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Kevin DeYoung, 1/15/23

Big Idea: A church’s “togetherness” is an expression of gratitude to the Lord.

1. In ancient Israel, the fat was reserved for the LORD because it was the most valuable part of the offering. Does
anyone really like the fatty part of the steak?

2. Celebration: Kevin talked about how we don’t need to be apologetic about a feast of thanksgiving. What is your
family’s biggest celebration of the year? How can it be an occasion for thankfulness?

3. Free Will Offering: The Free Will offering in Israel should be understood as a spontaneous desire to give back to
God: “I’m just happy, and God is good, and I want to celebrate.” When you think about God’s provision in your
life, does a particular event or season come to mind?

4. Order: “So much of the Christian life is about getting things in the right order.” Some seasons call for fasting,
others for great feasting. Why do you think it’s essential to have a balance? (ref. Mark 2:18-19).

5. Simplicity: “We see here the wonderful simplicity of gathering…It doesn’t have to be fancy or complicated. It’s
as simple as saying, ‘I have some extra food. Do you want to come over and eat it?’” Is it possible to
over-complicate fellowship? Why or why not?

6. Christ: “There is a vertical and a horizontal aspect to this peace offering.” In the church, peace with one another
is necessary but peace with God is foundational. How does the Peace Offering point to Christ and the Lord’s
Supper?2

2 When they would come to do a Peace Offering, it would be an expression of their peace with God and one another. In Christ, justice
is satisfied for his people which leads to peace with one another. Thus, there are parallels with the Church’s communion celebration.
Both meals also required self-examination (Lev 7).

1 Series Theme: “How can an unholy people dwell in the midst of a holy God?”


