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GRACE TO YOU 
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FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING 
Psalm 103:15-18 

  
While meditating on Psalm 103:15-18, I found myself reminded that life is short and transitory. David talks 
about our lives as flowers of the field. In my Bible, there is a pressed flower that I picked while I was in Israel, 
commonly identified as a “lily of the field.” The flower was colorful and was a delight to the eyes, but it was 
very fragile and would soon wither and die before the next day. As the Pulpit Commentary points out, our 
lives flourish as the flower, we “come up in full vigor, glorious to look upon, rejoicing in youth and strength. 
But in a little time we fade, we are brought low by the wind of suffering, trouble, sickness, calamity, and die.”  
 
BUT through the “everlasting mercy” or “the steadfast love of the Lord,” though we are feeble and frail, we 
continue to be recipients of God’s goodness. David said that even in his old age he had not seen the righteous 
forsaken (Psalm 27:25). With confidence we sing, “All I have needed Thy hand has provided, Great is Thy 
faithfulness, Lord unto me.” And when we ourselves pass away and are forgotten, God’s mercy and His 
righteousness remain forever.  
 
The ESV Study Bible notes, “The faithful expect that God sets His saving love on their children’s children. 
This is the crowning privilege that God gives to His faithful: though their lives are short and appear almost 
insignificant, they may still contribute to the future well-being of the people of God by their godly parenting 
and grandparenting.”  The Lord’s steadfast love is from everlasting to everlasting even to our children’s 
children as they do His will. Mary, the mother of our Lord, included Psalm 103:17, in her “Magnificat.” As 
grandparents, we still play an important part in pointing our grandchildren to the Lord. Our effectiveness and 
encouragement, on a large part, is based on our daily drawing near to Him and growing in the Word.  That 
also includes daily praying for our growing family that they may know of His steadfast love in their daily lives.  
 
With our 2 grandsons, and their parents, Mary and Jim, we received the news of the arrival of our latest 
grandchild, Anderson Jude Creswell on July 14th, while on vacation. In three months time, the Lord has 
blessed us with 3 grandsons, giving us a total of 4 grandchildren (all boys)! Anderson is David and Allison’s 
first child. But he is also first in another sense. He is the first and only one to be born on his Great-
Grandmother Noelker’s 99th birthday! She has lived almost a century and has seen “many days” of 4 
generations: her own, her children, her children’s children, and now her children’s children’s children. With 
the arrival of Anderson comes new life and the continuation of her family. It is also a reminder of God’s Word, 
that “the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, “ which precludes 
Great-Grandmother Noelker,  all the way down to Anderson and to all his descendants that fear Him! 
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HYMN HISTORY 

                      Submitted by Peggy Dear 
 

BE YE GLAD 
 

Michael Blanchard needed one more song for the 
album called Love Lives On, which he and his wife, 
Greta were assembling. The year was 1979, and 
the world news was not good. The United States 
was absorbed with the Iranian hostage crisis, 
Genocide abounded in Cambodia, and boat people 
were going through excruciating suffering. 
Blanchard had all this on his mind when he was 
reading Psalms in the New English Bible.  
 
As he read, a small phrase seemed to jump out at 
him: "Be ye glad." Blanchard said, "The song wrote 
itself. It came out real fast. I can't take much credit, 
except for being His conduit." 
 
Blanchard had no idea that "Be Ye Glad" would 
become popular. He said, "A song I think is going 
to be a winner lays there like an egg." But this song 
which talks of our brokenness and God's great love, 
touched the hearts of people. Blanchard said, "No 
one is immune from brokenness, but there is a 
large, forgiving love that transcends our present 
state. And that is what the gladness is all about." 
 
 

In these days of confused situations, 
In these nights of a restless remorse; 
When the heart and soul of a nation 
Lays wounded and cold as a corpse, 
From the grave of an innocent Adam 
Comes a song bringing joy to the sad; 
Oh, your cry has been heard and the ransom 
Has been paid up in full, be ye glad. 
 
Oh, be ye glad, be ye glad,  
Ev'ry debt that you ever had 
Has been paid up in full by the grace of the Lord, 
Be ye glad, be ye glad, be ye glad. 
 
Now from your dungeon a rumor is stirring, 
You have heard it again and again; 
Ah, but this time the cell keys they're turning 
And outside there are faces of friends, 
And tho' your body lay weary from wasting, 
And your eyes show the sorrow they've had; 
Oh, the love that your heart has been tasting 
Has opened the gate, be ye glad. 
 

Michael Blanchard  1979 
 

 

SENIORS MONTHLY  
FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 

 
                                                         For the month of August, there will be: 

 
 NO First Friday Luncheon 

 NO Ladies Luncheon 
 NO Men’s Luncheon 
 NO Joy Singers 

 
We pray that we will soon be able to join each other in fellowship and activities and that this virus that is keeping 
us all at home will disappear and not cause any more sickness. 
 
 

THRIVE OVER 55 
 

Thrive Over 55 has been canceled. No new date at this time. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the September newsletter are due to Jane Yancey no later than August 20th.  Please send them to 
her at jane@yancey.com  

 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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LOST WORDS FROM OUR CHILDHOOD 
Submitted by Dave and Lucille Ruths 

 
1. Mergatroyd!  Do you remember that word?  Would you believe the spell-checker did not recognize the 

word Mergatroyd?  Heavens to Mergatroyd! 
 
2. The other day a not so elderly (I say 80) lady said something to her son about driving 

a Jalopy;   and he looked at her quizzically and said, "What the heck is a Jalopy?"   
      He had never heard of the word jalopy!  She knew she was old ... But not that old. 

  
3. Well, I hope you are Hunky Dory after you read this and chuckle. 
 
4. About a month ago, I illuminated some old expressions that have become obsolete because of 

the inexorable march of technology. These phrases included:  Don't touch that dial, Carbon copy, 
You sound like a broken record, and Hung out to dry. 

 
5. Back in the olden days we had a lot of moxie.  We'd put on our best bib and tucker, to straighten up 

and fly right. 
 
6. Heavens to Betsy!       Gee whillikers!              Jumping Jehoshaphat!           Holy Moley! 
 
7. We were  in like Flynn  and living the life of Riley; and even a regular guy couldn't accuse us of being 

a  knucklehead, a nincompoop or a pill.  Not for all the tea in China! 
 
8. Back in the olden days, life used to be swell, but when's the last time anything was 

swell?  Swell has gone the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of spats,   
knickers, fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes, and pedal pushers. 

 
9. Oh, my aching back!   kilroy was here, but he isn't anymore. 
 
10. We wake up from what surely has been just a short nap, and before we can say, “Well, I'll be a 

monkey's uncle!"  Or, “This is a fine kettle of fish!"  we discover that the words we grew up with, the 
words that seemed omnipresent, as oxygen, have vanished with scarcely a notice from 
our tongues and our pens and our keyboards. 

 
11. Poof, go the words of our youth, the words we've left behind.  We blink, and they are gone.  Where 

have all those great phrases gone? 
 
12. Long gone:           Pshaw,               The milkman did it.           Hey!  It's your nickel.          Don't forget to 

pull the chain.           Knee high to a grasshopper.          Well, Fiddlesticks!               Going like 
sixty.                   I'll see you in the funny papers.     Don't take any wooden nickels.           Wake up and 
smell the roses. 

 
13. It turns out there are more of these lost words and expressions than Carter has liver pills.  This can 

be disturbing stuff!  (Carter's Little Liver Pills are gone too!) 
 
14. Leaves us to wonder where Superman will find a phone booth... 
 
15. See ya later, alligator!  Okidoki. 
 
16. You'll notice they left out   "Monkey Business"!!! 
  
WE  ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FABULOUS 50'S (OR 40'S) .. NO ONE WILL EVER HAVE THAT 
OPPORTUNITY AGAIN .. WE WERE GIVEN ONE OF OUR MOST PRECIOUS GIFTS:  LIVING IN THE 
PEACEFUL AND COMFORTABLE TIMES, CREATED FOR US BY THE "GREATEST GENERATION!” 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

                1 – Al Elkin 
                1 – Vicky Henson 
                4 – Lynn McArthur 
                6 – John Little 
              11 – Robert Adams 
              12 – Larry Kirkman 
              12 – Anne Schwoebel 
              14 – Ruth Colvin 
              16 – Bruce Creswell 
              16 – Shirley Jones 
              17 – Mary Munn 
              18 – Ted Williams 
              18 – Jane Yancey 
              19 – Paul Engle 
              21 – Joe Massengill 
              21 – Lucille Ruths 
              25 – Dot Driver   
              26 – Aicy Himongala 
              27 – Peggy Dear 
              28 – Joe Cathey 
              29 – Buddy Cole 
              29 – Edith Lane 
              30 – Karen Ellis 
              31 – Barbara Speck 
 
 

 
 AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 
                9 – Jim and Carol Stoudenmier 
              19 – Bill and Betty Hough 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays:  9:00 AM, WC 201 (Choir Room) 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor on Call:  (704) 708-6101 
 
 
 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Senior Retreat! 

 

In light of the current regulations that we 
are under regarding the Covid 19, the 
Senior Adult Elders feel it is wise and 
prudent to cancel our Fall Retreat at 
Bonclarken for September 22nd -25th . We 
are planning other social events and 
fellowships within the current health 
guidelines. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com

