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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

BEFORE I FORGET 
 

Looking back over these last two years with the fog of Covid hanging over our country, our church, our 
families and ourselves, life as we knew it was interrupted. Suddenly we found ourselves wearing masks, 
standing/sitting six feet apart, constantly washing with hand sanitizer, going to restaurants for carry-out, and 
live-streaming worship service. For some it went to the next level, coming in contact with Covid, becoming 
quarantined, coming down with Covid, hospitalization, with some eventually succumbing to it. But our 
community more so had to deal with isolation and loneliness, detachment from family, from one another, and 
from fellowship. Certainly, it was a fresh reminder of our human frailty and our dependency on the Lord. It 
drew us to the Lord, seeking guidance, wisdom, and for His healing hand upon us and our families, friends, 
and church. 
 

Covid doesn’t stop pastoring, ministry stays the same but serving takes on different approaches. With 
constant changes coming down from the governor and the county, trying to keep up presented new 
challenges and opportunities in shepherding the flock. With summer, fellowships on the church lawn were 
then followed by indoor fellowships in the main lobbies of the sanctuary. Our regular Sunday School was 
replaced by Thursday School in the sanctuary with the addition of live streaming. Our monthly luncheons 
gradually resumed with social distancing and limited seating. Even with these restrictions we were still able 
to have our Christmas Dinner, with 182 in attendance!  
 

BUT in the midst of Covid and all that we have gone through (and for some still going through), we have 
seen “the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living!” The Lord has blessed us with caring elders and 
deacons in our community, along with willing volunteers who planned, organized, and made happen our 
fellowships, luncheons, and Thursday School. Without them we would NOT have had the encouragement 
and fellowship we needed. I know that I have mentioned this before in a previous article, but it is all too easy 
to forget “all His benefits” to us, and we need to be reminded. 
 

Since our return to full “body life,” here at church, we have enjoyed the blessing of new seniors in our 
community! Our monthly lunches (70+), our fall retreat (84), our Christmas dinner (182), and our Sunday 
School (90-100) have experienced increased attendance. 
  
But what blesses my heart and makes me give thanks to God is the way you all have welcomed and loved 
these new folks into the community. Reaching out to them before and after class, inviting them to the different 
activities and fellowships, and receiving them with open hearts. Prompted by the love of Christ in your own 
hearts, and the fact that 95.8 per cent of us are “imports,” and the fact that all of us were at one time new to 
the community fuels our desire to make these new folks a part of the fellowship. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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I think of Bob Parlante’s favorite verse as I close my article and that is I Thessalonians 1:3; but I will start 
with verse 2: 

 
I “give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith, and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ….” 

 

 
HYMN HISTORY 

Submitted by Peggy Dear 
 

“IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE” 
 

British hymnologist Erick Routley calls this hymn "full 
of plump polysyllables." Another scholar called it a 
flowery attempt to express the inexpressible. The 
hymn was inspired by the apostle Paul's words to 
young Timothy: "Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever." (1Timothy 1:17 KJV).  
 
The writer of the hymn, Walter Chalmers Smith, was 
a pastor in the Free Church of Scotland for forty-four 
years (1850-1894). Though he wrote many hymns, 
this is the only one still in use today.  
 
In our day of casual Christianity and almost flippant 
prayer, we desperately need to catch glimpses of 
God's incredible character. In these wonderful 
stanzas, we who "wither and perish" come face -to-
face with our immortal, invisible, unchanging God. 
And amazingly, this great God, whom even 
polysyllables cannot adequately describe, loves us 

dearly.    

Immortal, invisible God only wise,  
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might. 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and 
love. 
 
To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all. 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee. 
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we would render: O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 

 Walter Chambers Smith (1824-1908) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Submitted by Dot Branson 
 

The Ladies' Luncheon is scheduled for Friday, 
March 11TH, at 11:30 at Trio's Restaurant. The 
address is 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy (off 
Hwy.51). Please mark your calendar and join us 
for great food and sweet fellowship. Please let Dot 
Branson know that you will be joining us. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

SENIOR MEN’S MONTHLY LUNCH 
Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 

Friday, March 18th      
11:00 am 

 

Don’t miss this special monthly opportunity to 
enjoy and be enriched by great fellowship and food  
and teaching by Pastor Mo.  (I hope that I’ll 
personally “be cleared” to join you. Thanks much 
for your prayers!) 
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MARCH SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON 
 

Date: March 4, 2022 
Time: 11:45am Social/Lunch 12 Noon 

Guest Speakers: Bruce & Jaye Hansen 
 

Bruce and Jaye Hansen will be speaking on 
“Equipping the Church to Share the Message 
of Jesus Christ Through the Gift of Reading.” 
 
Please register no later than Monday, February 
28th at the link below or by calling Jenny Blackmon, 
ministry admin, at 706-708-6104. 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc
1-march2 

 
All are welcome!  
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
The April Luncheon date has been changed to 
Friday, April 1st.  The church office is closed on 
Good Friday, but the Good Friday Service will still 
be held at noon in the Worship Center. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Fall Senior Adult Retreat 
 

September 20-23, 2022 
 

Fort Caswell Coastal Retreat & 
Conference Center on Oak Island, NC 

 

 
 

SPRING FELLOWSHIP 
LUNCHES AND DINNERS 

 

It is time to sign up to host and/or to attend a lunch 
or dinner during April or May with a small (6-12) 
group of your Coram Deo classmates. 
 
If you would like to be part of this Spring fellowship, 
please contact Lucille Ruths at 704-846-4074 or at 
lmr@carolina.rr.com by March 13. 
 
 

February Luncheon Pictures 
 

 
 

Anne Hopkins and Jo Shetler Celebrating 60 
years since they went on the mission field. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-march2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-march2
mailto:lmr@carolina.rr.com
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By Chris Williams 
 

The Panzer Killers. The untold story of a fighting general and his spearhead tank division’s 
charge into the Third Reich. By Daniel P. Bolger. Caliber 2021 
The Day the War Ended. May 8, 1945 – Victory in Europe. By Martin Gilbert. Henry Holt, 1995 
 

These two books fit neatly together; the first takes the reader from the Normandy landings up to days before the 
fall of Nazi Germany, then the second book relates final events days before and just after the official surrender.  
 
The Panzer Killers references the German Panzer tanks that comprised the backbone and strength of the enemy 
armies. It traces the progress of General Maurice Rose, in command of the 3rd Armored Division of the Second 
Army, as he led his unit through the hedge rows of Normandy across northern Europe into Germany. I liked this 
account because it gives details on the front-line combat missing in other histories. General Rose was a truly front-
line commander driving, walking, and commanding in the forward areas where the actual battle was taking place. 
Being a front-line commander, he had greater awareness of the enemy positions and capabilities and was able to 
direct his units effectively. 
 
General Rose commanded his “Spearhead” division from August 7, 1944 to March 30, 1945 at which time he was 
killed in action. By that time the war was winding down, and in a few weeks, Hitler would be dead and unconditional 
surrender completed. 

 
The Day the War Ended covers the events just before and just after the actual day of surrender. It is not a military 
account but is intensely anecdotal drawing from personal letters and diaries from those who experienced the time 
and place. The discovery of the Nazi atrocities and their publication around the world, along with public, political, 
and military reaction fills much of the account. For that reason, some will not want to read this since it can be 
graphic and very sad. (One function of book reviews is to warn readers of books they might NOT want to read!) 
 
Mr. Gilbert covers the experiences of war’s end not only in the immediate battle zone but draws anecdotes from 
literally all over the world including the reaction in Palestine, America, Norway, England, South Africa, and the 
Pacific Theatre of operations, where Japan remained undefeated. By any measure it was a horrible war with 
civilian death far exceeding military to some 80 million people.  
 
The end of the war did not bring joy and rejoicing to everyone. Many were left at the end with extreme distress 
and sadness over the loss of friends and family members either through combat or in the extermination camps. 
Having witnessed the brutality and bloodshed throughout, some of these men and women would never recover. 
But this encouraging account from Roger Peacock, in a letter to the author, is given in the book’s epilogue on 
page 411. 

 
“…and still all emotion was paralyzed. This I did not query: it seemed most natural and would continue 
indefinitely, perhaps forever? 
 
“Then one afternoon I entered a Forces canteen and climbed up to the tiny chapel in the attic. There I sat 
alone, still dazed – my normal state over the preceding months. I picked up a Prayer Book and opened it a 
random, at the Epistle for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity, as it chanced. Chanced? I came to the words: ‘Now 
all these things happened to them for examples, and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.’ 
 
“My eyes read no further. A huge wave of relieving grief rose within me, would not be controlled, broke into 
total weeping. All grief of 1940, of seeing friends die day by day. All the privations and separations of POW 
life;’ all the frustration of the joyless return; all sought expression. I don’t know how long I knelt there, crying. 
Nobody else came in and at length I dried my eyes, pulled myself together and left. From that moment, though 
still slowly, life returned: my war was over.” 
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By Hugh Wise 

 

Why We’re Not Emergent 
by Kevin DeYoung and Ted Kluck 

The marketing of churches has experienced many changes.  Remember the 1980’s with the praise bands, ‘modern 

music’, etc.?  Now the trend is completely different.  The scriptures and doctrine are being seriously attacked. 

The authors detail the opposition to orthodox beliefs and the authority of scripture.  They state that trying to describe 

the emergent church is like trying to “nail Jell-O onto a wall”.  It could mean a hundred different things to a hundred 

different people.  This book quotes a cadre of authors and pastors who subject the Bible to great abuse.  Sadly, many 

church members accept this emergent church theology, resulting in syncretism which is the blending of different 

religions or philosophies into one and is a power which separates God from his people. 

Three categories of the Emergent Church (E. C.) are presented:  E. C. vs. orthodox church, E. C. theology and E. C. 

norms.  Several (there are many more) defining attributes are listed. 

Emergent Church vs. Orthodox Church 
E. C. rejects: 
Bible as inspired word of God  truth of original sin  reality of eternal life 
the resurrection    the virgin birth                 depravity of man   
reality of hell    fear of God’s wrath  God’s sovereignty 
God’s plan for marriage                God’s created order  inerrancy of Bible 

 
                              Emergent Church Theology 

 
Christian orthodoxy evolving after 2000 years.  Bible needs to be re-imagined. 
Questions are the new answers.    “It is written” is not an absolute.” 
It’s information, not transformation.   Theology changes with the culture.  
Nothing unique about Christianity.   Social justice is our #1 priority. 
Doctrine is not foundational to our beliefs.  Slavery must also be in the forefront. 
Some want to politicize the church.   Racial aspects are a part of every issue. 

 
                Emergent Church Norms 

 
Goal of life is to get what I want.                  Faith in Jesus not necessary.                              
We will be a new Christian, wedded to culture.  Worship the creature; not the Creator. 
Anyone can be in the new church.    Agree with world’s culture. 
Believe in original goodness, not original sin.  God does not assign anyone to hell. 
Jesus is not the only way to salvation.   Buddha, etc. on same level as Jesus.  
Agree with world’s culture.    God does not assign anyone to hell.  
Church goal is to create heaven on earth.   We must crusade for social justice. 

 
                                 A most enlightening read.   
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HAVE YOU MET? 
Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

Dick and Donna Anderson 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil to 
give you a future and a hope.” (Jer. 29:11) 

 

Dick is originally from Bemidji, Minnesota where his 
dad was one of the founding fathers of Oak Hills 
Fellowship which is now a four-year Bible College.  
Dick became a Christian at the age of 8. Donna was 
born and raised in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area.  
Donna was raised Catholic and then Lutheran but 
completely committed her life to Christ at 32. 
 

We are a blended family with three sons and 
daughters-in-law and seven grandchildren ranging 
from 27 to 5 years of age who live in the 
Minneapolis, Seattle, and Charlotte areas. We are 
excited to be celebrating our 40th wedding 
anniversary this year. 
 

Dick is a retired mechanical design engineer and 
still enjoys working two half days a week at Keyper 
Systems.  Donna retired six years ago as an 
Executive Assistant at Bank of America. 
 

We moved to Charlotte in 1992 and have been 
members of Christ Covenant Church for twenty six 
of the thirty years.  Several of our friends from our 
church in Wisconsin knew people at Christ 
Covenant; therefore, we felt the Lord was leading 
us here.  Dick has been involved in the choir and 
Donna has helped at the Welcome Center along 
with other ministries.  We have also been a part of 
a Covenant Group for all the years we’ve been 
here. 
 

The Lord has blessed us with so many dear and 
precious friends at Christ Covenant through the 
years who have come alongside us as we have 
faced many trials along with many joys.  We feel so 
blessed as the Lord continues to draw us closer to 
himself through the wonderful Bible centered 
preaching, teaching, and studying of his word. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 

Articles for the March newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey no later than March 20th.  Please send 
them to her at jane@yancey.com 

 

TURNING POINTS 
 

Paul Engle's current class, "Turning Points in 
Christian History..." is now available on the Senior 
Adult webpage. Please see link below. Class 
notes, slides, and audio teaching have been 
uploaded. Classes will continue to be added and 
available by the middle of each week. 
https://christcovenant.org/ministries/seniors/ 
(scroll to middle of page). 
 
Please contact Jenny Blackmon, Ministry Admin, 
with questions at 704-708-6104. 
 
 

BOOK NOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
1. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones’s “Studies in the 

Sermon on the Mount” is a helpful companion 

to Christ Covenant’s evening sermon series. It 

is written with the doctor’s typical edifying style. 

Pastor Kevin highly recommends this volume. 

This companion book is 585 pages and costs 

$28 at the Book Nook. 

2. Sinclair Ferguson’s “The Whole Christ” is a rich 

unpacking of the “Marrow Controversy” which 

was a 1700’s debate relating to legalism, 

antinomianism, and how Christians can have 

assurance of faith. Do not be intimidated by the 

heavy theology and old history but know that 

Ferguson approaches the topics as a teacher 

and encourager of souls. 229 pages, $19 at the 

Book Nook. Difficulty: Moderate. 

 

MELODY MAKERS 

of 

Matthews United Methodist Church 
 

in concert 
 

Tuesday, March 22nd, 11 am 
 

Matthews United Methodist Church 

Sanctuary 

801 S. Trade Street 

Matthews, NC 28105 
 

This community choir features some of our 
own Joy Singers! 
 

mailto:jane@yancey.com
http://url8428.fellowshipone.com/ls/click?upn=2o2TZ0uAfm6jSCgIxK-2BeBM-2FTFALYSJ9m5Md7aDMaIpb1p-2F37F2ELa6TAHNoaYK-2FqTaw8KEZ5LabS4ZzCN5eVxg-3D-3DbJ9D_pr9v8VuZwqK5K073R1J6bFAtTt-2FuhVFXApXTu9hRzJU3NFdiUdqdCoQiZok-2B9P0OUEIUaGhrMWb3tWXYsltpV7exHoth6nBpVGHBzJtscAPVjuelk7OZ-2Fh-2FCyulb37YISBKqGGbNSwPRjijB-2BAqj-2BM054kFh8O6MxTjX-2F0dvftF3O2NA8pXwdThS3M7TFzNar7OsSQgyaFDyIchAG3sdAtOwoMZqDGUJLPMhz-2Br0HCM0cqhxvBLVp5ODaF8fsjDT9qVMLkS-2BbRE7lCIWjNPD1jfkYAYx3BcrK-2BiR0g9Yo6j86QfBqq3LDgqbRhpzMfhou0FPVSADJYru3kk1GCiFnRq2gIJO42fr36OWKFl9mnfyZZsk7AfhtApRUtsyXs-2FQ8FXCQfc-2BgFenODx-2FfpnHOQa-2F66HvCSfWvlHUX67arGs-2FyPsMd-2BF96NN9YFi1gxKX
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I LIVE ALONE 
Submitted by Jane Yancey 

 

This prayer was given to me on a bookmark by one of 
my neighbors many years ago.  I thought it related to 
Pastor Bruce’s article this month. 
 

Stay by my side, O Lord, for I’m alone. 
I need your presence with me 

Night and day, to share my home, 
To guide me on my way 

 

Keep me safe from danger; 
Fill my heart with joy. 

Give me your peace, your gift 
To share with those whose hearts 

Are troubled or despair. 
 

And even when the shadow 
Of the Cross falls on my path 

I see your Easter sunlight 
Through the dark. 

 

I live alone, dear Lord, 
But I am sure Your gaze is ever on me 

As on an only child. 
 

Abide in me, dear Lord, 
That I may live in you. 

Amen 
 

MECKLENBERG COUNTY SENIOR 
GAMES & SILVERARTS OPPORTUNITY  

 

Dates: April 1- June 18, 2022 
Registration Deadline: March 11 

 

https://www.ncseniorgames.org/mecklenburg 
 

• Join participants in 53 Local Games that serve 

all 100 counties across the state of North 

Carolina each Spring.  Participants 50 years of 

age and better compete in sports and arts 

categories in Local Games. Qualifiers will 

move on to participate at State Finals. 
 

• In 1986 SilverArts was formed to give seniors 

in North Carolina an outlet for creative 

expression.  SilverArts brings together the 

athlete and the artist in a program that 

recognizes the values common to both 

endeavors: discipline, dedication, and a sense 

of accomplishment.  Five categories of art are 

showcased annually at State Finals: visual 
arts, literary arts, performing arts, heritage arts, 

and cheerleading. 

 

Hymn Humor 
Submitted by Jenny Blackmon 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ncseniorgames.org/mecklenburg
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

  2 – Butch Barkman 

  4 – Harriett Carney 

  6 – Beth Sulzmann 

11 – Helen Brown 

11 – Diana Sylvester 

11 – Donn Toney 

12 – Norm Petty 

14 – Tom Theyson 

16 – David Pacey 

18 – Cinda Hutchinson 

20 – Bill Earnhardt 

20 – Al Reinken 

22 – Michael Woodall 

27 – Cameron Ely 

27 – Norma Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  4 – Robert and Rosemary Adams 

  8 – Daniel and Barbara Daloia 

14 – Dale and Teresa Yurkovich 

15 – Joe and Judy Massengill 

18 – Lance and Donna Whitehead 

21 – Steve and Susan Sperry 

26 – Shelby Carbera 

29 – Bruce and Jaye Hansen 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study:  (704) 708-6106 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC  28105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

EVENTS 
 

• Sunday School, Sundays,  
 9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room   
  
 

 

• March Luncheon  
Friday, March 4th, 11:45 am, CLC 

 
 
 

• Ladies Luncheon, March 11th, 
11:30 am, Trio’s Restaurant 

 
 
 

• Men’s Monthly Lunch, March 18th, 
11:00 am, Park Place Restaurant 
 
 
 

• Joy Singers rehearsals 
 Mondays, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
     in Worship Center 211  

 
 

• Newsletter Article Deadline 
     March 20th  
 

• April Luncheon, April 1st 

• Senior Retreat, September 20 - 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com

