
No Longer Slaves: Sons & Daughters of the King 
The Spirit of the Son in Adoption 

Week 2 
 

I. Introduction & Review 
 

A. What is communicated at Jesus’s baptism… 
 

B. See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.   
1 John 3:1-2 
 
 

C. Love and communion with God lie at the heart of adoption.   
 
 

D. God the Father in Adoption 
  
1. Knowledge of him is opened up by the Son. 

 
2. We take the word “Father” on our lips in union and by instruction of the Son. 
 
3. Our sonship is grounded in eternity, in the love of the Father itself, since in 

love he has predestined us for adoption as sons (Ephesians 1).   
 
4. Eternity  Time    

 
E. As much as adoption is about knowledge of God as heavenly Father, we must 

realize in the opening up of this knowledge each member of the Trinity has a 
part: Adoption is the gracious act of God the Father whereby he chooses us, calls us to 
Himself, and gives us the privileges and blessings of being His children.  God the Son 
earned those blessings for us through His propitiatory death and sacrifice, by which we 
become children of God (1 John 4:10), and applies them to us as Elder Brother.  And the 
Holy Spirit changes us from children of wrath, which we are by nature, into children of 
God by means of regeneration; unites us to Christ; works in us a ‘suitable disposition’ 
towards God and Christ; and seals our sonship as the Spirit of adoption, witnessing with 
our spirits that we are the sons of God.  In that witnessing, the Spirit shows us God’s 
work of grace in our hearts and lives, and also carries our hearts to God, and testifies to 
the soul that God is our Father.  Stephen Marshall 

 
 

II. The Holy Spirit’s activity in Redemption 
 
A. The Holy Spirit’s initiatory activity  



 
B. Regeneration   

 
1. Our spiritual origins in the will of another (John 1:12-13) 
 
2. The new birth (John 3) 

 
C. How is the Spirit active in initiating Adoption? 

 
1. Regeneration & Faith   
 
2. So while faith does not condition regeneration, it does condition adoption:   
 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.   John 1:12-13 

 
3. The Holy Spirit as agent 

 
4. Where does faith come from? 

 
a. Ephesians 2:8   
b. 1 Corinthians 12:3 

 
5. Regeneration by the Spirit  Faith in Jesus Christ given by the Spirit  

Adoption into God’s Family   
 

D. Belonging by the Spirit    
 
 
III. Belonging in God’s Family  

 
A. Who assures our place? 

 
B. The Holy Spirit unites us to the Son.  

1. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament 
 
 
2. The Holy Spirit and the life of Jesus Christ   

 
3. “The Spirit of the Son”   

 
C. The Spirit of the Son who brings about Adoption 

 
1. The Holy Spirit’s personal activity 
 



2. “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  Romans 
8:15 

 
a. Our spirit and the Holy Spirit   

 
b. We find that the same One who was present in the life and ministry of 

the Son is present in our lives.   
 
3. “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

‘Abba! Father!’”  Galatians 4:6 
 
a. Son-Spirit  Spirit-Sonship    

 
b. Does sonship precede the gift of the Spirit, resulting in a “two-step” 

process? 
 

c. Flow: spiritual life by the Spirit to adoption in God’s family by the Spirit – 
Sonship is a culmination of the work of the Spirit   
 

d. Reciprocal relation between sonship and the reception of the Spirit 
 

4. It is impossible to think of our adoption divorced from the person of the 
Spirit just as it is impossible to think of the Son divorced from the Spirit.   

 
5. As a consequence of understanding that the Son is inseparable from the 

Spirit, and the Spirit is inseparable from our adoption, we must understand 
our adoption as highlighting to us our status as “sons”. That is, the same 
Spirit who is intensely communing with the Son (even ministering to him 
during his lifetime), and unites us to Him, then confirms within us our status 
as “sons” in Him – our identity in God’s family.   

 
D. What does the Spirit of Adoption bring about personally in us? 

 
1. He bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God (Romans 8:16).   

a. Not mystical, nor purely emotional  Scripture & Spirit’s supernatural 
activity   

b. This is a joint witness and not an independent one – “with”  “bear 
witness with”.   

c. Background found in Deuteronomy 19:15. 
d. The Spirit is the witness who gives credibility to the witness of our own 

fainting spirit.   
e. The Holy Spirit as witness     
f. The Holy Spirit “strikes a cord” and confirms within us 
g. The subjective and objective brought together 



 
 

2. He grants us the impulse to cry “Abba”   
a. The knowledge and confidence of having God as Father  the cry of Jesus   
b. A cry in the face of trouble. Jesus in Gethsemane (Mark 14:36).  
c. Neglected children don’t cry; they give up.   
d. Children who know their status cry and know the Father will run to help.     
e. Intimacy and respect   
f. What this cry teaches us is not to revel in our status (“I am God’s Son”) 

but who our Father is (“God is my Father”).   
g. It is the Spirit which grants us this impulse.   

 
3. He leads us to be who we are  our ethic should be formed by our status.   

a. Old Testament names. Names today.   
b. God’s naming in Scripture 
c. The Holy Spirit    

The guidance the Spirit provides is that of clear-cut opposition to sin.  To claim to 
experience the ministry of the Spirit of adoption and yet to dally with sin is to be 
utterly deceived.  The spirit of adoption is the same Person as the Spirit of 
Holiness of whom Paul had spoken [of in Rom. 1:4].  His presence brings a new 
attitude to sin. Sinclair Ferguson  

d. Lives marked by putting to death the misdeeds of the body (Romans 8:13)    
e. In the power of the Spirit 

i. The Spirit as “sphere of influence” so that we are increasingly 
uncomfortable with our sinful patterns of thought and behavior.   

ii. Starving the flesh while sowing seeds of the Spirit and not of flesh 
f. The orderliness of the Spirit’s work, according to the shape of Christ   

 
E. We belong in God’s family because God himself – the Holy Spirit – has placed us 

there.  Our pasts and present objective, spiritual fact.  
 
 

IV. Conclusion 
 
A. Our status and identity must orient all of life.   
 
B. Our families and God’s  
 

 
 

 
 

 


