
Jonathan Edwards on conversion 
 
 
Thus for persons solemnly to profess, that, in a full conviction of their own utter 
sinfulness, misery, and impotence, and totally undone state as in themselves, and their 
just desert of God 's utter rejection and eternal wrath, and the utter insufficiency of their 
own righteousness, or anything in them, to satisfy divine justice, or recommend them to 
God's favour; they do entirely depend on the Lord Jesus Christ, and his satisfaction and 
righteousness; that they do with all their hearts believe the truth of the gospel of Christ: 
and that in a full conviction of his sufficiency and perfect excellency as a Saviour, as 
exhibited in the gospel, they do with their whole souls cleave to him, and acquiesce in 
him, as the refuge and rest of their souls, and fountain of their comfort; that they repent 
of their sins, and utterly renounce all sin, and give up themselves wholly to Christ, 
willingly subjecting themselves to him as their King; that they give him their hearts and 
their whole man; and are willing and resolved to have God for their whole and 
everlasting portion; and in a dependence on his promises of a future eternal enjoyment 
of him in heaven, to renounce all the enjoyments of this vain world, selling all for this 
great treasure and future inheritance, and to comply with every command of God, even 
the most difficult and self-denying, and devote their whole lives to God's service; and 
that in forgiveness of those that have injured them, and a general benevolence to 
mankind, their hearts are united to the people of Jesus Christ as their people, to cleave 
to them and love them as their brethren, and worship and serve God, and follow Christ 
in union and fellowship with them, being willing and resolved to perform all those duties 
that belong to them, as members of the same family of God and mystical body of Christ: 
I say, for persons solemnly to profess such things as these, as in the presence of God, 
is the same thing as to profess that they are conscious to, or do experience such things 
in their hearts. 
 
But I am afraid it has had no saving effects as to many of you; but that you remain still in 
an unconverted condition, without any real saving work wrought in your souls, 
convincing you thoroughly of your sin and misery, causing you to see the great evil of 
sin, and to mourn for it, and hate it above all things, and giving you a sense of the 
excellency of the Lord Jesus Christ, bringing you with all your hearts to cleave to him as 
your Saviour, weaning your hearts from the world, and causing you to love God above 
all, and to delight in holiness more than in all the pleasant things of this earth; 
 


