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Attacks 
on a nation







THE MYTHICAL 
BEGINNINGS OF ROME

753 BC
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ROMULUS AND REMUS - 753 BC
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They 
murdered 

Amulius who had 
thrown them into 

the Tiber river
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Decided to found a new city.  
But Romulus killed his brother Remus  

and named the city after himself in 753 BC
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After 40 yr. reign Romulus died 
and was taken to heaven by his father, 

the Roman god Mars
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Archaeological evidence showing Rome inhabited at dawn of 
Iron Age - 10th to 9th century BC.  

Palatine Hill evidence matches date of 753 BC
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Rome began as 
KINGDOM ruled by 

Etruscan Kings 
(753BC - 509 BC)

Reputation for being 
authoritative & arrogant. 

Early wars with 
neighbors.
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509 BC overthrow of 
monarchy — rape of 

Lucretia  by last king’s son 
avenged

Her family rose up 
against king/family, 

forcing him to flee from 
Rome. Marked end of 

monarchy.



ERA of REPUBLIC (509 BC TO 27 BC) 
Patricians created plebeian magistracy. 

Originally 2 tribunes - expanded to 5 



Power struggles 
close to civil war. 

Corruption. 
Ruled by group 

unable to control 
regional military. Led 
to Roman Civil Wars  

& more division.

All this set stage 
for Julius Caesar to rise 

to power.

Patricians vs 
plebians
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ERA OF ROMAN EMPIRE 
(27 BC —476 AD)
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After 2nd Civil War, republic turned into empire. 
Octavian became EMPEROR AUGUSTUS gaining 

control over the military. 
 — transition back to one -person rule.
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Most famous 
emperor was Julius 

Caesar —his line 
extended through 

period of New 
Testament

Assassinated 
on  Ides of March, 44 

BC

Reigned 46-44 BC



Emperors during NT era:

20
Caligula

Claudius
Nero (54-68 AD)

Augustus
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NERO murdered his rival, his 
mother, many senators, and 

others.



Burning of  Rome - July 64AD
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60-70% 
of city 

destroyed

CHRISTIANS 
SCAPEGOATS??? 

Cover for theory that he 
put the city in flames to 

free space for his 
building plans
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Led to 
beheading 
of Apostle 

Paul
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Nero commits suicide 68 AD 
with no clear 

plan of succession



RULE OF CONSTANTINE 
306-337 AD
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Council of  Nicaea 325 AD
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Constantinople as 
“New Rome” in 330 AD



29

Emperor Theodosius I with 
Edict of Thesslonica made 

Christianity the official 
religion of the Roman 

Empire - 380 AD
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THE FALL OF ROME
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“It seems that all 
empires reached an 
apogee from which 

the decline is steady 
and often almost 
unnoticed by the 

people at the centre 
of the fall.”

Gradual but steady decline from 3rd to 8th centuries

Edward Gibbon
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“Perhaps the longest suicide in world history.”



SOME OF THE INTERNAL FACTORS 
LEADING TO FALL OF ROME

1. ARROGANT VIEW THAT IT HAD THE RIGHT TO 
RULE THE WORLD. 
2. CORRUPTION IN THE RANKS OF LEADERSHIP 
SUCH AS NERO. & OTHERS. 
3. VESPIAN FOLLOWED NERO AND ORDERED THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE COLISEUM - 
SYMPTOMATIC OF THE DEATH OF A CULTURE
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4. Distant provinces began to spin out of control by 271 
AD. Things began to fall apart 

GOTHS were breaching the frontiers.



SOME OF THE 
EXTERNAL FACTORS IN 
DECLINE OF ROME
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On August 26 410 AD , ALARIC leader of Goths  

attacked Rome 
Shock waves across the world !!!     

Waves of invaders.
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900 years after being a strong empire.  
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Waves of invaders brought the western 
empire to its knees.

Last 
Emperor 

Julius Nepos, 
then 2 yr. old 

Romulus
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News reached Jerome 
in Palestine …

“If 
Rome 

can 
perish, 

what can 
be 

safe?”
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News reached Jerome 
in Palestine …

“My tongue cleaves to the 
roof of my mouth, and sobs 

choke my utterance, to think that 
the city is a  captive which led 

captive the whole world.”
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News reaches 
Augustine in 
Hippo, North 

Africa

His life 
would 

be 
changed !
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Refugees 
poured into 
Africa from 
Italy. They 

told stories 
of the 

destruction 
they had 

seen.
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Augustine (age 
55) became 

alarmed by some 
who were blaming 

the disaster on 
Christianity. They 
argued that if old 
Roman gods had 
been kept, they 

would have 
protected Rome. 
Led to writing his 

greatest book
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Worked on 
this for 20+ 

years. 22 
“books” in it
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Fall of Nineveh Fall of Babylon

Now the Fall of Rome

He saw the 
event for what it 
was —a passing 

phase in 
history…
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Earthly kingdoms come and go.  
What would outlast Rome, is the eternal 

Kingdom of Christ. 
Caesar is gone, Nero is gone —-but 

not CHRIST !!
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At the time of his dying 80,000 
invading Vandals were ready to 

storm the city of Hippo. Were 
creating pirate kingdom of 

Carthage. 

Augustine 
lived 

another 20+ 
years.

Straits of 
Gibraltar
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ERA 
OF 

SHIFTING 
OF 

CIVILIZATIONS
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In Vandal 
invasion two 

Catholic bishops 
tortured to death.



Friends quoted words of 
Jesus “Flee to another city.”
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AUGUSTINE:  “Let 
no one dream of 

holding our ship so 
cheaply that the 

sailors, let alone the 
Captain, should 

desert her in time of 
peril.”



VANDALS DID COME & 
ATTACK CITY OF HIPPO
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Entered heavenly city 
August 28, 440.  Last 
command: “See that 

the church library 
and all the books are 
carefully preserved 

for posterity.”
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Within days of Augustine’s death the city 
surrendered to the Vandals. By the end of 

that year the Vandals had set up a kingdom 
in Carthage.
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Carthage later fell to  
Muslim Arabs 

in 698. 
Ruled almost without 

interruption to 
present day.
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Vandals burned the city of Hippo after his death 
but the cathedral and library were untouched.
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Others who wrote on 
Fall of Rome included 

Orosius- “Seven 
Books Against the 
Pagans”  (417-418) 
Demonstrated that 
the pre-Christian 

world also suffered. 
Interpreted the 

invasions as divine 
punishment.
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Jerome  had already interpreted  
4th kingdom in Daniel as ROME 

So concluded Rome 
would continue as long as church



Salvian (Fifth Century)  
“On the Divine Government”

Invasions as divine punishment 
for sins of Rome. (Pagans 
blamed it on punishment by the 
gods of the Republic for 
forsaking their worship.)
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As Rome fell the 
vacuum in the 
West was filled 
by the church 

and its bishops. 
But corruption in 

the church 
created 

conditions that 
led to 

Reformation.
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As Western 
empire 

collapsed 
eastern part of 
Roman world 

continued with 
Constantinople 

as capital. 
Byzantine rule 
for 1000 years 

until Muslim 
invasion in 

1453.
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Lasting legacy of Rome….

1.Heritage evident in the 
fields of architecture and 
engineering. Temples and other 
buildings were erected with the 
belief that peace would continue 
to endure and the empire would 
last eternally. 

* Coliseum

* Pantheon

* Arch of Titus

* Arch of Constantine

* Other structures in Roman Forum


The lasting legacy of Rome

Is there anything 
that remains from the 

vast Roman Empire? How 
has it impacted us?



Lasting legacy of Rome….

The heritage that survived the  
Roman Empire is evident in the 
fields of architecture and 
engineering.  
* Coliseum 
* Partheon 
* Arch of Titus 
* Arch of Constantine 
* Roman forum….



LASTING LEGACY

BUILT NETWORK OF ROADS SO 
ARMIES (AND MISSIONARIES) 

COULD CIRCULATE. 



Lasting legacy of Rome….

They were good at refining 
existing technologies. 

“When we consider saunas, flush 
lavatories, aqueducts, baths, irrigation, 

vast stadia, defensive walls, high-rise 
houses, water-driven flour mills, roads 

or public water foundations, we are 
considering things that the Romans 

adapted and passed on.” 



Lasting legacy of Rome….

*Left Latin language 
with its impact. 

*Developed Julian 
calendar.



PERSPECTIVE

GOD’S 
KINGDOM 

TRANSCENDS ANY 
EARTHLY KINGDOMS 
AND EMPIRES — IT 

OUTLASTS THEM ALL. 
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Whether our nation experiences a fall 
like Rome or not, God will continue to 

build his church !
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Hebrews 
11:10 
11:16 
12:28 
13:14 

“Here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek the city that is to come.”


