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WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
We are glad you are here! Whether you are visiting for the first time or 
you’ve been here for years, we encourage you to look through the bulletin 
as you prepare for worship. Often, there will be some theme or main idea 
sprinkled throughout. Some elements of the service may be familiar to 
you, while other aspects might feel new. Either way, it will help to keep 
the basic pattern of worship in mind: praise, renewal, proclamation, and 
response. We encourage you to take a bulletin home for further reading 
and prayer. Finally, if you don’t have a Bible, feel free to take one from 
the pew as our gift to you. 
 

IN PREPARATION 
This year we chose to celebrate the Ascension in advance of Ascension 
Day (40 days after Easter) for several scheduling reasons. However, most 
churches celebrate today and we are continuing with echoes of that theme. 
So, today in worship you will see a deliberate contrast: the King who has 
ascended to the skies was also a suffering servant. Though he was sinless 
he "bore our sin in his body on the tree." He knows your sin.  He felt its 
sting. Yet now he sits on the throne, interceding on your behalf. 
Therefore, come and repent!  Come ye sinners, for you have gained all 
because of Christ. 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM 
 
Announcements and Greeting 
 
Scripture Meditation—Hebrews 13:12 

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. 

 
Introit 
 
Call to Worship—Based on Psalm 89:1, 5–6, 17–18 

Leader:  Sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever!  
 With your mouth make known his faithfulness  
 to all generations. 
ALL:   Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,  
 your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 
 
 
 
 



Leader:  For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?  
 Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD? 
ALL:  Let your voice praise him! For he is the glory  
 of your strength. He is your shield! The Holy One  
 of Israel your King. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Come Christians, Join to Sing 

 

Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843.; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish melody, arr. David Evans, 1927  
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Song—All Hail the King of Heaven 

 
 

Text and Music: Matt Boswell and Matt Papa ©2021 Getty Music 
 
Old Testament Scripture Reading—2 Samuel 24:1–4, 10 

Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he 
incited David against them, saying, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” 
So the king said to Joab, the commander of the army, who was with 
him, “Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and 
number the people, that I may know the number of the people.” But 
Joab said to the king, “May the LORD your God add to the people a 
hundred times as many as they are, while the eyes of my lord the king 
still see it, but why does my lord the king delight in this thing?” But 
the king’s word prevailed against Joab and the commanders of the 
army. So Joab and the commanders of the army went out from the 
presence of the king to number the people of Israel. 
 
 
 



But David’s heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And 
David said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. 
But now, O LORD, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for 
I have done very foolishly.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of Confession of Sin—Modified from a Puritan Prayer 

ALL:  Holy Lord, I have sinned times without number,  
 and been guilty of pride and unbelief, of failure to find  
 your mind in your word, of neglect to seek you in my  
 daily life. My sins of omission and commission  
 present me with a list of accusations, but I bless  
 and thank you that they will not stand against me, 
 for all have been laid on Christ. Oh God subdue  
 my corruptions, and grant me grace to live above them. 
 Let not the passions of the flesh nor lustings of the mind  
 bring my spirit into subjection, but rule over me  
 in liberty and power.  

 
Assurance of Grace—1 Peter 2:22–25 

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When 
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
Prayer of Ascension—From the Book of Common Prayer 

ALL: Grant, we ask you, Almighty God, that just as we believe  
 your only begotten Son our Lord to have ascended  
 into the heavens, so we may in heart and mind  
 also ascend, and with him continually dwell;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  
 with you and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen. 

 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 



Congregational Song—Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy  
Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102). Thank you. 
 

 
Text: Joseph Hart, 1759; Music: RESTORATION, The Southern Harmony, 1835 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Preaching of the Word—Genesis 44:1–34 
 

WHAT IS THIS YOU HAVE DONE? 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Hymn—And Can It Be That I Should Gain? 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: SAGINA, Thomas Campbell, 1825 

 
Benediction 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Tom Groelsema; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins; 

Instrumental Director: Joseph Foucachon 
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 



SERMON NOTES 
  



SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m. 
 
Announcements and Greeting 
 
Call to Worship—Based on Psalm 92:1–2, 15 

Leader:  Give thanks to the LORD, sing praises to his name,  
 the Most High. 
ALL:  Declare his steadfast love in the morning,  
 and his faithfulness by night.  
Leader:  Declare that the LORD is upright! 
ALL:  Say aloud, "He is my rock, and there is  
 no unrighteousness in him!" 
 

Congregational Psalm—#635 How Good It Is to Thank the Lord 
 (Psalm 92) 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
Congregational Psalm—O Lord, Teach Me to Follow You  
 (Psalm 27) 

 
 

Text: Psalm 27:11-14; Music: LOUISE, Robert M. Copland, 1972. 
 
 
 



Responsive Psalter Reading—Psalm 92, T. H. p. 817 
 
Old Testament Scripture Reading—Proverbs 2:1–15 

My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments 
with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your 
heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight and raise your 
voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as 
for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the LORD 
and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom; from 
his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in 
integrity, guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of 
his saints. Then you will understand righteousness and justice and 
equity, every good path; for wisdom will come into your heart, and 
knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over 
you, understanding will guard you, delivering you from the way of evil, 
from men of perverted speech, who forsake the paths of uprightness 
to walk in the ways of darkness, who rejoice in doing evil and delight 
in the perverseness of evil, men whose paths are crooked, and who 
are devious in their ways.  

 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Congregational Hymn— 

#469 How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place 
 

 
Preaching of the Word—Matthew 7:12–27 
   

CHOOSE WISELY 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
 
Congregational Hymn—#181 We Come, O Christ, to You 
 
Benediction 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Bruce Creswell; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash 

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 
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