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January 2023 
 

 
 

Be Strong and of Very Good Courage 
By Pastor Bruce Creswell 

We have just studied the Book of Joshua in our Fall Quarter of Sunday School. One of the characteristics that 

marked Joshua’s life was his steadfast trust in the Lord and following Him. 

The military campaigns he led Israel, the allocating of the land, and the cities of Refuge that he appointed did 

not happen overnight. Some commentators say that the Book of Joshua covers about 25 years. Each day, Joshua 

simply “did the next thing” that needed to be done in leading the people, his family, and serving the Lord. 

The words of the poem “Do the Next Thing” are fitting of Joshua’s life and is a fitting reminder to all of us as 

we enter in the new year, 2023. 

The poem written many years ago, has gained popularity through the ministry of the late veteran missionary, 

Elizabeth Elliott. 

“Do The Next Thing” 

From an old English parsonage down by the sea 

There came in the twilight a message for me; 

Its quaint Saxon legend, deeply engraven, 

Hath, as it seems to me, teaching from Heaven. 

And on through the hours the quiet words ring, 

Like a low inspiration: DO THE NEXT THING. 

Many a questioning, many a fear, 

Many a doubt, hath its quieting here. 

Moment by moment let down from Heaven, 

Time, opportunity, guidance, are given. 

Fear not tomorrows, Child of the King, 

Trust them with Jesus. DO THE NEXT THING. 

Do it immediately; do it with prayer; 

Do it reliantly, casting all care; 

Do it with reverence, tracing His hand 

Who placed it before thee with earnest command, 

Stayed on Omnipotence, safe ‘neath His wing, 

Leave all resultings. DO THE NEXT THING. 

Looking to Jesus, ever serener, 

(Working or suffering) be thy demeanor. 

In His dear presence, the rest of His calm, 

The light of His countenance be thy psalm. 

Strong in His faithfulness, praise and sing! 

Then, as He beckons thee, DO THE NEXT THING. 

(Source unknown) 
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Submitted by Dot Branson 

 

Trio’s Restaurant 
Friday, January 13, 11:30am 

 

Please mark your calendar and join us for the 

Ladies' Luncheon at Trio's Restaurant on Friday, 

January 13th, at 11:30am.  

The address is 10709 McMullen Creek Pkwy 

(off Hwy. 51). We will celebrate January birthdays, so 

please encourage the ladies who have January birthdays 

to attend. Great food and sweet fellowship will be 

waiting for you. Please let Dot Branson (704-575-5955) 

know that you plan to join us. We look forward to seeing 

you there. 
 

 

MEN’S MONTHLY LUNCH  

Submitted by Dave Ruths 
 

Park Place Restaurant  
Friday, January 20, 2023, 11:15/11:30am 

 

The Senior Men’s monthly lunch/breakfast 

will be Friday, January 20th, at Park Place Restaurant, 

10517 Park Rd., Pineville.   

Let’s gather, in time to order at 11:30am, to 

again enjoy great fellowship, food, and teaching by 

our good friend, Pastor, Mo Up De Graff.  (Please 

mark your calendars ahead for each 3rd Friday of the 

month.) You will be promptly informed of any 

necessary deviation from this pattern. Thank you. 
 

 
Notes of THANKS 

 

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, 

Carolyn and I thank our Lord for each one of 

you. WE wish all of you a very blessed New 

Year! We want to thank you for your gracious 

Christmas gift and the love behind it. What a 

joy it is to “reinvest” together serving the 

Lord here at Christ Covenant Church. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Bruce and Carolyn 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Senior Adult Monthly Fellowship Lunch 

Friday, January 6, 2023 
Social time: 11:45 am / Lunch 12:00 pm / 

CLC 5&6 
 

Speaker: Matthew Kirk, Pastoral Intern 
Menu*: Subs (ham, turkey, roast beef), 
Pasta Salad, Chips, Dessert 
 
Please RSVP by Friday, December 30 on 
this SignUp Genius, or by phone to Jenny 
Blackmon, Ministry Admin. at 704-708-6104. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444a
aaf2ea2fc1-january2#/ 
 
A $7 gift per person to cover food costs is 
appreciated. *Menu ingredients available upon 
request. 

See you there! 
 

Please accept my thanks for the lovely 
gift given to me at the Senior Christmas 
dinner. I appreciate your thoughtfulness 

and treasure your friendship. 
 

Blessings, Miriam Jones 

Sunday School resumes January 8th, with 
Paul Engle teaching “Insights into the Life of 
Christ”. All are welcome to join the class. 
 
Please see link below to peruse the other 
Sunday School class options. Booklets are 
available outside the sanctuary. 
https://christcovenant.org/connect/sundaysc
hool/ 
 
 

New Class Pictorial Directory is 

Completed! Pick up yours at  
Sunday School. Many thanks to the 

directory team, led by Patty Marion. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-january2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-january2#/
https://christcovenant.org/connect/sundayschool/
https://christcovenant.org/connect/sundayschool/
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A merry time was had by all. 

 

 
 
 

 
Thank you, Miriam Jones! 

 
Thank you, Jane Yancey! 

 
Thank you, Mary Newton! 

 
Twelve Days of Christmas: Which verse? 
 

Christmas Dinner Memories 
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Nathan George, speaker, & family 

 
 

 
 

 
Awesome Volunteers! 

 
 
 
 

  

Words of Wisdom & Experience 
Author Unknown 

 

1. When one door closes and another door opens, 
you are probably in prison. 
2. To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill it. 
3. Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9:00 pm is the 
new midnight. 
4. It's the start of a brand-new day, and I'm off like a 
herd of turtles. 
5. The older I get, the earlier it gets late. 
6. When I say, "The other day," I could be referring to 
any time between yesterday and 15 years ago. 
7. I remember being able to get up without making 
sound effects. 
8. I had my patience tested. I'm negative. 
9. Remember, if you lose a sock in the dryer, it comes 
back as a Tupperware lid that doesn't fit any of your 
containers. 
10.  If you're sitting in public and a stranger takes the 
seat next to you,  just stare straight ahead and say, 
"Did you bring the money?" 
11. When you ask me what I am doing today, and I 
say "nothing," it does not mean I am free. It means I 
am doing nothing. 
12. I finally got eight hours of sleep. It took me three 
days, but whatever. 
13. I run like the winded. 
14. I hate when a couple argues in public, and I 
missed the beginning and don't know whose side I'm 
on. 
15. When someone asks what I did over the weekend, 
I squint and ask, "Why, what did you hear?" 
16. When you do squats, are your knees supposed to 
sound like a goat chewing on an aluminum can 
stuffed with celery? 
17. I don't mean to interrupt people. I just randomly 
remember things and get really excited. 
18. When I ask for directions, please don't use words 
like "east." 
19. Don't bother walking a mile in my shoes. That 
would be boring. Spend 30 seconds in my head. 
That'll freak you right out. 
20.  Sometimes, someone unexpected comes into 
your life out of nowhere,  makes your heart race, and 
changes you forever. We call those people cops. 
21. My luck is like a bald guy who just won a comb. 

Which one is YOUR favorite? 
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Bully Pulpit: Confronting the Problem 
of Spiritual Abuse in the Church  

By Dr. Mike Kruger,  
A review submitted by Chris Williams 

 
This little book (small in dimensions, 145 

pages), is easy to read. The style is simple with 

many examples from the author’s thorough research 

on recent well known pastoral scandals. It is 

grounded in the Bible with points emphasized with 

quotes from Narnia, Middle Earth, and Yoda! 

The title is a play on words from the original 

meaning in the days of President Theodore 

Roosevelt, who referred to his office as, “…a "bully 

pulpit", by which he meant a terrific platform from 

which to advocate an agenda. Roosevelt used the 

word bully as an adjective meaning "superb" or 

"wonderful"…” (Wikipedia).  

Here the title takes a different direction; it 

addresses the problem of high-profile church leaders 

whose ministry has fallen apart due to their failure 

as leaders in becoming overbearing and abusive. 

Kruger clearly defines the problem (pg. 24).  

The subject of abuse from leaders toward 

members is addressed without pulling any punches. 

He notes that abuse in the church can happen on 

many levels and churches can at times abuse their 

pastor. But he narrows the discussion to this single 

direction perhaps because it can be most difficult to 

deal with when it is discovered. 

It is a book for church leaders; I hope our 

own Elders and Deacons will read this. But it is also 

for all Christians who love their church and wish to 

see it continue and prosper for future generations. 

Chapter 3 lays the foundation of his discussion from 

the Old and New Testaments showing that spiritual 

abuse by church leaders is nothing new. He then 

draws out what a Christian leader ought to be from 

the Gospel of Mark, and numerous places in the 

pastoral letters. The foundation for the character of 

Christian leaders, in contrast to abusive 

personalities, is their humility, kindness and 

gentleness (p. 58). 

Many practical methods for guarding the 

church against the onset of abuse are given in 

Chapter 7. The point of these suggestions and 

structural arrangements is to establish early warning  

 

 

and quick remedies to heal wounds before they 

become ugly.  

My takeaway is to further inform my prayers 

for our wonderful church. Pastors, and really all 

leaders in the church are subject to pressures that 

can lead to fear, pride, secrecy, and arrogance. We 

are all sinners saved by grace and our leaders are 

also. We can pray God will guard their hearts and 

keep their minds pure. We can pray their confidence 

will be in God and not in the trappings of a 

successful ministry. 

 
 

 
 

    HYMN HISTORY 
Submitted by Peggy Dear 

 

 

Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
In 1917, young pastor, Haldor Lillenas, and his 

wife were settling into a ministry at the Nazarene 

church in Auburn, Illinois. After buying a house in 

nearby Olivet, they had little money left to furnish 

it. Though they were both hymn writers, they 

couldn't afford a piano. Then Lillenas found a 

"wheezy little organ" in a neighbor's home and paid 

five dollars for it. He wrote several songs on that 

instrument, including this one.  

    This song, with its rolling melody and climbing 

chorus, became very popular at evangelistic 

meetings. Lillenas used it in his own evangelistic 

crusades and others, such as the famous song leader, 

Charles Alexander, used it often. 

    The message of Scripture comes through clearly 

here---no matter how great a sinner you are, God's 

grace is greater. No matter how great your guilt, 

God's forgiveness is greater.  

Praise his name!  

 

 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Greater than all my sin; 

How shall my tongue describe it, 

Where shall its praise begin? 

Taking away my burden, 

Setting my spirit free, 

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 
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Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, 

Deeper than the mighty rolling sea; 

Higher than the mountain, sparkling like a fountain, 

All sufficient grace for even me; 

 

Broader than the scope of my transgressions, 

Greater far than all my sin and shame; 

O magnify the precious name of Jesus, 

Praise His name! 

 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Reaching to all the lost, 

By it I have been pardoned, 

Saved to the uttermost; 

Chains have been torn asunder, 

Giving me liberty, 

For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me. 

 

Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Reaching the most defiled, 

By its transforming power 

Making me God's dear child, 

Purchasing peace and heaven 

For all eternity--- 

And the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me, 

 

Haldor Lillenas (1885-1959) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

CORUM DEO HANDYMEN MINISTRY 
 

We, David (McArthur) and Mo (Up de Graff), have thoroughly enjoyed this past year getting to know 
a number of people in our Senior Sunday School class by way of some interesting and sometimes 
challenging projects.  
 
There has really been a wide variety of projects including such things as building a roof awning, 
installing new bathroom faucets, porch posts, ceiling fans, even cleaning out and reorganizing a 
storage room. We have also had the opportunity to do some wall repairs and painting. Replacing 
some windows and tree cutting have been included, as well as changing high-to-reach lightbulbs 
and occasional outdoor motion lights. Whether the need is as easy as tightening up a bathroom 
throne or repairing a critter breach in a roof soffit, we are usually ready to tackle the project.  
Sometimes when the job requires licensed professionals, we have had the privilege and opportunity 
of giving “advice”, something most men are always willing to do.  
 
As we look forward into 2023, we do want you to know that all our labors are free. We count it a 
privilege to serve the Lord by being available to help you. Though our labors are free, we do ask 
that the cost of parts or supplies be covered.  We welcome your requests, but we do ask that you 
contact Jenny Blackmon, Ministry Admin, with a brief explanation of the project. That always works 
better for us. Jenny will then contact us with your information and ask us to get in touch with you. 
Happy New Year and may the Lord of Glory who has redeemed us have all the glory! 
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Al & Ora Johnson  01.01 

Jim & Kass Goebel  01.02 

Rick & Cameron Ely  01.04 

Bill & Karen Clingon  01.08 

Cal & Elaine Deaner  01.20 

Hugh & Fran Wise  01.20 

Johnny & Jackie Greene 01.28 

 

Eric Moore Jan 01 

Becky Hargett Jan 02 

Joe Underwood Jan 07 

Dan Hayes Jan 08 

Sylvia Walls Jan 08 

Leslie Allison Jan 09 

Fred Depp Jan 09 

Annie Melton Jan 09 

Peggy Elkin Jan 11 

Tom Walls Jan 11 

Susan Woodall Jan 11 

Barbara Price Jan 12 

Paul Neal Jan 13 

Jerry Cauble Jan 14 

Alice Dokter Jan 14 

Bill Clingon Jan 15 

Anne Murray Jan 15 

Patti Prieb Jan 15 

Jane Gissendaner Jan 16 

Margie Engle Jan 17 

Donna Whitehead Jan 17 

Jane Williams Jan 17 

Mo Up De Graff Jan 18 

Judy Moore Jan 19 

Dottie Toney Jan 20 

Sam Murray Jan 21 

David Henry Jan 22 

Lisa Kelly Jan 23 

Jim Sutton Jan 23 

Mary Jo Culver Jan 26 

Curtis Whalen Jan 28 

Dot Branson Jan 29 

Jim Parrish Jr. Jan 29 
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Coram Deo Sunday School Class 
Sundays, 9 am, WC201/Choir Room 

 
 
Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation: 
N. Bruce Creswell 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org 
Study: (704) 708-6106 

 
 
Newsletter Interim Editor:  
Jenny Blackmon 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 
 

 

Jenny Blackmon, Assistant to Pastor Bruce: 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org  
(704) 708-6104 

 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Lane 
Matthews, NC 281051 

 

EVENTS 
 

Sunday School, Sundays, 
9:00 am, WC201/Choir Room 
(Sunday School resumes Jan.8) 

 
Senior Adult Monthly Luncheon 
Friday, January 6, 11:45am, CLC5&6 
 
Ladies Luncheon, Friday, 
January 13, 11:30 am,  
Trio’s Restaurant 

 
Men’s Luncheon, Friday, January 
20, 11:30 am, Park Place Restaurant 

 

• Prayer Meetings, Tuesdays,       
7:00 – 8:30 pm, WC105  

Joy Singers, Mondays, 1:30 – 2:30 
pm, WC211 (Beginning Jan. 9) 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org

