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Big Idea: Though a faithful church may appear weak and insignificant in the eyes of the world, Jesus is not ashamed to
claim her as his beloved.

To Philadelphia, Jesus gives “6 strong promises for this weak church:”1

1. Open door that no one can shut.
2. Enemies that will bow at their feet.
3. Kept from the hour of trial.
4. Given a crown.
5. Made a pillar in the temple of God.
6. Given 3-fold Name.

1. The Bible often applauds weakness rather than strength. Why is that? How has God taught you to lean less on
your strengths and more on him?

2. Can you think of somebody in your life who has modeled reliance on God?

3. Read v. 8. It’s as if Jesus is telling the church, “Your enemies may be able to ruin your life, but they cannot ruin
your next life.” Only Christ holds the keys to salvation. As a Christian, how does this affect your joy?

4. Read v. 9. Can you recall a time you were greatly encouraged by someone’s public support for you? How does
Christ’s public testimony of love for the Church at Philadelphia encourage you this week?

5. The Church at Philadelphia was likely very small, yet Jesus didn’t have a single criticism against her. What
lessons can a large Christ Covenant learn from “Little Philadelphia?”

6. Kevin said, “Our goal must be to be the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ… What might be the most attractive
thing about the church is that we don’t look like the world.” How have you seen the Church’s distinctness from
the world be a witness to outsiders?

7. Following John MacArthur’s advice, how can you “focus on the depth and leave the breadth to God” in this
season of life?2

2 i.e, focus on being diligent in faithfulness and excellence (depth), and let God determine what he wants to do with that (breadth).
1 Kevin said, “Of all the 7 churches, Philadelphia gets the most sustained discourse of promise and hope.”


