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REVIVALS





BIBLICAL REVIVALS

Jehoash, Asa, 
Josiah, Zerubabbel, 

Nehemiah, Pentecost



First and Second Great Awakenings 
Had impact on North America and Great Britain



What conditions led to the Great 
Awakenings in the 1700 and 1800’s ??



The 17th to 18th century Enlightenment in Europe 
started to impact the 13 colonies.   

Sovereignty of REASON, & religion denigrated.



AGE OF REASON

Voltaire    Rosseau



SPIRITUAL VACUUM BECAUSE 
GODDESS OF REASON DIDN’T 
SATISFY DEEPEST LONGINGS



GREAT NEW ENGLAND EARTHQUAKE OF 1727 - 
Turned people’s attention to God.



Moral Climate declining creating spiritual vacuum

Ave. woman 
married at 25 and 

man at 29.
Out 

of wedlock 
children



COURTSHIP PRACTICE 
OF BUNDLING



18th century 
ballad

“Since in bed a man and maid may bundle 
and be chaste,

it does no good to burn out wood, 
it is needless waste.”



Also decline in 
England at time. 

Painting by 
William 

Hogarth 1751 
“Gin Lane” 

showing evils of 
gin drinking





Problem: many unconverted church 
members and ministers



Solomon Stodddard at Northampton, Mass. 
Revival stirrings in 1712, and 1718.



Est. Halfway 
Covenant 

=decreased 
attendances and 

eventually 
unconverted 

pastors



Grandson:  
Jonathan Edwards 

Matriculated at Yale age 13. 
Graduated at 17 as 

valedictorian.  
Served church in NYC, then 

tutor at Yale. 
Came to assist grandfather 
at Northampton. Within 2 
years Stoddard died so JE 

became pastor.



II. GOD WORKED IN THE 
LIVES OF STRATEGIC 

LEADERS TO BRING HIS 
AWAKENING



1. God worked 
through Jonathan 

Edwards in 
Northampton, Mass 

(1703-58)



1734 
popular young 

man in 
Northampton died at 

an early age. 
Unexpected death had 

sobering impact on 
people in town



Edwards preached his funeral sermon on Psa. 90:5-6

Yet you sweep people away
in the sleep of death—they are like the

grass of the morning; In the morning it springs 
up new,

but by evening it is dry and withered.

Young people 
started to study Bible & 

pray together



Edwards sermon on honey: A Divine and 
Supernatural Light



“There is a 
difference between 

having a rational 
judgment that 

honey is sweet, and 
having a sense of its 

sweetness. A man 
may have the 

former, that knows 
how honey tastes, 

but a man can’t 
have the latter, 
unless he has an 

idea of the taste of 
honey in his mind.”



“ Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

Enfield, 
Connecticut

July 8, 1741





Some 
people started 
screaming & 

showing other 
emotional 
displays



Edwards 
believed that 

he loved people 
by warning 

them of hell.



Earlier in fall  
of 1734 he 

preached two 
sermons on 

justification. 
These had a 

powerful 
impact.



December 1734 
one of most 

immoral young women 
experienced conversion 

and started talking to 
her rowdy friends.  
Used to stir revival 

flames.





“Everyone seemed more 
focused on eternity. 
Many new converts 

professed faith in 
Christ. The town 

exhibited better morals. 
And church members 
showed higher regard 
for Scripture and kept 

the Sabbath… The town 
seemed to be full of the 

Presence of God…



“It was a time of joy in 
families on account of 

salvation being brought to 
them…. More than 300 

souls were savingly 
brought home to Christ in 

this town in the space of 
half a year…. I hope that 
by far the greater part of 

persons in this town, 
above 16 years of age, are 

such as have the saving 
knowledge of Jesus 

Christ.



Revivals spread beyond 
Northampton to over 30 towns….



Writings of 
Edwards 

spread through 
England

longing 
for 

revival



What did people think of the revival

OLD LIGHTS NEW LIGHTS





Charles Chancy, 
Universalist Pastor 

of Boston’s 
First Church

* Criticized Edwards 
for judging neighbors 

as unregenerate. 
* Old Lights accused 

Edwards of stirring up 
emotions. 

* Group eventually 
adopted Unitarianism 

that spread.



JOSEPH HAWLAY
Committed suicide 

Uncle of Jonathan Edwards 
Depressed because felt not good enough for God



NEW LIGHTS (including Jonathan Edwards) were 
open to what God was doing, accepting that it touched 

people’s emotions. Edwards believed this was more 
than just a manufactured emotional experience.





God also worked through the Tennents

William Tennent 
(1673-1746)

Gilbert Tennent 
(1703-1764)



They were IrishUlster Presbyterians. 
William founded seminary in New Jersey. 

Opponents called it log college. 
Needed to train pastors in Middle 

Colonies because of need created by 
Awakening.



Gilbert Tennent came to 
pastor a church in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey. 
Started to preach about the 

new birth.

“I did there preach much upon Original Sin, 
Repentance, the Nature and Necessity of 

Conversion…  laboring in the meantime to sound 
the Trumpet of God’s judgments.”



Gilbert 
visited Yale 
college 1741.  

“Thousands came under 
conviction that  

God hated their sins and would 
consign them to hell if they did not 
repent. Even some Yale professors 
confessed that they had not been 

born again until now.”



God also worked through this 
British evangelist . . .



Born in Glouster, England in 1714



College Years at Oxford University



Introduced to 
Holy Club by 

Charles Wesley 
with c. 11 

members. Began 
to seek 

salvation 
through 

discipline and 
works.



CONVERSION  1735
Cried out from his bed: 

“I thirst, I thirst.”



Come travel to 
America with us to 

engage in missions work 
in Georgia.  

Spends 3 months 
there…



Establishes 
orphanage 

Bethsaida in 
Savannah for 

wayward boys



He 
attracted 

large crowds, 
c.10 million 

in his 
lifetime. 



Preached in Boston Commons c. 23,000 
Eventually 40,000 added to church and 

150 new churches



Rose at 3:00 AM. Preaching by 5:00 AM 

Dozen times a week, 50-60 hr. a week in preaching. 
c. 1000 times a year for 30 years







Whitfield was a Calvinist who believed in both 
election and evangelism



Passionate, intense, emotional, & dramatic



“There aren’t going to be any 
Presbyterians or Baptists, or 

even Anglicans in heaven. 
Who’s going to be there? 

Christians, just Christians.”

Beginning of 
para-church
Movement?











It’s difficult if not 
impossible to 

understand the 
Great Awakening 
in North America 

without taking 
into account the 

powerful 
preaching of 

George 
Whitfield.



Give thanks: 
God raised up key 

leaders

Pray that God will 
continue to raise up that 
kind of godly leaders in 

our generation.




