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BETWEEN SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 
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GRACE TO YOU 
 

Again, our intern, Matthew Kirk, writes this month, “Grace to You.” He is finishing up his first year at Reformed 
Theological Seminary. At the end of May, the Kirks will be visiting family and friends in the United Kingdom. 
They will be returning at the end of July to get ready for his second year. Continue to pray for them in their 
summer visit. -Pastor Bruce 

 

Living in Light of God’s Mercy 
By Matthew Kirk, Pastoral Intern 

 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1 
 

I notice the word therefore at the beginning of the chapter. I have been told many times that when I’m 
reading the Bible (or any book for that matter) and I see the word therefore, I need to ask “What is this word 
there for?” It’s just a funny way of forcing me to remember basic principles of logic; this word is there in 
order to introduce the result or implication of what has just been said. But I don’t want to talk about linguistic 
grammar, I want to talk about gospel grammar. 
 

In Romans 12 we find Paul appealing to Christians to live their lives in light of these merciful acts of God; in 
light of and in response to the good news that His Son, Jesus Christ, lived, died, and rose again for the 
payment and forgiveness of His people’s sins, their justification before God, their reconciliation with God, the 
sanctification of their lives for God, and their adoption as sons by God.  
 

The Book of Romans is one of the longest discourses on the nature, purpose, and ‘mechanics’ of salvation. 
Roughly speaking, in the first eleven chapters, Paul sets out what God has graciously done for us, is doing 
for us, and will do for us in the person and work of Jesus. In chapters 12 to 16, Paul then talks about how our 
lives should be shaped by the gospel. Chapter 12 verse one is the lynchpin or turning point where Paul 
moves from doctrine to implications. One of the most important aspects of Christian Ethics is that we do not 
live our lives in order to receive mercy but because we have already received mercy. We don’t live to 
receive, but we have received so we live. 
 

The weird thing about this verse is how it talks about the way we are to live. The language is saturated with 
imagery of the Old Testament, specifically the imagery of Temple sacrifice and ceremonial worship. Paul tells 
us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. No longer are we to be those who 
bring dead sacrifices to God in the Temple, but we are to be living sacrifices. Every aspect of our lives is to 
be given totally and entirely to God for His purposes. Of course, our sacrifices are not paying for sins or 
restoring broken relationships with God, but as the old sacrifices pointed forward to the cross; expressing 
thanksgiving and praise, so our new sacrifices are shaped by and point back to the cross as an expression of 
our thanksgiving and praise. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

The old sacrifices were meaningless unless the old people of God also lived a life of ‘sacrifice,’ (Psalm 51:16-
17 “For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” It's not as 
simple as they worshipped one way in the Old Testament, and we now worship another new way; rather 
God’s people were always supposed to live their lives in response to God’s grace. But now, in light of the 
sacrifice of Christ, the old ceremonial sacrifices have nothing more to point forward to. We are free to rest in 
Christ’s sacrifice and offer our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise in light of what he has done for 
us. 
 

To give our lives to God in response to what God has done for us is our spiritual worship. It’s a funny phrase 
in the Greek, again playing on the imagery of the temple ceremonies; it is better rendered, “logical or rational 
service” (KJV translated it as “reasonable service”). The idea is that the way we live our lives needs to make 
sense in light of what we believe; the way we live needs to be informed by what we believe. In the very next 
verse Paul says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” In 
other words, the way we are to live our lives isn’t to be a mindless going through the motions, but as a 
thinking, Biblically informed response to grace. Every moment of our lives is to be consciously Christian, 
actively worshipful. From the trivial things to the big things in life; all are to be acts of worship done to the 
Glory of God in response to His grace and mercy towards us. 
 

Paul isn’t trying to diminish the (rightly) high view we have of our corporate worship services, but he is trying 
to connect what we learn there (“the renewal of your mind”) to the rest of our lives. Our gathered worship 
informs our “spiritual worship,” the Sunday service fuels our “reasonable service.”  Christ has saved us, is 
working in us by His Spirit, and will one day return to bring us to glory; therefore everything in our lives can 
be and ought to be acts of worship. Done in thanksgiving to God, by the power of God, and for the glory of 
God.  
 

Paul here elevates our attitude to the ‘mundane’ and ‘normal’ in life. Brushing our teeth. Drinking our Coffee. 
Doing the Dishes. Doing the laundry. Cutting the grass. Studying your Bible. Putting the Bins out. Reading a 
dense devotional written by an Irish Intern. Listening to the Radio. Watching TV. Driving to Church. Having 
lunch with friends. Praying. Voting. Paying taxes. Looking after screaming grandchildren. Going to bed at 
night. Waking up in the morning. As Paul says elsewhere “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) 
 

May our glorious God, who is blessed forever, teach us more and more of His mercy in order that we might 
increasingly present our bodies to Him as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to Him, worshipping Him in all 
that we say and do. 
 
 

 

 

Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

Ladies, please mark your calendars for the Ladies' 
Luncheon on Friday, May 13th, at 11:30 at Trio's 
Restaurant. The address is 10709 McMullen Creek 
Pkwy (off Hwy.51). Please join us for great food and 
sweet fellowship. We look forward to seeing you 
and celebrating the May birthdays. Please let Dot 
Branson know that you will be attending.    
 
 
 

SENIOR MEN’S  

MONTHLY LUNCH 

Submitted by Dave Ruths 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 

Friday, May 20th  
11:30 am 

Don’t miss this special monthly opportunity to 
enjoy and be enriched by great fellowship, food, 
and teaching by Pastor Mo. It will be at 11:30 am 
on Friday, May 20th at Park Place Restaurant.  It 
will really be good to all get together again.  Do 
come! 
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HYMN HISTORY 
Submitted by Peggy Dear 

“THE LORD’S PRAYER” 

 
Albert Hay Malotte had made a mess of his life, and 
now, like the Prodigal, he was returning home. 
Albert had been a choir boy and had studied music 
in Philadelphia, but he had left home and spent his 
money. Now he had to wire his father for money for 
train fare home. On the way home he thought about 
his father, the Prodigal Son, and the Lord's Prayer 
which begins, "Our Father."  
 
That was the beginning of the song that is now a 
classic. For several years, Albert kept thinking about 
it. In those years, Walt Disney had hired him for the 
ballet Little Red Riding Hood, and Albert composed 
the scores for fifteen animated films. He had 
become a success. But he still had some unfinished 
business. 
 
The next time he went home, he finished the song 
that had been on his mind for years, and he called 
his parents to listen and be his first audience. When 
he finished singing it for them, there was silence, 
then sobbing. They threw their arms around him but 
could not speak. Their beloved prodigal had sung for 
them the "The Lord's Prayer." 
 

      Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory,for ever.  

Amen. 

Albert Hay Malotte (1895-1964) 
 

 

 
 

Senior Adults May Luncheon 
 

Friday, May 6th, 2022 in the CLC 
Social time: 11:45 am  

Lunch 12:00 pm  
 

Program:  “The Joy Singers” 
 

Menu:  Club Sub, Chips, Cole Slaw, Dessert  

To reserve your spot, please RSVP by Monday, May 2nd, or directly to Jenny Blackmon, Ministry Admin. at 
704-708-6104. A $5 donation per person to cover food costs is appreciated. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-mayluncheon 

 
 

 
 
 

http://url8428.fellowshipone.com/ls/click?upn=2o2TZ0uAfm6jSCgIxK-2BeBPTUjtCs3bcadHPtkeDRvfpPkXLXrwHEHuJzx3p-2FyAMMt7t2a28MLgeobipfcn1IhdEw77WmwlsIuqsYpelH7g8-3DohIJ_pr9v8VuZwqK5K073R1J6bFAtTt-2FuhVFXApXTu9hRzJU3NFdiUdqdCoQiZok-2B9P0OUEIUaGhrMWb3tWXYsltpV7exHoth6nBpVGHBzJtscANxUH5Yfi85LXiQIIdwO7dlV5s363aUyBqj0TQflfLmCai3GU2kqoLu65df0cLbYfE30d7AYUTYgdx97Cd7onlilJKjI6uB-2Fr8hL7dbYuvgug4KjP-2FwknWqf08bFfS-2B1GnQ-2Bis2kOBLcSRS8atDbDzagKl3a8Yl7TnRLFM-2FD4KCkCkHRvV8iw3eMz4XvmdTS-2FVoINxeW5oTA9xIETvQEOFB2TOOllS3s6gfWymjE7jBYBW015tw9sou97O3m6pdzAiZTYeO76VB-2FwfAVKXEpt4jXKgrw5NBfGwIVB2vw8mKdItfkzaE8uM8-2BY6jja2fgVisvl9rOfFQHROqQVX-2BG4wg
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By Chris Williams 
 

Glory and Honor – The Musical and Artistic Legacy of Johann Sebastian Bach  
by Gregory Wilber. Cumberland House, 2005 

 
The author is the recent winner of 2022 Russell Kirk Paideia Prize, for a “…lifetime spent cultivating wisdom 
and virtue.” (see circeinstitute.org/2022-national-conference). You may recall that Greg Wilber is a friend and 
associate of our own Nathan Clark George and served together at Cornerstone PC in Franklin, TN. 
 
This is yet another book on J. S. Bach but with a big difference. It focuses on the usually understated 
Christian purpose and content to his music. 
 
Well before I began writing book reviews, I read a biography of Bach by John Elliot Gardiner. That book 
might be considered the definitive bio because of Gardiner’s reputation as the greatest living expert on the 
subject. But Gardiner views Bach’s Christian faith in a detached way without fully understanding his spiritual 
motivations. 
 
This book is better. It is better because Wilber gives full voice to the spiritual intention and content of Bach’s 
music which a non-Christian can miss. 
 
Bach served as music director in several cities in Germany, composing and presenting weekly compositions 
for orchestra and choir, mostly for worship services. He was reformed in theology and lived a life reflecting 
Christian conduct and manners. Mr. Wilber catalogues, in a series of short chapters, the Christian virtues 
Bach displayed giving a picture contrary to the often grim and severe personality depicted in other writings 
about him. 
 
Bach lived in the first half of the 18th century during which pressure on church music was being exerted to 
make it “lighter and more sensual.” 
 
“By the time of Bach’s death (1750) the ideas of the Enlightenment – individuality, reason, and the pursuit of 
secular pleasure – reigned supreme.” (p. 136).  
 
During his lifetime he was not widely appreciated, but in the 19th century, from the influence of Felix 
Mendelssohn (also a Christian), Bach’s works were rediscovered and became widely popular in the world. 
 

 

WOMEN’S SUMMER MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Jesus Messiah, Fulfillment of the Feasts 

Teacher: Carolyn Carpenter  

Dates: 10am-11:30am Tuesday mornings – June 7,14, 21, 28, July 5, 12 

To Register: No Fee, but important to register (location on website) 

                  https://christcovenant.org/womensbiblestudies  (scroll down to Summer Bible Studies) 

In God’s Unfolding Plan of Redemption, a way He helped His ancient chosen people to believe in the coming 
Messiah was through appointed feasts and festivals. These gave the Israelites a picture of Messiah who 
would come over a 1,000 years later. 
 

In this 6-week study, we will focus on how the 7 Feasts recorded in Leviticus 23 pointed to and were fulfilled 
in Jesus, and what meaning the Feasts have for us today. 
 

 

https://christcovenant.org/womensbiblestudies
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HAVE YOU MET? 

 
My name is Susan Botzko, and this is my story. 
 
I was raised in a Christian home and am the middle child of three children.  I accepted Christ as my Savior 
while I attended a Sunday School at Word of Life Inn when I was 6 or 7.  I have a strong memory of sharing 
Christ with my best friend when I returned home. 
 
When I was young, my mom worked for Rev. Hamilton of World Vision, so I was exposed early to missions.  
Also, I got to be backstage before the Korean Orphan Choir sang at a church. 
 
In high school, I worked as a waitress at a Christian camp one summer.  There was a point when I saw a lot 
of hypocrisy in our leadership.  This was a turning point for me.  I was ready to walk away from my faith, and 
I prayed that God would show me He was real.  A friend and I decided to go through Scripture to refute some 
things our leaders were saying.  We spent a whole night pouring through the whole Bible.  God revealed 
Himself to us, and we realized our only accountability was how we live our lives before Him.  We spent much 
time praying and saw God do amazing things that summer.  I realized the power of prayer and the Spirit filled 
life. 
 
I went to Northeastern University in Boston to study nursing.  Northeastern is a co-op school where 6 months 
of every year is spent working, so the program was 5 years.  During my second year, through a series of 
events, I was able to live in a house with 3 other students and 4 women from Campus Crusade.  Not only 
was I discipled by Evie, the woman who was on my campus, just watching her life was discipleship as well.  
It was a year of growth for me.  I combined my last quarter which was an independent study with my last co-
op (which could be experiential) and went to Kenya for 5 months as a short term missionary working with a 
nurse midwife. 
 
I returned home, graduated, took my Boards, and looked for a job.  I found a job in Boston and worked on a 
med-surg floor at a hospital.  I became involved in the ministry of Ruggles Street Baptist Church.  While I was 
there, the church experienced a split.  I was one of the ones who, with much weeping, left to fellowship with a 
home church.  Several years later, I attended Bible school at Grace Community Church in California.  I was 
still thinking of missions, and after my experience with a church split, I wanted to be more grounded in the 
Word.  During that time, I worked part-time as a nurse in surgery (I had specialized before leaving Boston). 
 
While attending Grace Community Church, I became involved in a missions Bible study and later went to the 
Philippines as a short term missionary not in a nursing capacity.  I was there for about 6 months.  When I 
returned home, after much prayer, I decided not to pursue missions.  To be on the mission field one must be 
convinced that one is 100% in the center of God’s will. 
 
I continued working as an OR nurse.  I also became part of the leadership team of the Bible study for 
international students.  After several years, that group dissolved. 
 
I continued to work full time and attended various churches, always looking to be light and salt in the places 
where I worked.  It was hard to leave my last job because there were so many of my coworkers I was praying 
for.  I continue to pray for their salvation. 
 
I moved to North Carolina to live with my mom so she would not be alone and to help her if she would need 
it.  Unfortunately, she passed a little more than a year after I came here.  However, I am glad that she is with 
the Lord now. 
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Guest Speaker: Rev. Doug Falls, Retired Sr. Pastor, Stonebridge Church, PCA 
 

Meet new friends and get re-acquainted with old friends, as we enjoy time  

near the beach with each other and the Lord. 
 

Retreat Cost includes: 

Room, Three Breakfasts, Two Dinners, and Retreat Incidental Costs. Lunches and Thursday dinner on own. 
 

Single Person Room Rate: $392 

Double Room Rate: $227 per person 

Couples Rate: $454 
 

Motel/Hotel-style lodging. All rooms have two doubles or double/twin beds.  

Disability accessible rooms available. 

 

• Payment Secures Reservation. Full payment due by July 17. 

• Please make checks payable to Christ Covenant Church, and mail or give to Lucille Ruths,  

  Retreat Registrar. Questions? Please contact Lucille at 704-846-4074. 

• Please write Senior Adult Retreat in the check Memo line. 

• Scholarships available upon request. 
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SERVE THE CITY 
(formerly called Seek the City) 

 
Christ Covenant Youth Ministry is sponsoring 
Serve the City (June 13-17), and we’d like to serve 
you!  If you have housework, yard work, 
porch/garage cleanup, meal preparations, errands, 
car washing, dog washing, etc., or just a time of 
fellowship together…we can help!   
 
Please call or email Jan Adams, Youth Ministry 
Admin, by May 22nd for more information or to sign 
up, jadams@christcovenant.org; 704-708-6112. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AVAILABLE AT THE BOOK NOOK 
 

Jonathan Gibson’s new devotional, Be Thou My 
Vision: A Liturgy for Daily Worship, is a 31-day 
guide to personal or family devotions. Cloth-bound 
and set on linen paper, the quality of the material 
speaks to the gravity and worth of the content. 
Pastor Kevin has likened it to a “Presbyterian Book 
of Common Prayer.” Price is $20. 

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
   
  3 – Ann Mudge 
  5 – Angela Pacey 

  7 – Janet Aldridge 

  7 – Lyndon Kelly 

  9 – Susan Randolph 

  9 – Carson Weaver 

10 – Jim Stevenson 

18 – Kass Goebel 

18 – Rosalie Kirkley 

18 – Judy Massengill 

19 – Miriam Jones 

22 – Diane Dworek 

23 – Biff Bracy 

24 – Finn Solheim 

24 – Fran Wise 

26 – Barbara Church 

26 – Angela Parlante 

30 – Gordon Jacobs 

31 – Dee Lamb 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  3 – Ron and Annie Melton 

  9 – Mitch and Leslie Allison 

13 – Stu and Marge Carroll 

22 – Jim and Susan Parrish 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
 

Articles for the June newsletter are due to Jane 
Yancey by May 20th.  You may send them to her at 
jane@yancey.com  

  

  

mailto:jadams@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study: (704) 708-6106 

 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 

 
 

 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 

jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 

 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC 28105 

EVENTS 
 

• Sunday School, Sundays, 
9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 

 
• May Luncheon 

Friday, May 6th, 11:45 am, CLC 

 

 
• Ladies Luncheon, May 13th,  

11:30 am, Trio’s Restaurant 

 

 
• Men’s Monthly Lunch, May 20th, 

 11:30 am, Park Place Restaurant 
 

• Joy Singers rehearsals 
Mondays, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
in Worship Center 211 

 
 

• Newsletter Article Deadline 
May 20th 

 

• Senior Retreat, September 20 – 23 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org

