
Sunday, auguSt 16, 2020

Fall Sunday School online                                  
The Fall Sunday School is starting with a four week series on ‘The Gift of Friendship’ 
and will be taught by some of our pastors. What is friendship? Why do we need 
it, and how do we nurture it in in our lives? This Sunday School series will explore 
the ways that God has designed friendship to bless and strengthen us in the life 
of faith. Join us as we reflect on the importance of friendship and its role in the 
Christian’s life today. 

You can watch/listen to any class on all our digital platforms at your convenience. 
This series begins Sunday, August 30, at 9:30am with Pastor Dave Baxter teaching 
‘What is the need for friendship?’

WorShip on               
Sunday, auguSt 16   

Worship for Sunday, August 16, has 
both the live-stream and attending 
in-person options. If you plan to 
attend in-person, please sign up at 
christcovenant.org/regather so that we 
can gather safely together.

Morning Worship

Kevin DeYoung

Mark 4:26-29

“The Know Nothing Farmer”

Evening Worship

Dave Baxter

Galatians 5:22

“The Fruit of the Spirit: Kindness”

congregational Meeting today                 
Sunday, auguSt 16

The Session has called a congregational meeting for the purpose of voting on 
officer candidates and voting to dissolve Bernie Lawrence’s call at Christ Covenant 
Church. It will be held on Sunday, August 16, immediately following morning 
worship. Please note that those who attend morning worship in-person on Sunday, 
August 16, will be voting on these nominees. We will not have online or advance 
voting available. If you would like to attend in-person worship on August 16, we 
ask that you watch for the online sign up that will be available beginning Sunday, 
August 9, at noon. Biographies of each candidate are available in a brochure you 
can pick up outside the worship center. In addition, all members will receive 
an eblast this week with the information about the upcoming congregational 
meeting and a downloadable document with the biographies of each candidate. 
Pray for wisdom and for God’s continued protection of our church.

If you attend the congregational meeting on Sunday, August 16, please bring your own 
pen that you can use to fill out the ballet.

FaithFul conFerence    
Save the date for our Faithful 
Conference. Faithful will be hosted at 
Christ Covenant Church on November 
6-8, 2020.

WoMen’S BiBle StudieS 
Fall regiStration   

noW open    
We are so excited to be back together 
to study God’s Word. Beginning on 
Friday, August 7, registration for 
Fall Women’s Bible Studies is open 
with a mix of in-person and Zoom 
offerings for this semester. Due to 
social distancing requirements, space 
for in-person studies is limited, so be 
sure to reserve your spot soon! Visit the 
Women’s Ministry website at https://
christcovenant.org/womens-ministry/ 
to learn more about the different studies 
and how to register. Childcare will 
be offered on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings.  

Senior adult Sunday School                  
coMing Soon!                                  

The Senior Adult Sunday School series this Fall is “The Uniqueness of the God-
Man” and will be taught by Bruce Creswell.

“Who is this?” is still being asked today that was asked during Christ’s earthly 
ministry. The answer is basic to Christianity. Understanding Jesus’ ministry is 
rooted in the understanding of Jesus’ “unique” Person. We will be looking  at the 
life and ministry of our Savior, from His incarnation to His death and resurrection 
to His second coming. Our prayer is that “the Holy Spirit, who delights to reveal 
the things of Christ to us, will unveil His glory” as we look into the Word.

Details on how you can come in-person to the Sunday School class are coming 
soon. Each class will be recorded and available on all our digital platforms. Stay 
tuned for more information!

prayer Service & BleSSing oF the children
Our pastoral staff believes it is vital that we join together (in-person or at home) 
before the throne of God to bring him our needs and seek his favor on Sunday, 
August 23, at 6pm.. Our evening worship will include several favorite hymns, 
a short sermon, and an extended time of focused prayer. We will also include 
a Covid-friendly time of prayer and blessing of our children! Beyond this one 
evening, our elders would love to know your specific prayer requests by email so 
that they can pray for your children this year. You can either send them to your 
elder or to prayer@christcovenant.org. We hope you can join us!

THE COURIER
L I F E  A T  C H R I S T  C O V E -

THE COURIER
L I F E  A T  C H R I S T  C O V E N A N T



Watching our Budget 
Thank you for your tithes and gifts to all of the ministries of Christ Covenant. 

Please continue to pray for God’s provision throughout 2020.
Inflow 1/1/20 – 8/09/20 Actual $ Budget $ Difference $ % (-) or +

Operating Budget 3,277,903     3,476,000        -198,097         -5.7% 
Faith Promise Budget 235,118     194,306            40,812          21.0%

calendar oF eventS
This list shares notable events for this week. See our website at christcovenant.org. Weekly 
and monthly prayer guides can be found at christcovenant.org/prayer.

thiS Week (auguSt 16 - 22)
Aug 16 • In-person and live-stream morning worship at 10:45 am*
Aug 16 • New member recognition during morning worship
Aug 16 • Congregational meeting immediately following morning worship*
Aug 16 • In-person and live-stream evening worship at 6:00 pm*
* Those with asterisks  require sign-ups prior to event/worship.

Standing on Truth.
Walking in Grace.

Support groupS 
Starting thiS Fall   

Christ Covenant offers three different 
types of support groups that are 
available to those who seek to join 
a group of friendly, caring people 
who understand what you are going 
through and want to help. Grieving 
a loss, walking through a divorce, or 
providing care for a parent or child are 
all difficult experiences  you don’t have 
to go through alone. 

GriefShare, DivorceCare for Men 
& DivorceCare for Women will 
begin August 17 and meet through 
December 7 online through Zoom 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm. There is a $15 
fee for the workbook for GriefShare 
and DivorceCare.

Caregivers will begin September 8 and 
meet through November 17  online 
through Zoom from 6:30pm-8:00pm. 
Cost is $8.00 for the book Ambushed by 
Grace that you’ll walk through together. 

If you have questions or would like to 
register, please contact Mary Jo Culver 
at mculver@christcovenant.org.

coMing              
Sunday, auguSt 23   

Worship for Sunday, August 23, will 
have both the live-stream and attending 
in-person options. For those who attend 
in-person, we encourage you to sign up 
to let us know you’re coming by going 
to christcovenant.org/regathering. The 
sign up will be available beginning 
Sunday, August 16, at noon.

Morning Worship

Kevin DeYoung

Matthew 13:51-58

Evening Worship

Prayer Service

eMployMent 
opportunitieS

Current opportunities at Christ 
Covenant include: 

• Grounds Maintenance – PT
Details: christcovenant.org/aboutus/

employment

in appreciation: Mary Jo culver
One of God’s blessings to Christ Covenant Church has been bringing together 
a staff of people who are ideally matched to their roles. As our Welcome & 
Connecting Ministry Manager, Mary Jo Culver has truly been a gift to us. 
When she joined our staff in 2007, Mary Jo stepped into uncharted territory. She 
took on the challenge of “creating a culture of hospitality by welcoming visitors 
and helping them and members engage and connect within the Christ Covenant 
Church community.”  There was no manual to follow and there were hurdles 
waiting, but Mary Jo welcomed the challenge of putting ideas into action. 
From the beginning Mary Jo’s commitment to her work was contagious. She 
recruited volunteers who shared her enthusiasm for making sure visitors knew 
they were welcomed guests. She encouraged ministry leaders and members to seek 
out people they did not know and invite them to share a pew, join a class, come 
home for lunch. She helped us turn our coffee stations into fellowship centers and 
our lobbies into places where it’s as perfectly natural to see two or three people 
quietly standing together to pray as it is to see friends catching up on family news 
and visiting with the kids.
Mary Jo’s goal was to make sure that the path from visitor to connected member 
was easy to follow. She handled the administrative details for the pastor’s class 
– everything from registration requests to interviews with the elders. She also 
facilitated connections between new members and the Christ Covenant ministries 
that they wanted to invest in as volunteers. One of the blessings of this effort was 
bringing together a group of volunteers to help members and ministries to find 
each other. Another is the regularly updated Covenant Connections directory that 
includes all our active ministries, their focus and who to call with questions or get 
started as a volunteer. 
Mary Jo added an important area of ministry by working to establish spring and fall 
support groups that now include GriefShare, DivorceCare for Men, DivorceCare 
for Women, and Caregivers Support. Once again, she applied her skills as a recruiter 
by assembling relatable leaders, inviting group members, putting together study 
materials, scheduling meeting dates and locations and being available whenever 
groups are meeting. 
In addition, she has managed the Book Nook and, of course, the always busy 
welcome and information desk.
Finally, she established a small ministry that has made an international impact, 
bringing together experienced knitters and people who wanted to learn how to 
knit to provide handmade expressions of love as a resource to other ministries in 
our area and other parts of the world.
As varied as her work has been, with multiple deadlines, countless calls, e-mails, 
and letters, flexible schedules and the unexpected, the one constant has been Mary 
Jo’s spirit of calm and cooperation. The secret to her positive approach to each day 
is no secret – her deep faith in God’s love for His children and His good purpose 
for all that life may hold.
While God has called Mary Jo to new priorities, and she will no longer be working 
full-time at Christ Covenant, she is not leaving our church or her involvement in 
leading our support group ministries. We thank the Lord for bringing Mary Jo to 
Christ Covenant and for how she used her many gifts to bless our church family.


