
2020 Candidates for Elder and Deacon

ELDER CANDIDATES

Tracy Blackmon  |  tracy.blackmon@live.com
Tracy grew up in Heath Springs, SC and graduated from the University of South Carolina with a BSEE in Electrical Engineering. 
He has worked for Duke Energy for most of his career. Tracy and his wife, Jenny, joined the church in 1995 and married in 
1996. They have two girls, ages 14 and 17. Tracy has been active in the church orchestra, playing trumpet. He was ordained 
as a deacon in 2015 and now feels the call to elder. He was raised in a Christian home, and since his baptism, Tracy says that 

God has been graciously and lovingly leading him through the sanctification process. His gifts are mercy, service and administration.

Steve Caldwell  |  scaldwell@appreciationfinancial.com
Steve has lived in Charlotte his entire life. He graduated from UNCC with a degree in Accounting and is semi-retired as an 
insurance agent. He and Carol have been married 43 years. They have been members at Christ Covenant for four years and 
have four grown children. Steve doesn’t remember a time when he didn’t trust Jesus. He was a PCA ruling elder at Grace 
Church in Harrisburg, NC and is looking forward to using his talents to equip God’s people at Christ Covenant. His gifts are 

teaching, exhortation and mercy.

John Faber  |  john.p.faber@gmail.com
John was born in Chicago, IL. He received a BSEE from the University of Illinois and an MBA from Northwestern University. He 
retired in 2018 as Senior Manager for Sargent & Lundy (architect/engineer). John has been married to Carol for 33 years. They 
have three grown children. John and Carol have been attending Christ Covenant for five years. John came to know Christ when 
he was 13 years old. He feels that he has been called to the elder position to serve the body of the church. He has been active 

in the Kendal ministry and as a worship coordinator. His gifts are project management, serving and hospitality.

Josh Grissom  |  joshuagrissom@yahoo.com
Josh was born in Mississippi. He graduated from Mississippi College with a BS in Business Administration and earned his law 
degree from Ole Miss. After serving in the Air Force, he joined TTI and eventually moved to Charlotte in 2015. He and his wife, 
Samantha, have been married for 13 years and have four children, ages 5-11. Josh was raised in a Christian home and became 
a believer at a young age. Since joining the church in 2016, Josh has served as a worship coordinator, taught children’s 
worship time and subbed in Children’s Ministry. He is currently on the Board of Covenant Day School. Josh’s gifts are teaching, 

encouragement and hospitality.

Patrick Keaton  |  pkeaton@us.ibm.com
Patrick was born in Greensboro, NC and has lived in Charlotte since 1997. He went to Georgia State and earned a business 
degree. He works as a Sales Executive for IBM. Patrick and Marianne have been married since 1994 and have three boys, ages 
18-22. Both were discipled by a couple using the book of John, and Patrick surrendered his life to Christ a month later. He 
has served as a deacon at Christ Covenant since 2003 and now feels called to the office of elder. His spiritual gifts are mercy, 

shepherding and evangelism.

CHRIST
COVENANT

These officer candidates have been nominated by members of the congregation 
and are commended to you by the Session for congregational approval. 

New candidates have successfully completed the leadership training class and passed written and 
oral exams. Returning sabbatical officer candidates, in addition to successfully completing the 
leadership training class and written and oral exams at the time of their ordination, have been 
examined recently for their theological views and the welfare of their personal and family lives.



RETURNING SABBATICAL ELDER CANDIDATES

Ken Dabbs  |  0924dabbs@gmail.com
Ken grew up in Statesville and has been in Charlotte since 1985. He and Tara have been married 27 years and have two grown 
sons. Ken has a BS in Business and recently earned his master’s in Strategic Communications. Ken and Tara have been 
members of Christ Covenant since 1997. He was ordained as an elder in 2008, feeling called to shepherd, teach, and come 
alongside fellow brothers and sisters to encourage their faith, hope, and joy in growing and serving the Lord together.

Curt Johnson  |  cjohnson@johnsonip.com
Curt was born in Memphis, TN. He has an MBA from the University of Memphis and M.A.T.S. and M.A.C.C. degrees from RTS 
Charlotte. He and Gwen have been married 38 years and have seven grown children. They have lived in Charlotte and been 
Christ Covenant members since 1992. Curt gave his life to Christ in junior high. He has enjoyed the call to serve the body of 
Christ as an elder for 18 years and has watched the Holy Spirit transform the lives of Christ Covenant members and their 

families. His gifts are counseling and teaching, and he enjoys mission-related work. He and Gwen recently served for a year with Esk Valley 
Church in Edinburgh, Scotland and serve on the vision casting team with City to City Europe.

Mark Palardy  |  mrpalardy@gmail.com
Mark was born in Connecticut and has been a member of Christ Covenant for 22 years. He and Tricia have been married 35 
years and have five children, ages 18+. Mark was raised a Roman Catholic and surrendered his life to the Holy Spirit’s call in 
1976. He was ordained as an elder in 2000 and remains committed to uphold God’s Word as our only rule of faith and practice.

Jason Shannon  |  jashannon@yahoo.com
Jason was born in Nashville, TN and has lived in Charlotte 22 years. He and Elana have three children, ages 14-19, and have 
been married since 1998. Jason earned a BA in economics from Furman University and is the Executive Vice President for 
Quality Builders Warranty Corp. Jason was ordained as an elder in 2015, but previously served as a deacon since 2008. He 
grew up in a Christian home and desires to serve the church with his gifts, time and treasure.

DEACON CANDIDATES

Allen Carrick  |  mallencarrick@gmail.com
Allen has lived in Charlotte for 36 years. He is originally from Thomasville, NC. Kimberlie and Allen have been married for 28 
years and have two grown boys. Allen graduated from Catawba College and worked for Duke Energy (in accounting and the 
treasury department) for 35 years before retiring in June 2019. The Carricks have been members of Christ Covenant for 30 
years. Allen grew up in a Christian home and came to know the Lord in his youth. He has been active as a worship coordinator, 

children’s Sunday school teacher and SOAR coach. His gifts are administration, service and mercy.

Barney Megargee  |  barney.megargee@gmail.com
Barney has lived in Charlotte for 26 years. He was born in Overbrook, PA and received a BS in Criminal Justice from Westfield 
State University. He works for Wells Fargo as an investigator. Barney and Nancy have been married nine years. They have a 
blended marriage with five grown children between them. Barney joined the church in 2017 but has been attending since 2009. 
He has been active in DivorceCare and the choir, along with small groups. He feels called to the office of deacon to serve the 

members of Christ Covenant in various ways. His gifts are encouragement and mercy.

Min Shin  |  mcshin@gmail.com
Min was born in Seoul, South Korea and has lived in Charlotte for 19 years. Min is an Associate Dean for Research, College of 
Computing and Informatics at UNCC. He received his PhD in Computer Science from the University of South Florida. He and 
Jennifer have been married 16 years and have five children, ages 2-14. Min has attended and was active in church for most 
of his life. However, when he turned 30, a deacon from his former church asked him a simple question and Min then realized 

he could never be saved by his good deeds and truly accepted Christ. He has served in the Kendal and children’s ministries. Min’s gifts are 
administration, discernment, and leadership.

RETURNING SABBATICAL DEACON CANDIDATES

Andy Caldwell  |  randrewc@gmail.com
Andy grew up in College Park and Peachtree City, GA, but has lived in Charlotte for more than 18 years. He has been married 
for 21 years to his wife, Teresa, and they have three children, ages 15-19. He graduated from Georgia Southern University and 
is the owner of Genesis One Productions, working as a video producer and tech entrepreneur. Andy has been a member of 
Christ Covenant since 2003. He became a Christian during college through the ministry of Campus Outreach, when God used 



fraternity brothers to share the gospel with him. He has worked in college ministry and with the global mission agency SIM USA. Andy was 
ordained as a deacon in 2009. A few of his spiritual gifts are encouragement, hospitality, leading worship and shepherding.

Brendan Kelly  |  bpkclan@carolina.rr.com
Brendan was born in Camp Lejeune, NC and has been in Charlotte since 1987. He and Lisa have been married since 1994 and 
have a married son, a daughter in college and another daughter in high school. He graduated from North Texas State University 
and is currently an American Airlines pilot. Brendan was raised Catholic and knew about Jesus from a very early age; however, 
the Lord changed Brendan’s heart forever while listening to Harry Reeder preach a sermon at Christ Covenant in 1993. Brendan 

and Lisa have been members since 1995. Brendan was ordained as a deacon in 2015 and looks forward to returning to active service.

Ryan Fuderer  |  ryanfuderer@gmail.com
Ryan is from Columbus, OH and has been in Charlotte since 2002. He has been married to Andrea for 18 years, and they have 
three children, ages 11, 9, and 6. Ryan has a bachelor’s degree in education from Miami University (Ohio) and is a middle 
school math teacher at Covenant Day School. He first heard the gospel clearly preached in college when he got involved in 
Campus Crusade for Christ. Ryan has been a deacon at Christ Covenant since 2010. His gifts are mercy and hospitality.

Keith Hudson  |  keithmhudson@yahoo.com
Keith was born in Albemarle, NC and was raised in a PCA church in Asheville but came to Christ while attending college. Keith 
has a business management degree from Wingate University and is the owner of an HVAC company. He has been married to 
Anita for 27 years. They have three grown children, all members of the church. He has been a deacon at Christ Covenant since 
2009. Helping others has always been important to Keith, which is why he enjoys serving as a deacon.

Mark Lomas  |  marklomas@carolina.rr.com
Mark grew up in South Carolina and has been in Charlotte since 1998. He finished his bachelor’s degree at the University of 
South Carolina and works at Western Governors University. He and Sherri were married at Christ Covenant, where he has been 
a member since 2002. Mark was ordained as a deacon in 2009, has served in the mercy and disaster response ministries, and 
looks forward to returning to active service.

Adam Long  |  adamblong@gmail.com
Adam was born in Wilmington, NC and has been in Charlotte for 11 years. He has been married to Ashleigh for 20 years, and 
they have three children, ages 7-16. Adam has a BS in mechanical engineering from NC State and works for Piedmont Natural 
Gas as the General Manager of Pipeline Operations. He grew up in a Methodist church and does not remember a time when he 
did not know God. Adam was ordained in 2015. He has a passion for mercy and is eager to serve the body of Christ.


