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PRESSING ON THE UPWARD WAY 
(Doesn’t mean it will always happen every day) 

 
It is easy to look back and allow our shortcomings, our poor decisions, and choices to block out what the 
Lord has done for us and is doing in us. The devil would like us to keep our focus there and so resign 
ourselves to defeat and complacency. Yes, we all have been there and have been robbed of our joy in the 
Lord and the peace of God. The Apostle Paul encourages us not to stay there but to “press on.” He writes in 
Philippians 3: 13-14, “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 
I jotted down some ways in 2022 which I need “to strain forward, in pressing on toward the goal of the upward 
call.” My jottings soon became a lengthy epistle which had to be condensed to two pages, which means that 
all the main points may not be flushed out. 
 

      1.To cultivate daily the coming of our Lord’s Return 
      2. Growing in Grace and in the knowledge of Christ 

a. To see with open eyes the Lord as I read His Word 

b. To grow in communion with the Lord 

c. My character to reflect His more 

     3. Maintaining Good Health 
a. To know when enough is enough at each meal. 

b. To continue to exercise as a part of DAILY life. 

1. Daily exercise is an expected part of morning schedule 

2. To better balance work and rest.  

4.Delighting in the Presence of the Lord 
a. Growing desire to seek Him each day  

1. Have portions of the Word written out and in prominent places. 

2. To know and purposely deal with distractions that compete for my heart’s affection. 

b. To seek Him first and to go to Him first 

c. To acknowledge His presence in the mundane 

1. Faithfulness in the everyday routine is His sustaining grace. 

2. Even in drudgery He is at work in my faith. 

 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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   5. Being content in all things 
a. Thankful for His salvation and forgiveness of sin 

b. Thankful for the everyday blessings enjoyed. 

c. Give what I have to others who will benefit  

1. Show me what I no longer have need of and to share it with others who do. 

2. To downsize now while in good health and soundness of mind. 

  6. Slow to speak, slow to anger, and quick to listen 
a. To choose my words carefully 

1. Not to waste my words; my words to be seasoned with grace. 

2. To speak as to encourage and build up others. 

b. Not to excuse my opinion as gifted wisdom, nor my 2 cents as the same as the earned right of the 

aged, and that I need to weigh in on everything.  

c. Let other people speak and cultivate a listening heart. 

1. I need to understand others; the best way is to listen and ask appropriate questions. 

2. Don’t need to have a “One-uppance” or a reply about self. 

    7. Pray and Pray More 
a. Focus specifically on groups to hold up in prayer, 

1. The Persecuted Church, Unreached people Group 

2. Leadership  

b. To pray first→the old question: “Have you prayed about it?” 

c. To remember to leave my requests at the throne of grace and not take them back. 

8. Read slowly and thoroughly 
a. To savor, to think, and to apply what I read.  

b. Not be in a rush to read a lot of books or thinking I need to buy more books. 

c. To share books, especially with young men in ministry. 

9. Grow in love with Carolyn 
a. To grow in never ceasing amazement and gratitude for the wife the Lord gave me. 

1. After 42 years of togetherness, I know I would not have made it without her sacrificial love and 

support. 

2. The impact of her “meek and quiet spirit” on myself, our family, and others. 

b. To be more sensitive and proactive in putting her first before me. 

1. To be more of a gentleman and honor her. 

2. To consider her input, her intuition, her judgment as important. 

c. To spend this “new” chapter as senior adults in service together with seniors. 

10. Come alongside of my Adult Children and enjoy my Grandchildren 
a. To be an encourager and a coach to my children, not “I told you so” father. 

1. To know where they are in their life and walk in faith. 

2. Remember where I was at their stage in life and the longsuffering of the Lord toward me. 

b. To purposely spend time with grandchildren to point them and love them to Christ. 

c. To pray for them daily. 

11. Take every opportunity to give and to speak a word for Christ. 
a. To think of what I have to give others: my time, resources, and possessions. 

1. To help those especially in our senior adult community and share with them as they are 

nearing the end of their journey. 

2. Encourage the interns who are preparing to serve His Church. 

b. To cultivate daily my thinking as a “Gospel Christian.” 

1. Wherever I may be I am an ambassador for the Lord. 

2. To look for an opportunity to speak a word for the Lord. 

c. To expand my giving and praying for the Gospel. 

 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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12. To write more. 
 

“Pressing on” in 2022, includes the on-going battle of indwelling sin, the subtle and deliberate attacks of our 
adversary the devil, and the allurements of the world. But as we “press on” in 2022, remember “greater is He 
that is in us than he who is in the world.”  It is not a quick sprint but an on-going enduring run with eyes fixed 
on the Lord.  
 
THANK YOU— 
 Carolyn and I thank you for your kind and generous Christmas gift along with your many cards. We trust 
that each of you will have a blessed Christmas and New Year. Perhaps this may be the year of His return! 

 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS JESUS” 
 

This gospel song is a commentary on the writings 
of John. The Gospel begins, as this song begins, 
by talking about the whole world being in darkness 
and Jesus coming as the Light. The chorus 
contains the line, "Once I was blind, but now I can 
see;" that is almost a direct quote of the blind man 
who was healed by Jesus. In that story Jesus 
declares that He is the Light of the world. The 
second stanza of this gospel song comes from 
John 12 as well as from John's first epistle, and the 
last stanza is taken from the last chapters of the 
book of Revelation, which were also written by the 
apostle John.  

 

If there is any doubt, Jesus declared boldly as He 
was teaching in the temple, "I am the light of the 
world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in 
darkness, because you will have the light that 
leads to life". (John 8:12) 

 
 

 
 

Submitted by Dot Branson 
 

Ladies, let's start the New Year off together with 
our luncheon at Trio's Restaurant on Friday, 
January 7th, at 11:30. If you plan to join us for 
great food, fellowship, and fun, please contact Dot 
Branson.  Please note the date change, and mark 
your calendar! 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the February newsletter are due to 
Jane Yancey no later than January 20th.  Please 
send them to her at jane@yancey.com  

 

The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, 
The Light of the world is Jesus: 
Like sunshine at noonday His glory shone in, 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 
 

Come to the Light, 'tis shining for thee; 
Sweetly the Light has dawned upon me; 
Once I was blind, but now I can see; 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 
 

No darkness have we who in Jesus abide, 
The Light of the world is Jesus; 
We walk in the Light when we follow our Guide, 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 
 

Ye dwellers in darkness with sin blinded eyes, 
The Light of the world is Jesus; 
Go, wash at His bidding, and light will arise, 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 
 

No need of the sunlight in heaven we're told, 
The Light of the world is Jesus, 
The Lamb is the Light in the City of gold, 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 

Philip Paul Bliss(1838-1876) 
 
 

SENIOR MEN’S MONTHLY LUNCH 
Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 
Park Place Restaurant 

10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 
Friday, January 21st       

11:00 am 
 

“Senior Men’s Lunch (‘Brunch’ maybe?) will be 
Friday, January 21st, at 11:00, at Park Place 
Restaurant, 10517 Park Rd. That will be a good 
time to enjoy launching the New Year in Jesus. 
Hoping many will gather for great food, fellowship, 

and teaching by Pastor Mo. 

 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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By Chris Williams 
 

A CHRISTIAN VIEW OF MEN AND THINGS, 
A Treatise Showing That Social Stability Demands a Christian Society 

By Gordon H. Clark, Eerdmans, 1951 

 
Gordon H. Clark was a professor at Butler University when my future wife Betty and I attended in the early 
1960s. His classes on philosophy deeply affected our view of the Bible and helped, by God’s grace, to draw 
us to Christ. 
 
Clark was widely influential outside the narrow confines of this small Midwestern liberal arts school. He wrote 
some 30 books that are still read and constitute solid philosophical scholarship that has endured. Dr. John 
M. Frame says of Clark, “It is significant that after World War II, a number of men who had been students of 
Clark at Wheaton College (prior to Butler) became leaders of a ‘new evangelicalism,’ which sought to undo 
the anti-intellectualism of the 1920’s and ‘30s and to restore to evangelicalism the academic and intellectual 
accomplishment, and respectability, that it often had before 1920.” (A History of Western Philosophy and 
Theology, p. 528) 
 
I call Clark a “philosophical apologist.” He sought by rigorous argument against worldly philosophy to 
establish the Bible and its system of theology as the only viable source of truth. You could contrast him with 
other apologists who defend Christianity with more general cultural or ethical appeals such as Francis 
Schaffer and C. S. Lewis. 
 
So this book could be considered a philosophy book, and in that regard, it is not easy to read. Yet Clark’s 
writing is very clear. But the ideas covered and the arguments in defense of Christianity are not easy. If you 
decide to read it, be patient. 
 
There are chapters on the philosophy of history, ethics, science, politics, and religion - each a gem of incisive 
reasoning and triumphant defense of Christianity. For example, in the chapter on religion, Clark addresses 
the arguments of Edgar Brightman, (1884-1953), who was a typical early 20th century liberal theologian, 
denying the authenticity of Biblical authorship and generally dismissing claims of God’s sovereignty and 
miracles. Clark ably dismembers his arguments and establishes a clear foundation for theology based on 
God’s revelation in the Bible. 
 
The final chapter on knowledge (technically called epistemology) is about how we can have certain 
knowledge about the world and God. Clark deals with all the humanistic philosophers from the ancient Greeks 
through the middle ages, to the renaissance, and even early 20th century. He demonstrates clearly and 
rigorously why only in Christianity can we have truth and certain knowledge of anything.  
 
Some accuse Clark of being a rationalist, but I believe they are wrong. Rationalism makes final appeal to 
truth in the human mind and the reasoned thoughts of man alone. But if Clark advocates reasoned thinking, 
it is because and only because God Himself so reasons in the Scriptures and all truth comes only from Him 
who is the “…way, the truth and the life…” 
 
By the way, our own Nathan Clark George is none other than Gordon Clark’s grandson. You can imagine 
my delight when he was called to serve here. God is so good. 
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WHY WE LOVE THE CHURCH 
By Keven DeYoung and Ted Kluck 

Submitted by Hugh Wise 
 

This is an inspiring book which will enhance your 

apologetic skills and deepen your love of scripture and 

the church.  Lots of scripture is provided for our spiritual 

food. The forces of evil in this fallen world are akin to 

the “frog in the boiling kettle,” and both believers and 

the church are challenged by these centuries old 

recycled attacks. This book describes numerous sharp 

contrasts between the attacks on both believers and the 

church. 
 

Anti-church         versus  Believers 

Intellectual wisdom vs. Deity of Christ 

The “love” of people vs. Judgment of Christ 

Starbucks theology vs. Church doctrine 

Self-help books vs. Christ in me 

Reading of fables vs. Bible Reading 

Deeds/works vs. Creeds, God’s grace 

Church at home vs. Edifice church 

Join for fellowship vs. Personal commitment 

Faults in the church vs. Personal repentance 

Gay marriage vs. Biblical marriage 
 

Major contrasts are also described between the secular 

world and the church itself. 
 

Secular versus  CHURCH 
Original goodness     vs. Original sin 
Create your own church     vs. Historic orthodoxy 
Social gospel      vs. REAL gospel 
We like Jesus      vs. But not the church 
Goal to create heaven 
   on earth      vs. Changed hearts 
Worldly success      vs. Success defined by
       faith 
Oppressive creeds    vs. God given creeds 
Fear of Christian theology    vs. Respect for all religions 
20/20 vision for church sins  vs. Confess own sins first 
Feel good preaching    vs. Expository preaching 
Redefine the church    vs. Jesus, Christ, same 
       yesterday, today, 
       and forever.  
 

Two centuries old complaints (slavery, crusades) are 
explained in the context of a different world centuries ago. 

  

Eternal values are offered by the Church: enjoyment of 
His presence, worship of our Lord and Savior, praise, 
prayer, offerings, the Sacraments, hymns, Bible based 
preaching, meeting as the body of Christ, renewing our 
covenants, reciting creeds, confessing sins, celebrating 
the resurrection, etc.  Our public assembly entails 
ecclesiastical authority and doctrinal standards. 
 

There are also small groups, Bible study and numerous 
ministry opportunities as we experience sanctification. 
 

“You may now kiss the Bride.” 

 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, 
His Life and Discovery in the Light of His 

Prophecies, 500th year edition 
1990, Clie Publishers, Galvani 113, 08224 

Terrassa, Barcelona, Spain 
Tr. by Kay Brigham 

 

Submitted by Eric Moore 
 

BACKSTORY:  This incredible book was a gift from Kay 
Brigham to Eric & Peggy Moore visiting in their Coral 
Gables, Fl. Home.  Eric & Kay’s husband, Toby Prince 
Brigham (both Kay and Toby have passed within the 
last few years) were college classmates at Yale, class 
of 1956.  Eric became a born-again believer during the 
summer of 1954.  Toby had been brought up in a semi-
evangelical home but was not actually converted until 
after Yale when he met Bill Bright, founder of Campus 
Crusade.  Both Eric & Toby reconnected when Eric 
retired.  Both men had become elders in their respective 
PCA churches.  Kay had retired from her position as 
Language Chair at Westminster Christian School where 
she had been teaching Spanish for many years 
following her having spent her Junior Year Abroad in 
Spain and her marriage to Toby. Kay was a very 
accomplished Bible Teacher; Toby had founded his 
own law firm specializing in eminent domain, with 
offices in major Florida cities. 
 
Over the course of her education and career Kay 
discovered that this book by Columbus had never been 
translated into English. By 1900, with the 500th 
anniversary of his voyage and discovery (1492) over 
here just around the corner, it was a task she greatly 
wanted to undertake, AND to be the first to do so.  There 
were other competitors among professional academic 
historians.  They were not at all pleased to be 
“scooped”!  The book did not sell well, BUT as I am 
writing this review, only several copies are available on 
Amazon.com at a price of $999.00 each.  The 
significance of its contents, and its shock value are 
finally being appreciated.  

(Continued on Page 6) 
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It is the only book which Admiral Columbus ever wrote 
himself about this historic voyage so honored by  
Americans.  I regret that it is not much more readily 
available, and that its contents have been so ignored by 
others on this subject.  It is the only primary source on 
a subject dear to American hearts. 
 
THE BOOK BY COLUMBUS.  The PROLOGUE, written 
by the Spanish Publisher, E.V. Vila, opens with: “This 
surprising biographical approach to the personality of 
Christopher Columbus as a Christian will doubtless 
come across to the majority of readers as most unusual.  
To identify the Discoverer of America, whom nowadays 
some accuse of genocide of the Indians as a “man after 
God’s own heart,” or to call Isabella of Castile, whom 
others see as a prototype of repression and intolerance, 
as “the missionary Queen” could be judged pure 
idealism on the part of the author were it not for the 
scientific rigor of her documentation.  Autographed 
manuscripts and letters fully support the thesis 
concerning Columbus, his ”Messianism,” his inter-
pretation and his application of Biblical prophecies. 
They demonstrate the actual image the Discoverer had 
of himself, his great exploit, and his mission.  
 
IN HIS OWN WORDS:  Here follow some direct 
quotations from the explorer in this historic and timely 
translation into English.   From a letter he wrote to the 
King and Queen, p.82:  “Most Christian and very high 
Princes:  “I have seen and put in study to look into all 
the Scriptures, cosmography, histories, chronicles and 
philosophy and other arts which our Lord opened to my 
understanding….it became clear to me that it was 
feasible to navigate from here to the Indies, and He 
unlocked within me the determination to execute the 
idea.”  Selections from pp. 104ff: ”The great city of 
Constantinople, gateway to the Orient, fell into the 
hands of the Ottoman Turks in 1453.  This conquest 
provoked the search for new routes to Asia and 
awakened longings for a new crusade against the 
Moslems….Any project that might impede or frustrate 
Moslem aggression would find fertile ground in 
Spain…The sovereigns of Spain in the late 15th and 16th 
centuries poured heart and soul into a national policy to 
achieve religious unity in the Iberian Peninsula, then to 
Europe, and  America…the notable year of 1492 
marked the end of the reconquest in Spain…when 
Ferdinand and Isabella subjugated the last strongholds 
of the Moors in Granada….In his letters to the Spanish 
Monarchs the Admiral expressed time and again his 
earnest desire to dedicate part of the revenues from the 
newly discovered lands to finance a great crusade to 
defeat the infidels and liberate the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem….p. 110:. ”Although the Temple was not 
rebuilt in Columbus’s time, nor was the Holy Land 
rescued from the Moslems, his dream to establish a 
sanctuary in Hispaniola was realized when Diego, his 
first-born and successor, the 2nd Admiral, erected the 
church of Santa Maria de la Concepcion, in Santa 

Domingo. Columbus entitled Chapter 7: Columbus, 
Missionary to the Islands of the Sea.  The fundamental 
object of the enterprise was the cause of the Gospel,  
and gold was to serve only as a medium of exchange.  
By means of Columbus’s discovery of America, Spain 
more than doubled the area of Christianity.  Outstanding 
in the Columbus writings is the fact that he regarded 
himself as the Lord’s divinely appointed for an exalted 
mission, to glorify the Lord…and implement God’s plan 
of salvation in history.  He specifically identified himself 
with king David as a man after God’s own heart. 
 
Finally, in Ch. 9 entitled The Return of Jesus Christ and 
the Reign of God, Columbus identifies his strongest 
motivation for the oceanic crossings: preaching the 
gospel to the whole world, thereby hastening the return 
of the Savior with the world’s end.  All of this is identified 
in his Prophesies and the Scriptural passages he 
quotes.  Then, in the last chapter,  Undertaking the High 
Voyage, his 4th and last, Columbus concludes with: “I 
attest that the Holy Spirit, with marvelous rays of light 
consoled me through the Holy Scriptures, a strong and 
clear testimony, with 44 books of the Old Testament, 
the 4 Gospels, and 23 Epistles of those blessed 
Apostles, encouraging me to proceed with a great 
sense of urgency.”   
 
 

JANUARY LUNCHEON 
 

Friday, January 14, 2022 

Social Time: 11:45am/ Lunch 12 Noon 

Speaker: Matthew Kirk, Pastoral Intern 

Menu: TBA 

 
All are welcome! Please sign up on the SignUp 
Genius below by the Friday prior to the luncheon, 
or contact Jenny Blackmon, Ministry Admin, at 
704-708-6104. A $5 donation to offset food costs 
is appreciated and may be paid at the luncheon. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AAAF
2EA2FC1-january1 

 

 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AAAF2EA2FC1-january1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AAAF2EA2FC1-january1
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A Prayer for the New Year 
(Adapted from the first 21 Resolutions of  

Jonathan Edwards) 

by Trevin Wax 

 

Lord God Almighty, 

I understand that I am unable to do anything 

without your help, 

so I ask you to enable me by your grace to fulfill 

your will. 
 

Give me grace to do whatever brings most glory 

and honor to you, 

pleasure and profit to me, 

And life and love to others. 
 

Help me to number my days, 

Spending my time wisely, 

living my life with all my might while I still have 

breath. 
 

Humble me in the knowledge that I am chief of 

sinners; 

when I hear of the sins of others, 

help me to not look upon them with pride, 

but to look upon myself with shame, 

confessing my own sins to you. 
 

When I go through difficulties and trials, 

remind me of the pains of hell  

from which you have already delivered me. 
 

Place people in my path who need my help, 

and give me a compassionate and generous spirit. 
 

Fill my heart with such love 

That I would never do anything out of a spirit of 

revenge, 

nor lose my temper with those around me. 

Hold my tongue when I am tempted to speak evil 

of others. 
 

Thank you for the gospel and for the hope of 

glory. 

Help me to live in light of these truths every day of 

my life, 

so that when the time of my death arrives, 

I will rest assuredly in you, 

And you will be most glorified in me. 
 

In Christ’s name… 

 

Christmas Dinner Memories 

 
 

 
Creswells & Jim Stevenson 

 
Thankful for Tara & Ken Dabbs, caterers 

 
Twelve Days of Christmas (with motions!) 

 
Surprise Entertainment! Clark Family Singers 

 
Guest Speaker: Tom Groelsema 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 – Eric Moore 

  2 – Becky Hargett 

  8 – Sylvia Walls 

  9 – Leslie Allison 

  9 – Fred Depp 

  9 – Annie Melton 

11 – Peggy Elkin 

11 – Tom Walls 

11 – Susan Woodall 

12 – Barbara Price 

14 – Jerry Cauble 

15 – Bill Clingon 

15 – Anne Murray 

15 – Patti Prieb 

16 – Jane Gissendaner 

17 – Donna Whitehead 

17 – Jane Williams 

18 – Mo Up De Graff 

19 – Judy Moore 

20 – Dottie Toney 

21 – Sam Murray 

23 – Lisa Kelly 

26 – Mary Jo Culver 

28 – Curtis Whalen 

29 – Dot Branson 

29 – Jim Parrish, Jr. 

 

 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  1 – Ora Johnson 

  2 – Jim and Kass Goebel 

  4 – Rick and Cameron Ely 

  8 – Bill and Karen Clingon 

10 – Al and Peggy Elkin 

20 – Hugh and Fran Wise 

20 – Cal and Elaine Deaner 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 
At this time, Sunday School will not 
be live-streamed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
EVENTS 

 

• Sunday School, Sundays,  
 9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room   
 NO Sunday School December 26th or 
 January 2nd  
 
 
 

• Joy Singers return to rehearsals on 
 Monday, January 10th, in Worship 

      Center 211 from 1:30 – 2:30 pm.   
      No rehearsal on January 17th due to 
      MLK holiday and church closed. 
  
 
 

• January Luncheon  
Friday, January 14th, 11:45 am, CLC 

 
 
 

• Ladies Luncheon, January 7th, 11:30 
     Trio’s Restaurant 
 
 
 

• Men’s Monthly Lunch, January 21st, 
11:00, Park Place Restaurant 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
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