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BETWEEN SEEDTIME AND HARVEST 

 

The Thorn and The Grace 
II Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

By Bruce Creswell, Pastor 

 
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was 

given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 

my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

I was catching up with a pastor friend of mine recently, sharing how God was growing us in our faith. He was 

relating how he was facing a recurring issue in ministry.  As far as he knew, it wasn’t sin related. He sought 

counsel from fellow Christians, he sought input from his wife, and he prevailed in prayer asking the Lord to 

take it away. He concluded that the Lord was putting him through a “II Corinthians 12:7-9 crisis.” You may 

recognize it as “a thorn in the flesh.” 

 

Remember Paul’s account, he was caught up into the third heaven into Paradise and “hearing things which man 

may not utter.” It was inexpressible, even if he could put it in words, he wasn’t allowed. Following this great 

vision, he received a “thorn in the flesh.” We really don’t know what the thorn was, some say it was 

persecution, or physical illnesses such as malaria, epilepsy, or an eye condition.  

 

He calls it a “messenger of Satan,” (v.7) but ultimately it was God who sent the thorn. He sent it to achieve a 

beneficial purpose in Paul’s life, to prevent spiritual conceit. Three times, he pleaded with God to take “the 

messenger” away.  Not every prayer is answered the way we want, but this does not mean there is no answer. 

As a result of his experience of suffering, Paul learned about God’s grace.  

 

We see that God sent this “thorn in the flesh” for three reasons. One was to keep Paul from becoming proud 

because of his revelations and visions (v.7). Second to enabled him to experience the power of Christ. God had 



 

a higher purpose for this affliction in his life. In his weakness the power of Christ was manifested (v.9). Third, 

to teach Paul the true purpose of hardships, persecutions, and personal difficulties (v.10). 

 

One thing that Paul was made to see, was that God’s grace is sufficient. His suffering caused a deeper faith to 

abound in his life. Like Paul, we have learned and are still learning that God’s grace is sufficient, making it 

possible to endure trials and tribulations, to keep going on the journey even though you may have stumbled, and 

to keep you moving when all your spiritual stamina is spent. Another thing that Paul shares with us is his 

“delight” in weakness (v.9). Instead of eliminating our weaknesses, God sometimes works through them. 

 

When I said good-bye to my friend, he reminded me that our Lord, the Great Teacher, never runs out of ways to 

instruct us in our Christian life. With each lesson He perfects in us the image of Christ. One day we will 

graduate to Heaven, and we will stand complete in His image. Paul reminds us of that in Romans 8:28-29: 

 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 

An unknown Civil War soldier wrote: 

 

I asked God for strength that I might achieve. 

I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked God for health that I might do greater things. 

I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 

I asked God for riches that I might be happy. 

I was given poverty that I might be wise. 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men. 

I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. 

I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for 

Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered. 

I am among all men most richly blessed. 

 

 

 
 

The Light of the Psalms 
By Dr. Michael F. Ross 

 

This review is written as a tribute to our beloved former pastor, Dr. Mike Ross, who served God so well during 

his 12 years at Christ Covenant.  Part of his legacy is the Light of The Psalms book.  This is profound 

commentary on each of the 150 Psalms. 

 

This enlightening book is divided into 3 segments: God Our Refuge, God Our Redeemer (Jesus), and God Our 

Rejoicing (Holy Spirit). The similarities between the world of David, Moses, Solomon, sons of Korah, Asaph, 

Ethan and others and today’s culture are eloquently described by Dr. Ross in a way that the reader is 

enlightened by each of the 150 Psalms.  My comments are made on only 6 of the 150 Psalms. 



 

 

God Our Refuge—Teach Us to Number Our Days (Psalm 70). 

This is the oldest Psalm in the Psalter and is a prayer of Moses, the man of God.  We are reminded by Moses of 

the time it sometime takes to gain wisdom—three score and ten.  The seven stages of life are mentioned:  Safety 

of Childhood, The Sensuality of Puberty, The Striving for Success, The Security we pursue in our 50’s, The 

Satisfaction We seek in Our Retirement, The Significance we long for and Sanctification (our life’s 

aim).  Moses prays, “So teach us to number our days so that we may get a heart of wisdom”. 

 

God Our Refuge—Search Me O God (Psalm 139). 

One biblical scholar calls this Psalm “the crown” of all the Psalms because the focus is on the three attributes of 

God: Omniscience, Omnipresence and Omnipotence.   This leads to Romans 8: 39, “There is no power under 

creation to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.   Therefore, we ask God to 

search us and save us from hurtful ways. 

 

God Our Redeemer—God, Our Shepherd (Psalm 23). 

The most popular of all the Psalms.  Dr. Ross quotes Spurgeon and several others with their accolades.  The 

lovely series of vivid pictures, like the fine work on a gem, combined with depth and simplicity make Psalm 23 

the most loved of all.  But, Dr. Ross warns that this Psalm should not become the public property of American 

culture and should not be read at funerals of non-believers, inauguration of godless presidents or read at 

commencement exercise of secular universities because Psalm 23 belongs to those who are true Christians. 

 

God Our Redeemer—A Psalm for Postmodern Man (Psalm 12). 

David and Dr. Ross nailed it!  David decries the disloyalty, lying, manipulation of his day when evil 

abounded.  We see deconstructing of language, the power of the crafted word, omnipresence of the media and 

our acceptance of style over substance, word for deed, and promises in lieu of results.  Our age has become an 

information culture, where 3 men rule the day.  Three men rule the day—prophets, priests and kings have been 

replaced by consultants, lawyers and politicians—men of words.  However, not so much with God. The words 

of the Lord are pure words, like silver refined and purified 7 times. 

 

God Our Rejoicing—Blessed is the Nation (Psalm 33). 

One of the Pilgrims’ favorite Psalms is Psalm 33, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”. The 

favorite words of the Psalter are ‘chosen’ and ‘steadfast love’ which is the unfailing prayer of the Christian from 

age to age.  Dr. Ross describes how the 1620 Mayflower Pilgrims drew their inspiration from the Psalms as they 

purposed to build a “city on a hill”.  The curriculum for the colonial children was almost entirely Christian.    

 

God, Our Rejoicing—Reviving Power of God’s Word (Psalm 119) 

Psalm 119 is the longest and probably the most majestic of all the Psalms.  It has 176 verses and amazingly, the 

Hebrew children memorized all of it!  Spiritual giants like Charles Spurgeon, Charles Bridges and Thomas 

Manton wrote and preached extensively on this power Psalm and even Paul reminds us that we are what we 

read and study.  Scripture has reviving power as the words in Psalm 119 clearly states: “Give me life/revive 

me.” 

 

Read, study, and enjoy this classic. 

 

Hugh Wise, 

February 15, 2023 

 

 



 

Unsettled 
What Climate Science Tells Us, What It Doesn’t, and Why It Matters. 

By Steven E. Koonin. Bella Books 2021 

 

The author is a leading and recognized scientist that has served as former undersecretary for Science in the US 

Department of Energy under the Obama presidency. On this basis you can say he is neither a conservative nor is 

he a liberal with an agenda. He is simply a scientist with the mission of giving full scientific details on the 

nature of global climate and the prospects of climate change in the future.  

The chief targets of his detailed explanation of climate science are the media and politicians who, in order to 

make things plain to their constituents, adopt an over simplified and often wrong narrative about the future and 

dangers of climate change.  

The science is complicated. Saying this does not begin to give the full picture. Like all of nature around us, the 

climate of the earth is far more complex and uncertain than you might think. For example, determining the 

actual level of the oceans is difficult. Local ocean level can be affected by differences in the earth’s gravity at 

various points, ocean currents, local differences in temperature, salinity and weather-related air pressure. Ocean 

temperature is equally difficult to measure yet it appears there is a true warming of the oceans that seems to be 

happening. But it began well before the human industrial age and the burning of fossil fuels.  

These factors are typical of the difficulties in determining the important trends in the world climate, especially 

human influence, if any, that so worry people today. And there is vast misunderstanding in the minds of the 

public and civic leaders. He seeks to bring things back to rationality. For example, quoting from the UN and US 

government sources: “Humans have had no detectable impact on hurricanes over the past century…” p.2. 

There is much talk in the media about the advance of computer-based climate models which are able to predict 

future global temperature and sea levels. But Koonin notes, “…as our models have become more elaborate, 

their descriptions of the future have become less certain…” p.11. His description of computer models of world 

climate reinforces this statement. 

There is a very interesting discussion of the effect of cloud cover. Clouds both reflect heat from the sun away 

from the earth and can also trap radiated heat from the surface of the earth. So, which is it? Do more clouds 

produce a cooler earth or not? You will have to read the book to find out (See p. 85) 

Climate science does not lend itself to easy answers, so reading a complete and detailed explanation is very 

helpful. I can certainly testify that I feel much better about the future of the planet than I did at the beginning 

(although I feel more uneasy about the sweeping pronouncements of politicians on both sides!). 

The book describes the amazing mechanisms built into the earth that seem to modify and regulate world 

climate; yet no thought is given to the origin of this grand design. Would that these writers could see the Author 

behind it all. 

We know all is under God’s sovereign control and the earth seems to have amazing mechanisms to maintain 

healthy environment for His living creatures. 

One additional thing. The books I have reviewed are in my library and are available to you if you would like to    

borrow them. Free! 

Book review     By Chris Williams 



 

 

Hymn Histories 

by Peggy Dear 

 

O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO 

 

    There is a bit of mystery connected with this hymn. George Matheson, who wrote this hymn, went 

completely blind when he was eighteen years old. He remained a star student despite his blindness. He went on 

to become a preacher in the church of Scotland, assisted by his sister who went on to learn Greek and Hebrew to 

help with his research. 

    Matheson wrote this hymn when he was forty years old. He described the circumstances surrounding the 

writing this way: "I was at that time alone. It was the day of my sister's marriage......Something happened to me, 

which was known only to myself, and which caused me the most severe mental suffering. The hymn was the fruit 

of that suffering." 

    The mystery is this: What suffering was he writing about? Some think he was remembering the time when his 

fiancée broke the engagement after learning that he would become completely blind. But perhaps it was because 

his devoted sister was getting married, and he would be left alone. 

    Regardless, Matheson had discovered a love that would not let him go. And so may we, even in the darkest 

times of our lives. 

 

O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO 

 

O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in Thee. 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 

 

O light that foll'west all my way, 

I yield my flick'ring torch to Thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

That in Thy sunshine's blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to Thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain 

That morn shall tearless be. 

 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 

I lay in dust life's glory dead, 

And from the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 

 
GEORGE MATHESON (1842-1906) 



 

 

March Seniors Luncheon 
 

Friday, March 3, 2023, Social time: 11:45 am  /  Lunch 12:00 pm  /  CLC 5&6 

Speaker: Mike Miller, Pastor of Missions & Outreach 

Menu*: Pizza, salad, dessert 

Puzzle Swap Month! Give a gently used puzzle; Get a puzzle. 

To reserve your spot, please RSVP by Tuesday, February 28 on this SignUp Genius, 

or by phone: Jenny Blackmon, ministry admin. at 704-708-6104. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-march3#/ 

A $7 donation per person, to cover food costs, is appreciated. 

*Menu ingredients available upon request 

 

 

March Senior Ladies Luncheon 

 

Ladies, our monthly luncheon at Trio's Restaurant 

will be on March 10th, at 11:30. Please mark 

your calendar and plan to join us as we will 

celebrate March birthdays and enjoy great food and 

sweet fellowship. The address is 10709 McMullen 

Creek Pkwy (off Hwy 51). Please let Dot Branson 

(704-575-5955) know that you will attend.  

 

 

 

March Senior Men’s Lunch 

 

The Senior Men’s Lunch will be Friday March 17 

@ 11:30 (arrive ~11:15), at Park Place 

 Restaurant 10517 Park Rd.  Join your brothers 

for a good time, gathered for great - food, 

fellowship, and teaching of the Word applied, by 

(retired / re-fired) Pastor friend - Mo Up De Graff. 

Submitted by Dave Ruths 

 

Thrive Over 55 

Friday, March 17, 9am-12:30pm - CCC Community Life Center 

(Sponsored by Charlotte Media Group) 
Thrive in your Golden Years! Our Thrive Over 55 Senior Expo brings the latest products, services, 

lifestyle enhancements and special offers directly to you during a fun-filled morning! Browse Dozens 

of vendors who serve YOU! Give-aways and prizes galore! FREE breakfast and lunch will be served! 

Thrive Over 55 Senior Expo Tickets, Fri, Mar 17, 2023, at 9:00 AM | Eventbrite  
(Look for the red “Reserve a Spot” button on the right side of the page.)  
For event questions or registration assistance, please email Adrian Garson directly at 
adrian@cmgweekly.com.  

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0444aaaf2ea2fc1-march3#/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thrive-over-55-senior-expo-tickets-518997614837
mailto:adrian@cmgweekly.com


 

 

Robert and Rosemary Adams  March 04 

David and Karen Henry  March 06 

Wes and Eva Smith   March 06 

Daniel and Barbara Daloia  March 08 

Dale and Teresa Yurkovich  March 14 

Joe and Judy Massengill  March 15 

Joe and Lu Murray   March 16 

Lance and Donna Whitehead  March 18 

Steve and Susan Sperry  March 21 

Bruce and Jaye Hansen  March 29 

 

 

Ladies’ Winter Tea Honoring Pastor’s 

Wives 

Held on February 11, 2023 
   

       
Amy Fulginiti, Trisha DeYoung, Connie Miller, and Mary 

Jo Culver 

 
Michelle Wells, Fran Di Andrea 

 

 
 

Butch Barkman March 02 

Harriet Carney March 04 

Beth Sulzmann March 06 

Lisa Kinney  March 09 

Jim Herrin  March 10 

Helen Brown  March 11 

Diana Sylvester March 11 

Donn Toney  March 11 

Norm Petty  March 12 

Tom Theyson  March 14 

David Pacey  March 16 

Bill Earnhardt March20 

Al Reinken  March 20 

Michael Woodall March 22 

Cameron Ely  March 27 

Norma Kirkpatrick March 27 

Richard Davis March 28 

 

 

     
 

      
Sheri Groelsema, Fran Wise 



 

 

 
 

 
Maddie May and friends 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Patsy George and friends 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Pastor of Senior Adults and Visitation 

N. Bruce Creswell 

bcreswell@christcovenant.org 

Study (704) 708-6106 

 
Assistant to Pastor Bruce 

Jenny Blackmon 
jblackmon@christcovenant.org 

(704) 708-6104 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Darrell Hargett 

dhhargett47@gmail.com 
 

Christ Covenant Church 
800 Fullwood Land 

Matthews, NC 28105 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 

• Sunday School, Sundays, 9:00 am,   
WC201/Choir Room 
 

• Senior Adult Monthly Luncheon  
11:45 am, Friday, Mar. 3rd, CLC 5&6 
 

• Ladies Luncheon Friday Mar. 10th, 
11:30 am, Trio’s Restaurant 
 
Men’s Luncheon, Friday, Mar 17th,  
11:30 am, Park Place Restaurant 
 

• Prayer Meetings, Tuesdays,     
7:00 – 8:30 pm, WC105 

• Joy Singers, Mondays, 1:30 – 2:30 pm, 
WC211 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 
Upon the occasion of the completion of my second Seniors Newsletter, I would share some comments to my 

fellow members of the Seniors Class. First of all, let me say that my beautiful wife Becky and I are delighted to 

be in the Seniors Class. It is a true blessing to look forward every Sunday seeing all of the great Christian 

friends that we have made in the class. We are truly enriched by Bruce Creswell’s leadership, teaching and 

ministry and buoyed by the great fellowship of the class. 

I am honored that Bruce and the class has entrusted me to do the newsletter. It wasn’t anything that I had any 

ambition to do, but when the position became available and no one quickly stepped forward for the task, the 

Lord gave me a little nudge. I have created newsletters for a couple of non-profit organizations before so I had 

some idea of what I would be getting into. My greatest concern was trying to match the great jobs that Jane and 

Jenny had done before me. They set a pretty high bar. 

But knowing what type of articles that I would be working with such as the book reviews by Chris Williams, 

Hugh Wise and others, plus the great hymn histories by Peggy Dear, the job looked much less intimidating. Of 

course, leading off the newsletter each month are the thoughtful and inspirational messages from Bruce. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the newsletter, please feel free to contact me by email, 

phone or in person at the church. Thank you and may God’s grace and mercy pour down on you every day. 

Darrell Hargett 

mailto:bcreswell@christcovenant.org
mailto:jblackmon@christcovenant.org
mailto:dhhargett47@gmail.com

