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GRACE TO YOU 
by 

Pastor Bruce Creswell 
 

The Ongoing Work 
 

Philippians 1:6 
 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

I feel sure that the one who has begun his good work in you will go on developing it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Phillips) 

 

Our generation grew up with these three words: “Finish the Job!”  We look back over our lives and recount 
those milestones achieved because we “Finished the Job!” At 14, I painted our entire three-story house in 
the humid summer days in Baltimore. At 18, I graduated from Lansdowne Senior High School. It took 5 
years to finish at Bob Jones University. It took 7 years to finish to finish my masters’ degree at Reformed 
Theological Seminary. It has taken 65 years to be classified a Senior Adult! 
 
However, there is one work that is ongoing in my life and in yours that will be completed on that day: when 
we see Christ. It is the work of the Holy Spirit that began at salvation.  
 
This work will be carried forward to a “final and glorious completion!” The Lord always finishes what He 
begins. When His work of creation was completed, He declared it was “very good.” Genesis 1:31. When His 
work on the Cross was completed, He declared, “It is finished.” John 19:30. 
 
The ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in us is not only evidence of our conversion but to make us more like our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. In our Christian walk, Octavius Winslow points out that the Spirit leads us in “deeper 
views of sin’s exceeding sinfulness, a more thorough knowledge of self, more enlarged discoveries of the 
person of Christ, a more and habitual resting on His finished work, increasing conformity to the divine 
image, the daily victory over indwelling sin, and a constant preparation for the inheritance of the saints in 
light….”  
 
Looking back over these 58 years of faith, I can testify to the growing reality of Winslow’s words. By no 
means have I reached perfection or close to it. Like Paul, I cry out, “O wretched man that I am!” But with 
growing assurance I can say, “I am His and He is mine;” with growing confidence I can say, “On Christ the 
Solid Rock I Stand;” with a growing purity I can say, “Be Thou My Vision;” with growing contentment I can 
say, “Jesus I am Resting, Resting;” with a growing longing I can say, “O, To Be Like Thee;” with a growing 
humility I can say, “Jesus paid It All;” and with a growing expectation, I can say, “When We All Get to 
Heaven.” 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

One thing for certain we cannot go forward without the Holy Spirit. Just as we needed Him at first in 
conversion, so we need Him through all our journey. As He leads us, we must follow; what He shows us in 
Scripture we must apply; when He convicts us of sin, we must confess and repent; and what He instructs us 
we must obey.  
 
To the last He will be our Teacher, our Comforter and Guide, and always will He testify of Jesus. He will 
finish what He begins in you and me!!!  
 
Remember the encouraging words of I John 3:2-3: 
 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure. 

 

HYMN HISTORY 
Submitted by Peggy Dear 

“SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER” 
 

According to one account, the author of this 
hymn was a blind preacher and curio-shop owner 
in Coleshill, England. He carved ornaments of 
ivory or wood and sold them in his small store. 
He also wrote poetry. One day, when a local 
minister stopped at the store, William Walford, 
the blind shop owner, mentioned that he had 
composed a poem in his head. He asked the 
minister to write it down for him. Three years 
later, the minister visited the United States and 
gave the poem to a newspaper editor.  
 
Unfortunately, no one knows what happened to 
William Walford of Coleshill. Researchers have 
found a William Walford, a minister in Homerton, 
England, who wrote a book on prayer that 
expresses many of the same thoughts that are 
given in this poem. That may be the true author. 
 
But the identity of the hymnwriter is not as 
important as knowing a God who hears and 
answers prayer. In our hymns, prayer is 
frequently rhymed with care. This is appropriate, 
for whenever we are aware of care, we should be 
equally aware of prayer. God cares about us, and 
that motivates us to pray. 

 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father's throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known; 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
My soul has often found relief, 
And oft escaped the tempter's snare, 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
The joys I feel, the bliss I share 
Of those whose anxious spirits burn 
With strong desires for thy return! 
With such I hasten to the place 
Where God my Savior shows His face, 
And gladly take my station there, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
Thy wings shall my petition bear 
to Him whose truth and faithfulness 
Engage the waiting soul to bless; 
And since He bids me seek His face, 
Believe His word and trust His grace, 
I'll cast on Him my every care, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer 

 

William Walford (1772-1850) 
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Submitted by Dot Branson 
 

Wan Fu Restaurant 
10719 Kettering Dr., Charlotte 

Friday, June 10th 
11:30 am 

 

Ladies, please note the location change! 
 

The Senior Ladies will meet at Wan Fu Restaurant 
on Friday, June 10, at 11:30.  The address is 10719 
Kettering Dr. Charlotte 28226 (off Hwy. 51). Please 
let Dot Branson (704-575-5955) know that you plan 
to join us. 

 

SENIOR MEN’S  

MONTHLY LUNCH 

Submitted by Dave Ruths 

Park Place Restaurant 
10517 Park Rd., Charlotte 

Friday, June 17th  
11:30 am 

Don’t miss this special monthly opportunity to 
enjoy and be enriched by great fellowship, food, 
and teaching by Pastor Mo. It will be at 11:30 am 
on Friday, June 17th at Park Place Restaurant.  It 
will really be good to all get together again.  Do 
come! 

 

JAARS DAY AND LUNCH 
Friday, June 3, 2022 

JAARS Center, Waxhaw, NC 
 

Our Senior luncheon in June is at JAARS. It will be a nice time to visit together and learn more about their 
ministry. Christ Covenant has quite a few former and current missionaries that area affiliated with JAARS, 
which stands for Jungle Aviation and Radio Service.  “From pilot training and mission aviation services to 
remote technology and communications support, we provide off-the-grid logistical solutions that help make 
Bible translation possible.”   
 
For more JAARS information and directions:  https://www.jaars.orrg/  
  

 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

 

Articles for the July newsletter are due to Jane Yancey by June 20th.   
You may send them to her at jane@yancey.com 

 

 
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

June 19, 2022 
 

 

 
 

https://www.jaars.orrg/
mailto:jane@yancey.com


4 
 

 
 
 

 
 

By Chris Williams 
 

Founding Martyr The Life and Death of Dr. Joseph Warren,  
the American Revolution’s Lost Hero 

by Christian Di Spagna. Crown Publishing, 2018. 

 
Years ago I read Nathaniel Philbrick’s book on the battle of Bunker Hill and other excellent books on 
the beginnings of the American Revolution in the Boston area. In these books the name Dr. Joseph 
Warren was mentioned frequently. Not much detail was given except that he was important. This 
book by Di Spigna fills in the gaps.  

 
“Warren was involved in almost every major insurrectionary act in the Boston 
area… from the Boston Massacre to the Boston Tea Party to the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord, and his incendiary writings included the famous Suffolk 
Resolves, which helped unite the colonies against Britain and inspired the 
Declaration of Independence.”(From the fly leaf) 

 
The famous “Suffolk Resolves” were drafted under his leadership at a meeting of delegates of 
Suffolk County (including Boston) in September 1774. Dr. Warren proposed the establishment of a 
militia, the boycott of British goods, and other matters in resistance to British rule. They were widely 
published at the time and endorsed by the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia. See 
www.djwf.org/warren-s-documents for the full text (very interesting). 

 
He actively worked for separation from Britain from 1764 until his death at the battle of Bunker Hill in 
1775. Dr. Warren was universally liked, even initially by the British. Being a practicing physician in 
Boston, he initially had patients from all political sides. As the heat of the conflict increased, tension 
arose between Warren and the loyalists he lost as patients.  

 
He was not only a leader in the politics of the movement, but he sought direct action on the 
battlefield despite his supporter’s cautions and his own lack of military abilities. This enthusiasm to 
be in the heat of battle resulted in his untimely death at the end of the battle of Bunker Hill. He was 
but 34 years old. Dr. Warren was deeply mourned throughout the colonies at his death. 

 
The book is well researched and very readable with good maps. 

 
 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.djwf.org/warren-s-documents
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Guest Speaker: Rev. Doug Falls, Retired Sr. Pastor, Stonebridge Church, PCA 
 

Meet new friends and get re-acquainted with old friends, as we enjoy time  

near the beach with each other and the Lord. 
 

Retreat Cost includes: 

Room, Three Breakfasts, Two Dinners, and Retreat Incidental Costs. Lunches and Thursday dinner on own. 
 

Single Person Room Rate: $392 

Double Room Rate: $227 per person 

Couples Rate: $454 
 

Motel/Hotel-style lodging. All rooms have two doubles or double/twin beds.  

Disability accessible rooms available. 

 

• Payment Secures Reservation. Full payment due by July 17. 

• Please make checks payable to Christ Covenant Church, and mail or give to Lucille Ruths,  

  Retreat Registrar. Questions? Please contact Lucille at 704-846-4074. 

• Please write Senior Adult Retreat in the check Memo line. 

• Scholarships available upon request. 
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Submitted by Hugh Wise 
 

THE GOOD NEWS WE ALMOST FORGOT 
By Kevin DeYoung 

 

Kevin, my favorite author, has done a masterful job of explaining the profound truths of the Heidelberg Catechism 
(1563), the 4th most widely circulated book in the world.  There are 129 questions in the catechism and they are 
precisely explained in 52 chapters. 
 

The catechism is largely a commentary on The Apostles’ Creed, ten commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer.  Because 
many Christians are not getting their theology from the Bible, this book will deepen our faith and strengthen our witness 
capability. 
 

Writing a book review on this book is not practical, so I’ve selected just two of Kevin’s daily readings to focus on.  These 
two are the overwhelming nature of God’s Providence and man’s pride versus hope.  The reader will readily see the 
inherent issue of “our God is too small” and the contrast of God’s Providence and man’s pride. 
 

God’s Providence 
 

27. Q. What do you understand by the “Providence of God?” 
28. Q.  How does the knowledge of God’s creation and Providence help us? 
 

We don’t see a cosmos as a place where man rules and God responds,but beholding a universe where God creates and 
constantly controls with sovereign love and providential power.  God’s Providence means “all things” come to us not by 
chance but from his fatherly hand. 
 

The Bible affirms God’s power and authority over all things.  The nations are under God’s control (Psalm: 2:1-4) as are 
nature (Mark 4:41)  and animals (II Kings 17:25).  God is sovereign over Satan and evil spirits (Matthew 4:10). God uses 
wicked people for His plans (Job 12:16). God hardens hearts (Exodus 14:17). God sends trouble and calamity (Judges 9: 
23). God even puts to death (I Samuel 2:6). God does what He pleases, and His purposes cannot be thwarted (Isaiah 
46:9-10).  In short, God guides all our steps and works all things after the counsel of His Will (Proverbs 16:33). 
 

Since God is the creator of all things and truly almighty, then He must continue to be almighty over all things He has 
created.  Further, the Father exercises all authority over His creation and creatures for the good of His beloved children. 
 

Providence is for our comfort.  Joseph’s imprisonment, slavery in Egypt, killing the Messiah are all part of God’s 
providence. 
 

 We can face the future knowing that nothing moves, however mysterious, except by the hand of our Father in Heaven.  
 

Man’s Pride Versus Hope 
 

62.  Q.  Why can’t the good we do make us right with God, or at least help make us right with God? 
63. Q.  How can you say that the good we do doesn’t earn anything when God promises to reward it in this life and the 
next? 
64. Q.  But doesn’t this teaching make people indifferent and wicked? There are many who do not feel the need to get 
right with God.  They don’t see the chasm between them and God.  Pelagians (those who deny the doctrine of original sin) 
are alive and well, even in the church.  Many do not believe in original sin, but they do believe in self-improvement, so it is 
hard to be found if you don’t know you’re lost. Pride goes before the fall.  Pride is always the enemy of hope.  
 

So, consider these points: God is bigger than we think.  We are horribly ungrateful to God.  We either ignore Him or 
wonder if he even exists.   We are all such proud creatures.  The natural man hates God, but Jesus knows we need to get 
right with God. (John 3:18). 
 

Other religions say meditate toward enlightenment, pray X number of times per day, but Christians believe in the gift of 
eternal life through Jesus, our hope. 
 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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(Continued from Page 6) 

 

Undeserved mercy is our hope.  God’s grace! So, why do good deeds, and deny yourself if such works can do nothing to 
merit divine favor anyway? There are three answers to that question: faith, fruit, and gratitude. 
 

Saving faith is a firm trust played out in real life as in the case of Abraham and Isaac.  A good tree bears good fruit.  If we 
have truly been regenerated by the Spirit of God and been given new spiritual life, we will show the effects.  Grace leads to 
gratitude.  Gratitude brings the good works.  Hope is with Jesus. 
 

   
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1 – Jo Ann Woodie 
  2 – Myron Guthrie 
  3 – Linda Avery  
  4 – Steve Sperry  
11 – Josie Barlaan 
12 – Bob Paffenroth 
16 – Lisa Burkhart 
18 – Phyllis Lupo 
19 – Marge Carroll 
19 – Elizabeth Messina 
21 – Barbara Scott 
24 – Bev Cochrum 
24 – Carol Stoudenmier 
25 – Jeff Dworek 
25 – Brad Wyman 
26 – Debby Arnold 
27 – Jane Stone 
28 – Russ Eppley 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  4 – Barney & Nancy Megargee 
  6 – Donn & Dottie Toney 
  8 – Larry & Ann Atkinson 
  9 – Bruce & Carolyn Creswell 
10 – Marve & Pam Eash 
11 – Michael & Susan Woodall 
12 – Danks & Renee Seal 
12 – Henry & Sarah Mills 
14 – Bob & Jane Stone 
14 – Tom & Terri Theyson 
14 – Tony & Janet Aldridge 
15 – Forest & Barbara Price 
15 – Ken & Carol Bodwell 
15 – Darrell & Rosalie Kirkley 
18 – Brenden & Lisa Kelly 
21 – George & Tina Stratis 
21 – Patrick & Marguerite Hagan 
21 – John & Carol Faber 
23 – Ken & Sherrie Webb 
24 – Darrell & Becky Hargett 
29 – Jerry & Judy Pinkard 

 
 
 

Lexophilia 
Although not in the dictionary, it is reported that 
"Lexophile" describes a person who loves sentences 
such as, "You can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish," 
and "To write with a broken pencil is pointless." 
An annual competition is held by the 'New York Times' to 
see who can create the best original lexophile. 
This year's submissions: 

◾I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now. 

◾England has no kidney bank, but it does have a 

Liverpool. 

◾Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes. 

◾This girl today said she recognized me from the 

Vegetarians Club, but I'd swear I've never met herbivore. 

◾I know a guy who's addicted to drinking brake fluid, but 

he says he can stop any time. 

◾A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 

◾When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, U.C.L.A. 

◾I got some batteries that were given out free of charge. 

◾A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth 

and nail. 

◾A will is a dead giveaway. 

◾With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 

◾Police were summoned to a daycare center where a 

three-year-old was resisting a rest. 

◾A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired. 

◾The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine last week 

is now fully recovered. 

◾He had a photographic memory, but it was never fully 

developed. 

◾When she saw her first strands of gray hair, she 

thought she'd dye. 

◾Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it. 

◾I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 

◾Did you hear about the crossed-eyed teacher who lost 

her job because she couldn't control her pupils? 

◾When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 

◾When chemists die, they barium. 

◾I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and 

then it dawned on me. 

◾I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it 

down. 
 

  

  



8 
 

 
 

Coram Deo Sunday School Class: 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study: (704) 708-6106 

 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Jane Yancey 
jane@yancey.com 

 
 

 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 

jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
(704) 708-6104 

 
 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC 28105 

EVENTS 
 

• Sunday School, Sundays, 
9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 

 
• JAARS Day and Luncheon 

Friday, June 3rd 

 

 
• Ladies Luncheon, June 10th   

11:30 am, Wan Fu 
Restaurant 

 

 
• Men’s Monthly Lunch, June 17th, 

 11:30 am, Park Place Restaurant 
 

• Joy Singers are on summer break 

 
 

• Newsletter Article Deadline 
June 20th 

 

• Senior Retreat, September 20 – 23 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jane@yancey.com
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org

