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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

Pastor Erik Raymond addresses an issue of the heart that I have found both edifying and encouraging, 
especially entering 2022. He pastors in the Boston area and is a part of the Gospel Coalition.  Pastor Bruce  

   
 

5 Marks of a Contented Heart by Erik Raymond 
 

What are the characteristics of a contented heart? Contentment is often tough to pin down. In his book The 
Art of Divine Contentment, Thomas Watson described five characteristics of a contented heart. With our 
course marked out for learning contentment, let’s think about how we might evaluate where we are in our 
own personal progress.  
 

A Contented Spirit Is a Silent Spirit 
The one who is content is not complaining against God; he does not grumble and murmur. Watson observes:  
When Samuel tells Eli that heavy message from God, that he would “judge his house, and that the iniquity 
of his family should not be purged away with sacrifice forever,” (1 Sam. 3:13–14) doth Eli murmur or dispute? 
No, he hath not one word to say against God: “it is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.” On the 
other hand, Pharaoh, one who did not know God and therefore was discontent said, “who is the Lord? why 
should I suffer all this? why should I be brought into this low condition? who is the Lord?” 
 

Remember well the distinction between complaining to God and complaining about God. When we complain 
to God, we are bringing our problems and vices and crying out to God for wisdom, grace, and help. When 
we are complaining about God, we are attacking his character. This is ungodliness at its core. When Aaron’s 
sons were judged and killed, he “held his peace” (Lev. 10:3). He was silent. However, when Jonah was 
grumbling before God, God asked him, “Do you do well to be angry?” (Jonah 4:4). The difference is clear. 
Silence is a reflection of peaceful trust— even amid circumstances that are difficult to understand. Anger, 
grumbling, and complaining represent inner turmoil and a lack of trust in God.  
 

How would others describe you? Are you apt to speak out and give vent to your frustrations with others and 
God? Or are you inclined to hold your peace and see the Lord in the situation?  
 

A Contented Spirit Is a Cheerful Spirit 
Contentment is more than patience (though it is not less). It involves a cheerfulness of the soul. Watson says, 
“A contented Christian is more than passive; he doth not only bear the cross but take up the cross.” This is 
why Paul can be sorrowful yet always rejoicing (2 Cor. 6:10). He can be content in his sufferings even when 
they are so difficult (2 Cor. 12:10). He doesn’t just say, “The will of the Lord be done”; he says, “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). Watson rightly quips, “‘God loveth a cheerful giver’ . . . 
and God loves a cheerful liver.” When we are content with our lot in Christ, we have the ground of 
cheerfulness within us. We carry our pardon sealed in our very hearts. Could you be accused of being 
cheerful, even amid difficulty?    (Continued on Pag 2) 
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A Contented Spirit Is a Thankful Spirit 
Scripture reminds us to give thanks in everything (1 Thess. 5:18). When we are content, we spy mercy in 
every condition and have our hearts laminated with thanksgiving. Anyone can thank God for prosperity, but 
the contented person blesses him when afflicted (2 Cor. 6:10; Phil. 4:9–11). The discontented heart is ever 
complaining of its current condition, but the contented spirit is always thanking God for it. Watson says, “A 
contented heart is a temple where the praises of God are sung forth, not a sepulcher wherein they are buried.” 
Even while encountering a season of intense difficulty, the contented person may still—because contentment 
is a work of grace from the inside out—have his or her heart dilated in thankfulness. “There is always 
gratulatory music in a contented soul; the Spirit of grace works in the heart like new wine, which under the 
heaviest pressures of sorrow will have a vent open for thankfulness: this is to be content.” Are you 
characteristically thankful?  
 
A Contented Spirit Is Not Bound by Circumstances 
Because contentment works from the inside out, it is shielded from the ever-changing circumstances outside 
us. Remember, Paul himself said that his contentment was seen “in any and every circumstance” (Phil. 4:12). 
Do you find yourself content when things are going well but struggling when the winds are contrary?  
 
A Contented Spirit Will Not Avoid Trouble by Means of Sin 
Resting in God’s providence does not mean that we stand still. Contentment does not mean complacency. 
However, when there is something, we should pursue, but God’s timing has not yet made it available, a 
contented spirit does not rush ahead anyway. The discontented will not wait. Watson explains that if God 
does not open the door of his providence, “they will break it open and wind themselves out of affliction by 
sin; bringing their souls into trouble; this is far from holy contentment, this is unbelief broken into rebellion.”  
Contentment would rather wait upon God than sin against God. “A contented Christian is willing to wait God’s 
leisure and will not stir till God opens a door.” The spirit of contentment says, “I would rather stay in prison 
than purchase liberty by sinning against God.”  
 
Watson punctuates this point well:  
 

A contented Christian will not remove, till as the Israelites he sees a pillar of cloud and fire going before 
him. “It is good that a man should both hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.” (La. 3:26) It 
is good to stay God’s leisure and not to extricate ourselves out of trouble, till we see the star of God’s 
providence pointing out a way to us. 
 

Do you see these marks of contentment in your life?  

Taken from The Gospel Coalition, September 4, 2017 

 
 

 

 
Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

The Ladies' Luncheon is scheduled for Friday, 
February 11th, at 11:30 at Trio's Restaurant. The 
address is 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy (off Hwy. 
51). Please mark your calendar and join us for 
great food and sweet fellowship. Please let Dot 
Branson know that you will be able to attend. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 
 

SENIOR MEN’S MONTHLY LUNCH 
Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 

Friday, February 18th        
11:00 am 

 

“Senior Men’s Lunch will be Friday, February 18th, 
at 11:00, at Park Place Restaurant, 10517 Park 
Rd. That will be a good time to enjoy launching the 
New Year in Jesus. Hoping many will gather for 

great food, fellowship, and teaching by Pastor Mo. 
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HYMN HISTORY 
Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

“STANDING ON THE PROMISES” 
 
When you are "standing on the promises," you can 
be secure regardless of the premises. That was 
certainly true in the life of the author of this hymn, 
Kelso Carter.  
 

Kelso Carter was a hard man to keep track of 
because he kept moving around. A star athlete, he 
returned to college after his graduation to become 
a professor of chemistry, natural science, civil 
engineering, and mathematics. Then he moved 
out West and raised sheep in California.  
 

After that, he practiced a different kind of 
shepherding and was ordained into the Methodist 
ministry. He spoke frequently in Methodist camp 
meetings when he wasn't writing novels or 
mathematics and science textbooks. Later he 
returned to his home state of Maryland, studied 
medicine, and became a practicing physician in 
Baltimore. 
 

When the Christian and Missionary Alliance asked 
him to help compile a hymnal for use in their 
churches, Carter gladly did so, personally 
contributing more than fifty poems and tunes to the 
hymnal. 
 

Some people feel insecure when they are thrust 
into new jobs, new locations, or new 
circumstances, but not Kelso Carter. Regardless 
of the premises, he was "standing on the promises 
of God."  
Psalm119:49, Isaiah 40:8, 2 Peter1:4 

 
 

Standing on the promises of Christ my King,  
Thro' eternal ages let His praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of 
God, my Savior. 
Standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises 
of God. 

 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear 
assail, 
By the living word of God I shall prevail, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to Him eternally by love's strong cord, 
Overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
List'ning ev'ry moment to the Spirit's call, 
Resting in my Savior, as my all in all, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 

R. Kelso Carter (1849-1928) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 
 

 
 

Friday, February 4, 2022 
Social time: 11:45 am / Lunch 12:00 pm / CLC 5&6 

Speakers: Jo Shetler & Amy West, who will speak about their missionary experiences. 
Menu: Lasagna, Caesar salad, Garlic bread, Dessert, Drink 

 

To reserve your spot, please RSVP by Monday, January 31, or directly to Jenny Blackmon, ministry admin. 
at 704-708-6104. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-february1 
 

A $5 donation per person to cover food costs is appreciated. See you there! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-february1
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By Chris Williams 
 

George Mason – Forgotten Founder, 
by Jeff Broadwater. UNC Press, 2006 

 

The more I read about the writing of the US 
Constitution, the more impressed I am with not 
only its contents but with the men that wrote it. At 
the same time, I find occasion for worship; God 
had ordered people and events to bring together 
the right experiences, moral character and thinking 
to produce a unique structure for government that 
remains a wonder even today in this decadent and 
nihilistic time. 
 
George Mason was a successful planter in 
Maryland, a man of very modest education, who 
made major contributions to the thinking and 
eventual drafting of the Constitution.  
 
Mason was a personal friend of George 
Washington and was intimately involved in the 
writing of the Virginia state constitution and author 
of the Virginia Declaration of Rights which became 
a model for our own Bill of Rights. The Virginia 
charter was the first constitutional document in 
America to endorse expressly the separation of 
powers and the first to recognize the courts as a 
distinct branch of government. 
 
He participated in the constitutional convention 
and offered much wisdom but in the end opposed 
its ratification. This seems ironic today now that it 
has been so successful, but at the time, no one 
was confident it would be. 
 
Two dangers motivated Mason’s doubts. He was 
concerned that the Senate/Presidency would 
become a self-perpetuating aristocratic alliance 
that would dominate the government. On the other 
hand, there was the fear of “too much democracy” 
in the House of Representatives in which 
unscrupulous demagogues would sway the public 
to institute foolish policies. Mason thus torn, spoke 
about feared weakness of the document. But in the 
end, his speeches and writings did not prevail but 
were a great contribution to the ratification debate. 
 
A most interesting book. 

 
 

 
By Hugh Wise 

 

America, The Last Best Hope, Vol I,  
From the Age of Discovery to WWI 

By William J. Bennett 
 

This well researched book begins with the story of 
Christopher Columbus, the Christ Bearer who 
purposed to share the gospel with the natives in 
1492.  The closing chapter, 422 years later, deals 
with President Woodrow Wilson’s strange 
endorsement of the infamous silent movie, “Birth of a 
Nation,” which denigrated blacks.  But in those  422  
years of American  exceptionalism, warts and all, 
America has been a source of  inspiration and envy 
for the entire world. 
 

Bennett is a former secretary of education and is a 
best-selling author of the NY Times.  His book is a 
fascinating blend of all segments of American history: 
detailed information and numbers for each of the 
presidential elections, framing of the constitution, 
new technology and inventions, labor unions, 
urbanization, literature, immigration, etc.  Epic 
struggles to abolish slavery and women’s suffrage 
merit much coverage.  Amazing history of 422 years! 
 

Particularly interesting were the many details and 
little known facts about American leaders such as 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Adams, Hamilton, 
Franklin, Lincoln, U. S. Grantd, Teddy Roosevelt, 
Andy Jackson, Taft, W. J. Bryan, Cleveland, W. 
Wilson, Henry Ford, A. G. Bell, Frederick Douglas, 
Carver, R. E. Lee, and many others.  Each one 
contributed so much to America. 
 

Documentation of Revolutionary and Civil War 
battles is comprehensive.  The explanation of the 
impact of 15 Indian tribes from Apache to Winnebago 
is impressive. 
 

God’s hand has been the difference, according to 
history, as He has intervened at crucial times, a few 
of which are listed below: 
 

1.  Columbus, a Christian, was selected to discover 

the New World. 
2.  Persecution of Christians in England led to their 

voyage to the New World. 
3.  The settlers would have starved except for the 

efforts of an English-speaking Indian, Squanto  
      who taught them how to farm corn and catch fish. 
 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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4. The Indians at the first Thanksgiving vastly 
outnumbered the settlers and could have easily                       

      slaughtered them. 
5.  The Iron Hand of England with the implementation 

of the Stamp Tax resulted in the American 
Revolution and freedom.    

6. A shift in the wind and foggy conditions allowed 
Washington’s army to safely withdraw from 
Brooklyn, and the English ships could not follow 
on the East River.       

7.  Franklin, while not a Christian, spoke many 
Biblical thoughts which made their way into the 
foundation of our constitution.       

8.  We had planned to buy only New Orleans from 
the French, but they instead offered the entire 
Louisiana territory for only 3 cents an acre, more 
than doubling the size of America. 

 

America’s exceptionalism is a great story of success 
made possible by God’s grace and the American 
spirit.                                                                                         

 

 
 

AT HOME WITH THE LORD 

“…absent from the body and to be at home 
with the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 5:8 

 

Larry Kirkman 
February 24, 2021 

 

Wally Church 
March 14, 2021 

 

Martha Lee 
June 3, 2021 

 

Bob Black 
August 15, 2021 

 

Helen Pylman (former member) 
August 31, 2021 

 

Dave Cullen 
December 23, 2021 

 

Ginny Cullen 
December 25, 2021 

 

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the 
death of his saints.” Psalm 116:15 

WELCOME NEW FRIENDS! 
 

Darrell and Becky Hargett 
(as submitted by Darrell) 

 

Becky and I are members of a rare group - we are 
both native Char!otteans. I was born and grew up 
in the Hickory Grove area of the county. I attended 
East Meck!enburg High School and graduated 
with Lyndon Kelly, Steve Marion, Darrell Kirkley, 
and another fellow by the name of Harry Reeder! 
Becky arrived when she was 8 years old, and two 
years later, became a classmate at Hickory Grove 
Elementary and McClintock Junior High. Becky 
moved away, and we did not see one another for 
52 years. 
 
We both had families and careers - mine in 
industrial sales and Becky in retail management. 
Fifty-two years later we reconnected through 
Facebook. After many "likes", comments, and 
chats we developed a friendship which grew into a 
relationship.  
 
We both realized we needed a traditional church 
home. We visited a number of churches and 
decided to visit Christ Covenant at the 
recommendation of several friends. At that first 
service, we were warmly welcomed by Becky and 
Bob Shamess, who became 'pew pals' and we 
now have a wonderful friendship we call family.   
 
That first visit was also the Sunday that Kevin de 
Young preached his first sermon as Senior Pastor. 
After the service we walked out, looked at one 
another, and said "We've found our church home!" 
 
Our main goal was to grow in our faith and love 
with Christ, and we continue to grow every day 
since. We signed up for the Fall 2017 Discovery 
Class, became members in January 2018, and 
became involved in various ministries which have 
enriched our lives. 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the March newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey no later than February 20th.  Please send 
them to her at jane@yancey.com  

 
 
 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
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TRUE LOVE 
 

By Paul G. Settle  
(A founding pastor of the PCA) 

 
DEFINITION: LOVE IS… 
 

…an act of the WILL 
  John 21:15-17; 1 John 5:1-5; Deuteronomy 7:7-10; John 15:16-17 
 
…which also involves THOUGHT… 
 1 John 3:16-18; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 12:24; Psalm 107: 8, 9, 43 
 
…and FEELINGS… 
 1 John 3:17; John 11:33-35 
 
….by which one CHOOSES AN OBJECT… 
 1 John 4:11; Matthew 5:44; 22:17-40; Ephesians 5:25; John 21:15-18 
 
…and no matter what the COST… 
 1 John 4:10-11; 2 Corinthians 8:8-9; Genesis 22:1-2 
 
…and regardless of the WORTH OF THE OBJECT… 
 Romans 5:6-8 
 
…goes on SEEKING GOD’S BEST for that object, under all circumstances, continually… 
 John 13:34-35; 17:24-26 
 
…with JOY… 
 Hebrews 12:1-2; Colossians 1:3-4, 11-13 
 
…and THANKSGIVING… 
 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18; Philippians 4:1, 4-6; Colossians 1:3-4, 11-13 
 
…FOREVER… 
 Jeremiah 31:1-3; Psalm 23:6 

 
SOURCE: The source of the disposition of the heart is God, who creates it in our hearts by His Holy Spirit. 
Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:22. IT IS A GIFT OF GRACE 
 
MODEL: The model is Christ, our perfect example. John 13:34; 15:12; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 4:25-27 
 
EFFICACY: The efficacy of the love holds all other graces in place. Colossians 3:14; Galatians 5:6; 1 
Corinthians 13: 1-13 
 
NECESSITY: Love is the supreme test and evidence of our abiding in God and He in us.  

1 John 4:7-12, 16-21; 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13. Without Love, all else is Futile 
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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

There may be no language as quirky and irregular as English, nor any language whose words can have 
such varied meanings and whose letters can be pronounced in such a multitude of ways. That’s the 
premise behind this old poem I stumbled upon in an old anthology. It is titled, rather unimaginatively, 
“The English Language.” It’s a good and fun one to read aloud.   From Tim Challies’ Blog 

 
A pretty deer is dear to me, 
A hare with downy hair: 
I love a hart with all my heart, 
But barely bear a bear. 
‘Tis plain that no one takes a plane 
To have a pair of pears; 
A rake, though, often takes a rake 
To tare away the tares. 
All rays raise thyme, time razes all; 
And through the whole, hole wears. 
A writ, in writing “right,” may write 
It “wright,” and still be wrong— 
For  “write” and “rite” are neither “right,” 
And don’t to wright belong. 
Beer often brings a bier to man, 
Coughing a coffin brings. 
And too much ale will make us ail, 
As well as other things. 
The person lies who says he lies 
When he is but reclining; 
And, when consumptive folks decline, 
They all decline declining. 
A quail don’t quail before a storm— 
A bough will bow before it; 
We cannot rein the rain at all— 
No earthly powers reign o’er it. 
The dyer dyes awhile, then dies; 
To dye he’s always trying, 
Until upon his dying-bed 
He thinks no more of dyeing. 
A son of Mars mars many a sun; 
All deys must have their days. 
And every knight should pray each night 
To Him who weighs his ways. 
‘Tis meet that man should mete out meat 
To feed misfortune’s son; 
The fair should fare on love alone, 
Else one cannot be won. 
The springs spring forth in Spring, and shoots 
Shoot forward one and all; 
Though Summer kills the flowers, it leaves 
The leaves to fall in Fall. 
I would a story here commence, 
But you might find it stale; 
So let’s suppose that we have reached 
The tail end of our tale. 
 



 8 
 

 
 

FEBUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  6 – Steve Marion 

  9 – Peggy Cathey 

  9 – Rob Randolph 

10 – Nancy Megargee 

12 – Dave Ruths 

17 – Mary Guthrie 

18 – Helena Rea 

22 – Sandi Barkman 

25 – Martha Bond 

28 – Bob Smith 

 

 
FEBUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  3 – Joe and Peggy Cathey 

  4 – Rob and Susan Randolph 

24 – Bob and Barbara Smith 

 

 

I CORINTHIANS 13 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver 
up my body to be burned,[a] but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful;[b] 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, 
it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial 
will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 
I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28652a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28654b
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 
At this time, Sunday School will not 
be live-streamed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
EVENTS 

 

• Sunday School, Sundays,  
 9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room   
  
 

 

• Febuary Luncheon  
Friday, February 4th, 11:45 am, CLC 

 
 
 

• Ladies Luncheon, February 11th, 
11:30 am, Trio’s Restaurant 

 
 
 

• Men’s Monthly Lunch, Febuary 18th, 
11:00 am, Park Place Restaurant 
 
 
 

• Joy Singers return to rehearsals on 
 Monday, January 24th, in Worship 

Center 211 from 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
 
 
 

• Newsletter Article Deadline 
     February 20th  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
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