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BETWEEN SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 

Senior Adults Newsletter 
Christ Covenant Church 

April 2022 
 

GRACE TO YOU 
 

This month’s Grace to You, is written by our intern, Matthew Kirk. He and Caroline and their two children, 
Archie and Bea-Bea, are from the United Kingdom. Currently, Matthew is in his first year at Reformed 
Theological Seminary. It has been a real blessing for us to have them in our Senior Adult Community helping in 
Sunday School. Remember to pray for Matthew and his family in his schooling, for their health and for their 
continual adjustment.  -Pastor Bruce 

 
  INDEED 

By Matthew Kirk, Pastoral Intern 
 

“Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave 
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So, if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free free indeed.”  John 8:34–36 
 
That last word leapt off the page at me this week when I read this chapter during my morning devotion. You 
might think it brave of a British brother to write a devotional reflection on freedom to his American family, but 
as we can laugh and rejoice together in the Lord, I figure you might indulge me this one time. For just as the 
idea, pursuit, and enjoyment of freedom is so foundational to your American nation, even more is freedom to 
us as Christians. 
 
Jesus is explaining that all those whom He frees will know true freedom, real freedom, a greater quality of 
freedom than anything in this world can provide, greater even than that afforded to you by the Declaration of 
Independence! Freedom indeed. 
 
When most people think of freedom, they tend to think about both freedom from control or coercion (be that 
from a King, Congress, society, or other person) as well as freedom to do whatever they want, whenever 
they want. Throughout John chapter 8 we find a much richer and more wonderful definition of freedom. I 
simply want to highlight one aspect of this freedom: freedom from the power of sin. 
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.” Jesus was telling the Pharisees that 
they too, even though they acted respectably and religiously, were in fact controlled by a sinful nature; a 
sinful nature shared by men and women, boys and girls the world over. The Pharisees thought they were 
already free, but rather they were controlled by their sinful desires and the lies of the devil. Ever since Adam, 
every person born of a woman has been born into slavery; what the catechism calls “an estate of sin and 
misery.” Apart from the gospel people cannot help but live their lives in rebellion to God. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

Yet Jesus teaches that those who trust in God’s promises of salvation are freed from that miserable tyranny. 
Earlier Jesus had told the Pharisees, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). His point was because of what He would soon accomplish 
through His death and resurrection, those who trusted in Him would no longer have to sin. When Jesus died 
on the cross, He died to free us from the penalty our sins deserve. When Jesus rose from the dead, He rose 
to guarantee us a future where we too would be raised to glory and be freed from the presence of our sin. 
He then ascended to the Father to send us His Holy Spirit who would free us from the power of our sin in 
this life; to help us say “no” to sin, and “yes” to righteousness! 
 

Those who believe in Jesus as their Savior no longer have to walk in darkness, practicing sin, believing the 
lies of the devil. The idea we “just can’t help it” or that “we can never change” comes from the devil, the 
father of lies. Our Savior tells us “Those who I set free are really, actually, truly free!” This doesn’t mean we 
will never sin, find fighting sin easy, or be perfect in this life, but it does mean that, in the Spirit, we can fight 
and resist. We can follow the light of the world because we have the light of the world as our Lord and our 
Savior; also as our dearest friend and companion; always with us by His Holy Spirit. 
 

The word “indeed” stood out to me because I find that in my own experience, I often feel that fighting sin is 
hopeless. I wonder if you feel that way as well. In fact, I’m sure you do. When the battle is raging my mind 
reasons that it’s hopeless to resist and afterwards that I couldn’t have done anything differently. But that word 
“indeed” makes me ask myself, why am I listening to my own words and not those of my Savior? He has truly 
set me free from the penalty my sins deserve. He will one day certainly set me free from the presence of my 
sin when I enter glory. Has he not also really set me free from the power of sin in this life?  
 

“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed”! 
 

May the Lord grant you the power to live as free men and women in Him; not walking in darkness but having 
the Light of Life. 

CALVARY’S ANTHEM 
Heavenly Father, 

Thou hast led me singing to the cross 
Where I fling down all my burdens and see them vanish, 

Where my mountains of guilt are levelled to a plain, 
Where my sins disappear, though they are the greatest that exist 

And are more in number than the grains of fine sand. 
 

For there is power in the blood of Calvary to destroy sins  
More than can be counted even by one from the choir of heaven. 
Thou hast given me a hill-side spring that washes clear and white, 

And I go as a sinner to its waters, 
Bathing without hindrance in its crystal streams. 

 

At the cross there is free forgiveness for poor and meek ones, 
And ample blessings that last for ever; 

The blood of the Lamb is like a great river of infinite grace 
With never any diminishing of its fullness 
As thirsty ones without number drink of it. 

 

O Lord, for ever will thy free forgiveness live 
That was gained on the mount of blood; 

In the midst of a world of pain it is a subject for praise in every place, 
A song on earth, an anthem in heaven, its love and virtue knowing no end. 
I have a longing for the world above where multitudes sing the great song, 

For my soul was never created to love the dust of the earth. 
Though here my spiritual state is frail and poor, 

I shall go on singing Calvary’s anthem. 
May I always know that a clean heart full of goodness is more beautiful than the lily, 

That only a clean heart can sing by night and by day, 
That such a heart is mine when I abide at Calvary. 

Reprinted from “The Valley of Vision” – “Puritan Prayers and Devoriont 
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HYMN HISTORY 

Submitted by Peggy Dear 

“JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY” 
 

You might confuse this hymn with Charles Wesley's 
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today"---the theme is the 
same, the structure is similar, and Wesley also had 
a hand in this hymn. But this hymn is based on a 
medieval Latin text.  
 
Alleluia is the perfect word for Easter Sunday. It 
simply means "Praise the Lord."  It is used 
throughout Scripture (especially in the Psalms and 
Revelation) to glorify God for the mighty acts He has 
done. And what mightier act is there than this: the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. 
 
Interestingly, this hymn speaks more about Christ's 
death than his new life. Both are vital aspects of 
God's redeeming work. Christ endured the cross 
and rose from the dead. His death and resurrection 
are inseparable and hymn singers exult in all of it. 
Alleluia! 
 

 

Submitted by Dot Branson 
 

Ladies, please mark your calendars for the Ladies' 
Luncheon on Friday, April 8, at 11:30 at Trio's 
Restaurant. The address is 10709 McMullen Creek 
Pkwy (off Hwy.51). Please join us for great food and 
sweet fellowship. We look forward to seeing you 
and celebrating the April birthdays. Please let Dot 
Branson know that you will be attending.    
 
 

SENIOR MEN’S  

MONTHLY LUNCH 

Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 
There will be no Senior Men’s lunch on April 15, due 
to that being Good Friday. 
 
Please mark your calendars for Friday, May 20th, at 
11 AM at Park Place Restaurant. 
 

 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
LATIN HYMN (14TH CENTURY) 
Stanza 2 from John Arnold's Compleat Psalmodist,1749 
Stanza 3 by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
 
 

Senior Adults April Luncheon 
 

Friday, April 1, 2022 
Social time: 11:45 am  

Lunch 12:00 pm   
CLC 5&6 

 
Program:  Hymn Sing! 

Menu: Pizza, salad, dessert 

To reserve your spot, please RSVP by Monday, 
March 28, or directly to Jenny Blackmon, Ministry 
Admin. at 704-708-6104. The sign-up genius link is 
printed below. 

A $5 donation per person to cover food costs is 
appreciated. 

Senior Adults: April Luncheon (signupgenius.com) 

See you there! 

 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-april2
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By Chris Williams 
 

The Return of the God Hypothesis 
Three Scientific Discoveries that Reveal the Mind Behind the Universe. 

by Steven C. Meyer. Harper Collins, 2021. 
 
This is another in a number of recent books describing the problems with the latest scientific theories on the 
origin of the universe and of life. I read these because I am first interested in the subjects, and second, 
because they encourage my faith in the face of constant worldly skepticism. Such books renew my 
appreciation for God’s genius in creating this complex, harmonious world teeming with life. Clearly this world 
and its inhabitants did not happen by chance. God invented it and brought it to existence. 

 
Meyer focuses on three key areas of recent scientific interest: 
 

1. How the universe came into existence 

2. How the universe came to have specific properties that allow life to exist. 

3. How life arose.  
 

The title expresses the current state of science: that it is at the point of inscrutability (my word) and is now 
faced with no option but to assume intentional design by God. The word inscrutable means a thing can’t be 
figured out. All three of these areas of scientific study are faced with the impossibility of purely mechanical or 
naturalistic origin. In other words, the whole of life and universe shows an unmistakable imprint of intelligent 
design and construction.  
 
For example: (Number 2 above) the universe appears to be “fine-tuned” in its natural structure to uniquely 
support life. How did this happen? Materialist science has come up with all sorts of strange explanations each 
of which becomes more untenable and ridiculous than the previous.  
 
In the process of explaining these matters, the author touches on the amazing detail of the construction of the 
universe and living things. From a Christian perspective, this is all doxological; i.e. “The heavens declare the 
glory of God…” 
 
At my age I find this very comforting. God is inventor, creator, and master of such an intricate, complicated, 
and harmonious world teeming with life. When you examine life, you find it full of astounding and impossible 
structures that boggle the mind. It is, in a real sense, incomprehensible. It all seems incomprehensible to we 
mortals. But to our glorious God, this is His doing and we can but return praise. 
 
Meyer deals with all topics with thoroughness and detailed analysis. His explanations of difficult scientific 
concepts seem as clear as anyone could make them.  
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HIMSELF 
By A. B. Simpson 

(Submitted by Patti Prieb) 

 
1. Once it was the blessing, 

Now it is the Lord; 
Once it was the feeling, 
Now it is His Word; 
Once His gift I wanted, 
Now, the Giver own; 
Once I sought for healing, 

 Now Himself alone. 
 
  All in all forever, 
  Only Christ I’ll sing; 
  Everything is in Christ, 
  And Christ is everything. 
 
2. Once ‘twas painful trying, 

Now ‘tis perfect trust; 
Once a half salvation, 
Now the uttermost; 
Once ‘twas ceaseless holding, 
Now He holds me fast; 
Once ‘twas constant drifting, 
Now my anchor’s cast. 
 

3. Once ‘twas busy planning, 
Now ‘tis trustful prayer; 
Once ‘twas anxious caring, 
Now He has the care; 
Once ‘twas what I wanted, 
Now what Jesus says; 
Once ‘twas constant asking, 
Now’tis ceaseless praise. 
 

4. Once it was my working, 
His it hence shall be; 
Once I tried to use Him, 
Now He uses me; 
Once the pow’r I wanted, 
Now the Mighty One; 
Once for self I labored, 
Now for Him alone. 
 

5. Once I hoped in Jesus, 
Now I know He’s mine; 
Once my lamps were dying, 
Now they brightly shine; 
Once for death I waited, 
Now His coming hail; 
And my hopes are anchored 
Safe within the veil. 

www.hymnal.net 

 

 

STROKE INFORMATION 

Submitted by Dave Ruths 
 

STROKE:  Remember the 1st Three Letters 

S. T. R. 

RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

Thank God for the sense to 
remember the '3' steps, STR. 

 

Read and Learn! 

Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke 
by asking three simple questions: 

 

S* Ask the individual to SMILE. 
T* Ask the person to Talk and SPEAK A SIMPLE 
 SENTENCE (Coherently) (i.e. Chicken Soup) 

R* Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these 
Tasks, call emergency number immediately and 

Describe the symptoms to the dispatcher. 

New Sign of a Stroke 

Stick out Your Tongue! 

NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this:  
Ask the person to 'stick' out his tongue. If the tongue is 

“crooked”, if it goes to one side or the other,  
that is also an indication of a stroke. 

 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th,  

7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 15th,  

12:00 Noon 

Easter Worship, April 17th,  

10:45 am and 6:00 pm 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

  3 – Sylvia Miller 

  5 – Judy Aylestock 

  5 – Marv Eash 

  5 – Dorothy Falls  

  8 – Shirley Maurer 

10 – Teresa Yurkovich 

14 – Lanier Ellis 

14 – Louise Wyse 

15 – Darrell Kirkley 

17 – Ilse Cauble 

17 – Hilda Torres 

19 – Alona Weddine 

21 – Sarah Mills 

27 – Marguerite Hogan 

 
 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  4 – Steve and Patty Marion 

  5 – David and Lynn McArthur 

  7 – Jerry and Ilsa Cauble 

13 – Bobby and Sylvia Miller 

17 – Bill and Alona Weddine 

22 – Finn and Joan Solheim 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study: (704) 708-6106 

 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 

 
 

 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 

jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 

 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC 28105 

EVENTS 
 

• Sunday School, Sundays, 
9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 

 
• April Luncheon 

Friday, April 1st, 11:45 am, CLC 

 

 
• Ladies Luncheon, April 8th,  

11:30 am, Trio’s Restaurant 

 

 
• NO Men’s Monthly Lunch in April  

 

• Joy Singers rehearsals 
Mondays, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
in Worship Center 211 

 
 

• Newsletter Article Deadline 
April 20th 

 

• Senior Retreat, September 20 – 23 

 

EASTER SERVICES 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday, April 15, 12:00 Noon 

 

Easter Sunday, 10:45 am and 6:00 pm 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org

