
Sunday, July 11, 2021

Eric ruSS, PaStor of EvangEliSm and mobilization                                                   
Eric Russ is currently a PhD candidate finishing up his Doctor of Philosophy from the  
University of Aberdeen in Scotland. Prior to entering full-time education, Eric was the   
Lead Pastor and co-founder of Mack Avenue Community Church in inner-city Detroit,   
Michigan, which is a church Eric planted in 2007 and was the Lead Pastor until 2018. 
Eric is also a graduate from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary where he earned his 
Master of Divinity, and he graduated from Miami University-Ohio with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Operations. Eric and his wife Sara have been married since 2003. 
They are the parents of five children – Connor (14), Joel (14), Lauren (12), Eli (11), 
Carter (8).  

Eric grew up in inner-city Cleveland. Eric came to know the Lord during his freshman 
year of college at Miami University in Ohio through Campus Crusade for Christ, which 
is now called Cru. 

After graduating from college, Eric worked full-time with Cru at Michigan State 
University and then at Cru headquarters in Orlando. 

Eric went on for further training at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary where he earned a Master of Divinity. While in 
seminary, Eric and Sara met and married, and the Lord gave them an excitement for serving God together. After seminary, Eric 
and Sara spent a year as missionaries in Uganda and two years serving with a church in Cincinnati. Then, in spring of 2007 they 
moved to inner-city Detroit where they planted and Eric pastored Mack Avenue Community Church in Detroit, Michigan for 
the next twelve years. 

Eric also founded MACC Development which was established by Mack Avenue Community  Church as a non-profit organization 
seeking the holistic revitalization of the 48214 community, block by block, neighbor by  neighbor. MACC Development shares 
the gospel through serving the low-income community through four different units: legal services, housing development, 
literacy, and sports. 

Eric is also a published author. You can find his book, Discipleship Defined at http://www.discipleshipdefined.com/.  

Eric has broad experience in various areas of ministry from serving as the Lead Pastor and co-founder of a church plant in inner 
city Detroit and from other various leadership roles in ministry. Below are a few items to highlight about Eric’s qualifications 
for this role. 

• Directed the launch of an inner-city church plant, 

• Created and executed a discipleship curriculum for members to grow in their faith, 

• Trained congregation in evangelism strategies, including breaking through cultural barriers and ministering as neighbors and  
leaders in the community, 

• Initiated a mission team program to train high school and college students in urban ministry and community development, 

• Associate Pastor at Northstar Community Church in Loveland, Ohio for two years where he was a church planting intern  
gaining extensive knowledge in church planting, fundraising, vision-casting and strategic planning, 

• Campus Minister for Fellowship of Christian Unions in Kampala, Uganda for a year where he led, trained leaders in spiritual  
formation and evangelism strategies, and implemented discipleship model for long-term growth, 

• Campus Minister with Cru in East Lansing, Michigan and Orlando, Florida where he led training over 300 college students  
in discipleship and evangelism.  

THE ROLE OF THE PASTOR OF EVANGELISM & MOBILIZATION 

 The Pastor of Evangelism and Mobilization will provide the ministerial and visionary leadership to create a culture of engagement  
and evangelism at Christ Covenant Church. Eric will train and mobilize the congregation of Christ Covenant to intentionally  
engage in their spheres of influence in their neighborhoods, work places, and our city as ambassadors for Christ so we will  
become better equipped to communicate a clear presentation and proclamation of the gospel. The Pastor of Evangelism will also  
create and coordinate evangelistic platforms to aid the congregation to gather and lead nonbelievers to Christ. 

Please join us in welcoming the newest staff members to Christ Covenant Church! We look forward to seeing how each new 
staff member uses his or her gifts and talents at Christ Covenant Church, and we are grateful the Lord has brought each one to 
our church family.



Watching our budgEt 
Thank you for your tithes and gifts to all of the ministries of Christ Covenant. 

Please continue to pray for God’s provision throughout 2021.
Inflow 1/1/21 – 7/4/21 Actual $ Budget $ Difference $ % (-) or +

Operating Budget 3,124,600     2,939,500       185,100            6.3% 
Faith Promise Budget 244,652    163,676          80,976          49.5%

Join uS in Praying for EnviSion
We are envisioning having one person praying every day at 5:30 pm beginning Sunday, July 11 through the end of the campaign to 
pray specifically for the Envision capital campaign. You can sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-
prayer1 or by visiting christcovenant.org. We have also included specific ways you can pray for Envision. Would you join us by 
signing up for one or more days to pray for the Envision capital campaign?

We also invite you to pick up an Envision bookmark at one of the tables outside the worship center today. We are hoping to have 
100% of the congregation participate in the Envision capital campaign and are aiming for 70% participation by September. We 
are currently at 50% right now and the bookmarks are colored in to 50%. We invite you to pick up a bookmark and each time 
we increase in participation, you can color in your bookmark.

It’s not too late to turn in your pledge card for the Envision Capital Campaign! Pledge cards and information about the many 
upgrades and changes we hope to accomplish through Envision can be found in the brochures and booklets in the worship 
center and online. You can also make a pledge online at christcovenant.org/envision. We currently have 50% of families 
participating and $749,091 pledges toward our goal of $1,500,000.

Sarah gidnEy, aSSiStant dirEctor of                 
middlE School miniStry                                                

Sarah Gidney serves the church as the Assistant Director of Middle School Ministry. Her 
responsibilities are to disciple, to encourage, and to equip middle school girls and their families. 
She also helps recruit, shepherd, and equip leaders to use their gifts in middle school ministry. 

Sarah graduated from Covenant College in May with a degree in English and a minor in Education. 
She grew up at Christ Covenant Church as the second oldest of seven children. Sarah is excited 
to be back with her family at her home church and serving in the youth ministry she attended 
and volunteered in as a student. She loves working with middle school girls and is excited to build 
relationships with middle school students and their families!

gaylEnE SchEidE, Part-timE rEcEPtioniSt                                                
Gaylene Scheide currently serves the church as a part-time receptionist along with Darlene Richardson. 
Gaylene greets visitors at the church office as well as on the phone, directing them to the appropriate 
staff/resources. Gaylene also assists in proofreading the weekly Courier, bulletin, and weekly prayer 
guide.  

Gaylene and her husband, Carl, have been married for 39 years and have been members of Christ 
Covenant Church for twenty years. They have two grown children, Amy who is married to Andrew 
and teaches 11th grade English Literature at Bradford Preparatory School in Charlotte, and Bridgit 
who is married to Justin and is a free-lance sequential artist and lives in Concord.  

Gaylene is very thankful to be working for the church that she loves!

molly SEarS, aSSiStant dirEctor of                                   
high School miniStry                                                

Molly Sears serves the church as the Assistant Director of High School Ministry. Along with the 
other youth ministry staff, Molly will be teaching and engaging with high school students during 
Christ Covenant Youth Ministry (CCYM) weekly activities as well as discipling female students. 
She is looking forward to developing relationships with CCYM’s students and their families as she 
partners with God and the local church in helping students be formed into the image of Christ 
(c.f. Col. 1:21-29). Her prayer is that students will know God, know their sin, respond to that 
knowledge in increased obedience, increased transformation, and increased proclamation.

Molly is a recent graduate from Grove City College with degrees in Christian Ministries and Biblical 
& Religious Studies. During her time at undergrad, Molly served adolescents in the Grove City area 
through Young Life as well as through Grace Anglican Church’s youth ministry. Although she went 

to school in Western Pennsylvania, Molly is originally from Northern Colorado and grew up right by 
the Rocky Mountains. Molly will be marrying her fiancé, Matt Knauer, this upcoming September. 

congratulationS to:
Dave and Emily Batson                       

on the birth of their daughter,                  
Zoe Paige Batson.

Nathaniel & Marie Harris                      
on the birth of their son,                  
David Wescott Harris.


