, praying for one another, and building up one another in our 
most holy faith. 

• I miss the handshakes, the greetings, the smiles, the hugs, the sharing of prayer requests, 
and just seeing each other’s faces. 

• How blessed are these words,  
 

“Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love. 
The fellowship of kindred minds Is like to that above.” 

 
I know that our dear homebound members know in a far deeper way the sentiments I have tried to share 
with you. Some have for several years been confined to their homes and not able to be active in weekly 
worship service. Yet, amid their confinement, the Lord, indeed, has been their Shepherd and has led them 
in green pastures. 

 
I look forward to the day that we are back together on the Lord’s Day in His House. Remember verse 4 of 
“Blest Be the Tie?” I find it appropriate to close with: 

 

 “When we asunder part, It gives us inward pain; 
 But we shall still be joined in heart, And hope to meet again.” A-men. 
 

REACHING OUT WHILE WITHIN 
 

There are many who are out on the front line putting their lives at risk to help those who are sick and those 
of use who are not able to get out.  I think of those doctors, nurses, EMT, pharmacists, postal workers, 
delivery personnel, law enforcement, first responders, plus attendants at gas stations, grocery stores, drug 
stores, restaurant servers, sanitation workers, and the list goes on. 

 
Why don’t each one of us pick out a few of those mentioned above and pray for them.  In fact, why don’t you 
send a card of encouragement and thank them for their service, tell them you are praying for them, and 
include a Scripture verse of encouragement. 
 
Do you know we have doctors, nurses, law enforcement officers, and others here in our church who are 
risking their lives daily to serve others?  What a great opportunity to encourage those who are serving and 
sacrificing for us. 
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HYMN HISTORY 
                      Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 
 

Matthew Bridges became a convert to Roman 
Catholicism at the age of forty-eight and published 
this hymn three  years later under the title "The 
Song of the Seraphs."  Godfrey Thring, an 
Anglican clergyman, added several stanzas to the 
hymn about thirty years later, with Bridge's 
approval.  So a Roman Catholic layman and an 
Anglican cleric, who probably never met, were co-
authors of a hymn about heaven, where Christians 
of every tribe and tongue and denomination will 
crown Him Lord of all. 
 
One aspect that Godfrey Thring felt was missing in 
the original hymn was a stanza on the 
Resurrection, and so he added "His glories now we 
sing/Who died and rose on high,/Who died, eternal 
life to bring,/ And lives, that death may die.” 
 
At a large gathering at the Royal Albert Hall in 
London in 1905, the Bible Society was celebrating 
its centennial. Congratulatory messages were 
read from rulers of many lands, including Great 
Britain and the United States. Then the moderator 
of the meeting said, "Now that we have read these 
addresses from earthly rulers, let us turn our mind 
to the King of kings. We will sing, 'Crown Him with 
Many Crowns.'" 
 

 
 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of life,  
Who triumphed o'er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save; 
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring,  
And lives, that death may die. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
Whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
And all be prayer and praise; 
His reign shall know no end,  
And round His pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of love; 
Behold His hands and side, 
Those wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer hail! 
For thou hast died for me; 
The praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE for the Senior Retreat! 
 

September 22-25th 

at Bonclarken Conference Center 

in lovely Flat Rock, NC 

Guest Speaker: Paul Engle 

 

 

Thrive over 55 
Senior Living Expo 

 
Please note that the date is being changed to June, although the exact date has not yet been determined. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Submitted by Hugh Wise 

 

DARK AGENDA, 
The War to Destroy Christianity 

By David Howoritz 
 

This is a truly unique book.  The author is Jewish, and 
he is defending Christianity. 
 
Remember President Regan's quote: "Freedom is 
never more than one generation away from 
extinction.  We do not pass it to our children in the 
bloodstream.  It must be fought for, protected, and 
handed on for them to do the same."  We must 
recognize the evil war against Christianity and the 
battlefield we are on; a secular republic built by 
Christians. Progressives seek transformation of 
humankind via their anti-God hatred. 
 
Consider how their war has been waged by 
misleading terms such as pro-choice, gay, 
recreational marijuana, Happy Holiday, religion of 
peace, workplace violence, victims, hate speech, 
tolerance, etc.  All these softer terms are now 
mainstream and have led to the softening of Christian 
values.  We've seen in the last 50 years how the anti-
God groups have experienced alarming success. 
 
Howowitz minces no words.  He clearly identifies the 
progressives as liberators in their own minds.  They 
are Marxist who espouse their communist 'social 
justice' agenda.  Disagree and you are labeled bigot, 
racist, homophobe, etc.  Love of America is now 
labeled 'white nationalism'.  Jesus is not divine, the 
Bible is a myth, and their god is secularism. 
 
The negative impact on Christianity these actions 
have precipitated are enormous: 
▪ 1962--school and public domain prayer virtually 

eliminated. 
▪ 1973--Roe vs. Wade was and still is an intense 

war. 

• Abortion has a racist element since 80 of the 
clinics are in black, urban areas and some cities 
abort more black babies each year than black 
births. 

▪ 2015--Same sex marriage assaults God's 
sovereignty. 

 
Many anti-God books, such as God is Not Great, 
have received accolades from the progressive 
media.  Textbook references to God have been 
deleted, and national monuments are altered or 
removed, not to mention the Ten 
Commandments.  Who can forget Madalyn Murray 
O'Hare or Margaret Sanger, proponent of eugenics 
and founder of Planned Parenthood?  The 
glorification of AIDS 'victims' did not advance the 
kingdom. 
 
Religious liberty is the foundation of all American 
freedoms, but we have moved toward a totalitarian 
state, especially under President Obama, who 
made it a criminal offense to discuss Christianity in 
the military.  The key first amendment includes the 
establishment clause which has been liberally 
interpreted, and the free exercise of religion 
clause has received a very narrow interpreta-
tion.  Various doctrines, such as the resurrection, 
have been attacked. 
 
This book is a great read which increases our 
understanding of the evil we are fighting. 
 
 
 
 

SENIORS MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP 
ACTIVITIES 

 
For the month of May, there will be: 
 

▪ NO First Friday Luncheon 
▪ NO Ladies Luncheon 
▪ NO Men’s Luncheon 
▪ NO Joy Singers 

 
We pray that we will soon be able to join each other 
in fellowship and activities and that this virus that is 
keeping us all at home will disappear and not cause 
any more sickness. 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the May newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey no later than May 20th.  Please send them 
to her at jane@yancey.com  

 
 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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LIFE STORIES 

Submitted by Fran Wise 

Bored, looking for something to do?  Then I have 
the answer for you!!  Since we have some free time 
on our hands, may I suggest you write your life 
story.  We have a goal of 35 new stories this year, 
and Patty Marion and I would love to have yours to 
put in our books.  Don't remember if you have 
written yours?  Call me or Patty and we can tell you. 

Don't know what to write? I am glad you asked. 
Listed below are the areas which we think are 
important. Use these as a guide, grab a pen and 
some paper, and write your story.  

I. Where were you born?  Tell interesting facts 
about your family. 

II. Main events in your life . . . jobs, marriage, 
military service, churches, etc. 

III. How did you come to know the Lord? 
IV. What experiences or Scriptures have 

helped you grow spiritually? 
V. What would you like to say to the next  
VI. generation?  

Write it in long hand or on the computer, but just 
write it.  We will receive it and prepare it for printing.  
I promise you once you get started, you will finish it.  
You can have it done by the time we are released 
from our ‘quarantine’!  We look forward to receiving 
many. 

Happy Writing! 

 

 

 
 

STARRY NIGHT 
Submitted by Nancy O’Neil 

 
THE STARS are swirling brightly in the midst of a dark 
tumultuous night while below a small village lies 
serenely with a church magnificently placed in its 
center. Many times I have seen this picture in books 
and illustrations of Vincent Van Gogh’s painting 
“STARRY NIGHT”. However, until I read a devotional 
in “All to Jesus” by Robert J Morgan, I never knew that 
Vincent van Gogh early on had chosen the ministry 
and poured himself into his Bible and longed to bring 
others to Christ. “Woe is me”, he said, “if I do not 
preach the Gospel; if I did not aim at that and possess 
faith and hope in Christ, it would be bad for me 
indeed.” 
 
However, people did not like Vincent’s sermons and 
he found little support among fellow preachers 
according to Morgan and later abandoned the 
ministry. He turned from the pulpit to the easel. When 
his mental and emotional health declined and his art 
seemed unappreciated, despair crept over him. It was 
like a deepening dream visualized in some of his 
artwork until he shot and killed himself at age thirty-
seven.  
 
Many theories have tried to explain his troubled life, 
but Morgan suggests the best explanation is that of 
Solomon, another man who turned from God and 
found that without the Lord, there is no peace or 
purpose for which to live. He explained that in 
Ecclesiastes, Solomon found that without God 
everything, including hard work, pleasure, alcohol, 
sex, reading, and artistic endeavors was vanity. 
Morgan sums up his thoughts by concluding, “Without 
Christ, all is vanity even when it is easy; with Him, all 
is well even when it is hard.” 
 
“Vanity of vanities,“ says the Preacher; “Vanity of 
vanities. ALL is vanity.” Ecclesiastes 1:2 
 
I appreciated his thoughts and thought some others in 
our class might also. Even though life has changed 
recently and become harder in some aspects because 
of a dreadful virus called Covid 19, our hope continues 
to center around Christ. Praise to God our magnificent 
Savior through His Son Jesus Christ. I pray that our 
lives show the grace that he has given.  
 



 
 

 

 
  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  3 Ann Mudge 

  5 Angela Pacey 

  7 Lyndon Kelly 

  8 Hutch Hutchinson 

  9 Carson Weaver 

10 Jim Stevenson 

15 Bob Mantell 

18 Kass Goebel 

18 Rosalie Kirkley 

18 Judy Massengill 

19 Bob Black 

19  Miriam Jones 

23 Biff Bracy 

24 Fran Wise 

25 Liz West 

26 Angela Parlante 

29 Henry Mills 

30 Gordon Jacobs 

 

 

 
 

  5 Mitch & Leslie Allison 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTRASTS 
 

For every sunset there’s a sunrise, 
For every winter comes a spring, 
For every word in anger spoken 

There’s joy and gladness kind words bring. 
 

For every raindrop there’s a sunbeam, 
For every tear a lovely smile, 

For every storm a promise given –  
This too shall pass in just awhile. 

 
Life’s made of contrasts, sweet and bitter, 

And into each life both must fall; 
But, be it trial or be it blessing 

We know God’s hand is in it all. 
 

If life were always bright and happy 
Would we then seek help from above, 

Or know the joy when breaks the morning 
With rainbowed skies of hope and love? 

 
       Beverly J. Anderson 

 
 
 

“ . . . when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light 
to me.”  Micah 7:8 
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