
OLD LIGHTS, NEW LIGHTS AND EXTREME NEW 
LIGHTS 

 
 JE New Lights Chauncey Old lights Extreme New 

Lights 
Enthusiasms/Ecstatic 

experiences 
Not necessary, 

not incompatible 
with true religion 

Disagreed-required. 
Heresy/disease/madness 

Required 

Lay preaching Wrong Wrong OK 
Censorious spirit Wrong Wrong OK 

Unconverted 
ministers/insubordination 

Wrong-can’t 
know a person’s 

heart 

Wrong-Puritan tradition OK 

Schism Wrong Very wrong OK 

 


