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To God Be the Glory!  
By Pastor Bruce Creswell 

 
Continuing last month’s theme, “Twenty Years Ago,” when the Lord called us to Charlotte, I had 
written an additional article with an overview of my twenty years in ministry to the Senior Adults of 
Christ Covenant. However, I pulled it and replaced it with this one. 
 
In this morning’s devotion, meditating on Psalm 111, my heart was captured by the Psalmist’s 
expression of God’s GREAT Works. It summed up everything about “These Last Twenty Years,” of 
serving the Senior Adult community and said it more Christ-centered than in my own words. 
 
Looking back over these twenty years of service, I praise Him for what He has done and what He 
is continuing to do in our community and in each of your lives.  
 
So, join me in thanking Him for His goodness and His work over these twenty years, in your 
reading of Psalm 111.  

Great Are the LORD's Works 

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 they are established forever and ever, 

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 

    he has commanded his covenant forever. 

    Holy and awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

    His praise endures forever!  
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Bonclarken Retreat Pictures “A Great Time was Had by All” 

 

 
 

Where’s Paul-Go? 

    
 

Engaging Learning and Beautiful Scenery 

    
 

 

 
  



 3 

HYMN HISTORY: “Come Ye Thankful People, Come”  

Submitted by Peggy Dear 
 

Many Christians are in the habit of giving thanks before meals. It is said that Henry 
Alford also gave thanks after meals, standing and offering his gratitude to God for the 
blessings just received. He also did this at the end of the day. Indeed, Alford was one of the 
"thankful people" that he writes about in this hymn.  

But the song isn't just about thanksgiving for what God has done. It is also about work 
completed; a job well done. It is about aching muscles and full barns, sun reddened faces and 
meals of plenty. It was written to be used at harvest festivals in villages throughout England. 
Each village observed a celebration whenever it brought in the harvest, and Alford, one of the 
leading churchmen in England in the nineteenth century, provided this hymn of thanks. It was 
originally called "After Harvest."  
 
Come, ye thankful people, come,  
Raise the song of harvest home; 
All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 

For our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God's own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home. 
  
All the world is God's own field, 
Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear; 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
  

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take His harvest home; 
From His field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store  
In His garner evermore. 
  
Even so, Lord, quickly come, 
Bring Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In Thy presence to abide; 
Come, with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

 
 
 
Alice Dokter 
I moved here from Atlanta three years ago, 
after retirement from Emory University Medical 
School as an administrative assistant. My only 
son, Justin Dokter, and his family live in Indian 
Trail and my daughter-in-love, Mandy, invited 
me to move and be a grandma to their two 
boys. God, in His mercy, also allowed her to 
find the perfect small retirement community 
for me, just 10 minutes from them, in Monroe. 
  
I found Christ Covenant after having attended a 
very small Presbyterian church with neighbors, I 
looked for an evening service. Only Christ 
Covenant offered one!! I was hooked by Pastor  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Kevin's message and especially that Bible pages 
could be heard flipping from place to place! The 
music thrilled me since it combined hymns 
learned in childhood with more recent ones by 
the Gettys, as well as new-to-me ones I have 
come to treasure. I could hardly wait to 
become a member and was further convinced 
of the church's standards when learning even 
ordained pastors had to take the New Member 
Class!! None of this "send your church letter" 
stuff here!  
  

Have You Met? 
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Kathy Hopkins 
“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole 
heart; I will recount all your wonderful deeds.  I 
will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to 
your name, O Most High.” (Ps. 9:1-2) 
In June 2017 I moved to Charlotte from 
Greenville, SC. Although I was born and raised 
in Pittsburgh, most of my life has been spent in 
the south- Florida and North and South 
Carolina. I am blessed to live in the same 
neighborhood as my son and daughter, along 
with my 7 grandchildren, ages 2-11. My 
youngest son and his wife live in Easley, SC. My 
children and their spouses are all believers, for 
which I am truly thankful.  
 
I have known of Christ Covenant since the mid-
1980s. At that time, I was in the ARP 
denomination in which I was a member for 30 
years. My parents actually were members of CC 
from 1993-2002 during their retirement in 
Charlotte. I joined in January 2018. It is such a 
joy to be able to worship at CC. Praise be to 
God for His “wonderful deeds”! 
 
Pat Shetter 
Hi, I’m, Patsy George’s mom. I am Southern 
thru and thru - born in Alabama, but moved to 
Rome, Georgia at age 12, so consider both 
“home”. I moved here in July to live with the 
George’s after my husband of 55 years died. 
Patsy is my 7th child. I attended Christ 
Covenant via livestream for almost a year 
before I could attend in person. My favorite 
scripture passage is Lamentations 3:22-23. 

“Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not 
consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (NIV).  

 
Bob & Becky Shamess 
Bob and I (Becky) are proud Midwesterners.  
Bob grew up in St. Louis (Go Cards!) and I am 
from Indiana.  We have two married daughters 
and six grandchildren (ages 3-10) – all in 
Matthews.  God has blessed us beyond 
measure to have them all so near to us. 
 
We came to North Carolina in 2015 after 
retiring from the Christian school where I was 
the founding Head of School and Bob was a 
teacher.  What an adventure it was!  We 
watched in awe as God raised up a school from 
nothing on the prairie of central Illinois.  The 
mural in the front hallway there still reminds us 
that “The Lord has done this and it is marvelous 
in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23). 
 
We came to Christ Covenant on our second 
Sunday in NC.  We knew immediately that we 
had found our church home.  Because of the 
warm welcome we received from this loving 
congregation, our transition to retirement was 
so much easier than we had anticipated.  From 
the very beginning, we watched you all, 
knowing our time to join you was fast 
approaching.  Thank you for enlarging your 
circle for us.  You are such an impressive bunch.  
We pray we can keep up with you as we round 
the final bend with eyes fixed on Jesus.   
 

 

 

 
Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

The Ladies' Luncheon is scheduled for 
Friday, Nov. 12th, at 11:30am, at Trio Restaurant. 
The address is 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy. (off 
Hwy. 51). Please mark your calendars and plan 

to join us for great food and fellowship. If you 
have any questions, contact Dot Branson. 

 

 
 

SENIOR MEN’S MONTHLY LUNCH 
Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 
Park Place Restaurant 

10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 
Friday, November 19th, 11:30 am 

 

The Senior Men’s Lunch is your opportunity for 
great food, fellowship, and teaching by Pastor Mo 
Up De Graff. We all look forward to seeing you! 
 

 

 
 

  



 

Senior Adult Luncheon: Friday, November 5th 

Social time 11:45 am / Lunch 12:00 pm / CLC 5&6 Speaker: Jeff Weddine 

Jeff will be speaking about his experience recovering from Guillain Barre Syndrome. November's menu is 
white chili with salad and cornbread, apple, and pumpkin desserts. 

To reserve your spot, please RSVP by the Friday prior on the SignUp Genius or directly to Jenny Blackmon, 
ministry admin. A $5 donation per person to cover food costs is appreciated.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-november4 

 

Senior Adult Annual Christmas Dinner 
Friday, December 3, 2021 

Community Life Center Rooms 1-6, 5:00pm 
Cost: $16 per person* 

Speaker: Tom Groelsema, Executive Pastor 
 
The Annual Christmas Dinner is a festive occasion to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus with new and old friends. The 
sit-down dinner includes a salad, main dish, and dessert, 
catered by Tara Dabbs, church member. Yes, we will be 
singing the Twelve Days of Christmas! 
 
Reservations will be confirmed with receipt of payment to Lucille Ruths no later than Sunday, November 
14th. Space is limited. Please bring payment to Sunday School or mail. Checks may be made out to Lucille 
Ruths and mailed to 737 Pavilion View Dr., Apt F-402, Matthews, NC 28105.  
 
To help us keep an accurate count, please sign up at the link below-no later than November 14th.  
Please indicate food allergies when registering on the link below, specifically allergies to walnuts or gluten-
free request. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AAAF2EA2FC1-annual 
 

Dress is festive! 
 

Please consider a donation to help another person attend. *Correct change is appreciated. 
 
 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-november4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AAAF2EA2FC1-annual
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MEN AND WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 

Submitted by Hugh Wise 

 

How can you resist a book authored by Kevin DeYoung?  If you love scripture as the foundation for 

Reformed Theology, this book will resonate. Kevin addresses the roles of men and women in the church in 

such a scriptural way that can help us become better apologist. 

He begins by citing God’s plan of creation as the foundation for biblical manhood and womanhood.  The 

fifteen points found in Genesis chapters 1-3 make it crystal clear that God intended certain key patterns to 

be followed for men and woman. These 15 points merit diligent review. 

1. I Corinthians 11:2-16 and 14: 33-35 addresses the long-discussed topic of heads and hair in the 

church.  

2. Ephesians 5:22-23 clearly explains the biblical message of submission which is so often 

misunderstood. 

3. I Timothy 2:8-15 stresses the need to embrace God’s design for women to have no teaching and no 

authority over man.  Two reasons ae given: the order of creation and Eve being deceived. 

4. 1 Timothy 3: 1-13 emphasizes the numerous ways women can serve in ministry as contrasted with 

the mandate of no preaching or authority over men. 

There are many prominent women in the Bible, Deborah, Miriam, Huldah, Pricilla, Phoebe, Junia, etc., and 

many were gifted with teaching and leadership skills, but never over men.  That’s a historic fact.  Kevin 

points out that God’s objective revelations in scripture must have priority over man’s subjective 

understanding of God’s will for our lives. 

I Corinthians 6:19 states “your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God.  

You are not your own, for you were bought with a price, so glorify God in your body.”  Definitely a 

counterculture verse.   

We find a strong and profound rebuttal to the ‘trans-movement’ in this statement: “God’s created order 

cannot be re-engineered by sinful man’s ingenuity”.  Therefore, as male and female image bearers of God, 

let’s delight in His design and promote all that is good and true and beautiful in God making us men and 

women.  

An easy and refreshing read. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 2 – Tara Dabbs 

 5 – Susan Reinken 

 6 – Jane Gray 

 6 – Charlie Maurer 

 8 – Dale Yurkovich  

 9 – Debbie Linton  

 9 – Janie Up De Graff 

11 – Pam Eash  

12 – Patty Marion 

13 – Renee Seal 

14 – Bob Guinn  

14 – Ruth Mangum 

15 – Steve Thompson 

17 – Mary Newton 

17 – Barbara Smith 

18 – Barbara Dustin 

20 – Margie Ross 

23 – Carolyn Dellinger 

26 – Betty Williams 

27 – Sabra Romeo  

 

 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

13 – Eric Moore 

20 – Larry & Betsy Elenbaum 

25 – Dick & Diana Sylvester 

30 – Norm & Dee Petty 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 
Articles for the November newsletter are due to 
Jane Yancey no later than November 20th.  Please 
send them to her at jane@yancey.com  

               

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 
At this time, Sunday School will not 
be live-streamed. 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study: (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 

EVENTS 
 

Sr Adult Luncheon 
Friday, November 5, 
11:45am 
CLC, RSVP Requested 
 

Christmas Dinner 
Friday, December 3rd, 
5:00pm, CLC.  
Reservations required. 
 
Joy Singers,  
Mondays,1:30 -2:30 pm 
Worship Center 211 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com

