
Sermon Discussion Guide
UNDETERRED AND UNDISCERNING

Revelation 2:12-17
Pastor Kevin, 9/25/22

Big Idea: The Church at Pergamum shows the strength of enduring persecution and the danger of compromise with false
teaching.

1. Compare the letters to the Churches of Pergamum and Ephesus. Which resonates more with your own experience?

2. Kevin said, “Roman religion was not doctrinal but ritual.” Jesus was fine as an add-on as long as you still
sacrificed to the emperor. How do we experience this sort of temptation to idolatry today?

3. What should we make of the mantra “Christianity is about the relationship, not the rules?” Where do we see this
mentality in the church?

4. Kevin mentioned that many churches and organizations follow a familiar trajectory of compromise (see below).1

What do you think about this pattern? Is there a step on the list you had never considered?

5. Kevin said that churches may be more prone to compromise on LGBTQ+ issues if Christians have compromised
with sexual sin in their own lives. How does this reality inform our own need for repentance?

6. Repentance is often the missing element in gospel presentations. Why is that?

7. The white stone (v. 17) may have been a symbol of legal acquittal in the first century. Kevin said, “Whatever the
world’s verdict on you, know that Christ will give you the only acquittal that matters.” How does Christ’s verdict
at the end of the age help us think about the world’s verdicts? How might this truth help you with something that
you are facing this week?

1(1) Start defending the truth
(2) Then, silence on certain topics.
(3) Then, a complexification: “Well these are complicated issues, and who really knows what to think.”
(4) Then, a pivot towards things that really matter (like missions, poverty, evangelizing, church planting, justice, etc.).
(5) Then, a pivot in frustration. Becoming more frustrated with the ones who are trying to be obedient to God’s Word.
(6) Then, an established “canon within a canon.” Picking things in the Bible that you want to call the essentials.
(7) Then, all arguments become personal, not biblical: “The God I worship wouldn’t do this.”


